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X^ORD Frfdtnck Campbell (according to order) r^rted ***dif^ 
from tlie Committee ot the whole Houfe, to whom tt yrai 
referred to conlidci of the feveral accounts and papers which 
were prefented to the Houle upon the i 6 th Aay of this in*- 
ftant May, by Mr. Morton (from the DutiSors of the £all 
India Company) the refolutions which the Committee had 
dlieAed him to report to the Houfe ; which he read in his 
place* and afreiAards delivered in at the table; and the 
fame being read, 

Sir Grey Co(per immediatly rofe, and exprefled his wifiies Sir 
that the Houfe would favour him with their attention, 


whtlft he made (what appeared to him.) a &w neceSary re- 
inark-s upon part of the Ratemeut laid before the Houie by 
the Tight honourable gentleman on the preceding F nday, 
^nd particularly upon the account|*or enimates of the an- 
lual revenues and chaises of the province of Beirgal, for 
three years, according ro the lateft advices. By that ac- 
count, upon which the right honourable gendesnao dwdt £i> 
long, It appears, firft, that the eflinaate of th« total t»v«- ‘ 
nues of that province is lefa in 1787^8 than in the yefc 
1784*5, ^ the fum of ie<ioadly» that thft ahMfmt 
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Ite tptal of the charges is reJuced from 4,310 oooh m 
to 3,060,0001. in 1787 8* And the light honourable 
geodeccian ftated, that after all deductions, the clear avail- 
in India, applicable to payment of debt and in- 
amounts^ to ^ 1^® lavings, therefore, 

hy the reduction of civil and military charges confi^itute al- 
J tnoft the whole of that furplus. T hey amount, as it appears 
above^ to 1,250,000!. and, therefoie, it ftemeil fomtvvhit 
fthgulai that the right honourable gentleman had, m the 
OOtirfe of his long and eloquent opening, made lo flight and 
Ibcurfoiy a mention of this moft important branch ol the 
account. He had been given to under Hand, that an honour- 
able perfon now in England, had acquired confideiable merit 
^''dtufllig the time he held the office of Governor General, m 
ddgioating and forming the plan of ceconomy, and the re- 
trenchment of expence in the cimI and militaiy chirges, 
" inclqding contra&s,. contingencies, build ngs and fortifica- 
and in all the pthei charges, as fai as the reduction 
COti |4 be t^sde With (afety, propiiety, and julbce; and th it 
anticipated the oiders which he rtveised afterwards 
ifom the Board of Control, for making luch redu<5^ions. 
He admitted, that peace was the piincipal caufw of tuch 
iavlngs and reclu£tions, but that bii John Macpherlon had 
jfellowed up that caufe, and put the plan into motion and 
ojperation, and earned it forward, as he had been given to 
nodeiflarul, with judgement, temper, firmnefs and efFciSt : 
and it muft be admitted, that the beginning of reform, and 
tlie reduction of eflahhfhments, and particulaily the defal- 
cation of falarics and perquifites, are not amongft the moft 
plpafing or popul ir exeiciles of power. 

He declared, that he did not make thefe oblervations on 
tilt filence of the right honourable gentleman, with any 
party view or confidcration whatfoever, and he had too gootl 
an opinion of the liberality of the fentinwnts of the nght 
honourable gentleman, and of his regard* to juftice, to be- 
iieve that he would withhold any portion of piaife or appro- 
bation which might be thought due to that lionouiable Go- 
vernor for his public condudf in this or any other refpeif, 
becaufe it happened that he went out to Ind a by the xecom- 
mendation and under the aufpices of the Adminiftraiton m 
1781. He declared^ ^hat what he had obferved upon this 
Qccafton, was wjthoift; any concert with tlie honourable 
perfon tp whofe cofidudf he alluded, and without his know- 
ledge. He begged to Iby a few words on another part of the 
fight honourable gentleman’s ipeech on the preening F n- 
That gentieipafU had Oongratulared the Committee, 
4ind tfte Nation, that the smhrs cf India were getting rapidly 
mtp fttuatioQ tium could have been ellimated or ex- 

pected 
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peSed even in the laft Sir Grey Cooper Itm 

he favir no traces of a rapid progrefs* Doriog ohorfe 
the leaft year, the debt bad been reduced by the 
the fum of 15 lacks, or i50,oooU and no more* 
ration which was mentioned, and taken ciedit for, eefih* 
employment of a million of the Bengal reveinie H^contr 
muting bonds and oertihcates outftanding in Maul and 
Bombay, for debts of the like nature to be denut^We fi> 
Bengal, was not clearly Aated, and thirtfult of it wai not 
yet before the Houfe. But, upon the whole, he truAed 
more to the chambers of the men who now adminifbr t|ie 
affairs of India, for the profpenty and Iiappinefs of thofe jiro* 
vinc(*s, than to any accounts or eihmates, or to any of the 
moil ahk or eloquent explanations thofe eilimates of the 
prefent or probable future ftato of India. There was, by 
fbme fatality in that climate, a coaAant and invariable ti^n* 
dency to relapfe into the old habits of |)ecuIation and pro« 
fuftoii; and it would, in liis opinion, require ail the virtues 
aihi ill tht talents of Lord Cornwallis, ^l his inflexible in- 
tcgrity, and all the cneigy of his refolution, to give petma- 
nency and duiation to the fyAem which he was now pnr^ 
luing with fo inucli honour to himfelf, and fo much advan* 
tagt to the pi evinces, that had the good foftune to b<} Under 
his commuid. 

Mr. Dundas affirmed that no man was more wilHi^ thun 
himielf, to admit the merits of Sir John Maepherfon, wi^lu 
he held the government of Bengal, and, therefor^ be bcg|;ed, 
that his not having exprefsly taking notice of that gei^W 
man, in what he had occafion to Aatrto the Houfe on the 
preceding tridav, might not be mtcrpieted into iipy un* 
willingnefs on his pait to do Sir John Maepheribn every 
poflihle juAice, or a defire to have it underAood, that Sir 
John did not d^f&rve commendation. He had not mentioned 
that geiuleuiaii, becaufe the natoie of hi$ duty on Friday 
did not make any iuch mention iieceAary, nor couJS he have 
done it w ithout going more into matter not immediately don* 
iiedled with the fa£h it wras his buAnefs to Aatcf, thaA he 
felt It right for him to gq, becaufe in that cafe he muA not 
only have mentioned the merits of feme, but the demerits 
of others. lie had therefoie thought it more wife to avoid 
any fucli allufion altogether. Sir John Macplierfon well 
knew his feniimens refpefling him, and that there waiTnota 
Angle difpatch lent out to luin, w^le in India, that did not 
convey hidi approbation and thanks for the firmhefs, intej** 
gnty, and wifdom ol his condudl in many ilfAancel^ (per^ 
haps m feme of the moA odious exertions bf power; m the , 
leduflion of lalaiics, and other unwelcome duties.) * What;^* 
bad fold often in piivateu* he had not tlie AaaaUeA 
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tion to in t»Yiblic> and to affirm m the face of that 

Houff, that the condudl of Sir John Macpherfon, while 
Governor Genera] of India, had been highly Knentorious. 

Maj6r Scott explained the fafts relative to the Bengal debt 
bei^ ||^reafed» 

were read and agreed to as follow ^ 

That it appears thdrt the fum total of debts owing by the 
Eaft*-India Company, in their different fettlemens in the 
Kaft Indies, exclufive of the fums for which bills have been 
granted, payable on the Court of Diredlors at home, in 
purfuance of their orders of the 15th day of September, 
1785, amounted, according to the latell accounts received 
m England, to the fum of feven crore, fixty-two lacks, 
twenty-one thoufand and five hundred and fixry three cur- 
rent rupees. 

Rejolved^ 

That It appears, that the fum total of the faid debts, 
bearing intcrtft, amounted 10 the fum of fix crore, fo*-ty- 
cne lacks, and nine thoufand nine hundied current rupees. 

Rifolved^ 

That it appears, that the annual amount of intereft 
payable on the faid debts in India, was fifty three lacks, 
fifty three thouland three hundred and forty-one cuirent 
rupees. 

Rifdved^ 

That it appears, that the annua] revenues of the Eaft- 
Tndia* Company in rhe provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
OriflTi, and from Benares and Oude under the Leads of mint 
or coinage duties, poll office colleftions, Benares revenue, 
Oude fubfidy, Hnd revenues, culloms, and the receipts fioin 
the falcs of fait and opium, amounted, on the average of 
thtee years, fiom 178} to 178% to the fum ot five ciore, 
twenty-one licks, eighty eight thoufand one bundled and 
forty fix curietit rupees. 

* Refolvtd^ 

That It appears, that the annual revenues of the Eafi* 
India Company, in the provinces eff Bengal, Bahar, ami 
Onffa, and fiom Benares and Oude, under the fame heads, 
for the year 17821, are cftimited by the Governor General 
and Council of Bengal to amount to the fum of five crore, 
fix lacks, forty-eight tfipufind nine fiundied and fix cuircnt 
rupees. « , 

Th&t it appears, tjiat the annual <l>arge<, to be defrayed 
^hy tlw EfSft-^Indta Company in the provinces of Bengal, 
OtllTi, alid Benares, and Oude, under the 
beads ciyil, taihtarr, and inariie, the charts of collect- 
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ing the revenues and cuftoms, and the advances and charge^ 
on account of fait and opium , for the year 178J, are efti- 
mated, by the Governor General and Council ol Bengal, to 
amount to three ciore, fix lacks, fixty-two thoufand four 
hundred and one current rupees. 

Rcfolvedj 

That It appears, that the annual levenues of the Eaft- 
India Company, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla, and from Benares and Oude, under the heads of 
mint or coinage duties, poft-office colle£lion$, "Benares re* 
venue, Oude fubfidy, land levenue, cuftoms, and the receipts 
from the files of fait and opium, which were eftimated, 
for the year 178^, to amount in the whole to three crore, 
eighty- five lacks, one thoufand eighthundred and fifty-eight 
current rupees, amounted, in the whole for the find year, 
to three crore, ninety-nine lacks, nineteen thoufand^feven 
hundred and ten current rupees. 

Rtfolvedy 

That It appears that the charges defrayed by thai faid 
Company m the faid provinces, and in Benaies and Oude, 
under the refpcdlive heads of civil, military, an 1 marine, 
the charges of buildings and foitifications, ot collcfling the 
jcvenucs and cuftoms, and the advances and chaiges on ac- 
count of fait and op um, which were efluiiated, foi the 
year 178% to amount m the whole lo one crore, ninety- 
three lacks, thirty fix thoufand dne hundred and three cur^ 
rent rupees, amounted m the whole for the laid yc ir, to one 
crore, ninety-eight licks, eighty-nine thoufand nine hun* 
dred and thiity-three current rupees* 

RefoUedy 

That it appears, that the annual revenues of the Eaft* 
India Company, at the prefidency of Fort Saint George, 
and the fettle ments fubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic, 
and Northern Circars, under the beads of mint or coinage 
duties, fea or land cuftoms, fubfidy of the Nabob ot Arcot, 
and Rajah ot 7 anjore, land revenues, and farms and licences, 
amounted, on an averse of three years, from 178J to 
1787, to the fuin of twenty-five lacks, feventy-fix thoufand 
eight hundred and five pagodas. 

Rc/olvedy 

That It appears, that the annual revenues of the Eafl* 
India Company, at the prefidency of Fort Saint George, 
and the fettlements fubordinate thereto, and in the Carnatic, 
and Northern Circars, under the fame heads, for the year ^ 
1782 j is eftnnated, by theGovernoi and Cotincil of Maaras, * 
to amount to the fum of tbirty**two lacks, feventy-thtee 
^houfand and forty one pagodas, ^ 

Rijilvediy 
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Kcfilvcd^ 

Thar it appe;jrs, that annual cliarges, to he defrayed 
by the faicl Company, at »he piefiJsncv of bort Saint George, 
and in the Carnatic, and Nonbern Circa»s, under the ref- 
pc£l)ve lieads of civil, miliury, buddings and fuitlfications, 
and the'^cbarges of colledfing the revenues arid cultoms for 
the year 178^1 iseftimaied, by the Governor and Council 
at Madras, to aioount to tlie lum of thirty-one lacks, fevciity- 
fcven thoufanJ fevcn hundred and eigty-five pagodas, 

Refolved^ 

That it appears, that the annual revenue^ of the Eaft- 
InJia Company, at the prefidency of Bombay, and the fettle' 
ments fubordinate theieto, under the heads of land revenues, 
cuftoms, and farms, or hceufes, foi the year 1785, are 
eflimaied, by the Governor and Council of Bombay, at the 
fum of eleven lacks, (eventy fix thoufand (ix bundled and 
one Bombay rupees. 

That it appears, that the annual charges, to be defrayed 
by thi Eafl-India Company, at the prefidency of Bombay, 
and the fcttiements fubordinate thereto, in the year 178J, 
areeftimated, by the Goveinor and Council at Bombay, at 
thirty-fix lacks, fifty-one thoufand two hundred and forty-* 
fiveB onibay rupees*. 

Rcfolvtidy 

That it appear?, that the annual revenues of the Eafi-* 
IiKlia Compariy, at the prefidency of Fort Marlborough, 
and its dependencies, arifingfiom cufjoms, farms, and lict n- 
les, amounied, on an average of three years, from 178J to 
178J, to the luin of ten thoufand one hundred and fifteen 

Mr Smith. Mt^Smiih (late Deputy chairman) brought up a petition of 
thi United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
Kaft Indies, fetting forth, that theexpe.ncss of the late war 
have unavoidably, brought a very he;\vy ch.irge upon the 
iieiifioners^ trealury in England, and, although large fums 
have been p^id by the petitioner kin conlequence thereof fince 
the date or the petition which tltey prefenied to t^i,is Houfe in 
t're year 1786, yet cpufiUerable fums ftill remain unpaid, 
lome of which wil become due before the ift day pt March, 
1790, hefides a fum agreed to be advanced to the Public 
(fubjeiSl 10 certain conditions) on account of a cLim, (oi; 
.yi(Slualling His M^jefty’s troojMi in India, and for His Ma- 
jefly*s troops ferving fheire, and alio befides a debt incurred 
in China, and fartbvf advsyrees ri.€Ct^ffary to he made for the 
*purpofes of the China tr^^de; and that the ordinary receipts 

money by the petitioners before the ifi day of March, 

. with j:hc cXvicifc of fuch^ powers as they are. 

' novy 
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now inve/leil wiih to raife money, will not ^e fufficient to 
anivier the fcver.il demands upon them during that period ; 
and tlierefoie praving ihe Houfe to ijke the premifo into 
conii leiaMon, and to grant them (uch father poweis as to 
the Houfe lliall le^m meet. 

The fam-* was read, when ^ir Gfty Coo/if liked if 
eflitnites md accounts numbered 15, 16, and 18, which 
hid been picfenrcd loth" Committte on the preciding Tii- 
diy ind n )t tjitn entt led i pon, were m..ant to bf nnJe the 
pionnd ct whitLvrr iclolii ir>ns migl t be moNed on the 
iuhjtL*-!: ( f tlu. petii’icn, ihit hidjnll been pieiented ^ 

iVIr. Clnno lloiPitt nnlwf icd in the aSiimative. 

Ml. Hufft) ddircd to know, il the lum the Con pany now ivrr.Hwfirf 
wiftud to borrow, was o\ci and above tliC lum they had 
iaft h'^en illowed to hono v ^ 

^/r. Cb Mc< |]oi Pift laid, it was. 
h I- ttition \\ IS ord^ic 1 ♦*> b** taken into condJetatiou 
on tlie morrow. 

Mr. Char’Ct P hiviorr jifen to move for leavp^ to ^^r Ch«p* 
bring 11 i bill r luive to tint pirt of the Newfoundland 
fiflifiy, which, b’^ thiliUti ity of peace with I r incc, WaV 
c« d d to th It nitioij, cbluvtt* ^h.it he would not d# ta n ibi. 

If lit, long, 1101 go into the liku^fion of tiv* fubjctl it kaig', 
but i(i<ivc a nior#- txtenl^d lULll'Pilnn r a lubfcKpiCnt 
ftageof tht bufindi, when the Houl-* fliould hue the hiH 
betore thtm. lie would only, tbrirtoie, for the prelent 
tike i gtneril v’ew rf*t‘ e Uib He reminded tlie Houle 
of the lituition in win b the fiihencs ot Newfoundland had 
bf’en plicfd, in rifpev 5 ltous and th^ I icnch, by the treaty 
of Utrecht, and in wh .t meafuie that fitmtion was varied by 
the laft treaty of peace . A declar.ition upon this fahjedl h.id 
been firice (igncJ and v ^changed by the tivo Courts, in vvhicli 
there was no flinl'l engagement with the Court of Pnnee. 
that flie fliould enjoy an exclufivi, right to the whole of the 
fifhtry in the places tlicrcin fpecjfied (from Cape Bom Villa 
to Cape St. John, and thence to Cape Rayc) buton^y a fti- 
pulation to pr^\»-nt theTnitifli fubjerSK fipm inolefling them. 

He explained ins conflrucflion of thtlc‘ ftipulations, and 
dwelt upon the diftin< 51 ion between that loit of concurrence, 
which molelkd or tended to moleft, and that which did not. 

He laid, his opinion would he for c»ii afting under a liberal 
conftruchon of that declaiation in»proof of our good faith, 
and finceie defire to pieferve the full extent of the mean- 
ing of the article that referred to the fifth aiticle of the de- 
finitive treaty. Mr. Chancellor Pitt ftited the policy of 
England’s keeping as feparate as poffibV the fillienes or the 
two countries, fince an intermixture *migbt create jeajoufy-t 
and make the French acejuamted with our mode of curing 
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the fiffi, and alfo thoie particulais, that gave us fo evident 
a lupeuority in that important branch of Biitiih commerce. 
IJe thought It would be right to give notice, that the fti- 
pulation^ of thetieaty appeared to relate only to thecoafts 
of Newfoundland, and that clearly the rrcncli had no right 
to the inland fifhery ; to that in the rivets and creeks, 
where, it fi tire \ excellent falmon fifticries abounded. 1 hey 
had a light, liovvevei, to hflj in the mouths of the rivers 
for lalmon. He explained the utiluy ot uniting both the 
fifhcius, urging the extreme di lad vantage Aat muft refult 
fiom the 1 rtiicli being conhued to one fpecies of hfhery, 
ciihci that ot the cod, or that of the falmon; and after ftafing 
that the lois of the falmon hihery would amount to, betwef^n 
5000L and Ooool a ytai, he co»cluded with moving for 
leave to 1 ling in a hill 

To tinblc Ills Majtfly to mike fuch regulations as may 
be necefluy tor picventmg the inconvenitru s which 
might arik fioni thu competition ol Hu Maitlly’^ tubjefts, 
and thole ot the moil Cluifuan King, in canying on the 
“ fifliery on the coails ot the aland oi Wwfoun Hand.” 

'I he lame w is afteiwaids picluUtd, r^id a full time, 
Old red to be rc id a Itcoiul time on the morrow, and to be 
punted. 

% Grey Sir(w/y Oo^ij liked, if the right honourable gentleman 
Coopu (Ij^I mtan to liy lomt papers befoic the Houle, as 

giouiid^ of his intend d bill ^ 

Wr Ch-ii Mr. Clnncillor P it aniweied that his modt of applying 
«isUor rut to th< Houii, without previoufly laying papers before them, 
washy in auans without pi ecedtnt. lii the pielent cafe. 
Ills Maje'iyb Mimllers were apprized that theie were per- 
ions who meant to lend out fhips inimediitely undir a con* 
flruifiion of Ur uticK ol Uil d hnitivf tit ity, and luhft- 
(juuit dvcIiiaLKii, which it was highly n^edfary foi Parln- 
inent to prorivnince a falie conllrinSlion, and that Imgle fadl^ 
heconctived, was a fufflcienr ground foi Ins motion. He 
dedaud h meant to piocetd vv*th the bill in iuch a manner 
as tJ give ail partis - concerned, or l/ktlv to oe concerned, a 
full opportunity t)f Hating their objetfiions, if any they 
iliculd have to llate^ which ht did not think very probable 
to he the cafe. 

'J he 01 del of the day having been moved and read for the 
Houte to go into a ( (nnm ttee on the bill to rcguh»^e the 
flit me tiials on controveittd eledions, the Speaker left the 
chair, and Mr. Nevillt took his ieat at th^ table. 

'1 he Committee then proceeded to fill up the blanks, 
which occilioncd a great variety of converialion betwef-a 
Mr. CnenMllf, Mr* Pitt, the Attorney Geneial, Sir Grey 
Cooper, Sir A Li.. rtigufon, Mr. Sheridan, Mr, Pultencv, 

mV, 
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Mr. Baftardj Mr. Jolliffe, Mr. Vynef, and others. At half .y> 

after eight, the Chairman was clire<Sted to report progrefs, 
and afk leave to fit again. 

M. Gnfcoyne brought up a petition bf tlie merchants, tra* Mr, Gaff 
ders, and other inhabitants of the toWn and port of Liver- 
pool ; fetting forth, that the African flavt trade forms a 
very confidcrable part of the commerce of Liverpool, and is» 
as the petitioners conceive, prodinftive of the gieateft advan- 
tages to the kingdom of Great Britain, and inleparably con- 
necSted with the very exiftence of its Weft Indian territories; 
and that many of the petitioners have embarked the whole 
of their foitiines in the faid trade, confined their commercial 
pnrfaiis to the profecution of it, and relic d upon the faith 
of the Legiflature for a continuance of that proteflion and 
fiipport which they have thought prope r, for a great length 
of rime, uniformly to grant ; and that feveral others of thet 
petitioners have expended very greats fuius of money in pro- 
viding convenient fituatlons and buildings, chiefly for the 
more expeditious and advantageous equipment and outfit of 
velfols for the* laid trade, in whicli tlioiifands of His Majelly’* 
ufeful and loyal fubjeils are daily employed, and many 
otIk-'I's of tlie petitioners, although not immediate adventu- 
rers in the Afiican trade, are yet owneKS of houles, build- 
ings, and lands, the value of which would dimiriillied irt 
a very alarming dc-gree, if its abolition ihould take place, it 
being well knovn that the benefits arifing to the toWh of 
Liverpool from lluit trade have, principally, occafioned this 
kind of property hing ftamped with its prefent immenfe and 
very extraoidinnry value?; and that, by foilering and encou- 
raging the African ilavc trade. Parliament has animated tlm 
petitioners with inch a Ipirit of entrepri7<e and perfeveranceft 
as to have given tliem a decided pi'eference to any other pore 
in the kingdom for the magnitude of tliftir dealings in it, 
and luperior accommodations of their African veffcls; and 
that the Ihips conftru^lcd for this particular trade, are re- 
markably expenlivc, very unfit for any other*, navigated by 
a greater proportion of feeman and mariner.s than is required 
upon moft other occafions, and are fingulaily calculated for 
His Majeily’s fcTvice upon cafe,s of emergency; and that the 
petitioners with aftonilhment obferve, by the votes of the 
Houfe, that many perfons are endeavouring to obtain ail 
abolition of the AlVican flave trade, terming it contrary to 
the principles of humanity, and dilgraceful to the Country, 
yet the petitioners are willing to believe that fuch perfona 
are actuated by good motives, but conceive that they have 
been greatly mifmformed as to the manner of carrying it on, 
and are not fufficiently acquainted with its importance to 
the ftate ; and that the flave trade is ueithet contrary to the 
VoL. XXIV. C • principlei 
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of humanity, nor difgraceful to a country, may be prc- 
fumed from the complete admiflion by otlier European* 
powers of the i)ropricty of following it ; and its great ad- 
vantages may be farther known by the extreme avidity with 
which a nighbouring rival nation is, ixs the petitioners have 
been informed, at tin’s time, encouraging it with bounties 
and rewards in that country, unknown till the prefent pe- 
riod ; and that the fuppreflion of the llave trade w ould be 
attended with confetjuences little fhort of ruin to many of 
the petitioners, who have tluis, under parliamentary faith, 
embarked in the trade, and invelled thcii property as before 
ftated, would be highly injurious to tlic interefl: and public 
revenues of this country, and operate as an clleftual bar to 
future commercial emulation and enterprizc ; azid iherefoie 
praying, that they may be heard, by their counfe), againll 
the abolition or refticllon of this trade bcfoie any relolu- 
tions, or a l)ilj, be palle^l by the f louih upon a iul)jc«5l ol lo 
much national importance, in which they aic fo peculiarly 
fituated, and fo greatly concerned. 

The petition was read, and ordered to iie on the table. 

S‘tr William Sir PVilliam Dolin’ tiy according to order, brought in a hjll 
j-Q regulate and prevent certain inc onveniencics that iiad 
arilen in the mode of tranfporting natives of Africa to th- 
WeftJndia Iflands. 

Tlie bill was read a firft time, and ord leJ to be read a 
fecond time. It contained clanfes to oblige tb*c furgeon and 
the mate of each Ihip employed in tin: /Mrican trade, to 
keep an account of the number of Afucans laken on board, 
and of their deaths, and atteft the«lame on oath, and alio 
claufes to limit the number of Africans taken on board in 
proportion to the tonnage of the veflel, and to oblige tlic 
captain to ufe ventilators, &c. &c. 

Mr. Gaf- Mr. GaJcoyfje obferved that, doubtlefs, it was in the re> 

.c</ync. rnembrance of the Houfc that when the converfation took 
place upon the fubjeft, on the preceding Wednefday even- 
ing, he had given no opinion either for or agairrft the bill; 
but had declared, that he had written to his conflituents 
for information and inflruflion rcfpcL^ling it, at the fame 
time communicating tlie heads of it in iris letter. He could 
inform the Houfe, that he had lince heard from Liverpool, 
and be was enabled to declare, as well from havir.g beeu 
poflefled of the fentiments of ’thofemoft immediately inte- 
refted in thequeftion,,as from his own convI£liou on more 
mature deliberation, that the bill was not likely to be pro- 
duftive of any go«d conlei|uflnccs whatfoever ; that it could 
not pafs without bringing forward a premature difcuffion of 
the general ,queftion, which the Houfe had, wifely, poll- 
poned to the next felSon, and \vhich, moil: undoubtedly, 
• could 
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could not be gone into, with any profpe£l of meeting a tcm- '' 

perate difcuffion at prefent. Mr- Gafcoyne objefled to the * 

mode of regulation propofed in the bill, even if it were ad- 
mitted that reguiatidn were neccffary^ declaring his having 
reafon to bdirve it not practicable in itldr nor adequate to its 
propofed objedl. After a decLiratioti that he conceived the 
inconveniencies on whicli the bill was piofeffedly grounded, 
to be more Imaginary than real, and believed, alio, that if 
the bill proceeded, his Confiituents muft I)o heard by Coun- 
sel, and fuch a variety of evidence gone into, as would un- 
avoidably occupy more time than the period of the feflioii 
would admit, he concluded with moving, “ that the bill be ' 

read a fecond time upon that day three months.” 

Mr, Bth'kdak feconded the moticu]. Brick- 

Mr. IViUiam Smith regarded the hill as indlfpenfahly requi- WillU^ 
(ite to anfwer the purposes of fiumanity, and put a flop to am .Wb, 
the cruel practices whicii (he feared) were but too truly ftatecl 
to prevail in that branch of the African 'I'rade, to which 
alone the hill pointed. He did not wonder tliat tire honoura- 
ble gentleman (who naturally entertained too good an opi- 
nion of thofe gentlemen with whom he was conne6ted, and 
who were immediately concerned iti the African Trade, to 
believe it poUible that fuch pra^lices llioiild prevail in the 
condudl of a traffic (over which they prefuird) Ihould op- 
pofe the bill, and talk of the great quantity of evidence that 
mull begone into. If the honourable gem leraan, and thofe 
who oppofed the bill, defigned to examine witnelles againil i 

it, he hoped they would bring forward their evidence in us ^ 
cornpaft a fhape as poflible, and occupy no more of the lime f 

of the Houfe than was necelTary, lie declared, he ftiouid /; 


be extremely glad, indeed, to be fatisfied that thofe cruel 
praclices, which he (feared) did prevail in the tranfport of 
flaves, were matters of imagination only; but lie could not 
entertain an idea, that a point fo generally talked of (and he 
might add fo generally credited) was wholly gromidloli. If 
the fa6l were fo, it mc»re particularly hcliovcd thofe 'gcntle-% 
men who had fpoken of calumnies fuppofed to liave been caft 
«pon the perfons principally concerned in the Slave Trade, 
to come forward with alacrity, and hyaffiiiing in forwauling 
the bill, or at leaf! in laying ther neceffiiry evidence before tl^e 
Houfe, to help to clear them from the fufpicions, which 
certainly prevailed again ll them to n very j)C)\vertnl degree. 
Mr, Smith faid, he hoped no gqfUlvman would attempt to 
mix the queftlon of the prefent hill, with the geaieral quel- 
tion of the policy, propriety, and humanity of the -Slave 
Trade, with which, in its provilions, it certainly had noruS 
ceffary connection, but was a feparate and dill inct procevd- 
ing, diredted to a feparate and clilUij(fl objeit. He urged the 
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pccftflity of the Houfc interfeiing, without d "lay, in a cafe 
llut called for reform ; and to winch an ealy and immediate 
regulation was applicable ; anti he roaloned upon the appear- 
ance and conftrudlion tlut the conduct ef thole who Ihould 
' oppofe it inuft bear in tlie eyes of every reafonahle man, 

nuintaining that an oh/hnate leftAance agamlt granting any 
relief to the fultcungs of our Icllow' cieatiuea in Afiica, 
could only be imputed to a conlciouinela of the ex'flence of 
the gilcvantcs in queition, and an mrerefted dtfne to avoid 
Jnqul^^J in order ro piocraftinate and delay regulation and 
refoim. Mr. Smith conclude 1 with declai mg that h ‘ would 
oppole t!u* long poflponement of the leiond loadin^, ulm h 
luid been jufl: moved, and vote for the LilTs 1 1 »ng r^'ad a fe- 
cund time on that day which the hououjaMi Il.uonct (hould 
piopofe. 
lir.Vouns. ] 

fuppoiting the poAponement ptopoHd by Mr* 
Gafeovne, ohltrved, that when the mind fhinild exp mil lo as 
to embrace the whole of ihcohjctTs tak< ir jii b picfi nt 
bill, witliout at ail loc'kiiig at the moit' ')t uTv p'lujji 
c|iieftion, lie was petluaded geiiticnien would ler. ilie i 
ditficulry or lather tlu ittti impo/nbdit^ of | aibng rh^* ho- 
nouiahle Jiaronet's hdl m tbr fliort pt riocl of tlu pu lent l( ffion. 
The honourable Jlaiomt had, und^ ul>rc.dW* .(< d u witli 
tilt hell views and under ihoiiud^ libera! a lU liun aiu notioiii^, 
■vMlhing to afford as early a poffihle to oi»i liith ring 

(as he had hotn vciy glad to hear th m callul by the 
honou! able gentleman, who ipokeJjd) m Af.ita; but, ho 
was fmc the honour ible llaromt was |iot awart of the w*dc 
fiild for dn'cnfiion and nujuuy Ins bdl would fead to. The 
IioiiouraMc gfutli man wim fpoke lall(Mu Yovuig obkrscd) 
had called upon tire honourable goiitlemen, wijo oj, poled the 
bill, to come foiwaid and clear theinfelvis fioni the lufpi-* 
cions which thv^y had incurred* It was iieithei fair nor par- 
liamentary to charge any let of gditlemen with being lurlde 
to liifpicioitj on account of therr public condudl as members 
4lDf that Houfe 

Mi.Smah. Mr. Sm://^ interrupted Mr. Young, and begged to fay 4 
word or two to explain. He was callo^l to order. 

Wi.Young. jvjr. proceeding, remarked that cvci y gentleman had 
an undoubted right to ad> uponhrs opinion, and upon the in- 
foiniatioii he had I'eceived from thofe moft converl.uit with 
any fobjeft before the Houfe. Much found argument might 
be advanced to prove the* hnpropricty of going prematurely 
into the difeuffion of the prefent hill, and to Ihew, that neither 
the ends of private feeling, nor of general hun^anity, would 
be anfwered by pufliing it to a hafly decifion, but that, on 
the contrary, thehaidfliipsand fufferingsof the African flaves, 
if fuch cxifted, would fee more likely to be incrcafeJ, than 

diminilhe^ 
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fhnuniflicd by it, while the Brltifh commercial intetefts, at 
far IS they wr-ic conncdlecl wuh it, vrould he unnectflcinly 
hjt ijiiiLriallv injjr^cl. To ill u Pa ate this, Mr. Young put 
t'lc eje, thitthc hill piflcd, and tint ih^ poit of Liverpool 
llu'uJd lend out tlncc fliips conllruifleil and altered according 
to v\l,atrv^i miglit be the propoLd icgulalions; that, upon 
thtii amv.il ui Ahica they mi:’ht find two I renchfliips th^re, 
i‘i>r of Lrgu tonnige than ilu r own volkls; that-, foi want 
pi piiiLhaki:> thf market foi might prove temarlably 

cli< 4 ; tint they bemg lelliaincd by the adl coulu take no 
more thin thue hundied Pa\i' on boaid, while the h rench 
ii !]>'', bu np uikUi no inch riftiaint, would tike fi\ bundled 
on bo ml, oi jk rhap'. only fom hundud and nlt\. oaUl 
not thi 1 ink'll in tlial cale, go to the V\ ih-lndia maikets, 
vi» df f « \ dpille .dvanuoo; and \\ )iild the caiiic of ganeial 
lieminit’ b*** »t all Icrstd*' Mr. Young dcclaicd that his 
oun innul kd tcv\ irds jjinuiples of general humanity m re- 
fafd u thi V hole of the iiib cdL as the honoui able gentle- 
II n \vh ) hP, well knew , but he w is perfuaded, that 

t u pieniutuuly palhng the prefent bill would defeat its owa 

V i K 

d'claKd thit he. had b'-en mifunderfiood by the Mj, Smith* 
noi '♦‘III who IpoU^ iiA. He had not talked 

tl^^ iulpw loiH under w'nrh the hoiiouuble gt nticmtn who 
opprlulthc Dill Iibouicd; bui im^ely ohieived rhit, as they 
had, 1 few ciiys flncc, prokUed themlelves, extreintly anxious 
ioi iiKjuny, moidn to clear tbt mei chants and rradeis ofLi- 
M i))u )] m the lelpicioti of countenancing the cruel prac- 
tu , \ hicnw^ie upoU'dto picv-al in the condiuSl ol the 
fl i\ tnd', It ] iiticulailv Khoyed them to lujiig forth their 
ev k n ^w, and aflill tlu TIoufe m putting tlu pi fent bill 
n ro a po^cr and piac ic iblc lhape. With legird to the 
huiom gentlemm who had moved to poftpons the fe- 
coii 1 I ling of ihi bdl foi thtree months, hi. had not m- 
tthdtJ lo call the leafV ifclle^.^jon upon him tor liis condurt, 
and l‘f hopi d the honom ible gentleman wa. far fioin thinking 
tb.t in wliit he laid* he liad aimed at any luch purpofe. 

Loui jP r.rijrrt deaaicd th it, alter what had falU n fiom the Lord Pca- 
honourahle gentleman near ban (Mi. Snuth) he c >ukl not fit 
fdent. In the fiift place, thecmel pra£f iccs affi rted to pre- 

V il, he flatly denied to have ever cxilled. riieabVii m of 
tlu ' i exiAence was matter of diie<*^ defamation and gioi ca- 
lumny. Itwasabfuid and inconhftenti to luppole tint men, 
whole piofit depended on the health and vigour ol tlie Afri- 

^can nattvps whom they carried to tlu YV eft Indian market, 
would, purpofely, torment and diftrels them duiing their 
paflage, fu as to endanger their lives, meiely (as it might be 
Uid) that they ought /ivc b;/ the But*, the ablardity out 
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of the qucilion, ho flatly denied the fa<5l. The honourable 
gentleman had called upon him, and upon thofe who took the 
part of the merchants and traders, who were concerned in the 
African trade, to come forward, and afflfl: in clearing the 
charadlcrs of thole whom they defended from fufpicion. 
But, the merchants and traders in queftion deferved no fuch 
fufpicion, and the charge originated in mere calumny and 
mifrcprefentation. 'J hat caule carried no very favourable 
compJedVif.n, which had two fuch difgracefnl fore-runners. 
The honotv* .thk gentleman obferved, that he Ijad decbned, 
7:hat the merchants and traders of Tdverpool wore anxious 
for an inquiry. Undoubtedly they wuc cxtiemcJ y anxious ; 
but, for what fort of an inquiry ? Not ahally, ].rctTiature, 
intemperate difcufllon, (belated by diTainariop, and Influ- 
cnced by paflion, bat a full, candid, and lobei mvoiligation, 
for the fake of truth, and the farii'facriv-?-! of rerdon, When- 
fuch an inquiry took plac-:, it wouM Iv.- found that all 
the idle ftorics of ctu<Jty, reported to be romn.cn cn board 
the African ftiips, were nicregfoundie^'s ca!\imnu:^. At pre- 
fou, he was convinced no fncli inquir y could taiie place, nor 
could the hill in quefoton, or any thing lib'c il, anfwer the 
obje£bcven of the honourable Raronrt. 'I'he merchants and 
traders were, by no means advoile to inquiry, or ndverfo to 
a proper bill of regulation, lince tiiey ackucmiulged tliat 
there might be fomc imlividuals in tlu^ trade, who were bad 
men, governed by violence and pa/lioiu His Lord/hlp de- 
clared that he had full authority fjoni tlie merchants and 
traders of Liverpool, to fay they vvpuld ihemfolves come for- 
waul wislt a bill during the courfc of the enfuing feffion, or 
affift the Houle in forming one, to put the trade under proper 
ttguiation, but at prefcot he was perfuaded that it was irn- 
praflicable, 

(Mr# TrAc, Mr. A?? ah' declared that he never bad atSed in llint .Houfe 
from fo bale a principle as that of paiTion ; dirdainful idea of 
fcomful motive ! He was perfuaded the honourable baro- 
xiet, was equally free from feeling any fuch fliamcful impulfe. 
In his mind the honouiabic Baronet defer^d tlie united thanks 
of the 1 Joufe for Iiaving introduced I'uch a bill as that before 
them. He verily believed the hououral)Ie Baronet polTeired 
as noble and as excellent a heart as ever dignified an hviman 
‘ brealL His bill did him thehighefl honour, and that Houfe 
ought to receive it with gratitude, and foftcr ii to their bo 
foms. Mr. Drake r<*ad the preamble of the bill to convince 
the Houfe of thtf humanity of its ohjeCl:. The preamble ftateJ 
that it was to prevent the hiccjjvrnic^idcs tliat w^ere fuppofed 
toexift in the mode of conveying the natives of Africa to the 
Weft Indies. He^faid inconveniences was, in his mind, much 
too mild a term, * It had^ ho, adopted as a 

<jonciliator3| 
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conciliatory word; but har^ips^ fcveritksy cruelties^ or anf 4- 

otlier ftrong exprelTian, would be a more appofite term to be 
adopted; and when the bill got to a Committee, he would 
move I'uch an amendment. He reafoneJ upon the necefliry 
of carrying fo humane an inllrument into immediate ciTec% 

Itating tlie fevere hat Jfliips that the poor Africans I'utFt-red, 
and mult fufFer, if llx: months were allowed to pafs ovn he- 
fore any attempt was made by that Houfe to relieve tliem. 

He deferibed .the miferies of an infinite number of poor 
wretched human beings ciowdcd and crammed together in 
unventilated fliips, and without heiiefit of any of theluimaiui 
regulations propofed by the bill; and which the Houfe, when 
the Ifili Ihould come to the Huge of a Coinmitlcc, might mo- 
dify and adopt. Mr. Drake conelmled that, he Ihould vote 
in favour of the fecond reading of the lull, fo as to enable ihrr 
houle to pals it with all reafon.iblc diipatch, in the courle of 
the prelent Tefllon. 

Mr. Brickdale hoped lliat he fliould not be thought inhn-Mi.Biick- 
man for having feconded the motion to poftpone U\c fecond 
reading for three months. He had done it fi lently, willung 
to hear what were the fentiments of otlier geinlemcn \uAoic, 
hedt.livered his own, Connedted as he was witli gcniJenvMt 
riumcdlatcly concerned, and that in a variety of ways, w^vt)l 
t!-e African tiade, he had felt it to liave been duty to f ‘ • 
eond the motion ; but his own private fentiments led him to 
wiih that the trade were pur under fome regulation ; that re- 
gulation, however, he conceived could nor be hiddenly and 
halhlv agreed on with any profpeft oi fuciAns, ft would 
qiure moie cool invelligi/ion and temperate diicufhoiv; th.«n 
the Houfe would have time for during the couiie of the pre- 
lent feflion. 


Mr* fPljltl/rcad very humanely urged the Houfe to go or. 
with the bill. 


Mr. tVlut* 
Lrcad. 


Mr* defired gentlemen, before tliey refolved to con- Mr. Roic. 
rinuea debateoii fo important a fubject, to afk tljemfrJ vi-ii 
whether it became the caufe, or would tell in its favour w iih- 


out doors, wlien it fliould be known that it was agitated in !«> 
thin a Houfe? He therefore advifed the honourable grin Io- 
nian to withdraw his motion, and that all paities fliould 
agree to let thedifeuffion iland over foi the moirow, when in 
all probability there would be a much fuller attendance. 

The Attorney General obferved, that tlie Houfe had, inaThrAttor, 
manner, been taken by furprize, no notice having been given CicnaiaL 
that there was any intention to bring forward the moth):). 

Mr, Attorney faid that there might be a flop put to the Houle 
proceeding to debate a minute longer, by moving to have it 
counted; but it would be more decent in itfclf, and more re- 
pedtful to a fubjeft, on whicli much of the public attention 


was 
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that p^^iwsttset Aoufid he ptx an end tc^hy wiih** 

drawing the tnotipn. 

Mr^Bwnfoy Mr. Seatifoy profefled himfelf a trarm friend to the bill, 
but remonftrated againft farther agitating a motion of the. 
magnitude of that before them in fo thin a Houfe. 

Sir Charles Middleton moved that the Houfe might be count- 
ted, which, being according to the ftanding order, was obliged 
to be inftantly complied with, the Houfe was counted out. 

The following papers were put upon the table of the 
Houfe, for the perufal of the Members. 

The average amount of the Window 
tax, for three years preceding the 
year 1784, which ended the 5th of 
April 1785, is - “ 416,311 16 95 

The prefent aftiial receipt of the old 
window tax by the Jaft accounts 
that were made up, and which were 
for 1785 - - • 380,906 15 5 

The accounts of the year 1786 are not all received. 

An account of the a 61 ual receipt of the Window Tax, under 
the Commutation Aft, from September 1784, to March 
1 788, with the arrears and deficiencies, diftinguifhing each 


year. 

* Receipt. 

Arreir. 

Peficiency. 

1784- 

Half* year framthe lotli OiV, 

460,855 IS 4 l 

j,uoo 0 0 

5 >Oo 5 4 

1784 to 5th April 1785 
I7«5* 

Year coding 5 April 1 786 

508, 36P I — 

2,000 0 0 

13,187 18 s 5 

1786. 

Year ending (;th April 17S7 

485,905 10 

35.805 7 >4 


ir« 7 - 

Year ending 5th April 178S 

150,484 s 

3®>.530 »3 <* 



N. B. The arrear on account of the years 1784 and i78 ;> 
is afeertained with all poflible precifion ; — It is apprehended lb 
much more will come in; but poflibly foroe part, or the 
whole may prove deficient. 

The arrear on account of the years 1786 and 1787, will 
fome part he deficient, but what proportion cannot be afeer- 
tained till the year’s accounts are fettled. 

John Trenchard, G. Blount, F. Fownes LuttrelL 

Office tor Taxes, 2ad May, 1788. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

T^^ayp 2yth May. 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt moved the order of the day for the 
c6Uor lit. tQ refolve itfelf into a Committee to take into their 

confid^ation the petition of the Eaft India Company. 
Mr.Huflejr. Mr. conceived that the account of the Eaft India 
Company’s debts at ^ome, and of their property, Aouldhave 
* been 



been laid before the fo «e 

fee how their affairs really ftood, bef0re thiy p^oibee^ed’ ta 
grant them leave to raife an additional Aim upon credit* 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt anfwered that the Company did notrMr. 
require a credit to which their circumftanCes did not entitle 
them; and he imagined that the papers on the table^ which 
would be referred Jto the Committee^ would proye fully fuf* 
ficient to Warrant their application. ' 

Mr. HuJJey confidered the papers on the table as^ mere Mr. Hufhy 
cafli account, and thought that the Cornmitlee ought to have 
more fatisfadory papers belbre them; and in particular an 
accountof the quantity of ftockof varipus kinds in their ware- 
houfos. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt ftated his reafons for thinking other- Mr. Than* 
wife, andfaid, the balance was, at this moment, in their fa- 
vour, and that the Company flood in no need of prefen t re- 
lief ; but as the balance would be againft them in March, 

1789, in confequence of the quantum of bills, &c. drawn up- 
on them, and that would then be due, it was right to take 
care to grant them a power to raife a fum equal to the de-. 
mands that would come upon them, and which arofe from 
the meafures tiiat had been taken to bring home the India 
debt. With that view he meant to move in the Committee 
tLit they ftiould have power to raife i,200,000l. 

Mr. contended that it was giving them a power that Mr.Hu%, 
might ha ufed to the difadvantage of the rublic ; and, there- 
fore, it W.1S the duty of that Houfe to proceed with extreme 
caution, and to have the fullefl information before them^ 
when they gave their confpnt to their borrowing fuch an ad- 
dition to their capital. Mr. Hufley mentioned the very great 
uncertainty of all their proceedings relative to the debts, of' 
the Company, inftancing the fadt, that the Company's debts 
in India, in the year 1787, had turned out to amount to 
above a million more than that Houfe had voted them to 
amount to. 

Sir Grey C$oper obferved that it was the old and eftablifhcd sir Ow^ 
principle never to allow a trading company to borrow more Cooper, 
from the Public, than the Public flood indebted to the com- 
pany. It was therefore highly neceflary, that a full account 
of the ftate of the Company's affairs fliould be before the Com- ^ 

mittee. 

Mr. Smith (lateChairman) faid that if the Houfe went into 
the Committee, the ftate of the Company's affairs would of 
courfe come out in debate, and he had nbt the fmalleft doubt 
but that it would be found, that the ipplication in the piw- 
fent inftance was perfedlly reafonable. 

The Speaker then left the chair^ and Mf» Gilhitt having 
taken his feat at the table^ 

VoL. XXTV. D . Mu 
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CSfete( 4 ||^Pf 5 t 'ihe rSatoiis of the Company’s 
If^aitiameiit, and the grounds on which 
he hehl It juft^edl Me iaid that theie wcie two cafes 
id be made on which loftedi the proof, that the Com- 
piny Were jciftlfied !n their petition to Parliament, and that 
both of them appealed to him to be fufbcicntly made out. 
He afbgnedthe reafonsand the nectflity foi th^ii having their 
e^tnhtion granted, imputing the occafion of tlitii applica- 
tion to Ifave anfen m a great racalure horn the extcnfionof 
tbeirtrade^ in confbquericeot the late meafures of Government. 
He laid that he would not touch then upon the comnuiti- 
tion fl£l, becaufe, advantageous as tint meafure had turned 
out, and effentjally beneficial to the levcnuc as it had pioved, 
anhonoiirablegentieman, who hadundertaken t<^ Ihew tha^ the 
very leverfe WaS t1ie fa£l,had gueii them to underfl ind ih it a 
day would be adopted foi a full diicufiion of th it topic. He 
mentioned among othei c lules of the Company’* winting to 
borrow a faither lum, their having bttn under the neceflity 
of femling 300,000!. to China, in conitqucncc of th«- ti eights 
from Bengal failing by fo much in their txpc 61 eil produce. 
Gdntitmen (he (aid) would find the debts of the Company to 
be 834,000!. lefs than ui the yt u ,md fio»n the pre- 

fent appearance of things. lUppofing peace to continue, the 
Company would in 1)91 have above tiuec inilh ^ns oicr ind 
above fufficient to diiiln^-ge then cLbts. He ckchicd the 
amount of their bond debts, and othei incukat il debts (in- 
cluding the demand which Govei mnf nt h ul upon the C^om- 
y>any, and which, whentvti itcanit to be lirjiudatcd, would be 
found to he very conf dt 1 ibl y abov eF 500,000!.) and h t againfl 
them the Companj''s capital, then floating property at the 
period in qutftion. and other matters, m older to make out 
his aflertion. After an infinite variety of ftatemeuts, he 
moved a rciolution purporting that it was the opinion of the 
Committee that the C'om nan y ilioiild be empovveitd toboi- 
r6w«iumTtot exccednig 1,200,000!. 

Mr. HuJJey dccinied that he knew rot vvb it bad happened 
itilce tb^ year 1786, to |uftify the prelcnl appi cation. Mr. 
Huffily was proceeding to ftateia what light he law the Com- 
pany’s affairs, whui • 

Mr. Chancellor P/tt^ interrupted him, merely to favc trou- 
ble, by dating, that if the honourable gentleman took up the 
tnattei in the way in which he was piocctdinjg to date it, he 
9iud go hack as far^s the year 1781; wheieas hehidgroun- 
ed all that he bad r«wd; on the date of tlie CompanVs af- 
fairs m the year 1786. 

Mr* Huffif refpmed bis argument, and proceeded to date 
the dtugtion of dife Company; campanng their capital witli 
tbi^ debc% &c. in his own way, oblfcrYing, that where pub- 
• lie 
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Uc credit was concerned, tteyow^t tcypl^ 
of view* He then, recularly traced the'fevetiit that 

had been made to theCompaiiy*s capital, andgraupded ojany 
arguments, upon the amount of It at diiTerent. periods, in* 
ferring fiom the whole, that the right honourable gentle^ 
man’s ftatement was noi, to his mind, perfedlv faUsfa 5 ory« 

Mr. Smith (late Ghaiiman) begged totiy a few words, m Mi.SmUU>» 
order to enable gentlemen to judge for themlHves, whether 
theie was any rifque in voting the prefent refolution. Mr. 

Smith then took a view of the Company’s affairs at the end 
of the war before the Lift, and traced them from that period 
up to tlie prefent time. He contended, that they had btsen 
veiy deeply in debt, but that they letUiced that debt to one 
million and a halt in the courfe of the laJl peare, and at ihe 
time of the commencement of the wm, their affaiis were in 
the moll piolptTOus cunditlon that they ever had h^en in* 

At the Hid of the wai, they found thenifelves diftieifed, and 
the lealons weie He mentioned the diflerertce of 

the expence of fieiglit, and various other circnmftancts ; and 
aftci dwLllii'g upon thelt particulars ho cMuimemtcd the re- 
lief vvli.ch th*^ Company had, at Jitlcrent recclired 

from r nliiunenf, and flaicd, that they had cleat cJofl’doo,OOoJ. 
per anniiin <»fTlie»i dobt ^'ncothc war. 

(tti) CoOfip thought that the cnlaigfhg tin Tmn due s»f prey 
fioin the ]^ai» India Company to tlv' Public, was dingerxnis , 

to puidji uula. l!equin<il a pamphlet to fuppoit his ob- 
jeflions, on liie tcoieot tin immenfe diams oftheiu alury of 
the Companv, occahoned by the fums fent to C’hma in order 
to bung tea !*(=*’ s ami •mentioned the derant>»m nl, if not 
rum, ot i any brancbiM of home inanufatS lire bvt]KO\tui- 
iionof thvi C'ompany’s tiade, and the low pnci-s at which 
they fold tin 11 goods, bnnging huge qinnliti»s to lale unex- 
pedtcdly. He paiUculai !y inftanced the nuiflin manufa£lu- 
leis of LancafpMs and tlie mnnuLiAiners of hcoiLind. 

Mr. Chancclloi Piii conten^hd that the honoinahie £aro- Mi. Chan- 
net was niiftakcn. ‘ 

Th(*ieiolution was then is:id, and agreed to. 

T he Older of the day was read forgoing into a Committee 
farther to confidi^i ot tht charg/s againft Sir I lijah impey. 

Sir Gilbnt EH ott mo\ed, “That the Speakei do now '»<«■ 
leave the chan.” 

Thfi Juorfjc^ijcmiral contended, that the charge relatise The Atto^ 
to the Patna Caule, li 11 was any enlarge againft JChjali ncy Gewo- 
Impey, muft prove equally a ebargf againll the whole Court. 

In 1780, tire fubjecl of tlie cliaige became a»i objecSl: of par- 
liamentary confideration, and an adt had pMitd upon it. I'he 
£aft-India Company had agreed to give fecurity, iit cafe the 
fentence wa$ not alSrmtd by the Privy Council in the coude 

Da® of 
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of jwfaj. {MUtiesjOyOOol. »ti 4 , that day, bo 

Mmrftbod, We^ymttor to &Mft>l|idfa Compatiy had te> 
eeived nothcHi «)f itt Ixiag fot down for hearing, ne afked, 
thwefore, tHbetber that Houfe wovld wifli to proceed with 
the difcutSon pf a.caafo that was to come on for hearing be- 
fore a tribunal moft proper to <kcide it i 
Hr.Aaftrn. Mr. At^fUihtr declared, that his reafon for wiihing the 
Hoofo to proceed was, that the caofe was totally at an end, 
tad that no party had any longer any intereft in it. In or- 
#er to illufirate this aflertion, Mr. Anftruther recapitulated 
the circumftances attending it. He maintained that the 


hond entered into by the Ean-Itidta Company, under the 
of 1761, #a8 forfeited, fince the five years expired in January 
1780. He conceived the whole bufinels to be a cottufion be- 
tween Sir Elijah Impey and the Eaft-lndia Company ; and 
he ftated the chaige as criminal, becaulc Sir Elijah Impey 
adtittf corruptly (he meant not from pecuniary motives) had 
ovefm the whole judicature of India, for the fake of extend- 
ing hisown jurifoidlion. Mr. Anftruther added, that if it was 
really too late in the felbon to go tluoogh with the charge, 
he foould think that a fit reafon for putting it off; but he 
W9S far fiom being of opinion that fuch was the fiate ot the 

Mfo. . 

u 8i«. Mr. GrttmllU observed, that the honourable gentleman 

^ had juft ftated the ftrongeft reafon for putting olT tlie charge, 
when he menfioned the latenefs of the perio 1 of the fedion, 
which he declared he (Mr. Grenville) felt to be a ftrong ob- 
jpQhm to going on with it. Mr. Grenville did not admit 
the whole of Mr. Anftiuther’s realoning, as he could 
think there was any ground for the fufpicion of collufion be- 
tween the Eaft-India Company and Sir Elijah Impey. He 
added other teafons for being or Qpinioo that the charge ought 
not tOfioMie on, while it was going to another tribunal, though 
that oirCumftance, he admitted, by no means debarred the 
Houfe foom exercifing its fundions telpeiftiug the charges in 
future^ 



lfr.*|irk#. 


Mr. Jt^ruAer replied ; and after admitting, thm: if the 
Privy Council foould affirm the fentence, it would, in his 
mind, proceed Tome length towards'the exculpation of Srr 
Elijah, enlarged upon his former argument. 

Mr. Grenville fpoke in explanation. 

Mr. Burkt obierved, that the whole remindlBd hitif of a 
ftory of Sir Robert Walpole^ who, retiring from the fa- 
tigues of public bufinefs,* defired hk fon to get him ab^ to 
read to him. The fon aiked him on what fubjed ? Should 
he get him Idftofy k No, op, foid Sir Robert,, net hiftory ; 
there can be no truth in that. He admitted philoTophicai 
tmvelib ^Plfoy; butluftoi^ he£ud,eou)a 


not- 
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not be ttoe* Mr. Burke AjrplW liMs Aatj to Wr, 
argument^ and talked about youhg ftatefmeo, amt Vho' were 
£lled, as it were* with Wine, and had all the body and 
ftrength of it; while older politicians were obliged to take 
up with the lees, which were fotnewhat ftale and Toui;,, Mr* 
Burke next ftated all the particulars of the Patna eaufi^ ia 
the inveftigation of which he had many years Cnee taken a 
confiderable part The £!aA-lndia Company, he laid, ori- 
ginally brought jt before that Uoufe, and with great warmth 
uiged them to inveftigate it. They Itad caught the Coof^ 
pany’s warmth, and felt with equal ardour. They took it 
up, and conCdered it as fo outrageous and bad, that no ap- 
peal could be expedled. An a& tms pafled for the imme- 
diate relief of the Magiftrates of Patna, and the CompanY 
gave bond to have the cauie heard before the Privy Cooncii> 
Air. Burke Hated the manner in which the bill had been cur- 
tailed in the tioufe, declaring their nabk had been reduced to 
vinepenee. Bur, as a little pra^ical good was better than 
mountains of fpeculative advantage^ they had patiently fob- 
nutted to hold fall by the remainder that was left of their 
bill. The Eaft-India Company, who had bfen fo hot npoa 
the buCnefs, grew cool upon it direiHIy afterwards. Tho 
firft thing they did was to prevaricate and leave the ma- 
giftrates of Patna, who had been dragged Tome hundtied 
miles before a jurifdidtion they knew nothing to amuCs 
themfelves in pnfon, as they had been told in anAther place 
by dancing in irons to the jingling of their chains* and to 
regale themfelves with the perfumes of the common fewef 
pf the pnfon s of Calcutta. The Company, Mr. Burke fiud> 
bad made a falfe entry, and had altered their own record { 
and they had been guilty of the grofteft frauds and villaftiol 
to prevent the eSe& of their own petition, and bad omitted 
to (end the adl out to India. And what had they done Cnee f 
They had forfeited 30,000!. for the purpofe of defeating a 
criminal charge againft that criminal whom they bad called 
upon the Houle to proceed againft. Mr. Burke enlarged On 
thefe particulars, and applied the nommque fremaf to- in antnm 
of Horace, to the nine years that bad elapfed ftnee the ^ 
fubjeA was Crft agitated, declaring, that nothing i|ikuld 
make him add a tenth. He took up the caufe for the fake of tbe 
rights of the Magiftrates of Patna, for a man whowas a Mtf- 
giftrate before thedirtyEaft- India Company had any power 
over Patna. He alluded to the expreCion of a bit of wax 
hanging to a piece of parefammt, as applied to a charter on 
which depended the lives of millions, andalked if they, the 
Commons of England, owed no more protedton to India, 
and its injured inhabitants, than a Company of Merchants 
pQuld |pve them ? With regard to the iatenels of the feafon. 



^AClJAMfirNTARY A*i 78 S^ 

be t)wised, that mmy things bad great weight when compar- 
ed with that circumftanca; buf when it was confidered that 
the Patna caule had been protrafted for nine years, luiely 
they would agree that the protraftors, and not the milerable 
inhabitants ot India, ought to be punilhed. He fubmitted 
it to tlJe feelings ot the iloufe, whether, when Magillrates 
had been dragged four hundred miles from their native pi ice 
to be tried bv laws to which they were lliangm, and fuf- 
fered to remain in pnfon, they did not merit attuition ^ That 
Houfe, he laid, was no prilon, although he knew it W4IS not 
extiemtly well calculated for bufinefs in luinmer, yet 111 a 
cafe of Inch magnitude, oudmary conhdeiations ought lo 
give way, and they ought not lohold out to India, that Sir 
Lhjah Im pc y, being one of tlieu owncoloui, one of th"ir 
gang, as it were, upon tins account he fhould be piotcvSed 
by them* Jhcaub thi Kilt-lndia Coinpuiy had delayed to 
do juftice 1 )i nine that Houfr ought not lopievaiit ut* 

For his pail he would not, foi no Hoiacc Jnd tuld Luii to 
keep lus peace ten ycais. 

Mr* Smith, Mr. Smit/j obh \ ved, th it hr rofc to e xrulpatr himfelf fi (>m 
the afperfion winch lh<- nght lionouiabh gcnrlnmn (Mu 
^Burke) had call on the lall-fndii C'oinpanvr, dcclarii\'» he 
had fatfor miny ^cais aiiioiigll the UhcHois, and with a^ 
good men as thole with whom the iighi honour al>lt genile- 
man had alTociared, without any dilparagrmr nt lo the g ntle- 
men, be tliey who they might* Mr* Smith jullificd the con- 
dud the Company, declaring, they were always govctiicd 
by the advice of their law officers, ^nd that they liad as rc- 
fpeflable I tw officers as any 111 the piofeffioii* 'lluyhad 
called on their law officers to take caie that no time was iolt ; 
mnd he defied the right lionourablc gentleman to prove that 
the Company had been guilty of anv piesancation, fr of 
having, at any time, attempted to Icreexi any man’ from 
juftice* 

Mr rhirt- Mu Chancellor obferved, that ihe fubjed had raafid 

^celloi rui. more warmth than It Icemcd to icquue. Ihe honouiable 
gentleman liad told them, that they were not to truft to 
hiftory, an 1 a great many moie things that had very little to 
do with thecjLieftion. An honouiable and learned gtntk man 
had admitted, that if the Privy Council had alhimid the 
fentence, tint would go a great wiy towards exculpating Sir 
Elijah Iinpey laid, 1 never admittLd that*] 

Mu Pitt declared, the adniiffioa w^as too fair, too icafonabic, 
and too candid, foi the light honouiable gentleman to have 
made, undoubtedly ; but it fo happened, that he alluded to 

* another perlon, an honourable and learned gentleman oppo- 

fitetohim (Mr* Anftruther)* As, tlierefoie, the caule was 
to go before tlic Pr^vy Council, and as it was poffible for the 

fentence 
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fentence to be as by next fefEoo they wonld* 

know whether it ^afne on or not, he thought itsfar more ad-^ 
vifeable to watt till then, and the more elpedally, lince by 
going into it tinder thofe circumftances, they would break 
through a principle allowed to be a good one, and by putting 
itotF, they would be able to go into it in future with more 
accuracy. I'hc riglit honourable gentleman had laid that 
thr.t houfe was not a prifon ; a ftrong argument, in his mind, 

(Mr, Pitt obferved) for not going into the confideratiou of 
the charge. If the houfe had boon a prifou, they, might have 
fomc hopes of l)eing able to detain the members, and force 
them to attend tlie confideration ; the cafe being otherwife, 
ill all probability if the charge came on, they would haveto 
look for tlicir mt- mliers at the diftaqce of four hundred miles 
from thofe walls. He could not, however, believe that gen- 
tlemen were ferious in wiftiing to go into an inquiry, which 
it would be impofl'ible for them to finiih in that advanced 
period of the feilioii. The right honourable gentleman him- 
jclf had too many avocations, avocations that were both ho- 
nourable and ufeful to himfelf, to wifli to go into it. 

Mr. Anjiruther anfwered, that he did not think the inquiryite.Anftra- 
would take up fo much time as the right honourable gentle^ *^bcr. 
man feemed to imagine. On the contrary, <one two days 
would be enough for adducing the evidence, which was moft 
of it written and documentary ; and going through the charge 
before the feflion clofcd, he really thought would be a great 
objeft. Mr. Anllruther liiid, he pufli^ it now, bqcaufe a 
hona fide deciCon could not be had. With regard to any Ihort 
remainder of the feffion«hat there was to come, no man but 
the right honourable gentleman could afeertain that event, 

Lecaufe no man but he knew how foon it would clofe; it 
might laft two months, or perhaps only one w-eek longer. 

I'he Attorney General^ in anfwer to the charge of 4n in- Tke Atror* 
tended coilufion between the Eaft-Tndia Company and Sir 
Elijah Impey, mentioned the opinions of Mr. Mansfield and * 

Mr. Roiife upon the fubjeft, and all<.cd if any man could 
fuppofe that they would become parties to a collufion ; or, 
that, liaving fet their hands to the record, they would not 
fairly argue the caufe before the Privy Council ? Mr. Attor- 
ney faid, that the Eaft-India Company would not pay their 
bond, though he admitted, that it was forfeited in law. 

Mr, Anjiruther hoped that his honourable and learned friend Mr.Anftni-. 
did not fuppofe, that he had the Icaft fufpicion that gentle- 
men of fuch ref^dlablc chnra61ers as jPCir. Mansfield and Mr. 

Roufe would countenance a collufion. 

Mr. begged leave tocontradi£l a right honourable 

gentleman, (Mr. Pitt) who had fuppofed him to have admiN 
ted, that thcEaft-Irtdia Company bad requeued to have the 

^ obligation .i 
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^‘JWlgation lipon them to give referring the fen- 

^rence to the Privy CounciU inferted in the a<l 9 : of 1 78 1. 
bad'faid no fuch thing, but tlie contrary, affirming, that it 
had nor been defired by the Eaft- India Company, nor by that 
Houle, but by the bigheft authority, the Lord Chaikellor, 
at whofe exprefs requefi he had inferted the obligation on the 
Company m the bill, Mr. Burke defired the right honour- 
able gentleman, who had proved fo bad an hiilorian, not to 
take upon himfetf the office of being his hiftorian ; declaring 
that he had rather trull to the Public Adveitifer, the Morn- 
ing Chronicle, or the Moniing Poll, as reporters of Ins 
fpeeches, though be did not confider them as the moll faith- 
ful records. He coitiplained of the right honourable gentle- 
man’s treatment of him, and faid, the opprellioii of gieat 
parts and great powers was too much to be borne. It re- 
minded him of a llory of a Roman lady, who had mairied a 
man with a bad breath, and when he was dead, the widow 
was alked how llie could bear to live fo long with a man who 
had a foul breath ? The lady (having been a virgin when Ihe 
man led, as part of that Houle was) had faid in leply, that 
jjhe thought all men’s breath was the fame.* He had heard 
levere things fiom many Minillerswhofat in the place which 
the nght honourable gentleman filled, but he had (ufleieJ 
more froiA theoffenfive and foul breath of the tight ho- 
nourable gentleman, than from that of any Minifler that had 
gone before him. The honouiable gentleman over the way 
had boalled of fitting m as good company as ever he did. 
That was a bold word. The Marquis of Rockingham, Mr. 
DowdefweiJ, the Duke of Portlanoi^ and Mr. Fox, were not 
cafily matched. Mr. Burke ridiculed Mr. Smith’s Handing 
up as godfather of the Eaft India Company. The honour- 
able and learned gentleman oppofite to him, he obferved, had 
declared that the Eall India Company would not pay their 
bonds ; he had not faid that they would pay them, but that 
they were bound to pay them, as indeed the honourable and 
learned gentleman had admitted; but, in truth, the Com- 
pany would neither do juAice nor pay their bond. 

Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pin anfweied, that he thought he never 
«dloi Pitt., had heard apropofition more diflindlly laid down, than when 
he had heard the right honourable gentleman fay, the Eaft- 
India Company had requefted, that their being obliged to give 
fecunty to refer the fentence in the Patna caulc to the Privy 
Council, might be infyted in the adl of 1781. The right 
honourable gentleman mad complained of his treatment of 
him. In the heat of ddbate, a warm expreffion might efcape 
|iim; and, it mull be acknowledged, that the right honour- 
able gentleman being himielf remarkably guarded, and cau- 
tious of faying any thing to oSkad others, was peculiarly 
( judified 
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juflifieJ in taking oftence at any thing 
faiJ of himfelf. With regard to the Mihifter ^ho fat w^ri ' 
he (lid, he had not heard ib many MmiAers as^ the right 
nourahle genileman, and therefore he could not remember 
what fevcie things they bad faid to him, but the right ho- 
nourable gentleman had given fuiEcient proof that he bad 
forgotten the fevere things that he had hiinfelf faid to Mini- 
fters. ^ 

Mr. anfwered, that he would plead guilty to theVr, Bmkt 

cliarge of liaving neither been malicious m the firft inftance, 
nor vindii'^live in tl.e I'econd, 

1 he tiuellion was at length put, and negatived : it was 
th n movi.‘d, and carried, that the faither conliJeration of 
the charge he put olFlill tliat day ttree months. 
l‘he Houle adjourned. 


IFLdnifchyy 2?yih ATuy^ 

Lord Penrhyn brought up a petition from the mercliants 
and traders of Liverpool, Hating the long exiilence of thu 
Ari ican tiade; the cfl’eniial benefits the country had derived 
from it; tJjc encouragement that the LegiUature held out , - 
to individuals to embark their fortunes in it^ and the injury 
tiiat they miift neceffarily fuffer from any fudden meafure 
being taken reipe^iing it. Having heard, therefore, that a 
bill w'as in the l loufe for the purpofe of operating a partial 
regulation, which' they conceived to be founded on fadls that 
wete not true, they prayed to be heard by thcmfelves and 
tluir coLinlel againll lliejaid bill. 

'i’he petition having been read, was ordered to lie on the 
table. . ^ 

I ord Pcufhyn then moved, "Lliat the faid petitioners be Lora Pen- 
“ allowed to be heard by their counlcl oa the lecond reading 
of the hilL’^ 

'I'he quell ion being put, it was agreed to. 

, Mr. Ewer brought up a petition from the merchants of 
London to the fame effeft W'ith the Liverpool petition, and 
a limilar motion was put upon it, and agreed to. 

^\x IflUtam Dolbcn now ri fing, declared that he was far<sir M iKurr 
from harbouring even the moft dillant intention of thwarting ^oii cu. 
the prayer of the petitioners, or of oppofing their defire to 
be hearc^againfl the hill. All he defired was, that the bill 
which he had brought in, might rne^t with fair play, and 
that if evidence againll it was lillcned to, he might be; per- 
mitted to bring evidence in fupport *of it* I’he purpofe of 
his introducing a hill on the fuhj(x£l: of the flave trade was not 
to bring’ forward the confideralion of the immorality of that 
trade; it was not indiroftlv to accelerate a premature difeuf- 
VoL.XXIV. ■ ' L 





\ vta^ certain regqilatiaiis, 

% e^r'^ftabalilhiiq^^^cngetber ^ the attention of 

#a^ainetit to aopaiticular and dijUindi qbje£i, which might 
be iTVade the ground of immediate regulation, with- 
ffdlt mvolving any of the larger or more general confideratibns 
tCK the fubjeifl: might lead. It was, in faft, to fave the 

" orflbndceds and thoufards that muil neceiTaiily periih, 
\ if i€^e«ftich r^oUtions as he bad adverted to, were riot adopt- 
/ ji& V 0 ?ithotit delay. When he had firft afierted, that fo many 
^ werei liable to he loft by the continuance of the praftices, 

1(iwhich hehad been given to underftand, had obtained in the 
tfanfport ^>f the natives of Africa to the Weft Indies, he had 
uppn to bring proq/ of bis after tion. He had an- 
r ISi^rei, that he was not then prepared to bring forward the 
n^^apy evidenc€^ but that he would undertake to do fo on 
A ru|UEe d^y. It was now foine days fince he had declared 
m /hfspjace, that he was ready to produce many of the mofc 
reipia<§tabfe charafters ; in ihort, witneflesout ofnumI)er. and 
every defcription^ of perfons likely to be coiivarfant 
w4|h Who would prove at the bar,,, beyond all 

cprttradiAion, that the grievances he had complained of a£lu- 
elly extfted> and that there was fuch a ftowoge of the per- 
fpjts of tlic unfortunate Africans, on board the tranfport vcf- 
fels, for the fake of faving a penny, as muft ftrock the hu- 
manity aftd roufe the indignation of that Houfe, and of every 
man of feeling, in the covintry* ' Thefe miferable wretches 
\had not a yard fquare allowed them to live in, while, in that 
iteirrow fpace they were loaded wfth fliackles, and faftened 
to hand and foot to foot to one another. When he had 
was ready to prove thefe fails at the bar, he had un- 
/’^)p|tood, that the honourable gentlemen, who had appeared 
tpbit a.dverfe on the firft mention of the bill, had declared, 
would not ob}e£l to the bill, if fuch fa<3s could beVuh- 
which they did not believe was very probable. 
He vrpuld do theih the juftice to obferve, that they had only 
. ^made that declaration on behalf of themfelves, and had re- 
ferved the right of farther oppofition, in cafe their conftitu- 
entsihould fo inftrufl them. It* now appeared, their con- 
ftitiients had fo iiiftrudled them, and two petitious had, that 
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the pdlicy^and pro- 
i jpriiave un^r certain regqiiattpiis. 


day,^been prefentcd. If the petitioners could controvert the 
fa£ls,he had ftated, they ought to be heard ; but, if the throw- 
ing in petitions, and Alefirmg to he hea^d by counfel, was 
rneiely ^ manceuvre to put off his queftiop for another year, 
sfn order to enjoy another yearns advantage of fuch inhuman 
praAiccs, fo thati^any lives would be loft in the interim be- 
tween Parliameht, it would be a 

ilujoef^nfult (jiiiHtliat Houfe, and^o anfwer at all to thofe 



who not only »fl*rted wry ftrang ro^*i hht 
• firing the Houfe to credit their aS^tiodiSy dedafedtbdy Wre 
ready to bring evidence to the bar to prove the fads^ and 
they would leave it to the judge naent of the Honfe to decidiAy 
whether tlie evidence did not .fubilantiate them beyond all 
coutradi^ion. It was ftrange to think, that the gentlemen 
interefted in the flave trade Ihould luppof^ that thofeperfoDS 
uhom he m^ant to call as witntfles in fupport of the fa<5tshe 
had ftated, were prejudiced people, who having been difap* 
pointed in the trade, now wiili<dto ruin it. AVheb^tfie 
Houfe had h ard them, they would he able to decide, whej^ 
ther fuch an infinuation was at all grouncLd. He had heanli 
feveial extraoidinary things allrrted in defence of the fubfift- 
ing mode of llowage of the Africans on board of fljfip, in 
their paluge to the V\'eft Indies* Many had faid, that the 
Ihips moll ciowded were the moll healthy, and others, , that 
the time the ncgioes palTed on hoird a fliip, while tranfport- 
ing from Alnca lo the Colonies, was the happieft part of a 
negro’s life. Strar'ge as thefeailertions were, they had been 
gia^rly urged to him as fenous excufes for the prevailing 
pracftires, although it was undeniable that‘the negroes vtere 
in Hiacklcs, and hound hand and foot all the time of their 
naflage. Sir William affirmed he had no bhjedl whatever 
hut the caufe of humanity ; he had all along meant to avoid 
any thing like perlonality, and he tiuficd that he had done fo 
that day. He had a very great refpeft for the merchants of 
Liverpool and London. He fliould be a tnoft ungrateful 
man, if he did not piofgfs and feed liberally towards the .for- 
mer, fince he had been moll hofpitably entertsinied at Livet- 
])oo1. Indeed he believed that he had eaten more turtle tliere, 
than lie had ever eaten in thecouife of his life ; bur he would 


readily give up their turtle and burgundy* for mock turtle 
and plain port, if they would confcnt to forego fome part 
of their profits, for the fake of accommodating the poor ne- 
groes better, while on fhip-board. I'he merchants of Li- 
verpool, he veiily believed, were not aware of tlie hardlhips 
the natives of Africa fuffered while on board of their (hips ; 
but in order to en..ble^them to judge of the pleafantnefs of 
their fltuation, he faid, let fome of them take a fummrr voy ■ 
age to Africa and the Weft Indies, under fimilar circumftan- 
ces ! And, as he under ftond there were generally two houies 
4;oncerned, let them unite liand to lund, and foot to foot, as 
well as unite intereft and purfe, and thus chained to one an- 
other, let them continue lolltng up^Jn the waves during dan- 
gerous ftornis, and perilous gales, rolling about with fiiucktes 
upon them, in thdr own ficknefs and its confequences, 
fluxes, peftiiemial diftempers, and the danger ofj^remature 
death ! ’After experiencing thofe extra^dinary proofs of hap- 

E z piny$p 
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piSe/i, Iftt tJi'mpgpl merpliailts tolne to the bar of the 
Hduib, and fuTjtft^tmte their affertions* and he wauM rca* 
d/ly give themVred^t* and io, no doubt) would the Houfe* 
He again repeated, that he liad evidence t^ prove the fa&$ 
that he alledged. Cientlemcn might throw in their petitions 
by way of taking advantig* of a parliamentary manoeuvre, 
where bills ot an ordin iry nature^ were under conGderation ; 
but, he tnul^ contend, that it was hot fair, when the lives of 
hundreds and thotHands were at flake. 11 tlie oppofers of 
tl^e bill were to he allowed to go into evidence to contioveit 

« efafl:s on which the bill was founded, he trufted he fliould 
allowed to bring forward evidence to fubftantnte thofe 
fa£ls. To deny tins, would be to deny juflice, in like man- 
ner, as if Whertacnmiilal was anaigned, a Court of Cri- 
minal Judicature was to declaie thernfeKes rculy to liften 
to the pnfoner’s defence, but unwilling to hen tlic exidence 
in pioof of the chaige. Sn \ViIliim coicluded with dtcla- 
iing, that he ho|^d the Houfe would not fufFer any artificial 
or Intel efted dehy. He w« rcidv to mo\e thu the hill 
he read a fecond time on T ridi}, c r MonJ-^y, or an\ otlKi 
eailvdav, fo thit he fli^tld not he dcpi velot th- oppor- 
tunity of paffing it duung tJie coerie of tbt piefm flion. 
ill. Aim 1 Matt V having oWeivedthat when the liDjriff in 

qncftion fell lafl under the coniidei anon cf the Houfe, lie 
Ind heard a nobb* I-»ord talk of the calumnies that weie raft 
upon thofe concerned m the flave trade; added tint he could 
iDtconccue wlnt motive tHofe who profifled Ihemfelves 
fnend«5 to the piefent hll, and deftfous of either wliolly 
aholiflnng the llave trade, oi putting it under fuch reguh- 
tions aj were more reconcile ible to the principles of huma- 
nity, could lnv( to calumniate the merchants of Liverpool 
and X.ondon 1 or lus pait. he confiJered himfdf is under 
many very grea* obhgitions to the meiclnnts of tl\i» coiin- 
Ti v; he had the higheft lelpeft for the chandler of a mer- 
chant!, and confe(|nentIv he coi Id have no moti\e for fup- 
portmg the prdent Bill like that of a dcfiic fo join in ca- 
lumny. Did not gentlemen, wlio wiflied to put oft the 
pie^ent bill, think that feveial thoufijid lives might be lived 
I \ Its being carried^ Ami if lo, would they perfift in op- 
pofing it^ Peculiarly did it behove them to be caieful, that 
they attended to the calls oi humanity, in that vear, beciule 
it was exadllv a centufv^ago that an unfortunate family had 
been expelleci the cduntry for breaking its laws ; but he 
would vontuietQ lay, thal the unfortunate family inqueftioa 
did not exert fuch tyranny, as we daily exerciled over our 
flaVes and menial fervants» Mr. Mai tin declared himielf 
much agitated on the bufinefs, and lie hoped gentlemen 
Would ufle<5t on the igiportance of the fubjeft. If after the 

faifb 
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faSsf that had HeeA ftated by tike 

gentlemen could refufe to give their confent toctHe^pfefent 
bill, let them retire to rell with what appetko ttey 
might.’^ 

Lord Penrhyn obferved that he felt himfelf irreCftibly 
called upon to give fome anfwcr to what had beein faid by 
the honourable Baronet and the honourable gentleman below 
^im. They had alked what grounds there could be for 
oppofition to the bill ? For his own part* he could declare 
that his conftituentsi under the faniSioii and faith of Parlia* : 
ment, had continued for many years to carry on the Afri- * 
can trade; that they had every reafon to think if a legal 
trade, and fuch as tliey might purfue without imputation of 
inhumanity. Such ihips as remained, and had not jet 
failed, were equipped, and ready, and his conftituents thougiit 
it hard that they Ihould be prevented from fending^them on 
their voyages, when they had committed no crime, and 
becaufe the credulity of fome perfons had been impofed upon. 

Was that no ground for oppofing the bill? Surely it Would 
not be contended that it was not folid ground for obje&ion?< 

The honourable Baronet had talked a great d^al of the pe-. 
titions, and had ftated many ilrong facts agaiiift the peti- 
tioners. After what had been faid, might not the peti- 
tioners have a wifli to clear tliemfelvei; and was not that a 
reafonable wifli ? The honourable Baronet doubted whether 
tliey would come to the bar. DidJje think they would not 
have their charadlers cleared? MolWndoubtedly they woul(|]^ 

'J"he honourable Baronet Ifad urged the great and urgent 
neceflity of pafling his bill in tlie prefent ftiSon. W'hat eftedl 
coukl it produce ? The greateft part of the fliips employed 
in the African trade were already failed ; it could nor there- 
fore have any operation upon them; and thofe captains, who 
were yet to fail, after what had paSed in that Houfe, would 
be cautious in what they did from principles of prudence, 
if they were not influenced by motives of pure humanity. 

"With regard to the quellion of the honourable gentleman 
near him, as to the motives that perfons might have for dif- 
perfirig calumnies, what inducements any perfons might 
have to difperfe calumny, he knew not, hut he was certain 
tlie merchants of Liverpool had been grofsiy calumniated. 

The honourable Baronet hirafelf, even he was avow- 
ing his defire to avoid any thing like calumny, liad been ad- 
ding to the calumnies already afloat, as he had no doubt that, 
when the petitioners came to Bring their evidence, they 
would prove the honourable Barer et’s alleged fafls to be 
mere calumnies,* and that the allegations contained in the 
numberlefs petitions which had been put upon their table,. 

Would be found to be calunftnies, likewifA His Lord/hip 







ot&nuLtito th^ 
jMafidc^ in'^iir^^ ha4. l^eiaAi ob.tain«di ' as the 

qvie&Qmta yiltkb they referred wa^ nat then hefore the 
the petitioners co^fidered the bill as an attack 
Dpm ttea^ ^hieh was not juflified by either fa£l or necef- 
1^; k. Sm^eA them oat from every other delcrij^ipn of 
merehahts, and. therelbfe feeling, it to be as anwarrantablet 
was M timeih they were determined to difpute its prin* 
thiwghout. . y 

’ Mu Chancellor PiV/ obferved that h^did not, in confe- 
^^iptbr ^nence of any remark which the noble Lord had advanced 
Ifiow that there was an intention to oppofe the queftbn of 
readki^thehill a fecond time upon the enfuing Friday : but, 
if ttere was, he would mention the caufe of his not joining 
m wy fuch'Oppofition. The noble Lord had fatd, the peti- 
tioRcrawere determined to difpute the prirKriple of the bill 
throughout^ He would tike upon him to afPert, that the 
petitioners could not, and that no man could difpute the 
principle of the bill; for, what was the prlncipk*, but an 
mdeavour to prevent a certain number of perfons, feiit on 
hoard of fliips from Africa to the Weft Indies, from being 
kept and treated during their paflage, fo as to be reduced to 
a great probability ,of mortality ? Could any man difpute 
fuch a principle f Thf petitioners might difpute the fefts 
Oft which the bill was prpfefledly founded, and queftion 
whether they ajcifted at or if the fa6ls were admitted or 
,p^e^ they might dif*te the fitntfs and propriety of the 
llgegakticns coutained in the hilb; but no man could fay, 
that if rhe faiSls adualiy exifted, it was not a right princi- 
of a bill, to profeis to meet thofe fa£ls with adequatq 
rs^ulatibns. For his own part, Mr, Chancellor Pitt faid, 
heihpufd not agree to any regulation which the bill might 
c^tain, which oppofed indirectly the trade itfelf, when the 
gkieral queftion^ of its abolition, was not licfore the Houfe* 
with regard to the prefent bill, its objeft was fuch as he 
iWaft agnee to, and fuch as the Houfe were bound to take 
wp; h^afe, having refolved to fufpend the confideration of 
tbic general queftion till the neat felfton, it became their 
4 ^tt to provide againft the poflibility of any abufe arifing in 


of tlieia for|>eufion ; and although the noble 
J^«wd had talked of jjno fafety which would refult from the 
. piodenc^ of thofe Concerned in the Have trade, in confe* 
iqtatice of what had •paiTed within thofe walls upon the fub- 
H did not. becotne them as a Houfe of Parliament to 
ihemfelves^on probable prudence of individuals, 
iltk cafeof importance where they might tn time provide 
fecurityj by a legiflati ve He did not know 

that had been fiated exifted, but he 



fawr a {toffibility thdTe aY)tires 
of their tate refotacion} andf furelji the 
right to ohjtA againft a hill calcylatecl to ^evenl the growth* . 
of iuch abiifes. He wifhed, therefore^ that the motion Hpid 
hidh for the petitioners not to be heard againft the fecond 
reading, but in a Committee, where the to<51s whieh thejr 
might realonably queftion, or the propriety of the regula- 
tions could alone be gone into. In his mind, the beft mode 
which Parliament could adopt, would be to keep the fubje^k 
entile till the feifion, and, thetefore, he fliould wilh 
to make as little alteration in any part of the condu£l of the 
trade as poflihle ; but if, upon inquiry, it was proved, and 
which, for ought he knew, would be proved, that it was 
earned on in a manner free fron abufer merely to take care 
to fecure that it fliould fo continue to be carried on, till 
next feflion, when the lloufe flood pledged to go fully into 
the confiJeratioii of every pait of it. At prefent, he could 
not foe any ground of objeftion to the fecond reading, and, 
tliercfore, he hoped, however ftrongly feme gentlemen might 
feel ro(pe<51ing the fadls which had been alledged as the 
grounds ol the bill, that there would be no difference of Of>mi- 
on as to the locond leading of the bill on tin* enfu mg Friday* 

Lord Peiiihynchaiged the right honourable ge/itleman with 
affumijig the ta^ls alledgod, which he deemed unfair. 

Mr. Chancellor Put anfwerod that whatever the noble ^v.Cbii 
Lord might think, the Hou^e furely would not conclude®* 
that he alfumed that the prefent flafe of the ttade produced 
thofe inconveniences whicli the bill propofed to pi event. 

He had expirfsly flattd,‘1.hat admitting that the tnde was 
at prclent earned on witliout abule, he wiflied tlie Houfe 
to piovide a fecunty, that it fliould continue to be putfued 
in the fame unexceptionable mann' r. 

Mu Fox obferved that he could not reflefl without con- 
cern upon the Ipecics of oppofii ion which had aiifen aguinfl 
the prefent bill. With regard to the principle ot the 
bill, undoubtedly, the noble I.ord had not been qu re ac- 
curate, when he faid that the petitioners would d'^oine 
the principle thoughoiu; but from whit he knew of hi** 
noble friend’s mind, he Ivas fure hTS noble friend d<d not 
mean to oppofe the principle of bill, in the accurate 
fenfe of the word principle, but to impute the tiuth of the 
fa£ls alltdged as tiie leafons and grouVds of tpe hill. That 
being, he was perfuaded, liis noble friend’s opinion, he won- 
dered he fbou'd make tliat a reafon for oppofing the b«!l 
upon tlie fecond reading. Such a bill as that, Mr. I ox find, 
was not to be anfwered by high foundthg wprd<«, and by 
faying, thefe abufes that are flated to prevail, .and liave pt Ri- 
valled for fome tiinr, aie calumnies. Oat dooi converfa- 

• tion,* 
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be calaomies ; but 
cm'(hofecaIamnies» imbicb were fadls ftated 
bjr a Memli^r irf ^tu^t Houie> in his plncc^ who bad ex^)refsly 
c)^lare 4 > be did not wiih the Houfe to ciedit him on his 
afiertit>r^ but that he Was ready to call witnefles to theibar, 
to prove every tail which he had ftattd. That being the 
cafe he, tot one, did aflume the fadJs, and it v^ould be ex- 
tremely uijuft to the pc itioners, were he not tomakefuch 
aiTuinption* He did n >t think theie was a man in that 
Houfe, who wifhed an oppofiiion to bill, if the fails 
lilted by the honoui able baronet wer^true, arid thciefore 
the peiitioneis Ihould havefaid, what ^ Not that we meant 
todilpute the pnncipl of the billy but we defiic to come to 
thebir of yoar llouli ro difpiove thole fiils; and, as the 
right honouiable gentleman had tiuly oblcrved, the time to 
do that ivas when the bill fhould be in a Cominittee, and 
not upon the lecond reading. He could not, thciefore, 
avoid ubleiviiig tint the mode of application which the peti- 
tionc IS hid adopted to oppolc the bill, \\ is lomcwh it fut- 
piciou^, ind looked like a dclire to delay ami poftpone the 
paffing of the bill, rilhcr undci the hope, m coulequencc 
of the advanced pciu)d of the feffion, and otlici tiicum- 
ftance<i, to get ii thrown 01 1 , thui fiom my contidence 1 \ 
their being able to pi ovc, tint the alltd|^cd J)uicb did not 
I he bill might undoubtedly be a bad bill ; the fails 
on which \% was giounded might be I illf ; tlic regulations 
and piovilions of the Will might be uiiwifc, and unht to be 
aJopttd ; eiihci migl t be wrong or light, but tlie i)ill ought 
not to be poll pored. It was ndl a mcaluie on the African 
tiavle in general, but a mealure oT a lepai lU and diftinil 
nature, which thu lloife, having refolved to fulpt-nd the 
coniidcration of the w lole of the geneial cjiitft on, weie 
bound to adopt, if, upon examination before the Gomnwrtee, 
i( could he made apphcahl*^ to its objeil. The right honour- 
able Mi. Vitt, Ml. Fox fiid, had anticipated a good deal 
of whit had iuggdleil itlelf to his mind, and doubtlcfs to the 
innid of every gcntlemTT in the houk, when he leiiuikcd 
that however much incrnel they might be t> believe thit 
the perfons emp!ovtd-in the braneh of the Afiican trade then 
111 quehion, would noM after wh'it had piffed within thole 
wa’i^^j^wventuie to coiyntenance or piailife abules lefpcifmg 
the ticatine^of tho<'kiegioe^ from Aftica to Aineiica, they 
ought iu>t to jepofer thepiielves on the piudence of indivi- 
duuls in apafe of nn^jorrance, but applj a proper legiflttive 
a guaid againft the poffibility of abtile. ^ Mr, \ t>x 
alked, if every gentleman did not lee, that there would be 
gi^iat entciiSufes and fp"jcuUtions in any tiade, liable to a 
kfs odious conftru^ion than th^ Have tiaJe, if, fiom any 
"" proceeding 
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proceedkig of tbat Hooie,' ^ofbettd|ii|! 
there was an apparent proliiabUity tjxat tfietr;ade^ 
might be, would be either aboUfliej^ or lb regulated durlhg; 
the courre of the enfuing feffion as to be "e0e&aatty altered! 
That being the cafe with the African trade, it wi^ a$ the 
right honourable gentleman bad fiated it» the t^ndoubtcNi 
duty of that Houfe to take care, if no abufe prevailed in the 
conduct of the trade at prefent, that no abufe piould prevail 
in It for the enfuing fix months, and even that, if any abufe 
did prevail, greater and additional abufes 0iould not be prac- 
tifed. He thought iS^at the fair way for thofe gentleman 
who conceived that the fa£ls Hated were not true, i would 
be to fay, Bring forth your fa<^s, that 1 may fee What 
thofe fads arc, and perhaps Whall prove that you have 
been mifled, when you thought yourfelf well^ informed-*^ 

. — 7'hat would be proper. The honourable Baronet bad 
alleited fads, which mightnor might not be true; but hU 
noble friend had (aid, they ^re not true; but he did not fay. 
Let u& go into them, but let us not oppofe the fecond 
leading of the bill.** Mr. Fox animadverted on this line 
of condud, as greatly againfl the petitioners, and faid he 
wifhed the |ietitioners to be heard before their Committee, 
where they might bring forwaid their evidence with efFed* 
He wifhed that to take place as foon as poffible, confiflently 
with the forms of the Houfe* He had heard a great many 
fads of a fimilar nature with thofe Hated by the honout^ble 
Baronet ; but he trufted, and did inoft fincerely hope^ that 
upon examination, they would be found to oo extiemely 
exaggeiated. He hoped and believed fo. In the firft phoe^ 
he entertained the prefumption, that mankind, who cer** 
tainly were not natuially ciuel, woidd h^t be dhiel where 
there could be no end ; and, in the «xt, he could not con-* 
ceive that the fads alledged were truf to tlie extreme extent 
that was alledged.*— If any thing ccmld convince him of the 
badnefs of the caufe of thofe concerned in the flave trade, it 
was the fort of arguments that werl reforted to fcr its de- 
fence. The honourable Baionet bad ftated fopie of thefe, 
and he had heard a variety of othvs of a fimilar nature $ 
not only the fituation of tt^ negro»%cm their paflage had 
been extolled as a happy fituation, but It had been confi- 
dently aflerted, that in the Weft Indks they were happier 
and better treated than the common fuwds of this couiritry* 
Such a mode of reafoning led him to filled that the caufe 
would not Warrant better arguments, and thence he iiatit- 
rally infeired, that the caufe itfelf waa*almoft indefenfibtaf 
There was another fort of argument wtufeh he i|*uft depress 
cate, and this was, what his noble friend held forth, that 
the prefent bill was an attack on the merciiauts ofliver** 
VoL. XXIV. F . , pool 
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vmf'llUowed, t^fe wodld 
Pj^n «M Wjiy ry^^bnlty of tefoim, fjet tht ^bufe to b« 
fa tn0iMOu$ and fiajg^atvt. In the pre- 
leoa InHailDe attack was meant^ nor was there any 

fliixed with the conilderation of the billp the 
ohje® 0 which was not paft antmadverCon, but future regu- 
iatioh fi8 objedt was the mcafure. and not the men con- 

ne^^cd w^h It. ’ 


DoRfen declared that he always meant to at- 
Po a., Hjjjj diUindlion between the feverity .ittendant to the 
ftowageof the negroes, and their necelTary lecuiity. 

1 M> Oaf* Mf< Gafeoyne obferved that when the (ubjedb was firft agi- 
eayiks. taled in that Houfe, he had entertained but two wiflies lef- 
peftlng it \ his firft wtfh had been, that the fubjedl might 
Vnderga a full, fair, and temperate difcuflion, and, as he was 
mrfuadedj there would not be time tor the lloufe to obtain 
SulScient information in the courfe of the prefent ftffionB 
for that porpofe, he bad clofetf with the right honomable 
|||aiStleman*s propoiltion to poflpdnc its confideration till the 
enfuing feffioru His fecond wifli had been, that thequef- 
tion might he referved entire, and not prematurely broken 
in upon. Since, however, he found it to be the wifli of 
the Houfe to inquire into that part of tlie ftihjedl, which 
teferred to the trv.atment of the Africans during their paf- 
iage from their own coafts to the Weft Imiies, he was wil^ 
ling to meet g ntlemen on that invefligation The honour* 
able Baronet had allerted, that a variety of ahufes exifted in 
tfie treatment of the negroes on (hip-Board, but he w'aa 
informed that no fu^'h abufes exifted. On that que(^ion, 
therefore, the honourable Baronet and his conllituents were 
fairly at ilTue. V^ilh regard to theheaiing counfel againft 
the hill, he had, withft a few minutes, converfed with gen- 
tlemen moft materlallylintereftcd ill the bill, and they, had 
tX|)fefled themfelves wiling to take the Committee for the 
ibge of being heard, inSead of the fecond reading of the 
bill; but be did not thinl the gentlemen could prepare their 
counfel before the enfuinfe Monday at the earlieft, and the 
Houle would be pleafet^o make the neceflary allowances 
due to the confi derat ioy of the gentlemen having fo Ihort a 
notice. • 

Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pij obferved, after what had fallen from 
‘ titfUar Pitt, thehcnourablegentlopan, there could be but little difficulty in 
adjuftinff the bufinrf.. The order for Counfel to be heard 
on the iej^nd mdi^, on the enfuing Friday, having been 
made, it hot then be difeharged, but it might be re^d 
on Fridij^j, 'flifclisitgdi and a new order made for them to be 
'heard eitaet op Mbilday, in the Committee, or on the re- 
j^or^ which werwigliit oe taoft convenioot to them. 


Mr. 
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Mr. prefom^d, that !f t;hty hro^|bt ovidanc* ^ Mr. IkHS 
{i&%^ the honourable Baronet vg^ould be allowed to bring etri- 
dencd in fupport of the fadts, alledged asthe^rounda jitf the bUI* 

Mr Chancellor Pitt anfwered, that he believed liVas |iet Mr. ChtaJ, 
ufual to bring evidence in fupport of the fadlson wSiclva bill cfiUojPitfe 
was grounded} unlefs there was feme oppo/ition to thofe 
fadtS} and in iuch a cafe^ witnefles might be called tp fubftan-* 
tiate the fadls. 

At length it was fettled^ that the bill Ihould be read a le- 
cond time on the mortow^ and committed for Monday. 

Sir jehn Mdkr faid} he held in his hands the papers which Sir 
had been ‘aid upon the table relative to the money expended bv 
'Sir William Cliambers at Soinerfet" Place : that they were to 
voluminous} and intricate} that no gentleman could make him- i 
felf a matter of them, unlefs he came to the Houfe early in the 
morning and fludied them all day : he therefore moved, “ That 
“ they be printed for the ufe of the Members <rf the Houfe ” 

Mr. Dundai obferved, that he was not prefent, when the Mr. Qua^ 
convcifation had taken place on the fubjedl of the new build- *’ 
ings ere<5>ingby Sir William Charabersat Somerfet Piace}but 
lie liad been informed, that the honourable Baronet had de- 
clared, that he had gone to Sometfet Pkee, bad been with 
Mrs, IJrown, the houfekeeper, who h d told him that a houfe' 
called the Navy Pay Office, was furnifliing at the public cx- 
pence, and that the Treafurer of the Navy had a noc houfe 
bu Iding, which was alfo to be fumptuoutly furiflied at the 
public expence. Mr. Dundas enlarged on thefe particulars, 
and declared that they were wholly unfounded.-^— He raifed a 
laugh by ttating, ilut Mrs. Brown was as old a piece of fur* 
niture as any in the place, and b§lns manner of defertbing 
the interviews between Sir John land the Lady. With re- 
gard to the houfe for the IVeafwer of the Navy, Mr. Pun- 
das faid, he had nothing to do with it.' It had been ordered 
to be eredled before he was Trfefurer of the Navy ; it was 
not yet inhabited, and poflibly fce might not be 1 rcafurcr of 
the Navy, when it Ihould be inl^biied. He concluded vifith 
defiring, that, in future, the eoiicurable Baronet would 
plainly ftate any thing fhat he mERlt^have to fay refpeiSiiug 
him, when he niould be prefent. 1 

Sir fohn Miller faid, as the riCTt honourable g^uitleman folm 
was not prefent when the converfatpn took pUc^> he might Milfcr. 
have heard what he pleafed. The fa<tt was, lie Ind rtot laid 
one word relative to the Treafurer of the Navy’s Houfe. Sir 
John faid, he had been at Somerfet Place, and had feen the 
houfekeeper’s room, where he faw prefles and other furniture^ 
that had been put up, as be underftood, at the public expence, 
but he neither knew nor faid any thing impiroper or that war- 
nqted him to fay, that alt the furni&re of Sonlerfet Place 

F u ^ 
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was at the public eicpence* With regard to the right ho- 
nourable gentleman’s dehre that he would fpcak plainly, 
hr always had, and always Would do fo. He knew no- 
thing aqainft the right honourable gentleman, nor did he 
affect to know; but the right honoui able genlleman might 
ifllnffuted, that if he ihould ever heat any thing rhit he 
Ihould be of opinion the Public ought to know, the right ho- 
nourable ge itJeman fliould not find him fkiilk or fiinch 
from the liibji^cSl, He would Hate it to his f ice, without htMng 
in the fmalleft degree afraid to flatr it to its utn*oll ( xtent. 

Mr. Dundas faid, the faft which the honourable gentle- 
man had Itatcd, vi/. tint the furniture of Mrs. Krown’s loom 
was put up at the public expence, wa*! not tiue. lie had 
font foi Ml. Seddon, who was employed nndn Sir illiam 
Chambeis tofupply th»’ neceflaiy articles of furniture foi the 
offices, and Mr. Srddon hadcxpi^ffly told him, that he hul 
no bill upon tht Puhhc for the aiiicles in Mrs. lIiowiA room, 
but Mrs Ihown lierftlf was to pay for^th<nn. 

Sir Fdjjmd Aftliy ol leived, th it if the fuiniU’e of tlic 
boufeket pet’s room had been provided at the public t xpmet, 
lie law no harm in luth a pioctdun ♦ 1 It had always und r- 

Hood It to he cuftoinai j, and it ought to fo, wheit the 
inhabitant w.r liable to lie difchugtj and fent auay, whtu- 
cver bei fupeiiois thought piopei. 

Sir explained, that whai- he hid ftidielaMv to 

the fuinituie of Mrs. Ibown's room, bad bten di iwn fiom 
him in confeqnence ol a canliadi6hon gnen him in the 
cum le of the (k bale. 

Ml .Chancellor P //obf ?\eJ upon this, tint tin honour ible 
Baronet hiung been cc ntia liflcd, had gi\^n a f dfe infimce 

H. 
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nev^rwas m nny other. room 
\Jis. Brown, whom \v had lung 
known, and that he hul noot, er ground for what he Ind af- 
liit'^d, that what he Indftt* in that room, and the belief 
which what he Ind lliei^ fan® had fugg* (ltd. 

jv!!-. HuJJty obiei v(d, tha| he had hten the pel foil who 
flarled the doubt rcfptcf^^ he fuinitinre of S( meriet Place, 
and had oppoftd its heu- g ifliarged to the Public. He was 
glad now to learn, that /,a<' not to be lo charged. He had 
unifoimly, for many and under difeirnr r\dminiftia- 

ticms, opp )fed the build/ig of Someilrt Place. It had pro- 
ceeded fo far, that it muH now lie fimftifd; ind he believed 
the Thibjic wifiied it finiflTcd; but it was, neveithelefs, necef- 
fary that the Hbule Ihould know that the monev voted and 
iffued towards it was rigidly and fcrupulouily applied. 

!Mft. Mar* 'Mr, A faityn obferved, that he had never been witlilnfide 
of the budding, but difficulty in getting a 
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light of the outfideof it; and he thcraght the Public had an 
undoubted right to fee, wliat had coft them fo much money. 

The papers were ordered to be printed. 

The order of the day for the fecond reading of the New- 
foundland fifliery bill having been read, and the bill having 
been read a fecond time, 

Mr. Hopkim Anted fome doubs entertained by his conAi- Mr. Hoy- 
tuents, touching the probable operation of the bill, and 
exercife of the powers granted to his MajeAy in Council by 
its authority ; refpeiSling the cod fiAiery in the one irvAance, 
and the fcal fiAiery in the other; and for believing that fuch 
doubts were not quite founded, he afligned hh reafons. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt obferved that the htmoiJrable gentle- 
man appeared to have anl'weied his own doubts, but he would 
confirm the reafons affigned by the honourable gentleman why 
they were not founded. Mr. Pitt then repeated fuch parts of 
his Aatement, when he opened the purport and objefts of the 
bill, previous to his moving for leave to bring it in, as amounted 
to a pi oof, that there was no ground whatever for the fears 
entertained by tlie gentlemen alluded to by Mr. Hopkins. 

Mr. Pdmund Rtijiard member for Dartmouth, 
his wilhes that the bill had been introduced at an earlier part 
of the feffion, that it might have been more fully difenfled and 
underAood. His conAituents did not mean to oppofe it, but 
they had tlieir fears that povt'ers might be given under it, by 
Ins MajeAy in Council, to the Governor of Newfoundland, 
whicli might be ahufecl, to^he grCcit prejudice of the BritiAi 
fifliers. Mr. IJaAard went into a detail of the nature of the 
fiflieries at Newfoundland, cxplaingkig the cuAoms that pre- 
vailed there as to the rights of fettliri for the fcafon, adopted 
under the article of the treaty of l#recht, and fince the laA 
peace, under tlie 5tli article of thegilcfinitiYe treaty, and the 
article on the fame fuhjcct in the declaration fignecl and ex- 
changed between the l^uke of Ma^cheAer and the Count de 
Vergennes. He fud that fo far fi||)m moleAing the French 
fifliermen, they frequently moleAeiu’our fifliers, and by force 
clifpoflefled them of fettlements, according to the 

ufage of the fifliery, they werefairly\oll(^ed of, in the right 
cf earlieA landing and erecling. He ca^d the attention of the 
Uoui’e to tlie different periods of thedi^.:rent fiHieries for cod 
on the banks and at fea, fi^r falinon in the rivers and brooks, 
and for feal, Anting at the fame time, the natiireof the fur trade, 
and alfo of the fillierv carried on upon the coaA of Labradore, 
which would, he faicl, be knocked up, if thofe concerned in it 
could not return to Newfoundland to complete their cargoes. 

He fpoke alfo of the growing wliale fifliery, and its capability 
of great improvement; and concluded 'nwth repeating the 
grounds of the anxiety felt by his conAituents, leA the bill 

lliould' 
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Aonid very materially affe£l the trade of the country, declaring 
at the fame time, that his coniVitnents had neverihelefs great 
confidence in the care and prudence of his Majefly’s Minifters. 

Sir Grey Cooper renewed his objeflion to puffing a bill of the 
nature with that before them, without having papers on their 
table to prove its ncceffity. Sir Grry fpoke of the memorials, 
reprefentations, &c. which, douhilefs, muft have been made 
to the Secretary of State by the F rench minifier on the Tub- 
jeft ; and faid, he hoped the right honourable gentleman 
would lay them before ihe Committee, as he had not done it 
in the pall ftages of the bill, declaring that it was altogether 
without precedent to call upon the Houle to pafs any bill of 
the fort, without their having authentic documents before 
them to ground it upon. 

Mr. Chanceilur anfwcred that he never would refufe 
the Houfe any neajpn f infoi mation refpefling that and eve ry 
other important hill intioduced by him, hulhe law no neajfity 
in the cafe before them for the papers alluded to. Tlie Houfe 
had the definitive treaty on ilicir table, and that was the 
ground of the bill, v\bich had for its objeL^l: the enabling his 
'Majefty more elFcdlually to cariy into executinn the 5rh ar- 
ticle of that treaty, as explained in the declaration, which 
was aUo before them. VVith regard to the wiffi the 
honourable gentleman, who had fpoken lafl, that the bill had 
been introduced earlier in the feffion, that more time might b^; 
given for the bill to be difeuffed and iinderAood, he declar- 
ed, that his Majefty’s Miitillers bad taken care to give the 
bononrable gentleman’s conilituents full information refpev^F- 
ing the hill, previous tof»ts having been intioduced into that 
Houfe; and he affured aie honourable gentleman that they 
Aould have full opportuAty offered them for ftating any ob- 
jeflion in the CommitteeJj^ 

The bill was commiiteiifor the enfuing Monday. 

l*he order of the day h»'ing lieen read for the Houfe to go 
into a Committee U]>on mlr. Grenville’s hill, for the better 
regulation of the trials ^controverted eleftions, the Speaker 
left the chair, and took his feat at the table. 

The Commit tee^hei/ relumed their confideration of the 
claufes, where^they h«yr left offon Monday, and went through 
the remaining claufe* the bill was ordered to be reported oi> 
the morrow. 

The Houfe adjouiped. 

Fri^ay^ y^th May. 

Mr. Fox ohferved that, as a particular account of the dil- 
trihutions of the fums expended, in confequence of the trial 
of Warren Haftiitgs, Efquire, had been before the Houfe 
during the fpacc of fome days, he wifhed to know whenithe 
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honourable gentleman who moved for the account, dhd faiJ, 
he had doubtb relative to a part of the general beads Ibted in 
the account, meant either to bung forward the faid doubts, or 
declaie whether they /liU left upon his mtnd the fame impreffion* 

Mr. Bwgcs aiilwered, that m his humble opinion, he had Burges^ 
fufficiently donehisduty in calling forthe papers. I'hey weie 
now bi fote the 1 loule, and an opportunity was open to eveiy 
gentleman tofoini hi** feiitnnents upon the lubjeft. What 
his doubts were, he imagin^’d, mull luggeft themfelves to 
evtiy gentltmin who lend the iccounts, and therefore he ktt 
to p lions, who had more weight and aulljonty in that Houle 
thin he had, lo take the matter up if no olh^r perfon 
IJiouId, and th( lloufe fliould call upon him to hung the lub- 
jr ift forvvaid, he was perfeiHly rtady to obey iheir commands. 

Ml Shcri an obierved, that th# lort of way, in which the shcrl- 
imttcr had been ticated, was a little extia^rdinaiy, *1 he Juu. 
honouiablc gentlfinan, if his iecolh£lion did not greatly 
di^ceive him, had, on 'ifoimcr day, hid, that he had his * 

doubts i)|»on one ot the heads of the gtn< lal acc >unt, Imt that 
lie could not fay whether thole doubts v^ere well founded or 
not, befoie lie law a moie pnticnlar lUtement of the items 
ot thw accounts; that paii’calar llatcmeiit Iiad now been pie- 
f nli d lome diys, ind the honoiiiabit gentlema'i had juft dc- 
ihud, lie lliU tnteitaimd his doubts, but that he left it to 
other gentlemen to move the difcuFion. Mr. Sheiidan 
added, tint he w lihed the honourabl gentleman would tithcr 
3i5^ upon his doubts, ot get feme otliei gentleman to take his 
doubts up fen him, and a<ft upon them. I rom wliat had al- 
ready paflld in tint lioufc upon tlie fnbjefl, the matter 
ought not to droj) wiiliout a faithei invert igation, ♦ 

^Ij. aniweud, that it the Houle thought that it Mr Burges, 

was now luoie prcaliai ly his pr%ince to bnng the fubjcfl 
fonvauh he liad not the Imalli fn >bje(^lion to take the tafl^ 
uj)on linn, and 111 that cale, hebtjfevfd the propn way would 
befitliet to moNe“ tliat the proers he n lerred to a Com- 
“ mittee of the whole Houle to give notice of a day on 
which he would ftate liis fentiniAits upon their contents. 

Mr. Chancelloi Pitt rccomm<‘^;ding the lattex mode, Mr, 

Burges gave notice foi the enlui 1 ’ iiday. 

Mr. Chancelloi P^/t Called upcti Sliendan to know, Mr. Chdin* 
when the honourable gentleman m^int^o bung toiw\nrd his 
promded dilculTion of the operatioi and cfie£t of the com- 
mutation a<Sl ^ 

Mr. Sheridan anfsvered that fiom the right honourable 

f jenileman’s prcfling (o much lo know when he would bring i<in. 
biward the dilcuflion of tlie commutation adl, hewaspei- 
fuadt:;d that the right honouialilc gentleman entertained lliong 
hjpei, that he would not be able to introduce the invt fuga- 

tion 
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tion of it during the courfc of the prefent felHon. The 
fight honourable gentleman, however, ought to recollcft, 
that there weie gentlemen in that Houie who had no incon- 
liderable fliare of important duty to difcharge ellewheru It 
was well known that he had been employed for fome time 
pift m managing the profecution of a charge of at leafl; Jimf 
magnitude in Wcftminftf r Hall. It was not very fair, there- 
lote, jH^nding Inch a bufinels, to call upon him to fav, when 
he would bung foiwaid the difcuflion ot a vtiy different fub- 
\t&. in that Houle. This he could aflure the right honouia* 
ble gcnileman, that as foon as he had lummed up the charge 
he had hem managing, he would, if the Houle was likely to 
lit long enough, give notice the \ery next day, that at the 
diilance ot twooi three days only, he would bring fonvard 
the rljfcTiffon of the efierts of the commutation a(5}. 

Mi, Ch inciIlorPi// declared hank If peifeilly latisfied. 
bir Jf6n M llct obkived that as the Houfe Ind agiced to 
poftpone the conhdciatiun ot the Have trade till tlie next 
iiflion, he llu light luine ground ought in iht mtciim to Iv 
laid hv wav oi pif parative foi the difcuflion of tlic Inhjrft, 
He had not John laid) made up his mmd upon th** qu^f* 
fion, IS to tlu abolition ot the fl i\e Hade altogrtlior , hut 
as a prepar a*' ve tor the conlidtrat on of the wliole of thw 
luhjuH eaily in the next kflion, he beggf d lease to mose, 

** J liat .m hundde Adda is bt pielented to Ins Mafefly, 

* that he wi’l be gi icioully piciled to diuft, thit rheic be 
prepaitd, in ordet robe laid before this Houf' on tlu next 
ieflion of piiliiment. Copes of all Acts ot Aflcmbly 
“ paffid ri the Itveral Pntifli Colonies, and now in toice 
iheiein, toi the goscrnnient of their flascs*” 

'1 111 inolion was agreed to 

Sii John liktwile made .piother Motion of a miv copious 
.ind compiehtnlivc nature^ including accounts ol all iii- 
flru6>ions knt ovei to the Governors of the Wtft India 
Hland>, touching the regulation and maingiment of their 
lines, copies ot all corrclpcjulcncv hetwitn the Secictain.^ 
ol Stite and the iSociety piopigaling the Geipd in fo- 
uigii paits, and any otk r peifons, ur pi rfon, &c. &c*; 
w Inch motion w as negatiy^i. 

The Houle ha\ ing^ *6ljfed itfelf Ihto i Cbmmittcc to take 
his Majefty’s meffagcicl^ne to a penlion of joool. a jeai 
to the Duke ot St. Alban s into conlideration. 

Ml. Clianccllor Piff moved a leloluiion, tl at the Chair- 
man mo\e the Houle foi leave to bung in a bill for the 
fam^ . • 

Mr. afkedy wrhether the penfibn moved foi was an 

ext en Ion ot the penfion lift, oi only a lubftitution ot the 
penkon toriixerly paid to preceding Duke^ of bt. Albans - 

Mr. 
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Mf. Chancellor explained, fhiit in li&u of a claim Mr. r mv 
upon certain duties on logwood,' a |>enfIon of* icoolv per 
annum had been grarttkl in 1704;' to the Duke of St. 'Al- 
ban’s then exifting; that tlie faid penfion had been fince 
granted to his Grace’s iuccefibrs ; that it had coalbd t6 be 
paid fiiice the year 1786, the lall Duke of .‘>t. Alban’s not 
having made a claii)>. of it. 'i haf as Mr. Burke’s bill re- 
ftraineJ the Crown from granting penfions in any one year 
to a larger amount altogether t had fix hundred pounds a 
year, wiiliout the confent of ParliaineiU, until the arttblint of 
the Tenfion FJft fliouJd be reduced down to ninety -five th^'u- 
fand pounds a year; and as thePen^fion Lift was not reduced 
to that fum, although it was reduced every year upon the 
average nearly eight or ten thoufand pounds a year, by Pen- 
fions falling in, it was necellary to apply to Parliament on the 
l^refent occafion, \ 

Mr not clearly comprehending Mr. Chancellor Mr. Hufley- 

Pitt, he n. worded his queftion, which Mr, llofe anfwered. 

Tlie Rrfolntion was agreed to. 

The lloufc? adjourned. 

2d Jam* 

The l^ctitlon of Lord Newburgh having been referred to 
a Committee of the whole Houfe, 

Sii JIfy hiTi AL^ckwortb obferved, that the fubjeft was fo Sii TicrUert 
well known to the Ploufe, Wiat he need not trouble tbe CoiYr- I'lackv^onh 
mirtee vvitli any difcuflion of it, but would merely move, 

'J'lint the Houfe he moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
allow l,ord Newburgh 2500I. a yfar out of tlie rent's and 
pioliis of the DcrwcMitwarcr cfta^'c, fiiuatod in Cutiiber- 
land, Nortluiinberland, and par '; of Scotland.” 

Mr. Fox reminded the Commiitf that it was four or five mi. Fox. 
years fnee Parliament bad interpot ;d its authoiity in favour 
of feveral familie.s, wliofe eftates been forfeited in confe- 
qucnce of their anceftors Iinving joii, ’d in the rebellion; that 
he had at the time, endeavoured to ch^i^Aieir attention to the 
cafe of f.ord Newburgli, wiiich wf's c&|tainly extiemcly 
hard, and which he had then obfervcvl, deferved the atten* 
tion of the Houfe as much as that of any other family, how- 
ever refpedhible. 7 Vs the fum now propofed to he given to 
Lord Newburgh, by way of annuity, was extremely mode- 
rate, bethought the leaft that could be* done, would he to 
put his l^ordfhip on the fame footing in point of time of llie 
annuity’s commencement, witli thofe families who had re- 
ceivtd b.\ck their eftates, and therefore he trufted that there 
could be no reafonable ohjeftion to making*ihe propofed lyll 
retrofpefiive, and let the annuity commence four or five vears 
VoL. XXIV. G' back, 
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back} whatever the period wa 8 » when the forfeited ellates, to 
which he alluded, had been refiored. 

Ml Rofe. Mr. Rofe wilhed the motion had been made when Mr* 
Chancellor Pitt was prefent, and obferved, that the motion 
ilated the fum fpeciflcally to commence from the prefent 
time. 

Sir H ibert Sir Hfrbitt Macliiorth lemarked, that he meant to have 
M^ckwoi I left a blank for the lum to be paid Lord Newburgh; but 
hashing been informed, that it miaft be flated m the motion 
offered to the Committee, he had mlerted it. 

Sir James Sir James Johnjione rcpiobited the fevere cuftom of with- 
Johflftouc. the property of any family* on account of the con- 

duft 01 their anctftors m a caule with which thej had no 
concern. The Pietendtr was now dead, and all fear of the 
renewal of any queftion on the fubjeiEt of a right to the 
f Crown at an end. Suitly then, it fhould not be faid, that 

men’s eftates were withholdtn fiom them as a punilhment for 
their adheic nee to thtir religious punciples. 

Mr. Chincellor Pitt having tiken his feat, Mr. Fox 
reftated his foimcr aigununt, and uiged the juftite of 
Loid Newburgh’s claim to hive foui )tar«‘ arteirs pnd him, 
upon whatevei Ihould be the lum tht Houle was will ng to 
allow him out of the rents and profits of the tftatts ol his 
anceftors. 


«■ 


Mr Gun- Mr. Chancellor anfweied, that no gentleman could 

cellor Pill, more inclined than he was, to go as far as poffible for the 

advantige of the noble Loid in qr^ftion, conlidering his cafe 
as an extremely h ud one He thought they might fairly fix 
the commencement of the annuity at a peiiod fomewlnt 
eaiher than the picfcnt;^' but thxt three or tour yeirs arreirs 


appeared to him to amount to too laigc a fum to levy on a 
public chanty ; and as ht,^ inderftood the motion mull fpec i 
fically ftate, not merely tl^^ lum to be allowed, but the whole 
of that fum, he wilhedi tr- honourable Karonet to withdraw 
It for the prefent, and mifee it on the morrow, in order to al- 


low time for confideratic 1. 


The motion was a^'^rdinglv witlidrawn. 

The Order of ^^d’D/y having* been read for the Houfe to 
icfolve itfelf intq a Committee of the wliole Houle on the 


bill to remedy certain inconveniences that might prevail m 
the mode of tranfporting Africans from the Coafl of Africa 
to the Weft India Iflands, 

JLdtd Ptr- I.ord Penrhm wiftied to know what was the intention of 
rhyn. patrons of the bill ; whether in the evidence they meant 

to adduce, they meant to confine themfelves to the imme- 
diate object of the bill, or whether they defigned to go into 
the general fpirxt pf the ftave tude at large i 

Sir 
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Sir William DMm faid, he had all along exprcffly flratedy Sir Wiliiw» 
that he meant to confine himfelf ftriSly to the fingle ctrcum* 
llance of the mode of tranfporting the natives of Africa to 
the Weft Indies. 

The queftion being put, /< That the Speaker do leave the 
chair,” Mr, Whitbread took his feat at the table, and coun- 
fel were called to the bar. 

Mr. Piggott opened as counfel againft the bill, and began 
with Hating himfelf to be under a confidcrable difficulty in 
iefpc6l to the fort of cafe that he ouglit to lay before the 
Committee, in confequence of the patrons of the bill not 
having previoufly ftated the evidence they meant to call in 
fupport of it, Mr. Piggott dcfireH to be inftrufted by the 
Committee whether he Ihould proceed to prove, tljat if the 
number of negroes to be fhipped were to be governed by the 
tonnage of each veffel, and that only one was to be allowed \ 

to each ton, the trade would be imprafticable ; or whether 
he was to make out a cafe of another kind, and to prove a ne- 
gative, by (hewing from evidence, that the inconveniences 
which had been talked of did not exift* 

Mr. Fox obferved, that, in his opinion, the counfel againft Mr. Vox, 
the bill had their option of one or two modes of proceeding, * 
by adopting either of which they might equally promote the 
intereft of tlicir clients ; they might ( itlier prove to the Com- 
mittee, that any rcdudliion of the number of Africans now 
put on board each vcflcl, would go the length of ruining the 
(lave trade altogether, or ^iiey might, by evid'mee, iiiftruft 
the ConimitTec how to fill up ihc blanks of the bill, by (hew- 
ing what was the number of Afrira»s that they might he li- 
mited to, without putting thofe who were concerned in the 
trade in any 'ang'v of being material fuflerers by the regu- 
lation ; or if the couniel though* it was for the benefit of 
their clients, (though he could i ot avoid embracing a very 
different opinion) they might wa all opj>ofltion to the bill 
then, and after letting the Comm'^ttee fill up the blanks, op- 4 

pol'eii on the report, and (liew th. t the hill, filled up as it ’ 
was, w’^onld produce fuch.an efFefl: on the trade in general, 
that it ought not to pafs into a law. 

Mr. Chancellor /-^/U concurred in opinion with Mr. Fox, Mr. Chan- 
but hoped, after the oppo»’er.s of the bill had of themfelves 
firft defired to be heard againft the bill at the fecond reading, 
and afterwards confented to be heard agaiiifl: it before the 
Committee, that they would not again alter their method of 
proceeding, and poftpone the evidence they meant to call 
ftill longer. 

Mr Gafeoyne fpoke of the difTiCuIty and embarraflinent the vjr. Gaf- 
merchants of Liverpool and f.ondon laboured ui.dcr, having ^^vyrie. 
firft to flate evidence againft the bill, and that evidence re- 

G 2 inaining 
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majuiug to be jpfterwaids couatetafiied by evidence to be 
biought mfapport of thebilL Mr. (lalcoyne laid, if he 
vnderilpod the Tight honourable gentleman the lall time the 
fubjedi ot the bill was under coniuleiation, he had declared 
that all he wiflied was to keep the trade in ftaiu q o, exadtly 
whcie it was, without alteration between that time and the 
next Icflion 

Mr Chan* Ml Chancellor explained, tint he had not nakedly 
crl or Put {Q behn wifti to keep the trade exadly wheie it was, 

but that 111 conU(|ucnce of the leUdulion of tht lloufeto 
poflp ne the confidtration of the ge »cral qudtion till the 
next b/Tion, it became then duty to receive a hill, |» d ffing 
to have for irs objeft thepitvenlion ol any mere of abufts 
that might txill in a paiticulir blanch of the ti fiid it 
uo abufo cxiJled, th( crtaMon ot abufe that it wasjoflihle 
might anftMii cunie«jue ce of the Ho k’s hnini* pi dg d it- 
hit to go into tilt ujnhdtiation of theq iCitioii i i t ouile 
of the tnfuing ftlli ni. 

£irWil)im ^\r iVillium Do btn (iid, the honontihle gent’ nvn had 
Xtolbta brought up petitions horn ptrkais pi iving to h* heud tgunft 
the bill tiu Houle lud C( injilu d \v ill tin pn> r ot thi' pc- 
titioncrs and he now conctiv J it to be iniuinh m on the 
petitioners to Ihie in aigunumt by the i cot niJ, oi iiwvi- 
dence by then witniffis, wlnicvtr tUev Ind to f a?»ain(l 
the huh Ht iliould, afterwards, as he li id all 'ilon r pintefltd 
to do, proned to lay evidence in fupport of the bill btloie 
the Cominii e. 

1 he coi nlel were diuf^ed by Mr. W hilbieul to pioceed ; 
and tlwy calltd Mr. Noi^is to the bai, who Ibitc 1 liiinltlf to 
have l)^.eri in the Afiican tiadc about hvc yf ns, i ur tint he 
ncithei had at pielcnt, non meant to have, anv li ih i con- 
cern in It. Ml. Nonis undcivvent an exuninuion ot up- 
waulsotlour hours contiiinnce, being queilioned i)V Lord 
Penihyn, Mr. (jafeoxne, Jlr. Chincelloi Pitt, Mr. ITulIey, 
Mr heaufo}, Sir M ilhairfDolln n, Sii Chailc** Middle ton, 
Mr. Mcilliaro Smith, Mu uienville, Ahkiman Le Mtfunu, 
and other Members. 

Mi. Norris’s ex'ujrfn ition beingVhfed, Mu Smith mide 
a tew lemiiksoii if aid then the Cbairmin was dncvSlcd to 
report progiefs, and afl^. Icue to ht igun. 

Mr. V\ biibread made Ins icpoit, and the Committee was 
Oideiid to fit again. 

7 iie liouic adjourndd* 


7uefiLy^ yl J ne* 


7 he lloufe havnjg rtfolved itfclf into a C'omnnttce of the 

W’holp, 
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^ whole Houfe on Lor 4 Newburgh’s petkioni Mn Bur<?on in 
the chan. 

Sir Herbert Niac^w’^orth, after a few prefatory words 
moved, I liar leave be given lo bring m a bill for charging 
fcveial eftates m the countie* of NoithumheilanJ, Cum- 
beiland, Duiham, &c. with a cleai lenlchiUT ot2,50oL 
pavable to the gi indion of ihe lal^ Chailes {' l.flt 
right honouiabh Anthony Jamev I arl of Newhurgh) and 
the heir* nial^ of hi« bodv, to comiiKiite tro*n the 27U1 
d 1) of Ma c’l, I '"8; ^ 

Ml. AldcMiun Ai.f ham faui, hf knew not wliether that 
\va<! the fit t m or not foi liinwto flatt wint occuired to 
him upon the iuhinS, but p(rIuH>? it was as piojcrasany 
other nioni'^n*^. (juenwich Holp.^a*, he own d hid ever 
bfen witli him a luoiintv foundation ; he con id icd ii a nv 
t onal Ixi tht ; an I vvh tt evtiy tn in n ho u lil ctl well to the 
nivy, the in»uial bu*vs iik of the kii gdom, oujht to te 1 a < 

ch hie to fupp n t. He c uld not, thuc b)ie, approve of lad- 
dlmg he fund of Cj<evii\Meli IK lp'> d vv \;ooL i year 

propoied to hi. pi d to 1 01 d wburgli. Lt conccuel I ord 
Newburgh’s caff Is bw oppic ffi\e, and he had not th favdleft 
ohjedion to gnnling him the turn pr^poicd* Hut, li the . 

annuity ouglil to be gianttd, hi<; opinion was, bit it ought 
to bepai 1 out of the [ ubiic puife, md not ot t of ihe fund of 
Greenvvieh Ilolpital, i juiblic cli iiitv of the full chua( 5 ter 
and nnpoiranei • He hoptJ, tlurffoie, tint tit bill, if the 
annuity was to bt chaigi A upon (jKcnvMch Hoip tal, would 
cont nn a 1 1 dg< , th U no fatlhi r cl inns lliould evri be made 
upon It on a linnhii accf»u .r, bi t tUit tlie Hofpital (hould be 
ftt at quiet coinplat ly in tin* u 

&n H flftft ALuk vv -51 b vlid not conceive it pofTihle for ihofe ‘'u fhtlwe 
who nuglit be app..inud to briniy in the bill, to inleit any 
pledge ni It, that no farther cl urn fhould be made on the Deo 
wentWiUi cltaie "I heir object was, to fecure an ainniity 
ot 2,500!. lo the preftnl 1 oul Newburgh. If the woithy 
migiltrate wou'd be fo good as lo attend the Committee to 
whom tht billfliould be^ ufciied, and bung up any chuffs 
to advance his puipofe, he had no donbulnit tliat the Com- 
mittee would leceive them with every mVk of attention in 
their povvei. ^ 

Ml. AI lernan KtUfaham contended that it was highly ne- Mr Aid. 
ceffiry that the Houfe ihoiild eithei pay the annuity out of 
tlie public purfc, or give the Hofpital ^ts yv»r///r, as to any 
fubfequent claims. Hint iubvequent claims might be made» 
was moie than probable. Indeed the IJouie Ipd already 
heaiJ ot one on the acc'nmt of fom" female nlations of Lord 
Newhuigh. If the Houfe withed to deak?^neioufly by Lotd 
Newbuigli, thty ought to deal juftlj by the Hofpital. VV hen 

- a man 
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ft tnan gave was his owh^ fa^ was generous; but 

not when he gave away the property of others. The Der- 
wentwater eftate Was the property of Greenwich Hofpital ; a 
property conveyed by aft of Parliament ; and therefore the 
Houfe had no right to make a farther difpofal of it. In con- 
clufion, Mr. New^nham obferved that, upon this occafion, 
he begged to be underflood as adverfe to taking the annuity 
to be granted to Lord Newburgh out of the fund of Green- 
wich Hofpital, and as decidedly of opinion, that if it were 
proper to be granted at all, the Public ought openly and 
avowedly to grant it themfelves. 

JIrfM.A Mr, A. Baylor declared that he approved of the wor- 

Sfaylor. |.jjy jV'J.igiftr.'ite’s objeftion, though, at the fame time, he be- 
lieved Lord Newburgh’s cafe fo hard, as to deferve immediate 
attention, Givenwich Hofpital, he had reafon to believe, 
was at prefen t by no means in a flate to fpare any confider- 
able fum out of its revenue. Their expenditure had of late 
been great, and the charge incurred by their having to re- 
build their chapel, in confequence of the late fire, he had 
the heft: authority for faying, was fo large, as materially to 
have diminifhed their fum in hand. 

obferved that it had been his conftant 

.^4baiu>iie. that Lord Newburgh had a right to his whole eftate, 

and therefore, if he was willing to accept an annuity of 
250GI. a year, in lieu of it, the Houfe ought to cotsflder it 
as a good bargain for the Public. Greenwich liofpital ought 
to receive the efpecial countenanoe of that Houfe on every 
occafion. He had once before mentioned another hofpital, 
ami it was worth while fur the Committee to coniider the 
different cxpences of that and of Greenwich Hofpital. Green- 
wicU Hofpital flood Government and the Public in no more 
than twelve guineas a man for every feaman it fuppbrted, 
while Chclfea Hofpital coll the Public twenty-nine pounds 
odd fhillings for every foldier lodged in it. With regard to 
the withholding the eftate bf Lord Newburgh, and of other 
defceodantsdf bcotcli Peers, on account of their predeceflfors* 
political conduft long ago, it was ejctremely hard ; indeed fo 
hard, that he bad nj^er beard of any thing equal to it, ex- 
cept the d.imning m mankind, becaufe Eve, our great grand- 
mother, ate an apple. 

JolUllc Mr. Jollfffe declared, tlrat the charging the annuity upon 
©reenwich Hofpital, . appeared to him to be ridiculous, be- 
oaufe he thought, either the whole of the eftate of his an- 
ceftors ihould be reftored to Lord Newburgh, or the Public 
ought to grant him the annuity themfelves. WTat he prin- 
cipally rofe for, was, to move an amendment to the motion. 
Mr. folliffe faid, there was a lady living (aunt of Lord New- 
bu.rgh) upon very fcanry means, which, narrow as they werei 
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ihe was under the neceffity of deriving fiom the bounty o£ 
the King of France. That^ he trufted the Committee would 4 
agree^ ought not to be the cafe ; and as he was welt alTured 
Lord 'Newburgh would adlow his aunt whatever addiuon^ 
the Committee might think proper to make to his propofed 
annuity, which had been dated to he extremely moderate, he 
meant to move an addition to the fom piopofed; but, in or* ^ 
der to obviate the poffibility of objedlton, he fhould only 
move for a fingle hundred pounds to be added to it, and that 
indeadof tlie woids “ two thoufand five hundred pounds,^' 
be inlerted the words two thoufand fix hundred pounde^ per 
annum. 

Ml. Fox remarked that, as he could not avoid icgarding Mr^Feiu 
the annuity piopofed as ext lemely. moderate indeed, andcon- 
fidenng all the circumfiances of the cafe, as (hort of what, 
m his opinion, ought to ha\e been the annuity granted to 
Loid Newburgh, he fiiould, of courfe, vote for tlu piopofed 
amendment. v 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt tiufted that the right bonouiable gen* ^^r. Chm* 
tleman would excule him, if he imputed what he bad 
faid, to his willi to take every pofEble opportunity of prov- 
ing his defire that Lord Newbuigh fhoulcl be ftill moie am- 
ply provided for than was piopofed, than to his convuCfion 
of the propriety of the amendment; bccaufe he was perfuaded 
if the right Iionourable gentleman liad confidered the amend- 
ment with the attention and acutenefs that lie generally 
applied tofuch matters, he muft have leen tint it ought not 
to pafs. Mr. Pitt declared, that no man would more readily 
agree to any fair propofition in fa>K)ur of Lord Newbuigh 
than he w^ould. But, m adjufting eveiy qucflion of the fox% 
the right honourable gentleman would, doubtlefs, acknow- 
ledge, that the only fit way of pioceeding, was to govern 
what was to be done by fome principle orolbci, and not to 
make the motion aibicrary, and as accident orc'ipnce diredl* 
ed. What principle then could be taken as a guide iu th6 

E efent inftance ^ In the firll place, it muft be admitted, that 
ord Newburgh had no Jegal claim of any fort on the Pub- 
lic; ftill, however, he was ready to fa)., that although his 
cafe was by no means ftmilar to thofe toVhich it had been 
compared, it had m fome refpedts fufficient fimilanty to in- 
ticle It to be confidered as a hard cafe, add to induce him to 
canfent to the relief that was propofed. Feeling it to ftaisd 
ill that refpedi, what were they to look to i No man would 
contend, that the prefent income of the Derwentwatereftates 
was to be taken as the principle. It muft be remembered^ 
tb^ the eftates of Lord Newburgh’s, anceftors confifted of 
two parts the one, eftates that; had Jtbey not been for- 
fieicedi would bare been his Lordftiip’s m right of ft**i(ft let** 

tlenunt ; 



tlbtn^t ; the-deMiirJ^saes fratn^ ait tiakn to wliieb he liad^'. 

barred, ill ccM>i&i}t»ence df the ipaeiUon of alienage having 
been decided agaitiil' him* Mr. Pitt faid^ be drd not mean to 
go into the dilcai&on of any of thcfe points at prefeat ; but,. i 
it was neceffary for him to ftate tbemi in order to fliew that 
tile eftates^which would have been his in right of ftridl: 
tfemenr, were thofe only to which Lord New hur|;h could 
reafonaWy look for reftitution or compenfarion. Jn regard 
to them, it waff to be^onfidered, that the eftates had been” 
greatly improved fince they had l>eeii in tiie hands of the 
Ciovemors of Greenwich Hofpical, who had expended near 
eighty thoufand pounds upon them, in order to rendt^r them 
ns valuable as they were at prefent. They had allb’ laid out 
considerable Sums to difcliarge the incumbrances upon them ’ 
at the time of their forfeiture, and had, Jikewifr, paid a fuih 
of thirty thoufand pounds granted to the anceftors of the 
prcfent l,onl Newburgh. 'I'hefe feveral Sums, therefore, 

' tnuft all he d(?du<5led from the value of the cftate, and then, - 
what remained, would be found to be the rents that Lord 
Newburgh might reaibnahly claim. Thefe confiderations 
had governed him, in confenting to the picfent motion, which 
was groxmded on the principle that he had laid down. As to 
any increafe of the fum fettled, becaiife an honourable Mera*^ 
her, without Ihewing any ground for fuch an aflertion, 
loofely faid, that if Lord Newburgh baxl any addition made, 
he would give that addition to another perfon, upon whom 
no 'part of rheellatebad been en tailed, iind who had no claim 
upon the Public whatever, Mr. Pitt declared, he never would 
confent to fuch an addition ; it was a departure from every 
tlnng like a principle, and the Committee might with as 
much reafon vote two thoufand fevea humlred iK)unds or two ’ 
thoufand eight hundred pounds, or any other fum, as two^ 
thoufand fix hundred pounds* If cafe in favour of the' 
laxly could be made out, let fuch a cafe he produced, and let • 
the Houfe vote her an allowJince diitindlly and feparately ; ' 
but he knew of no fuch cafe, and therefore the right honour-' 
able gentleman tvhofjwke laft muft ^cufehim, if he repi^ted, 
jLhat he rather iinpui!?fcl his having feconded the motion of 
amendment to his viih, to fliew his readiHefs to fefve Lord 
Newburgh on every occaflod, thait to any Serious belief tlKit 
the amendment ougHt tobe adopted* 

'Mr. Fox anfwered, that he really had feconded themotiotl" 
for tbereafons ftated by the hoiiouraWe gentleman Who pro* 
pofed the amendment, becaufe he thought the fum hiOved 
for, foil fhorl'of what it ought to amount to; and beCaufo 
cbm^dered it as reafdnable t© enable Lord New bur^ to maV© 
a better provifioii foriiis diffrefled relation than he otherwife ’ 
wouM be enabled to do* Ms^ Fox (aid, that> hi the conjee- ' 

ratioa 
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rigbt honourable genttnuM) tl>at:'!t . , 
what was done by any p^inc^p^e, on i^t«r> ...rw 
let it depmd on the favoor or &ncy of the moflaanid' ^ 
did not think that a fufiicient attentbn had been^id 
Newbury's claims upon the Public. No man coul4 j;|eny that 
the money laid out on the eilates by Greenwich Holpital on 
their imppvement, the money fpent in paying incum‘> 
htances upon the eftate at the time of thp forfeiture, and thf 
thirty thoufand pounds gt anted to the anceftor of Lord New- 
burgh, were all to be deducted from the value of the eftate ; 
but ftill there was foroething like a claim to be allowed in 
rv.fpet5l to the other eftate', thofe to which Lord Newburgh’s 
claim was legally baried by the decifion of the ijueftfon oi 
alienage. £vciy man wlto knew any thing of landed eftates 
in this country, knew that a landed eftate of two thoufand 
five hundred pounds a year, was infinitely preforabk to an 
annuity of two thoufand five hundred pounds. It wasjibt 
merely tlte income rhat t!ie land carried with it. Every gen- 
tleman knew, it earned with it a variety of other advantages, 
and, in tlie cafe in queflion, very confiderable patronage. 
Tliefe were, undoubtedly, circumfta"ces of material con- 
fideration. With regard to the aunt of Lord Newburgh 
liaving no legal claim, furely, it would be admitted, tlwt 
cveiy bead of a family, poflellW of a confiderable eftate, was 
looked up to by tlie younger branches for fupport and affift- 
:, if they needed eith r. If Lord Newbuigh, or his aft- 


ance. 


ceftor, liad Uolden the eftate in ^eir own hands, in all pro- 
bability the aunt of Lord JSewburgh would not have ^tfe n 
involved in fuch diftiefs and poverty as fhe hadexperiendbd 
for a number of years. 

Mr. hop.d that the right ^lononrable the Chancel Mr.JolJUfe, 
lor of tlie Exchequer would no longer fuppofe, that there was 
no ground whatever for his propofed amendment. He be- 
lieved, the tight honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, had' 
laid in Tome unanfwerable grounds for it. As to whetla^i 
Lord Newburgh might or might not allow his auntl the w 
ditional hundred pounds a year, if it were granted, 1|e‘*nAe~ 
from good authority, whan he faid, he knew Lord Nfewbtttglt 
would make his aunt tl)at%i]|pwance ; and be watfiire, 

Lady Charlotte Ratcliffe could maintallk herfelf with foeh 
an allowance much more romfortably tha* foe cbuld at pm- 

moved for mom iWi 
an addition of one hundred pounds a .year tb the fum fySt 
propofed, the reafon was, he had ftifficient 
m the right honourable gentleman’s gaoerofily t<y thinkUhat 
he would confent to allow a laigp addition, and theili^ he 
lud not ventured to move for mofe. nnA urliAtt 
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lad not ventured to move for more, and ivben 
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oer^ tnat it was so maKe an old woman nappy^ ne nopea tne 
Cpmtiafttee to the ‘amendtnent* 

Mr. if Greenwich Hofpital xvas poor, and 

wanted afliilanceji Ik the Houfe vote a grant of five thonfand 
pounds, and give it the Hofpital ; but not on a pica of the 
wants of Oteenwich Holpital refufe to do what appeared to 
him to be an aft of juftice to Lord Newburgh. 

The queftion put, '1 hat the words two thoufand 
five hufjdrcd pounds Hand part of the qucflion,” •and car- 
ried. 

Sir Heibert Mack wwth then quitted the chair, and ihe 
report bcingmade to theHoufu iiiunediatoly, a bill was or- 
dered to be brought in. 

The Hople having then refolvrd itfelf into a Committee 
on the Have traniporfation hill, Mi. \v^)ijtbiead m tiu chan, 
Lord Penrhyn dt fired that Mr. Noriu might he ' ailed to 
the bar, to explain a pait of his evidence delivered on Mon- 
day. hir. ^Morris was called arcoidingly, and Mi. Smith, 
and otlur members, examined him. 

Mr. Matthews was aftciwiuls calkd to the bar, and ex- 
amined, which being fin|lhtd, the Houfe immediately ad- 
jouincd. 


H'tdmfday^ i\th June. 

No debate. 


Thut fduy^ ^th June* 

The Older of the day being read for taking into confide- 
ration the report of the controj^cilf d ele(!'tion hill, feme 
amendments were read and agreed to. 1 he hill was after- 
wards rc-committed, wh^jii two clauLs wcie moved by Mr. 
Grenville, and .accepted. A claule, enafting, that the no- 
minees (hould in future bechofen out of the Houfe at laige, 
inHead of being named by the parties, was alfo moved by 
Mr. Popham, but rejefted on a divifion, the whole Commit- 
tee being againft it to one for it. The bill was afterwards 
reported. 

Lord Maitland now mo\cd a claufe to give a power of 
referring tbequeftion of the light of eleftion, to the decifion 
of a third Committee, in cafes where the dccifion of the firft 
Committee that tri|f^ the queftion of the feat, fhould be dif- 
ferent from the decifion of the feoond Committee, that was 
by the bill ordered to be chofen to try the quel lion of right 
feparately. 

This claufe occafioned feme converfation, being ftrenu- 
oufly fupported by Mr. Baftard, Mr. Wyndham, hTr. Iluf* 
fey, Si\t Grey Cooper, M«r. Strachey, and other gentlemen, 
* and 



5 ^ 


A. 1788 . D E B A S. 

and .vs ftrentuoufly oppofecl by Mr. Gtenville, whogslV'd hh 
reatons for thinking that a fecond Committee was a fofiScienC 
and (afe tribunal, ultimately to decide thequeftton of right. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt fupp >rted Mu Gienville’s argument^ 
and at kngfh the Houle divided. 

Ayes, foF the claufe, 2g ; Noes, 41. 

The bill w.'s then oidered to be engiofli^ 

T. he lloufe adjourned. 

Friday^ Cth *June* 

Mr, r Inncellor Pitt iifmg, remaiked, that he ihould con- Mr ch«|p 
ccive r no diflimilinty of opmi<m would be found to af- P***- 
bd Uu pnpc p!c of thebulinefs to which he m ant to call 
tlie attcirioii ot ihe Committee, although, perhaps, fome 
d IfeicncL of lenliment m ght be enttit'uned as to the mode 
and whi# hhe lUonld conclude it his duty to pro- 

pofe, It oi del to cirry the pi intiplc into efFe6f. what he 
hid to fubmit to the conhdt*ation of the Committee, was 
Ok fiti fidinn Le mule to the American Loyalifts, for 
tl e loi d liqn uit) m and 'idniflment of their claims, on ac- 
coi lU of lolks luR lined I v ilirm in conlequ^ncc of their ad- 
herence to this collltr^ dirmij the late American war. 

7 he AmeriC'in I oyaliAs, in hi* opinion, could not call up- 
on the Houfe to make compenlation foi their lofles as a mat- 
tirof luftict . but Uitv, mofl undoubtedly, hnd ftrong 
claims on tlu ir nerohty and compaflion. In the mode, 
theieffie, it he fhouM ftr-opole for finally adjuAing the 
cUinii of tlic American 1 ov \1 he had laid down a pun* 

< iple with a VK w to in nk tins dilliiu^fion ; and he had adher- 
ed to It thio'ighoiit tliv vaiioLS q^notas of compenfation that 
hi Ihould pi opok* to hi mvdc to the vaiious clafles of Loy- 
al i As, the more cbi^^ily to aicertain and eAabhfti it. Having 
piemiled this, Mr. Pitt Aatcd difterent defcriptions of 
J^oyahAs who had piefcrud tlu ir claims before the Commif- 
fioncrs ap|X).ncul to incjuiie into American claims; claims 
which had und^ rgon4 rhtii nueuig ition,,and been noticed in 
their leports then before the (Vnnmittec ; and he 4 ivided the 
diAerent defer ptions j.itocliAes, infoi mir^ the Committee ^ 
thvt lie propoled to adopt a pn cij !e in theflrA inAance, and 
follow It up in every oth« i. In thehrA clafs, he conhdeied 
and ranked all thofe who h id leAded in Ameitca at the com^ 
mencement ot the war, and who, in puifuance of their prin- 
ciples of loyalty and adherence to this country, were obliged 
to ibandon their eAates and tlu ir property in Ameiica, which 
were, in conitqueiice, feized and coiififcated by the Ameri- 
cans. 1 he mode he meant to adopt wim refped to this clafs 
of LoyaliAs, whom he coniidercd as the mMl defeiving, and 

Hz as 
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having the claims of any defcnption of Loyalifls;, 

lurouWhe to pay thhfr, whole claims werefo fmall, that any 
deduftion frotft them would materially aflfeft their means of 
exlftence with any fort ojf comfort, the full amount of their 
daima^ He ihould propofe, theiefoie, to pay all luch Loy- 
alifls whofe claims did not aniount to more than ten thou- 
fand pounds, whatever their claims fhould amount to, and 
to dedu£l fifteen %)er cent from all that tlieir claims (Isould 
amount to, over and above the firft ten thoulaiid pounds, if 
under thirty thoufand pounds, and an addition jI prt cent ge 
if from thirty thouland pounds to fifty thoufand pounds* 
He alhgned as a reafon of propofiiig that the fifteen per cen- 
tage Ihould bededudlcd from the ex-Ccf^ only of the LoY*»lifts 
claims over and above the fnft ten thoufiiul pounds, that if 
fuch a rule were not hid down, and the fifteen per cent, weie 
deduced fiom the fit ft ten thouland pounds, it miglit happen 
that thofe claimants, whofe cliims uu )untcd to a tiifluig 
fum above ttn thoufand pounds, uould reoiv^ a It Is rom- 
perifiuon than thofe whole claims, thoi'j^h th( y du* not 
amount to quite ten ihi'ufand pounds, amounud to very 
near that fum* He ftafed what the Ingheft amount of any of 
the claims of this clafs of chimmts would ht, artl whit 
would be the amount of thi deduftion upon the whole, which 
would not, heind, lie gieat; but, as his oh|e<!ft was the af- 
ceitunment of thepiinciple with legard to the right, it was 
ftill wotth while to adhcie toit. 1 he next clafs oft laimanis 
th It lie fliould adveit to, was the clafs of tJiole who, having 
t elided m Lngland dunng the w I 1 , had exhibited claims ( a 
the iemeof the lofs of piopeity in Ameiica. flu ie cert uni y 
had not the merit of tl e former clafs, bccaufc they could not 
pietend thit tbey hid lurn duven fiorn*'Amv fica, nor could 
they lav any ftiefs on their having been forced to iulUm thtir 
lofs in Ameiicapndcr the fame ctreumftances fi ice of ntcel- 
llty they made their option ; and it was natural tofuppofe, 
that they chofe that, which, in point of advannge and <a- 
tisfafifion, was the bell for tbemlclves* At the lame time, 
liowever, that this, lemaik was neceffry, he wa-. far fioin 
thinking, thatbecaufe they chofe tp remain in Enghnd, and 
prote^\ llicir probity heit, they were not entitled to expedt 
feme compcnfatimi from that Houfe tor tlie lofs of their pro- 
perty m America They undoubtedly weie ; and he fhould 
propofe, in like manner, as he had propofed with icfpedl to 
the former clafs, thitf all the claimants of this fecond dtfenp- 
tion, whofe claims were under ten thoufand pounds in amount, 
fhould l>e paid in fall; but that, fiom all whofe claims 
amounted from ten thoufand pounds to thiity tlioufand, a 
dedudfiou IhouH beTOade of tvrenty per cent, and a farther 
dfdudlion from dSi whofe claims amounted to above thirty 

thoufand. 
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thoufand, and under £fty thou&nd ; and a ftil| iatjt^er de* 
JuiSiou from alt above fifty thoufaud up to one tittiii|red 
thoufand, and fo on in prd^ortion. It happened* that the 
higheft of the claims of this clafs under fifty thoufand pounds 
was one of twenty-three thoufand ; and above that, thifere uvas 
no other, except the claim of Mr. Harford, which was, as 
it Hood liquidated by the Cominiffioners, two hundred and 
teii thoufand pounds. Applying, therefore, the principle 
which he had b<;fore mentioned, to the claim of Mr. Harford, 
tlif* fum, after the feveral dedudlions, would be found to be 
fifty thoufand pounds, which, confidering all the cUcum- 
ft*inces of the cafe, was, h thought, a very handfome com- 
pt-niation for that Houfe to make."*^ But, Mr. Harford, he 
liiuhiilood, had two other claims upon Ameiicafor debts of 
t n "houfand pounds each. He meant, therefoie, that Mr# 
Halford fhoiild receive the full amounts of thofe fums. The 
next clafs of claimants, were thofe Loyal ifts, who, having 
eithei eiij jyed places, or exercifed profeflions in America, 
had, by being driven away in confequence of their loyalty to 
thiscouniry, loll tbeir incomes. With regard to thefe, it 
was to I e coiifideicd, that though they had been driven from 
America, they were able to obtain frcfli incomes in this 
country, by exercifirig their talents and their iiiduftryin 
different ways; he fhould not, therefore, propofe to give 
them equal incomes to thofe they had been deprived of, by 
way of penfion, but was of opiiiion, that they ought to con* 
fi Vi thcmfcivesas liberally dealt by, if all who had been de* 
piived of incomes, not am^nting to more than foul hundred 
pounds a year, were put upon half pay; and others, whofe 
incomes in America had amounted^ higher, (and lome, he 
fiid, amounted as high as fifteen hundred pounds. a jear, 
and one as high as thiec thoufand) fliould he paid ten per 
cent, oil tin fiift four hundred pounds a year of their income, 
and a certain per C' ntage on all above that fum, the percen- 
tage bfr-mg governed by and diminilhirig in proportion to the 
increalod am Hint of the income claimed. With refpe£l to 
theWell-l lorida claimants, he flioulJ propofe to pay them 
the full amount of their c^iins, becaul’e they ftood in a very 
different predicament from the American claimants, having, 
in confequence of a peace, which ceded S'lorida to another 
power, and which that Houle had agreed to, been obliged to 
quit their habitations and property in Weft Florida. Having 
expatiated on thefe various dalles of claimants, and Hated, 
that although the amount of tlieir claims was two millions odd 
hundred thoufand pounds, cxclufive of the lour or five hun-* 
dred thoufand pounds that had been already advanced at dif- 
ferent periods, he faid, helhould ino^ a general refolution 
fijr the amount of that fum, to beUrueain debenture*!, bear- 
ing 
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ing thrive an^ a half per *cenl. interell, 'vyhich would, he 
thought, be nearly equal to a ready-money payment ; and he 
had, on a former occafion, hinted his idea of propoiing, with 
the^topbatlooof the Committee, that the whole fum fliould 
be paiq Oflf by inftalment, hy means of a lottery, till the 
whole fliould be* cleared. 1 hat, however, was matter for 
fartller conflderation ; it was fufficient for the prefent, to 
move, That r,228,'»39L fliould be voted to the fevcral 
** Aoiericao claimant 6 tor lofles, ^cc. and 113,952!. 14s. Jd. 
** to the Florida claimants.” The report to he received on 
the enfuing Monday. 

Thefe relblutions having been read by Mr. Gilbert, 

Sir Edward JflUy obferved, tliat he knew it was frequently 
thecttftom for Committees of that Houfe to vole away mil- 
lions, without a fy liable being faid: and therefore, upon the 
prefent occalion, he wiflied totrouhle the Committee W'ltha 
few words. When the fubjecSl of the claims of the Ameiicaii 
Loyaliils hadlafl been under confideiation, he had taken the 
liberty of afking th^ right honourable gentleman, if he had 
feen a pamphlet on thefubjeol, winch had been lent round to 
the Membeis of that Houft^ and to this quelhon, the right 
honourable gentleman was pleafed to aniwer, thit lit had 
read the pamphlet. Sir Edward declared, that he had, at 
th6 time, alluded to certain diftin<?Vions between thofe Ame- 
rican Loyalifts who had fairly and boldly flepped forwaid at 
the corotnencenient of the war, and declared in favour of this 
country, and fuch others, as haj^ by falfe intelligence, and 
other means, lomenlcd the quanel, and inflamed the minds 
of the people of Englant^ againft Amenca In confequence 
of what he h.»d then lemarked, Sii Edward informed the 
Houfe, that he had been regarded by the newfpapers as a 
fyflematic oppofer ol the claim :> of the American Loyalifts. 
H( had, therefore, deteimined, to take thefirft opportunity 
which fhould offLr to ckar his chara6ler from fuch an afper- 
fion. He was no enemy to the Loyalifts; no oppofer, gene- 
lally, of their claims. On the contrary, bethought thAt 
Houfe hound in honour and juftice to pay them due atten- 
tion. All he wrfhed was, that 5 line might be drawn be- 
tween the deferviug and the nndeferting* He had lately 
converfod with turn of the Comniiilioners appointed to ex- 
amine thofe claims, who had pc ifetSlIy fatisfied his mind up- 
on the fubjefl, by affunng jhira, that grca^atiention had 
been paid to the diftinflion ofmeiit and demciit, and as he 
took It for grantoil that the feveral divifions and dednftions 
from the cLims of fhc feveral tlalTcs flated by the light ho- 
poumbfe gunlernan tlut day, had been governed by an at- 
tention to the diftmdtron to which he adverted, he toiild have 
no o'ncifliou to the i^iotion, and tboie that wore to follow it. 

Mr. 
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Mr. declared tlm he^ 

mind whether he ought to votetA fhvourof tlMj^ipiselafit iNm-* 
tion. He profeiled himfelf not competent to JeeidehH^lm It* 

What he willifcl to be fatisfie<1 in, by thofe gentlemen Haiho 
uiiderllood the fubjeft better than he could pretend to do, 
was, whether the claims of the Loyalifts weie Ibundfd in 
right or nor, or vbhether the voting meb Turns as lyere then 
propofed, was a mere matter of favour and hberalityo Mr. 
liufley aclvcited to the pamphlet that had been mentioned by 
Sii Edward Allley, and laid he had lead it with all poIRble 
attention ; and that it appeared to him, thiSit the refolutions 
of ih it Houle, Hated 111 the pamphlet, m fome fort auiho- 
i»7eil the r oyalift<5 to look up to them for compcnfation for 
then Ic^iLs; but before he could confent to vole for the mo- 
tion, he (Itfirecl lo hive his do ibts relSlvcd. 

Ml. B >f^obltrvcd, that he felt extieme conrern at dif* Mr. Burke. 
<o\Lring that an hoiioiiiahle gc-iiticman of fo enlightened a 
mind, and of the punty ot whofe intentions, on all occa- 
fioiis, no man could Ip 1 e the fmallcft queftion, had any 
doubts or ohJecfVions to ihe pitfcnt motion. He never gave 
a \ote virh moi*^ latJ*t.H"tion, Mr. Fiurke laid, than he lliould 
oivc Ins vote foi the pnlcut motion, btcaufe, though the 
J..oyalifts had no chinn upon the Houfe founded in ftndl 
(wli.cli nil ll iKL^iTinl) be a hitiary, andg:ouId admit 
of no upxlifK moil v h but muH be fully fatisiied to 

Its utmoJl extent, vihttvMi that might lit) yet the Houle 
Mas bound in h )noMi miJ luftne to take iheir claims into 
confide ration. iVh. Fuike affured the Committee, thatfucU 
a mode of cuinpenl itKu; tht claims of the Loyilifts would 
Jolhecouniy tlieh^l^ft c??dit. lie faid, it was a new 
and a noljle inltance o\ national bounty md generofity. At 
the Relloiation, he xeinembeieJ the cale Jiad been widely 
difRrenr. 'J luie tlie poor Ihftiops, who had been fo long 
depuvedof then lee*', were deemed well off to obtain their 
fees again, and the luni of eighty thoufand pounds was all 
tliar the Houfe had voted for the King to diftrihute among 
the Loyiilifls, though it was a well-known fail that the 
Maiquis of Wotc(fttr done had loft an tftaie of three hun- 
dred thoufand pounds. Mi. Burke defcanted on thefe hifto- 
ncal fails, and laid, it v\^as, be owned, a folid fatisfaiKon to 
his mind, that lie had uniformly voted againft, every queftion 
that Jed to the conleqnences that hud the Cdinmittee under 
the neceflity of coming to the vote then propofed ; he ftiould» 
•nevertheUls, chearfully vote any fum, however large, upoa 
the account ftated, becauie, though the American war had 
been cairied on by the voice of a majority, all were involved 
in the promifes or that majority; and the Loyalifts had cer- 
tainly heard, from the fir ft authoaty in the ftate, that if 

they 
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joined the King’s army, or 
tittiii koJ&nijIlH (hou}il receive proteSion and fupport. 
Irhat and ought to be faithfully fulfilled. 

With reg£*d rothe mode propoied of making the compenfa- 
tion claimedf hiO thought it both liberal and prudent^ neither 
too.hirge pn the one hand, nor too fmall on the other ; and 
bft»vethe tight hotlourable gentleman credit for having 
the divifions^ and diflinguifhed the dedudlions to be 
taken from the claims of the different clafies of l-oyalills. It ^ 
did this country honour, inafinuch asitfhewed out attention 
to the different extent and force of the claims of the feveial 


claimant: and it would not have done them honour, had 
they expe&ed to have been paid the full amount of tho^e 
claitnSf l)ecaufeit ivould have proved, that they had no ical 
principle of loyalty to infpiie their condudi, but that they 
joined the fide that they had joined, under a ceitain expec- 
tation of running no nlque whatever, but of leceiving back 
the Vi'hole oi their pioperiy. Afur obfei vations on the good 
fffedl of iuch a libeial line ofcondufl, upon vhich he found- 
ed hopes:, that if any thing w'ould, that^ at one day or other, 
might effedl a renewal of ancient amity and connedlion be- 
tween Ameiica and Great Britain, and alter rc|o]rmg that 
Ameiica liad not had the honour of rompenfiting the Lov- 
atiftafor thd> Ioffes, which would, he laid, have bt'*n a wife 
way of fetting up in the world for themfehes, Mr. Buikc 
concluded, with giving his aflent to the motion. 

I.QrdVV€ft- l^nid WcflcfiU rofe to fay a few woids on that part of the 
•otf. * right honourable gentleman’s fpeech, in which he had touched 
on thequeftion, that had induc'd the confequence wIiilIi ob- 
liged that Committee to come to the vote then luuler conli 
deration, and entered *nto a defnee of the coiuiufl of Cto- 
vernment in ihofe relptcis, it being at the timeevideiuly ilie 
fenfepf the greater pait of the nation that the wai llioiild 
^beputfued. His Lordihip, before he fat down; dt?clared, 
thsrt although he could not anfwer for each individual claim- 
ant, yret that he had the fatisfaflion to heai from fome of the 
American Loyalifis^ that the mode and extent of comptn- 
fation jSropofed to be given ihem by the right honouiable gen- 
tleman would prove fatisfailory to them colleftively. 

$lr J*»iPw ^\t^mn£%*JphnJione declared, he had entertained doubts of 
JwlihUonc* rhjit faft, and exceedingly Inppy lo hear that the propor- 
tions of d'duflton, as well As the mode of payment that had 
been propofed, would prove feiisfaflory to the American 
Loyafifts, jwho, inhismmd, had a claim Upon the jufticeof 
that Hoofe. * * 


S’l Willuro Sir H^Uiam D^Iben remarked, that there was a fpecies of 
X>uli»ea. American Lovalifts, who were not, be believed, included m 
any of the cla&s oficlakoants ftated by the right honourable 

gentleman, 
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gentleman, but who were equally well ^ the 

delation ot that Houle; and theie were tliCvbenfeficed tlogy 
ot America, vvho had been deprived of their hvitigs* 

Mr ChancLllor begged leave to interrupt thehonoui' Wr rhait* 
able Baioiiet, meiely for the fike of faving time. He laid, 
the perlon*? alluded to, were compiehcnded in that clafs of 
Lovalilh, which was termed the dais of perlons depuved of 
their *nc mes. ^ (* 

Mr M J Tt\ht obfrrvevl, ilierr pit iicnlir gentle- Mr M A, 

nic'n,* by piofcHion a luigeon, \ h> 1 mI IoIoWlJ the army 
in Aineiic i, and ha<l an niid jurtecl cluin to the attention of 
Pailiament. Mi, Tiylor afkcd, wherhei a n eg left in this 
gentle man to pic fet his cl urns, woul 1 deprive him of a right 
to in ike ihtin, ot ike from theftineia ? Mr. * aylol flatcd 
the particulars ot thf gentleman's caie. ♦ 

Ml- Chancellor Pitt anf^ieied, that chmns of the defcrip- Mr Chan^ 
lion filled b) the lioi’oui ihle and Itained goiutcman, neither 
Wiie inclgJtd in iht motions he h id rt id, and meant lo pro- 

pok, noi could they he tiktn into c jnlidjration bv thit 

Commutes, to wljirh the claims of Incli Loyalifts as had 
|[Vi.n repoitid by the Comm ffionc rs, weie alone icfcried, 
whoft lole ohjic^ts hid been lots and loyalty. 

Ml. /)- I\ ( rcmiiuled the Comniiktee, thit the right Mr D P. 
hon )urmlt gc uloman InJ lad yeai laid, tliui v»as one de- 
fcii]>ton ol chimmts, uh)le claims, in his nuiid, hid lo 
little merit, com paied with thofc of anotlier rials, that they 
Cl itainly flood in lo vtiy difleient i point of View, that he 
knew not wh( iher he lhoulde\r n conltnt to grai t them any 
comjici 1 nion. 1 hf» light IltJlioui i\ k cn*’Icmin Ind, at the 

time, ilind d to what ht hid now W mght toiward as his 

lecuhd clats of cl umants, tint conialiiig of thole pcifons, 
who, having been ididcnt in Lngland dining the war, had 
lufFeitd loflts 111 Anienci. Mr. Coke 1 nd, he knew fomc 
worthy indi\ iduals m that clifs, whofe ch ms he thought 
merittd attention ; and wnth reipeft to Mi. Harford in par- 
ticulai, he peilectJy appiovcd ot the light honoui ihle gciw 
tkin in's piopofjtion; but theie was mother rliis of c laini'inls, 
whole chiins, as lic|Uidated and reported hy tlie Commiifi- 
oners, ought, in Ins mmd,. to have been fati'.fi d m full, and 
thole were the American Loyalifts, who had been idid^ut 
in America w hen the war broke out. Among the defcrip- 
tion of claimants, o^e cafe peculiarly bard, was tint of Col. 

Philips, a moft ineritonons man, who dt ier\ ed i v‘'i y poflibJc 
mark of attention and favour. CoUm^l Philips had a landed 
eftate ol 40,000!. a year, when the war bioke out, and be 
bad Irveii childien. louring the wai, he h id lendered tl e 
moft important fervices to the Bntilli cauft, and he could 
not think the demand of inch a man flwild pay any part of 
VoL. XXIV. I ^ tlifi 



.t^-^QOO^i;'^^lia^''l>eati fiis 'property; Mr. Coke 
mted ^ the Colonel Philips, and faid, be would; 
ittfeikc to rile cflFeiSt: That it was the opinion of 

« the Committee, that the Ioffes ’of the American Loyalifts 
hefote th^ #ar commenced, be made good, without any 
««' dithtnotion.” He added, that he hoped the Houfe would 
approve of fuch a mpjjLon, and not fuffer the charailer of 
^ the connfry to.ftand ippcachdfl for a paltry ten percent. 

Lord IVrjicoU roie to explain, that he had expreflly ftated 
that he could not anfwer for individuals, but iliat he had 
underftood from fome of the American lA>yalifts, that as a 
body, and' colleAively confidered, they believed the prefent 
propofitions would give them perfeft futislaftion,. 

Fo*. Mfi Tox dech'vred that, in his opinion, the giving the 
Loyalifts relief , was not a matter of liberality, nor a 
matter . of compafEon, but what they liad a ftrldl right 
to ; not a right to a full payment of their uiv.jualified claims, 
but a ftrift tight to a compenfation for what they had 
fuffered : fuch a compenfation as that Houfe fhoukl, upon 
. due confideration, think fit to make them ; and, there- 
fore, the ftritt right that he alluded to, dilFered only in 
definition, but not in point or effefl, to the ftrift right 
alluded to by the right honourable gentleman over the way. 
Mr* Pox faid, he felt fome fort of difficulty in fpeaking on 
the fubjeA. It was well known be had at times expreflid 
not the moft favourable opinion of fome of the Loyalifts, 
nor of the motives that bad a£l:nated their condudt, and did 
oontume to a(5tuate It during th^war. He would, however, 

' for the prefent, difmifs all that fort of feeling from his 
breaft, and fpeak foleJiy to the queftion before the Houfe. 
Whatever he might think of fome individuals among the 
Loyalifts, none in that Houfe were of opinion that they had 
a juftorclaim to compenfation than ha had; hut not a claim 
to the wbofe of their demand. To aft by them upon any 
fo^h ptepoftorous idea, would be making many of them ftand 
iaa>better fituation than they would have done, had the war 
taken ;a different turn, and ended differently than it did. 
What was propofed was, in his opinion, an ample compen- 
fation. Tjhe tight honourable g*entleman over the way, he 
thought, had propofed not only fairly and properly, but hap- 
pily and generoimy. Had thi^ Loyalifts known even before 
th^y‘ took their option, and joined the Britifh fide of the 
queftiorb that they would have been at all events compen- 
sated "in the iif^nnerliow propofed, and that the rifejue would 
have continued fuch, fubjeft to the chance of fuccefs on our 
party he mull have been a dsfftardly wretch indeed, who, 
. h^des a predilefti^Tor one fide, who would not have ven- 
rtured. fuch a rifqu^r At the fame time (Mr. Fox laid) he did 

not 
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not tbmk the right honourable gentleman h^i uded ttm ges 
nerouiljr. The American Loyalifts were all mertt^lous to 
thi^ country} by doing, to their rifijue, what the Parliament 
required of them, and therefore, they were entitled to a 
coinpeiifation, but hy no means to a full compettfation, at 
propolod by the right honourable gentleman who fpoke 
lately (Mr, Coke) had faid, and therefoie he held himfelf 
bound to vote againft his propofed motion. 

Mr. Chancellor Pjtt declared, that he received peculiar Mr. Chm* 
fatistac^ion from the concurrence of the light honourable ®'^^*®^^**** 
gentleman, but lie did not think, however, it might add to 
the popularity of the mcafurc, that it ought to be conceived 
to be more liberal chan it really \^s. He felt it to be his 
duty, therefore, to flare, that the diftindlion attended toby 
an lionourable JJaronet, who had fpoken early in the Debate 
(Sii Ixlwaid AlHcy) be;wee 1 i fach Loyalifts as were more de- 
(erving than otliets, <»n account of thi-ir political principles, 
liad not been made in refpeft to the preient motion. Thu 
CommifTioners had not had it delegated to them to make any 
fuch difliiK^hon, and if they had not thought it right to make 
it, he certainlv could not be cxpefled to have made it. In 
fac\, no fucli diflinftion could be made, i^or, in his mind, 
ought it at tlhit tiine to be adverted to. With regaid to the 
obleivation of the right hotiouiable gcntL*man, that if the 
Loyalifts had been paid in full, they would have been better 
oflP. than even if the war had ended diftercntly, he could 
not aflent to this ides ; hut, they, certainly, had no fort of 
cl.iiin to a full rcqiaymeiit of, "JI they had loft. He was, ne- 
verthdefs f^f opinion that the line fliould be liberally drawn, 
and a iKnulfomecompenfation made. VWhat he liad propofed 
was (he ti lifted) in the general contemplation of the Com- 
mittee, ahb<*ial and a handfome compenfation, and left the 
l.oyalifls without a plea for complaining that they had been 
hardly dealt by, all the circumftances of theii cafe, and the 
ca*e of this country, confidered. With regard to what the 
honourable gentleman had faid, to whofe labours fomc lime 
fince, the Public were doubilefs indebted for much important ' 
infoimation (Mr. Coke was one of tlie oiiginal Commiffion- 
ers) and on which account it was very natural that the ho- 
nourable gentleman ftiould feel anxioully for the l^oyalifts, 
he could hy no means agree, that becaiife Colonel Philips w.*s 
a meritorious ofHcer, that on his account fingly, a principle 
ought to be dejiaited from. Let the honourable gentleman 
recollefl, that as the cafe ftood, Colortfel Philips’s reprefen- 
tatives would receive 50,006!. out of a claim of 62,oooU and , 
jVIr. Harford would only receive 50,000!. out of a claim of 
2io,oool. He trufted, therefore, that Ac Comipittce would 

1 2 Hot 
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not thmk 0/ ipal^in^ any fuch alteritioii as that ftated m 
thi lionourublogt ntlepin’s pro, 3 oW motioi . 

J 4 i Cole, Mu Ci>i^dec*ared, tliithflud fpoken his nuhvidml fen- 
tipnents without concut ot uj kind \vi»h ancihci pcrlon. 
He leally thought as he had Ipoktn , but i( he leir the fe ife 
ot the Coi iinittec to be ag.i nil him, he cciMi ly v ouM 
not nuke 'my motion, becaule he never would oppofe his 
^ ))ii\ate opinion to the Icnte either of a Coin mttec cf tlic 

Houle, or the Hoult itlclf. With ic^aid o thi I ov iliits 
being mtde intends, howovci, by the pn p led i lo- 

tions, he 4ld by no m ins conlf nt to that afl( tio 1. s 
it no hardlliip (oi niiny cf them to have been k nt oc t cf 
their ellaas, and the 1 ccipt ot their rents fir tiuit cn ^ ‘‘is 
together, and to hive been llarMiig in this country all the 
timc^ He conceived it was, and that it wns one i li m vvliy 
thole claimants who had been *erident in iv 1 in r the com 
meurernent ot the wir, and htc 1 dr ven tu n rl t ict, ci pht 
to be paid their claims m full, elpccnllv Coi in 1 Vh lips's ti- 
mily, which being (o nmerous, and then h th^-i'c inuit fo 
great, were entitled to 1 c collar conficV'-irn u 
«lr Maf- fThiU R iky alked, lit 1 1 1 not mifnndcr 

thew White ftood the right honourable genthmm \ tel^ wrt to Mt. 
Hsirfoid’s clup^ Was It true, as h< u mcihood the right 
honouiable genrleimn to It'**-!, that vlthou^h Mr Ifirfrio’s 
cHim had been 2 50,001 ! nt he v\ is to rec i \ t oniv 0''o]. 
and that Colonel Philips% f mill V Were to iccmm the Inn ^ 
meant not to intei tlw Iciil: j^ircunifiinci dilielpcAlul tcv 
Colonel Philips, who, lu was willing ♦‘o I Aic\ , wi 1 me- 
ntorius a Lojalift as h ^j^nonourabJe frit ml had dc fc nbed him: 
but, furcly, no equitable fcale cf dediiAion could wariint 
fuch an cxtiaordmary adjuftment of twocii ms of fuch very 
^ different amounts. 

Mr Fox Mr. Fox alked, what the grounds of the fettling Mr. 

Harford’s claim, as reducing it to 50,000!. were ; for he had 
npr heard them ? 

Mr Chin- Mr# Chancellor PiU repeited that put of his opening 
^UorPitt which he had delivered before Mr Fox hul entma 

the Hopfe, and explained, that Mr. Hartnrd w-is the only 
iniUnce \n the fepond claf^ of claimants, who had a cliim to 
a larger amount t^an 25,000!. In that cbfs he had propofed 
a deduAion of 20 per cent* in tbf fit ft inftaric (fio n all over 
and the firft io,ocoL pp to 30,000!.) and tint deduAion to 
Jnereafe in regular pwgreflion upon every fifty pounds up- 
wards ; tracing which principle truly, it would (he faid) he 
found, that Mr. Harford’$ clgimof 2io,oooI. (foi it was not 
^50 oool. as ftated the honourable Baionet) was ulti- 
mately reduced to cjUfoocl and fmall as th it fum was in pro- 
portion to the claim, no map could fay, it was not a com- 

fprca^le 
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fortible fubfiftencc, and he had no fcmple to avoWy that he 
thought It 1 luindfomegift on the part of the country. He 
reminded tht Committee, that there being no mtet mediate 
inhance be.tu"cii 23,000!. nnd 2iO,cool. he was obliged to 
follow up tlie piinciple, and diaw the line, which he had eli- 
de woiued to do fairlv, and when it wa*? lecolledled that it 
w IS not held ilie war rndtd more foitunitely, that he 

would e\cr hi ' hetn a]>It to recover the whole of his eftate 
in Ameiici, it was fiirely enough, and lie hoped the Com- 
mittee would be of thit opinion. 

Mr. rtmirktd, that if there was any hardfliip in the'lr Foe, 
foit of fcile whii-h he was prrfraded the honourable gentle- 
man viasnot aware, as he u illy gave him ciedit for mean- 
ing; to uft g**ne»onll\ ind lihcrilJy with leg ud to the Loy- 
aliils, at any rite, although it borMiard on Mi. Harford, 
he w i«! gl id to fi id, if it miift fall any where, that it Aiould 
fill on tlioit who p ^flefRd the largeft property, and who could 
confeqiiently hi it bear the blow. It was, however, a hard- 
fliip on Ml. Ilirfcid, and he would fliewr lie right honou- 
ri»i^ gentl men where it arofe ftom a dipirture from tlie 
jtnd'nefs o| h s own pi me pie. The right honourable gen 
tlrman h id i nd, evny urnrnt, who hid demanded under 
lO.oool. fliould receive thr whole, and he Ind then ftaled 
for all ihovc io,oool. ind under 30,000! fifteen p<*r cent, 
fliould he oedu6fod, aligning as a reafon for taking fo wide 
a diftance as fiom io,oool. to 30,000!. and charging the 
deduddion only upon the excefs over the 10, cool, that 
jf any cliimaiit whole deni*nd mountud tobut a trifling fum 
more than 10 oool were to be liabk to 1 deduSion of 15 per 
cent, upon the whole, he might jl^flibly receive a fmaller 
compenlation, than the claimant whole debt Was onfy a trifle 
under io,oocl If the right honourable gcntler^an, thi re- 
fer , had followed vp this fort of piincipl^, and governi J 
the fi/e and amount of his per centage deduftion, ftr’dlly, 
letting tht fifteen per cent, operate upon the excefs between 
ten and thirty thoufand pound, tl en impofing an additional 
per centage between thirty and fifty, and another between 
fifty and an hundred, yid thus, in piogicffion; all this, as 
fai as the allotment could have applied to Mr. HaifordN cafe, 
muft have fecured to him more than 50, cool, for his own 
portion. • 

Mr. Chancellor Pz// begged leave to-rcturn bis thanks roMr 
the right honourable gentleman who had reminded him of i 
circumflance he bad over-looked ; fof, had juft difcoveied, 
that theie was one claimant above 30,000!. and yet not reach- 
ing to 44,oooI. upon which, if the J5 per cent, ftridlly ope- 
rated, that claimant might reccivela fmaller compenfation 
thap 4 c 4 ^m;^nt for fo;nething unde\ihe fum of 30, oool. 

* but 
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but be-couW not {Wrceiv<» that Mr. HorfordN chiin could, 
upon any fixed priU<Jiple, he alrertd ; if it couJd, ho ihould 
not have tiw’* fruiUeft oh,# ebon, as lie hid eridt uouied to 
dt iw the line faiily, wiihout the fmalleft cominuniCAtion 
whIj any of the pai tits, \ir. H-iitoid hoing it that hour ut- 
terly ignorant what the Committee vieiw 1 ktly to do with 
hts c Uiin. 

Mr. /ftv repea^-cd his hmt, that under any other fcale of 
dedi fiion, the rtlult ot the fum to be paid, muft have been 
improved. 

Sir Gror eCt^r^uult recommended a particuht rife which 
Mr, Pitt faid might hr made a part ot the (|>ec ifications of a 
jn w bill as reaions for the fuither conlinnance ot Com- 
rn rfiif nri s, but could not come under the nolKe of the pre- 
fent Commirite. 

While Mr, Chincellor Pitt was hufy tn miliinc; cihuh- 
tions at the table. Sir fn/liam Dolhni ag .m urg I the Ip'^- 
ciil provifion fi)r the claims of benehced cle»gv, who Die 
fud) ought to be confideied as men polILircd oi heeholds, 
and not claffed with tiu holders ot uliial iiicomts* 

Mr. gcneially ippioved theChanccIloi of thf Lx- 

cLeqiifi’ (hvihon ot the tlafies, and his lu ingirmnt as to 
the deduct lor.s, but lie thought Mr. Haitord s ciie lathcr 
feveie, and that the debtntuits ought to bear i bettei lu- 
tertft than three and a half per cent. Mi. IJuflcy laid, he 
wib a fiienJ to creonomy, but one or two h 11 ditd tlmufand 
wi« a trifling conlidciation, where tht national juftice wio 
pledged. ^ 

Mr. ir.^mot obferved that the a^ls of Parliament giantmg 
powers to the Coinmiffion|is appointed to inquire into the 
N*ins of the American Loyahfts did not authorize tliem to 
\ quire into the d( merits ot any delcnption. He rejoiced 
thf tilt ilagc of ihfc inquiry was come, when iht Loyilifts 

x\ to rc cell e the ultimate fctrltment of thtir claims, and 
hr thought the piopofi ions liberal, altliough lie owned lie 
h-d evui fcXjir tid, that wlut the Chiminihioneis irpoited, 
w.% to bate beta the amount of the lums pud to the 
T.o\ ill 11s. 

Sii A/.* Jniv ITljiff K^dhy 9 i 11 peifpfted in his endcivonis 
topiocure an enlargement ot the fum to be allowed Mr. 
Haifofd, ftating tha| his oiig n il claim had iveen 700,000!. 
and declaring that he thought 5n,rool. but a pal uy coin*- 
p afation for fuch a'loh, and the moie elptcially, when 
Ml Harford had gomi oi^er to Zimenci and Ipcn*' 13,000!, 
of his Rnghfli foi tune m endeavouring to recover his eflates 
acrofs the Atlantic. 

Mr. Clnncellor Pitt aijjTwered that tl c real fa£t was that 
Mr. Hajf^kd would rcc^ve 5c ,vX)cI. aju pi >pofed, unJei the 

rclolutioq 



A. 1788 . D E B A T E*S. 

r^folution to be moved, and ao,oooL without anydeduflion 
for the tull amount of two debts of lO, cool, each ; and, 
theiefore, gam an mdemniJicatioii (which, he mull coniels, 
he thoiiglit liberal) to the amount of 70,000!. 

Mr. Dinkc iqoiced in the candoui, generofity and honour Mr 
which maiked the condiidl ot the Committte It was a 
gicat coiiiolation to his mind, tint tin v wne unanimous m 
their leadinefs to make the Ameiican Loyalifts a coinpni- 
iation. 

bn Afatthc*Lv irjnte RfdLy again enfoiccd his argument, Su M nlicNr 
and add d ihit, undei the willed tint pLifon tliiongh wlioin 'V^****' 

Ml. ll^rlord inhented the proptitj, he was lorced to pay 
jo,oool. foitunc to his llllei. 

Ml. Chun-flloi obfeived tint, upon this fubjrft, h** C'nin- 
couH only rf p^at that, \rcoiding to tlie piinciple lie had ^ *^ *^ **^^’ 
laid do\' n ind hten obliged to ipply to Mr Halford’s c i « , 
he would 1 Kiuc ^o, uol. compenlatiun, and 20,000 !• to i 
two dtlns ot lOjOOol. ench. 

liw no aJvumge in adheung (linFlly to^U \ y,ji. 
iht honouMlde gmtlenian’s icalc in rHpctfl to Mi.hanji 

H.itoul, hei nil, irooi ling to the Icale, if ciriied up to 
t po^dil V nj ot a \ t 1 V J nge ium, the claim int foi the 
III t (Hum would Ik touiul to receive the imallell compeii- 
iuioii. * 

Mu /Vv flungthnud Mr. Wyndliain’s aigument, and Ton. 
ilit wtd tliat cairymg Mu Ihtt’o pi nciple as he had tiaced 
It up, d»d not op r i ( i fiiicahly Ik rut »i the claimant of a 
lng< fuiij uid ilu a Innlkr, the latter having, 

out of dll l)it <t juop ition, the^dv uitige. If the right 
lionou a* 1 ( » I Mmi in hid traced hit lui • itgularly, Mr. I ox 
t ud nv’oullhive given Mr llaitoid moie th m 50,000! 
d.ul iuuK, it I Ik tu** laid down was hi his tavoui, it legu- 
liily ti ced, It wa> had he ihoald Lave any pat of his 
foiluiK wittihrld n bee Hit » lli< right honoui able gentlennn 
Led not Ti i^^ I It ngiliily. Mu 1 ox again pointed out 
how tla Lilc ought to In e bun iiarid, adniiUing th it h\d 
It bet n lo tiued, he flu uld hwe iiKaaicd the per cent.ig#* 
at dilf itnt A 15 ‘ ot the giofs dcrnanel, in propoition as it 
Iwellcd 01 inc u ded. 

Sii AfuttKivJi hitc RiJhy rofe onepmo^e to flite as a faff, nMatilct^ 
tliat IVIr. H iford had manitd his fiileil, \}is W yndhani^'' ^ ^ tifi- 
anJ Lady i-ehn, and pud each of then tan tunes. 

Mr. C'lnncellor F olifcrvcd tlwt he jrouht 'ot ^hen tiadeM CImu- 
the right honourable genil'^ma I’s (M!V./ c cor reft 

but he found it would probably amoup*t to (p, ooL iiiftcid 
of 50,000!. He owned that go,capL was inoie thati be 
thought ought to be given, and al^be light Lonoiif d)Ie 
gentleman had contended that he llioind Lava iiKic<^i-d the 

per 
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per centage deduction gradtully>. in proportion as he confi- 
derc\l the increaie cf the demand, allowing for that fort of 
ir.-. I'jiV, it would make the ujediutn between 50,000!. aiul 
::0;0ooi. wiiich was ',o,oooh and to fuch a compenfation he 
did not mean to make the leafl ohjedlion. 

'^rhls I'lopofition gave fatisfaftion to all fidcs of the Houfe, 
and after a queilion from Mr. Pultejiey, and a few words 
fiOiU Alderman Sawbridge, the amended refolnrion pafled. 
SirW;t:iam Sir IViUiam Dolben next read the petition of the heiieficed 
polbcn. lojalift Clergy and enforced their reqiiifition by a motion. 
Mr. Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt replied as before, that they had an 
'•cllorPitt. ample provifion by being put on half pay, as a finecure, and 
^ miglit find the means of acquiring additional incomes, by 

tlie exercife of thair talents and their inJuftry in this 
country. 

:S 5 r William Sir iVilKam Dolhen faid, he acquiefeed, in whac he faw to 
Ddlben, fenfe of the Comfliittee, 

Chan- Mr. Chancellor Pitt then moved the refolutlon to pay the 
cellorPitt, inhabitants of Weft Florida a full compeidation of their 
lolles, amounting altogether to upwards of one hundred 
thoufand pounds, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Burges. 'iAx. Burges now rifing, obferved that he wiflied, if pof- 
fible, to fatisfy the call of a right honourable gentleman, 
who, on a former day, had defired him to ftate his doubts 
refpedling the articles in the account of the expences iticurred 
by the trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. Mr, Burges re- 
peated the circumftnnces that had led to fucli a call h" ing 
been made upon him, and then proceeded to explain what 
his doubts were. The firft of‘tnem he ftated to be a doubt 
whether the Houfe had^ mthorized the managers to cmj)loy 
counfel ; a doubt whether there wms any precedent for their 
employing counfel; and, in cafe the Houfe had not autho- 
rized them to employ counfel, and that there was no pre- 
cedent for if, a doubt whether there was any peculiar cir- 
cumftance of difficulty in the nature of the prefent profe* 
cution, that made the affiftance of counfel neceflary ? Mr* 
Burges argued thefe doubts feparatcly and diftinftly. He 
faid, it would not, he ffiould fuppofe, be denied that the 
Houfe had not given any authority to the managers for the 
imployment of counfel, ^and he could not find any precedent 
for the affiftance jof counfel having been either required or 
granted in fuch profecutions. At the fame time he con- 
ceived, it was no 4 one of thofe fort of profecutions, that 
required the fpecril q^ftance of counfel. Only two legal 
|>oint,s had yet arife\ in the progrefs of the caufe, that of 
the guarantee, and that of the year 1783. Whate\er legal 
difficulties might o^r, there were learned ge itlemen 
onow on the Commktee of Managers to remove every ob- 
^ ftaclc. 
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.ftacle, and folve every doubt/ Slaving expat 
doubts refpefling the employment of counfel, he proceeded 
to ftute doubts on the difference betwcjen the two bills that , 
had been delivered to the Houfe by the folicitors for the pro- 
\ fecution at different periods, and pointed out tlte particulars 
I in vvliicli that difference confided. Tbefe were in the total 
I amounts, and the charges on acc6unt of Turns paid to coun^ 
f fel, and the charge of the folicitors’ expences. He dwelt 
^ on tiiefe dllFr; fences,* reafoning upon each, and declaring that 
it druck liira, ns if two moie counfel had made a part of 
the claufe in the firft bill, than in the lecond, lince, in the 
fecond, a Turn equal to the difFerence was transferred from 
the charge of money paid to coiinfH, to the clnrge of ex- 
“"pences incurred by the folicitors. He went into calcula* 

, lions to ihew, that the fum divided different ways would 
^ warrant tlie luppofition of a different ^number ol counlel 
being employed. He faid, tliat 805SI. was not tlte whole 
of the expcncc incurred ; but that, in fa< 5 f, it amounted to 
lull J5,oool. at prefenl, and with the cJ. rks’ fees of the two 
iloufes, ^c. it would douhtlefs amount to ib,oool. before 
foffion c'lofed, Mr. Burges concluded with moving. 

That Mafirs. Wallis and Troward, folicltrtrs for the pro- 
fecution, do from time to time prefent an account of tho 
expences inru: red, at the; bar of the Houle/’ 

Bufke (jhferved that he rofe not, either to fecortd or Mr. Barfcli^ 
to refill the motion. Before he feconded, be mull approve 
a motion; befoio he oppofed it, be muff lc« l a, flrung reafon 
for meeting it with his negative**, in tlie prelent cale he felt 
no powerful propcnlit}'^ either way# could not, however, 

.ivoid offering his warmefl congratnlauons to the ho;.our" 

.i!)lc gentleman, (Mr. Burges) on his having cbofen that 
glorious day, after the triumpli of the morning, to bring 
forward a bnfinels of fuch an important nature. It was the" 
honourable gentleman’s choice of filling up the happy inter- 
val between tlxdr adjournment from Weftminfter Hall, and 
tlie rifing of the Houfi, with calling them to the examina- 
tion of the items of a lolicitor’s bill, which alone was lit to 
follow his firil onfet within thbfe walls, when he bad Hood 
up, and boldly ventured for a long time, fingly and unfe- 
conded, to call for the attention of the Houfe, after every 
other Member had been ffriken dumb wilfc aftonilhment 
and admiration at the wonderful eloquenci^f His honour- 
able friend, who had that day again furprilld thu thoufands 
who hung with rapture on h;s acce!ifs,/by fuch a dif- 
play of talents as were unparallelled th Jaruils of oratory, 
and as did the higheft honour to himfelfj/to that Houfe, ami 
to his country. For his part, Mr. Bu^e added, his mind 
was not fufiicientlv let down from the hi'^Jjth of exaltation 
Vox., XXIV, " K ‘ to 
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of wetting, ancji of rela:)tation, to iink his thoughts to the ’ 
level qf fuch "an inquiry as that to which the honour- 
able gentleihan had callrd their attention* After (uch a 
fublifne and glorious fcaft as the morning bad afforded, the 
, honourable gentleman’s curious fpeculaticn on minute par- 
ticulars couvinceJ Jiim that Providence had intended that 
man Ihould not be proud, but that ceftafy of the mind 
Jhould he checked and cooled by fome fudden concomitant 
of mortification and dilgrace, fo that, under any clicuin- 
, llances, it fliould be impolfible for a human being to efcape 
long from having fome ^roof of natural infirmity tliruft 
before his fight. He again congratulated the honourable 
gentleman, ’ therefore, on Jiis choice of a day, declaring, that 
if ever there was a day made to dignify the nation, made to 
dignify human nature itfelf, it Was that very day. Of all 
fpecies of oratory, of every kind of eloquence that had been 
liearJ^ either in ancient or in modern times; whatever the 
acutenefs of the bar, the dignity of the fenate, or tlie mo- 
rality of the pulpit, could furiiifli, liad not been equal to 
what that lloufc had that day heard in Weflminfter Hall. 
No holy leligionift, no man of any defeription as a literary 
characler, could have come up, in the one inftance, to the 
pure feutiments of morality,, or in the otlier, to the variety 
ol knowledge, force of imagination, propriety and vivacity 
of allufion, beauty and elegance of diclioii, and ftrength 
of expreliion, to which they had all "that day liftened. 
f rom poetry up to eloquence, there was not a fpecies of 
conipoQion of which a complete, and perfedl fpecimen might 
not have been cullq^T, from one part or tlie other of the 
fpeech to which l>e alluded, and wliich, he was perfuaded, 
had made too flrong on imprrlfidn on the minds of that 
H'^afe to befo foOri obliterated, as to render fucli a coarfe 
dilh of foLips as the honourable gentleman had let before 
tlieni, at all palatable. There was, Mr. Burke added, no 
conquell of man over man, like that of genius over in- 
jufiice; irtflead, therefore of refolving themfelves into a 
Committee of j^tit accounts, they ought, like the Romans, 
after Scipio’s vidlories, to 12.0 and thank the gods for that 
day's, triumph ! In concliifion, Mr. llurke declared that he 
difdained to ra^e notice of fuch a fuhjecSb as the honour- 
able gentleman Viad ilafcd to the I loufe. If the honourable 
gentleman doubixl, or any man doubted, the folicitors’ char- 
ges, let them a\lU the follcitors to the bar, and examine 
them. korhis^Wt, he would continue to order fuch fer- 
vices as he thou^t proper, till the Houfe fhould think 
pioi>cr to commancfhim to defilh 

/ 

4 


Mr. 



^ Mr. Fox faid, if there be any thing in that accoimt whi<ip]l Mr. Fo»» 
the honouiable gentleman had commented upon, worth in^ 
quiry» let it be inquired into. He and the Managers had 
nothing to do with it. The lubjedt had come under difcul- 
fioii tor no lefs than thiee clifferent days ; and he could not 
avoid remarking that he thought it a little haid, that thofr, 
on the othci fide, who appeared to concur w ith them, and 
toagiee thit they had nothing to do with it, ihould, never- 
thelefs, fufFer It to be again bi ought forward, and the fame 
things repented lefpeuing it. It Ins aftoniflnneiit could be 
raifed at all at tlie papei juft delntred, Mr. I ox obferved, 

It would be I ufed in the higheft degiee — he was going to 
fay, at the ridiculous paifimony with which i proiecut ion 
ot Inch mignitude and impoitance was tfannJ forward If 
the honourable gentleman had done whit was fan, he 
would have ftated his doubts before. The firft account con- 
r lined the fuhjeih of his doulns as well as the (Cvond; and 
tir latter gave him no foit of information lejpcLhng them, 
which the fecond did not convey. With rcgiul to the ho- 
nouiahle gentleman’s decliration, that only two points of 
law had occuirtd, it the honourable gentleman, nifteid of 
ipi iiding his time III the nuat calculations he had fo nicelv 
made, had cximintd the charges d ready gone into, with all 
li^s profound flcill m ''iithmv tic, hewould \entu e to fay he 
wfeuld liave iouiul more legxi points thin he could eililv 
In' e counted up. In itfpc6t to tlu emjitoyment ol counfel, 
he believed it was a new thing to emplov counf# 1 on Inch a 
prolecution; hut he was peHuaded horn his own experience 
that the aftiftance of couiikl haA4>ccn ind would he indii- 
pcnl ihly ntceffu V to the fife condufl o4 the cau(e. 1 he ex- 
pences of the piolecution ot Mu 11 iftnn/ floed upon the 
^am ground with every othei fpeciesof paldic t xpejiditiiic, 
and Hl f\w no leafoii whv, liter lli ficule had appointeil 
Managers foi the conduvSl < f the pi ol cution, the Houf 
fliould n )t give them a much conhdcnri with rcfpetl to 
\ piudmt nnmg< ment of the c\pen hturo entriiftel to the i 
luperintendence, is they gave the parlicular depai tment*^ 
winch prcfidcd ovei any otha peculiar head of public 
pendituie. ^ ^ 

Mr. Diah obfti ved that dthongli he approved of the pie- Mr D »ke 
fent motion, yet ifterthe rclKifl which hu lionotirable fnend 
had met with, hew s almoft ifiaid to utter Lnc fyllilu in 
its favour. He declaied tint he fiillv icctcyd to the com- 
j)hmcnts paflld on the oration dehveied by ithe honourable 
g^ntJemin Mi.Sheiuhn, and he conCfiJil /nt he had that 
day Iiftencd to all tint w as great and gr uijf ornamental and 
elegant. Virtue had been aggrardi 7 edAand mc<“ debafed; 
if he was not \ natui \l lover of v ituV he protefted he 
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^ade a convert to it He nqver- 
uj> the avowed friend; of oeconoiiry*. 
The Managers, undoubt^ly, were no way anfwerable for 
the corre^tnefs g{ the accounts on the table, 1 h«y were 
engaged in attention to nobler objedis, and in loftier pur- 
fuhs; but fu rely that was no reafon why his honourable 
friend, andhimfelf, or rather he (for he would fpeak or.^ y 
for himfejf) being a man of humbler faculty, might not 
; attend to matters of the dry and lets elevated nature of the 
bills in quefUon. 

M'’- rK»n- M-r. Chancellor P/// obferved that, undouhiedly, the Ma- 

ffU^r Piit. nagets were intitled to the confidence ot the Houfe, and 
whatever affiftance they declared they ferioufly thought 
was neceffary for the fafe condutSl: of the caufe, he would 
be ready to fay, they ought to he authorized to procure. 
He would fpt ak fairly. With refprdl to the number and 
defcriptiofi of the couafel, he had entertained fome doubts 
in his own mind, whether it was neceffary that two civi- 
* li.ins fliould he employed. If the tight lionoui able gentle- 
man thought that they were reqnii.ie; and, fiom what he 
had already faid, he conceived that lie tolerably well under- 
Jiood his inind upon the fuhiei^t, he was ready to declare 
tlint they ought to be employed. Witli regard to the 
caution neceffiry in relpedi to expence; that quefiion, 
important as it was, ouglit to be governed with due atten- 
tion to the n.ituic of the cafe. As to the differences 
betw^^een the firit and fecond account that bad been pre- 
fented, they were matters undoudtedly referrihle to the folici- 
tors, and not the Manager.” 

Mr. Fo*. Mr. Fox ol fin ved, that although he hoped it was not ex- 
pefled that he /houlVl go the length of decl.iring tliat all the 
counfel employed were fo neceffary, that if one was taken 
ill. and obliged to I)e abfent, the cafe could not proceed, [Mr. 
Pitt faid, oh ! no.] he was ready to declare again that he 
did think every one employed was ni^tterially ufeful to the 
profecution ; and as to the civilians, -the riglu honourable 

f entleman knew as much of the cafe as he did; he would 
ave been aware that they could fcarcely proceed withoxit 
them, and that one of them w’^as mofl eminently ufeful, not 
for excelling the other in point of ability, afiiduity, or pro- 
feffional but for his deep, complete, and thorough 

knowledge of t| e fulqe^l. 

rtr William Sir li'diam \^iolhen remarked that although he had fcarcely 
pplbtfii. recovered from ( he effeii of the whiff and wind” of the 
right lionourablV gentleman’s (xMr. Burke) fell arm, yet he 
ventured to fecorV* his honourable friend’s motion, becaufe 
thought it the of that Houfe to attend to fuch ob- 
jefls. Sir W^iilia^f defended Mr. Burges from the ridicule 

of 
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of Mr. Burke, and faid, thotsig^ in the di&Harge dfhia dntf, 
his honourable friend had condefcended to notice the fubjeiS^ 
under confideration, he had talents equal to the moving m a 
higher Ipherc. ^ 

Mr. M Taylot declared he confidered the motion as a Mf. ^ 
paltry attempt to caft a flur on the Mamgers ; and therefote, ^ 

although be had withdiawn and not divided on the former ' 

debate, he was dciermined to take the fenfe of the Houfe. ^ 

Ml. Dundas faid he had given, and would continue to give Mr.l>iiii4i 
confidencf to the Manageis; hut astlie queftioii of the coun- 
ffl wis kttlL(l, and the retl of the bill rtfeired to matters 
agitcdonall hands to hy with the Bo'ud (f Treafuiy, he 
law no ufe in perfifting in the moiion, and proceeding to a 
d V lion ; Iv would tlicreiore prevent it, by moving the next 
cidei ol the diy, by wiy ol previous queftion. 

Mr. Bouvirn oblerved that when he w is forced to fpeak, *^1* Bow 
he wis ap! to fpe ik out ; he confideied tlic motion as no other 
ihin 1 httk attempt to infinuate loinc imputation againft the 

M 111 igt IS, 

Mr // api r wed of the light honouiahic gentleman’s Mr. Bwrhi 
pi spuhtion of putting an t nd to the dch ite by moving th^ 01- 
il r ol tlir tl ly, but wiih( d to cill the lolicitors for the prok- 
ciUuMi inunedurcl\ to f’u lur, to lolve tlie honourable gen* 
tleinan's druhts on the luhj Oi of rht diftrrnce of the items 
in the two ac(0\mts. Mi, Buike fiid, he undei flood the 
ciufe of ilie diflcienci hctvvetn the two bills to have anfen 
fioni the! dicitoi^ hiving bcdicilled upon to make out abill 
la well IS they could, iiid to have made out their fecondbill ^ 

V lun thty wen luoie u and whtn they were in con- 

lujufnce \hlcto be more corteft. ' 

1 he i 6^- tor (jCNo U wiflied that they might not be quef- Mr. Solid, 
tiomd, as would imply a doubt of then veiacity, and ^®‘’**** 

they w Cl e, he fud, m n ol chnai!! 1, above all fufpicion. 

IVIr. Solicitor faid, that nothing was moic common than for 
folicitors, luddenij cillcJon for a bill, to fall into error, 
which they remedied by making out a new bill. 

h\T AI.JV* RuUt , Iluffiy and Mi. all fpoke ^ Matrlwj 

agnnft the motion, as a motion introducid with a view to 
dilgi are the Managers. . • 

At length the order of the day was put and cairied. 

1 he Houfe adjourned. I 

Monday ^ July qJi.q 

Uprn this day, no material debate to/lc place; but the fol* 

Jow i g lefoiutions claim the attentioiyl our leaders. 

Mr. GilhCit, according to oidcr, itcd from the Com- 

^ ipKtee 
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l^i^e of tfee wl|6le »f^e, . to wiom it was referred to con* 
.fidefof flatetsiefit of the claims examittedi>y the Com- 
intifllcniers^ appointed to inquire into the loii&s ana fervices of 
the American Loyalifts, with the amount of the fums re- 
ported hy them to be doe*toenc]t clafs, and alfo the eflimate 
of the probable amount of fuch farther claims as remain to'he 
examined; and alfo, of the ftatehient of the number and 
amount of Eaft- Florida claims received, the number and 


amount of liquidated claims, and the fnm at which tliey have 
!wn liquidated by the Comraifiioners appointed to inquire 
into the lofles of all perfons who have fuffered in thf^ir pro- 
perties in confequence of the ceffion of the province of Eaft 
• V'^lorida to the Ring of Spain, made up to May 30th, 1788, 
the refolulions which tlie Committee had direfled him to re- 


port to rlie Hoiife; which he read in his place, and after- 
wards deliverec) in at the table, where the fame were read, 
and agreed to by the Iloufe, and are as followeth, viz.. 

Kcfoivctly 

That provifipn I>e mndr^ for fatisfying the claims of the fe- 
veial perfons who have ludered in ilicir rights, prope rties, 
and profellions, io confte.nonce of their loyalty to his Ma- 
jefty, and attachment to the Hritiflj Gov(Mnment, during the 
late unha]>py diflentions in America, animinting to the fum 
of one million two hundred and twenty-eight thoufand two 
hundred and thirty* nine pounds. 

Rr/o/vedj 

Tliat all perfonc, who have fufierrd in their rights and 
properties during tlie late unhapnv ciifll'iitions in y\merica, in 
confequence of their loyally u/lns Mnjefty, and attachment 
to the Britifli Crovernment, in the ciafics Ko. 1, 2, 3, 5, 0, 
and 7, contained in a Jfatement of the claims cxnm:n<^d by 
the Commiflioners for inquiring into tlie lofTt-s and i'ervices 
of the American loynlills, with the amount and the fuins"re- 
ported by them to be due to each clafs, up to the 5t]i day of 
Apilh 1783, lhall receive the full amount of fuch lofles as 
far as the fame do not exceed the fum of ten thoufand pounds, 
and fliall alfo receive, where the amount of fuch lolles fliall 


be ai>ove ten lh(>ui'aiKl pounds in the wliole, and not above 
thirty-five fiioiifand pounds in the whole, ninety pounds per 
centum of fuch part of the faid lofles as fliall exceed ten 
thoufand pounds ; ;fid where luch lofles fliall he above thirty- 
five thoufand ponnts, and not above fifty thoufand pounds, 
eight v-five pounds Jpr centum of fuch part of the faid lofTes 
as fliall exceed tenVtlioufand pounds ; and where the fame 
fliall he above fifty tlifeiifand pcninds, eighty pounds per cen- 
tum of fuch part of thetfaid lofles as fliall be above ten thou- 
fand pounds* 


Ktj'bl i'cd^ 
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Refolved^ ! 

That all perlbns who have fuffered in their rights and 
perties, during the late unhappy diilentions in AnieriCy?^ in 
conleijuence of their loyalty to his Majefty, and attac|tinetic^ 
to the Britifli Government, in the clafles No. 4^ and 8, con- 
tained in a ftafement of the claims examined by the Cor^i^if- 
fioneis for iiujuiring into the Ioffes and fervices of the 'Ame-, 
rican loyalills, with the amount and tjie fums repotted, hy 
them to be due to each clafs, tip to the 5th ilay pf Apii4 
1788, (hall receive the full amount of fuch lolTes, as far^s > 
the fame do not exceed the fum of ten tfroufaiiil pounds, and 
fhall alfo receive, where the amount of fuch lofles lhaJf be 
above ten thoufand pounds in the whole, and not above fifty * 
thouland pounds in the whole, eighty pounds |>er centum, of 
fuch part of the faid Loiles as fliall be above ten thoufand 
pounds; and where fuch loflcs fliall be above two hundred 
thoufand pounds, thirty pounds per centum, of fuch part of 
the faid lofles, a's ftiall be above ten thoufand pounds. 

Rejolvedj 

Tiiat allowances fliould be made to fuch perfons ais have 
fullered during the late unhappy diffentioys in America, hi 
confequence of iheir loyalty to his Majefty, and attachmeac 
to tlie Britilh Govtrnnieiit, whofc Ioffes of income, a rifiiig 
from profelfions or oflices, have been proved to the fatisfiic- 
tlonofthe Commlflioners appointed by feveral a6ts, mad^ iii 
the 23CI, 25111, a6th, and aytli years of his prefcnt Majefty^s 
reign, and who are not already aJequ.ttely provided tor, iii 
the propoition of fifty pound^'^er centum for every one hull-* 
dred pounds of fuch annual inepm^ not exceeding four hun- 
dred pounds, and of forty pounds per centum for every one 
hundred pounds of fuch income above four hundred pounds, 
where the value does not exceed one ^oufand five hundred 
pounds per annum in t!ie whole ; atid where the value does 
exceed one tlioufand five hundred pounds per annurn la 
whole, then in the proportion of thirty pounds per centum, 
for every one hundred pounds exceeding four hundred -pouivds 
per annum. 

Rejol'Ved^ . , ' 

That provifion be made for fatisfyiiig the claims of the fe- 
veral perfons who liave fufiered in theiri properties in con-, 
fequence of the ceflion of Eaft Florida It^he King of Spain, 
amounting to the furn of one hundred aifu thirteen thoufand 
nine hundred and fifty two pounds, fcon teen fliillings and., 
three pence. ^ 

Ordered^ 

That a bill be brought in upon the 
fifth of the faid relolutions ; and that Mr. G liberty" Mr* 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the Marquis of Graham, Mr. 

£d\vard 


fecond, third, and 
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Seward JajBes Eillfot, Sir John Aubrey, the Earl of Morn- 
ngton, Kifi Attorney General, Mr. Solicitor General, and 
Mr# Stfcele, do prepare and bring in the fame. 
i^ifohedj 

That /an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, 
that, he will be gracioufly pleafed to give directions, that 
pertiionsbe allowed to fuch parfons as have fuffered, during 
the late unhappy dillentions in America, in confequence of 
their loyalty ro his Majeily, and attachment to the Hritiih 
Government, whofe lolfes of income, ariilng from profeffions 
or offices, have been* proved to the fatisfadtion of the Com- 
miffioners appointed by feveral a(5ls, made in the 23d, 25th, 
26th, and 27th years of his prelent Majcfty^s reign, and who 
are not iulready adequately provided for, in the proportion of 
fifty pounds per centum for every one hundred pounds of 
fuch annual income, not exceeding four lumJnid pounds, and 
of forty pounds per centum for every one hundred pounds 
of fuch income above four hundred pounds, where the value 
does npt exceed "one thoiifand five hundred pounds per an- 
num in the whole; and where the value does exceed one 
thoufand five hundred pounds per annum in the whole, then 
in;the proportion of thirty pounds per centum for every one 
hundred pounds exceeding four hundred pounds per annum ; 
and to afliue his Majefiy, that this Houle will makegood 
fuch expences as fliall he incurred on thi^ account. 

Kcfolaedy 

That an humble addrefs be^r*-;feivted to^liis Majcfty that he 
WiM be gracioufly pleafed lO order the fnm of one ihoufmd 
five hundred pounds to be iffued to John VVilmot, bhquire, 
.Colonel Robert Kingflon, John Marfh, Efqiiire, arid Ro- 
bert Mackenzie, Efquire, rerpcclivciy, Commiinoners ap- 
{>ointe4 to enquire into the lofles and I’crvices of all fiicK per- 
fons who have fuffered in thuir rights, pro-perties and pro- 
feffians, during the late* unhapj^y difi&nrions in America, in 
confequence of their loyalty to his Majcfiy, and attachment 
to the hrltilh Government ; and to affuie his Majefly that 
this Houfe will makegood the fame* 

Refolved^ • 

'That an humble addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, that 
be will be gracioully plsaled to ordt^r the fum of three theuf- 
ahd pounds to be VTued to the Commiflloners appointed to 
enquire into thd lolfes of all fuch perfons who have fuffered 
in their properties \n ton feqnence of theceflion of the pro- 
vince of Eaft Flofidl^o the King of Spain; and to affure his 
^ajefiy that this 'Hoi|fe will make good the fame. 

Ordered^ 

Tfiat ihe faid addrelTes be prefented to his Majefty by fuch 

Members 
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Members of this Houfe as are of his Majefty’s moft honour- 
able Privy Council. 


^uefday^ ioth June* 

Mr. Gilhert inovefl, that the report of the Committee ap- Mr.Glttij* 
pointed to examine the returns of the parilh officers 'of the 
dillt icnt parillies throughout the kingdom, be printed* . 

JVlr. Hujfey contended for the neceflity of taking fome llepS Mr.Hulfij 
ii? this matter, and obfervedj that it ffiould not be fufiered to 
reft where it ftood. The end of the aft of laft feffion had 
not been anfvvcred, fmce the returns were far from being per- 
fed, and as it would, if the Houfe proceeded no farther, be 
concluded, that the returns formed a corred regifter, it was 
highly requilJte for the Houfe to adopt feme meafure in order 
to ihew their fenfe of the incompletenefs of the report. 

Mr. Orde complained that he and five other gentlemen Mr.Ordsw 
ftood charged in the report with a grofs mifapplication of a 
charity amounting to 1500I. a year. The fad was, that a 
gentleman, formerly of Barnard’s Inn, oftentatious of his 
beneficence, left 700I. a year in truft to him,* and five other 
truftees, for charitable purpofes, and that all their ads had 
been fandioned WMih the approbation of the Court of Chan- 
cery formally exprefled, Mr. Orde contended, that fo vio- * 
lent a mifreprefentation ought not to go forth to the world ' 
under the authority of the Ploufe. 

^\v jofeph Mawhey complimeiAisd^r. Gilbert oh the pains 
he had taken, and the time he had (pent on the fubjed, and 
declared he would give him every fupport and affiftance ill 
his power. 

Mr. Oilbert remarked, that in coDfe(juence of the ad of Mr. 
the preceding^ feffion, an account had been rendered of do*^^** 
nations bequeathed ;ind inftituted under the wills of dififerent* 
perfons, to the amount of 26 o,ocxd 1. a year. There was^ ml 
doubt that many of the donations of a liinijar defeription wens 
mifapplied. He meant, therefore, to move early, in the 
next feffion, for fomc meatures to be taken upon the grpund 
of the report. ^ ^ 

The Speaker having explained to Mr. Qrde, that, the re^ 
port dealt only in generals, and containeil no ^cificatxoa 
whatever^ the fame was ordered to be printed. 

The Houfe adjourned. ^ ' 

fVednefday^ I ith Jury* 

Mr. ElphinflonCj after fliortly Rating his complaint 6f 
ing prevented from entering the paflage leading to the Hi^fe ^ 

of Lords, by two men placed on the outfide pF thedw* 
and by Mr. Baker,, the doorkeeper, wlio, On being aflpl 
voL. XXIV. . L : 
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by what authority they refufed admittance, had anfweied 
that It was by order ot Sir Peter Burrell, wlio hid given 
them ftriCt dire<5tioris to fufFer no perlon wh*icwei to pafs 
during the proceffion of the Peers to the Hull, moved that 
the complaint which he had made, upon the preceding day, 
might be tcad. 

The Clerk havirg read the complaint of Mr. Elph nftone, 
and others, JNlembers pieventcd fioin entering during the 
procpflion, 

The Speaker aflxed Sir Peter BunelK whether the clo'^r- 
keeptr, m retufing admittance to the Mcmheis> had done lo 
in conlequencc ot any orders given by him ^ 

Sir Peter aiilweicd, tint the tlooi keeper hid done 

no more than comply with the mlhuction'- which he had 
given him, in conleqi uicc ot ihcOidtrs of the ITouie (if 
Lords, to keep tlie pailages nd avenues t; thfc Cont clear, 
duiing the proceflion ot thi Peers. 

Loid/:?r/^rrt7v obkived^ that, in fadt, when the proceffion 
commenced, the \*tmhcis of that Hoiih ouglit lobe in tluir 
place m the Couit in Wtflm nftcr Hall, with thur bpeakwi, 
It was tbeiefoie a nei^lccl ot del} in tiy Member t:> be 
paffing between the lloute and tiie Couit when the pto- 
ceflion was in its wav ihithti, 

• Mr klfJinftone tonhdertd the prcienting a Memlier of 
that Houle tiom hating, at all times, dunng its Int ng, fiee 
admittance, a hieaih ot then light and p’-isilf-gts He 
meant no rcfledlion lionoutahle B irom t (Mr Peter 

Bunellj tor whom he nid iht higheft lefpcfl, h^ the com- 
plaint which he hid made; but, undetlUnd'n » tint the order 
originated with th( Lruls, he conctised it h - duty to nuke 
a complaint upon the leall mtiaJion of the lights of the 
Commons* 

. Loid Nmhazen contended, that nenher th" CiuMt Cham- 
berlain, nor an j ochei officei adting under theoidusof the 
Houle ol Lords, fiiould be permitted to dn edt any of their 
ddoiketpei s* 

Sir yofeph Manjjbey miintained thit no perfon on eaith 
ought to preve|n the Members fioin liaving free ingrtfsand 
egrefs of their oYm hoi It U theniire, it was inconve- 
nient to the LoiWs loi them to pals through the onhnary 
pafliges during thAprogiels of the proceffion of Pccis, other 
entrances and ways qf getting into the Houfe ought to be 
opened for the couvenience of the Members. Sir Jolepli 
added, that he faw no foit of neceffirv for fucb a ng d ftudl- 
oefs as had been adojXed. He had himfelf lep* atedly come 
too late to join the Houfe, before it proceeded to the Hall, 
at^ had not experienced any difficulty in getting into the 
hy watching for a fit opportunity to fhove in among 
" * the 
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the Lords, and get to this place. There were intemb %tlie 
procelTion of the Peer a, that might eafily be taken ad vaiitagi’ 
of, without the fmalleft inconveniei\ce to the Lords, or to 
any pcrfon whatever. He could not, . therefore, but have 
wiflied, that no caufe. of complaint had been given, or that 
it had not been noticed to the Houfe; yet, as it had been 
ftatecl, it was impofllble, he tliought, for the Houfe to pafs 
it over without fome fort of animadverfion, which he hoped, 
would be as flight as poflible, and the leaft ofFenfiveto the 
Deputy Great Chamberlain, who, certainly, had merited 
the approbation of all, for his attention to his duty during 
the whole time of tlie Court's fitting. 

Lord Belgrave declared that fo fSTr from intending to Lord Bel- ‘ 
move any thing hard upon the fubjeft, he fliiould move to 
put off the farther confideralion of the complaint for three 
months, 

Mr. F. Montague remarked that thofe gentlemen who Mr.F.Moa^ 
were fo anxious to preferve the privileges of the Houfe, 
were undoubtedly entitled to their thanks. It became every 
Member to be jealous on fuch a fuhjeft ; but after wliat he 
had heard, and after having witnelled the ajftlvc v^eal and 
attention of the Deputy Great Chamberlain, he couW not 
forbear feconding the motion of the noble Lord, whofeconx* 
that day had given him great fatisfa ‘'ion, and whomi 
he hoped, he iliould liave the pleafure to hear often. 

^JamayohnJionc did not lee why the tiial could not^irjtww 
proceed as it had done hitherto, without new rules and re* 
gulations. The Speaker had whenfoever the Court, 
fat, from that Houfe with at leaft fmty Membtrs to Weft* 
minfter Hall, and thus performed their part of the duty, 
and tlien the Lord Chancellor, attended by his guards, the 
heralds, had followed with the Lords, and performed their 
part. No obftrudlion had been before complained of, and 
he hoped no caule for farther complaint would arife. 

Lord Netuhaven ohferved that he thought the doorkeepers Lord 
ought to be informed that they were to obey no orders .* 

fuch as were delivered to them by the Speaker. 

The Speaker anfwered that the Serje*ant at ArtnsL uvas the Th« < 
proper officer to coinmujiicate tlie wiflies of the Houfe to 
the doorkeepers. 

Mr. declared that he fhould have^no objeflibn toMr.Vyiwr# 
the motion of adjourning the farther confideration of the 
complaint for three months, if he wjs not afraid that it 
would fland upon the joinnalv that the Membeis had been 
obftrufled in paffing to the-r own houL», in confequence of 
an order of the Houfe of Lords. T o prevent Members 
from coming to the houfe at any part of the day, to ex* 
amine papers, ojr to go to any Committee tlut might 

hi : 
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iB^l^pofed to bs fittiogy was, undoubtedly, a breach of the 
pnvil^es of the Houfe, and ought not, on any account, to 
he pau^ overt when it was cxprel&ly ilated to ha\c been 
committed, in confequence of an older of tlic Houle of 
Lordb, If the Loids could pi event the Membeis from go- 
ing to then own houfe, iht y could fliut the door up alto- 
gether. Thinking, therefore, lint the caufe of complaint 
was more fciious than it might appiai to c thti gentlemen, 
he muft not only oppole the motion, but take the Icnfe of 
the Houle upon it. 

The ftrangers were defned to w thdraw; and after 
, Mr. Burkt oMeived that c\ery piadbcil dtgiceot civility 
and accommodation was due fiom that Hoult to the Houle 
of Loids, (who were the undoubted piincipils a 'd pufultnls 
Cfcf the Couit in Wcllminflcr Hall) the lloulc duidui, \)t^ 
41 ; noes i|. 

• Lord hltu^ha^in^ foon as the Houle was refumed, de- 
filed to know who was thepiopci oHkci to commun.Cate the 
orders cf the Houle to tlie doo k ti (i s ? 

'I he laid, the Sti]{ it it 

J^ord Ke^u read a motion, tie pmpOit of which 

was toordti the Seijennt at Am s to infoir'i dfOikeqxrs 
tint they obey no otdtiswlnt \vi but luth as ft.ould he dr- 
Iiveiedto th rn by him in Pwiio 1. 

"1 he f bk rvii g tlif Iloi^cieiv ihin, reminckdkis 

Lordfliip, that he might with jiutei piopiuty mak^ his mo- 
tion upon the nor ow. 

Loid sMvInMii 

^Ir. Tdhot ihm inovuh to adjourn. 

''riic »bpc ikei put the qucltion, but had not taken the fenfc 
of the lloi <c upon t, whtn 

loie, and laid, he did not undeifl-and defer- 
nng a motion to another day, wluch might as well bedifpoled 
of then. 

The remarked, that the qucftion of adjournment 

was before th^ Houle, and that it mu A be dilpofed of before 
any other qtuAion could lie agitated. 

Sir Ji^/fph Mai^Uy aflved who lud moved thequeAion of 
adjournment ? 

The Speaker faid, he believed Mr. Elliot; but it certainly 
had been moved, lie Aiould not buve put the <ju**Aion up- 
on it* 

Sir Jofetth Mawbey contended, that as no perfon flood up 
to avow the moving of the queftion of adjournment, [Mr* 
Elhot had accident J?ly left the Houfe] he had a right to lay 
no fuch queftion was^c^fore the Houle; and tlieiefoie the 
hououiable gentleman was entitled to have bis motion dif- 


The 
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Th® Speaker anfwered, that there Being a queftion befiere 
the Houle, was no bar to the difcuffion of any other queftion. 

The Houfe had only to negative the queftion of adjourn- 
ment, and fo let in the honourable gentleman’s motion. 

Mr. Bouveric complained that there appeared to he a fort Mr* Bou* 
of catch in the bufinefs, which was extremely unplealant to 
his feelings. A nol)Ie Lord had propoftJ to make a motion, 
which he highly approved, A fliort con ver fat ion had taken 
place upon it, and all on a fuclden the noble Lord had agreed 
to i>ottpone it till the next day. If any good reafon could he 
aftigned for pollponing it till the next day, Mr. Ijoiivciie 
laid, he fltould he glad to hear it, but he had not heard any 
fuch reafon yet. 

Sir P<W' Bmrell ohfervecl tJiat, as an iiuliviclSal, lie had 
no wifti to pievent the difcuffion of the motion coming on 
then, hut as a Member of Parliament he could not but ex- 
prefs a defire, that fo important a rnotiori OTight be brought 
on in a fuller l-Joufe, and when there were gentlemen prrfent, 
who, he was fuiv, would wifli to ftate their fentiments upon 
it. He declared that, armed with all tlic authority of that 
Heufe, and with the powers d(‘diicihle fiom the orders of the 
Houfe of 1.01 ds,, no man covdil tell the diflJculty of daily 
condinSling three thouiand people out of Weftminfler Hail, 
without diford cr and confufton, who had not ftoocl more than 
once or twice in fiich a fituation ; a firuarion, hi which, li» 
did afllire tlie Houfe, he did not dclire to Jland often He 
begged the honourable genth^man, themfoic, to have fo much 
con ti deuce in him, as to hzlic when he faid he had 

good reafons for intreating him to^Voftpone his motion till 
the next day. I'he Court would not fit in Weftminfter 
Hall till I 'riday, and no bad confequence whatever could ref- 
fult from poftponing the motion for a fmgle day. On the 
other hand, if it were poftponecl, fome ftep, in all probability, 
would be taken, that would render the motion altogether un^ 
nechffary. He begged it, therefore, as a'perfonal favour to 
himfelf, that the honourable gentleman would have the good- 
nefs to poftpone his jnotion. 

Mr. Bouveric faid, he felj; no reafon toexpefl a foHer houfe Mr. Boa 
the next day. The honourable Baronet well ^ knew 
good opinion he entertained of him, but the honourable Baro« 
net could not expedt him to give up the privileges of that 
Houfe, out of compliment to him or to any man whatever. 

He re-ftated what pafled, and concluded with Hating, that 
^ there would another day intervene before the Court fat 
again, he had no olTjcdtion to comply .with the lionour^bla 
Baronet’s requifttion. 

Sir Ifilliam Lhlbm remarked, that it was heceflary for him sir 
to infprnj his friends who bad done him thehonoilir to attftiifd JDoibciu 

- . . . 
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from day to dny, m expeftation of the Have bill being pro- 
ceeded upon, that he gave his confent to the queflion of ad- 
journment, merely becaufe he underflood, that although the 
gentleman who had been fent down to I iveipool to aiceitain 
the admeafurement of the African vellels, had not retuined, 
important information upon tlie fuhjefl had been received m 
town, and feme meaiurc, dccilivc in its nitu^'e, with rcgird 
to the bill, would he taken upon the pielent day. On no 
other account would he agiee to the motion. 

Mr. Ga/coyne informed the Houfe, that adj turning the pro- 
ceeding farther on the bill, was a meal u re t iken without the 
concurrence of either his nobb colleague or himlclf, 

1 he Houfe adjourned. 

TlMtflay^ I2lh June* 

Xirrrrer Sir -Pttcr Bmiell iifing, in conlequence of an intended 

Barren. motion, lelative to the trial of Ciovernor Hillings, df rl 11 ed 

that he could mofl: finr< rely affi re the Houfe, th it no Mem- 
ber felt a more anxious defire to [ rt ier vf the pii\ of the 
Houfe tliap himlelf ; nor wouhl any mm wlntt\fr gofir- 
thcr to prevent then being infin ;td, it ihi t ^me tiuv, he 
muft be allowed to fay, thit hiving the hoinurtj oM an 
office under the Houfe of J^onlv, lie »li(>iight it hi> mlifpen- 
fable duty to execute the oiders of that Houft, iccmdmg to 
the bfcflof his jtidgeincnt, a»id m iht mofl efleftuil manner. 
It was not for him, in his (fficial capacity, to pionounce 
upon the meaning of the oiders given him by the Houfe of 
Lords, or to fay, whether fair conftrudlion they did, in 
any degree, amount to atl infraftionol the privileges of that 
Houfe. The Houle, when thev law the oidei, would he 
able to judge for themfelves, andhiscondu61 in difcli irte of 
his duty, proved that it would beai the cc nftiufljon w hich 
he had conceived it to convey. Whether tint was the true 
ccnftru£lion, or whethei he hid ciicd m his judgement, he 
knew not; but, as great bodies Ind often eired in |udgement, 
Jt would not Le wonderful if ind vidiial Ihould haveened 
jn judgement likewife. He wiflied, however, befoie any 
motion was made, that miglit lead to confequences. which 
every gentleman muft feel an anxiety to avoid, that tbofe 
who had propofed to bi ing forwaid a motion upon that da) , 
would have the goodnefs to wait till the Court /hould have 
jhtten one more day, and be guided by the event of that other 
day. If they then foxmd that Members were obftrudled in 
their way to the HouTe^ the motion could be brought for- 
ward ; but if no inconvenience took place, he hoped it would 
be agreed that the motion muft prove needlefs. 

IMiPvBofi* Mr^ Bouverte declared, that he abfolutely thought, with 
hoQourable friend, that it would be veiy unwife to make 

any 
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any motion that fhould produce a difagreement between: 
twoHoufes. No man, htpiotefted, was moie anxious than 
himielf to preferve the haimony that fo happily lublifted be- 
tween the two Houfes ; but it did appear, from the com- 
phint that had been made, that the Members of that Houfe 
had been obftruded in their way to their own Houle, mcon- 
iequence of orders given to their dooikeipeis by an officer 
ot the Houfe of Lords, in .1 way that, in his mind, would 
hue fuftified ptrlonal violence; and had thac followed, they 
muft ill acknowledge, that a dillerence between the two 
H( ufis moft probably would ha\e 3 cn the conlequence 
What ht wifludwas, to pi event the poffib lity of (uch an 
impropriety’s h ippeningagiin; and in order to avoid ofFenre, 
he had worded his motion, lo as to make it co operite with 
oiders of the Houi^ of Loids, and produce the ^ame ef- 
fe£f. Mr. Bouveiie then read his motion, which was a$ 
follows ; 

1 hat no Member of this Houle do remain in, or crofs, 

01 pils thioiigh any part of the piflige leading f 10m the 
do»^i ot the lc»bby of tliu houlc to th gi{lcry m Wcltmiii- 
ftci-lnll, 01 fioin ih ttmp)ritv d or at the top of the 
(lone 11 ur t tfe to the Ind gilkiy, d lung the time that 
theCouit aie in ugulii pioccflion to uiJ irom the laid 
Hall, and that the St ijt int it Anns attending this Houle, 
do keep clear the j)afli;^eof McmLn is it luch times.” [The 
motion alfo^ is on^ luiiv 1 id toniainul i feriience, pur- 
polling, riiit thcdooik fpeu do ojininunicaie the oidtis 
ot the Houle to t’n n h j 

Mr. llullc y Iccondcd the m ti a la upon its being rcid 
from the C’hair, 

Mr. ChmicelHi T’/// oblcnc 1 , thit h* hy no mciiis lofc Mi. CUihi 
to oppole the nrotion, wine i Ii n no other way ob- 

]e 6 fnnable, bui as to the woulmg th*- htui part of it, 
which direfted the doork^^vpfrs to ipm/e ihfc \Itmbers of 
theoidei, m oulei to t their oSuli ne J hat, he con- 
ceived ro be rather a diloiderly mode 1 1 c )mmiin c itmg the 
01 dels of the Houff, and inch as was unn**cenary, 

lince all the Members wcie boun I to ipp»'i/e th^mlelvts of 
the oiders of th*ii own Houfe. Bat whir he ro<e principally 
for, w s, to d^cli his opinim, that fo fir fiom «he ob- 
ftiuilion complained of upon chepicceding day, hting fuch 
as would hive piftified ptrfonal violence,* liu liw no reafon- 
able colour of complaint at all This Houfe had cariicd up 
arti les of impeachment to the Houfe of I oals, as a court of 
juftice. The Loids were judges, and co dequenrly had a 
power over their own court, in like manner as every otlier* 
defciiption ofjud es had a power over every other coUiT of 
jullice. 1 he/ Lad an undoubted tight Co give fuch direAiOiu 
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refpefiing every pair of the tnal, asfliould, in their opiniorl^ 
be molt likely to pioduce regularity, older, and lolomm»’y. 
To qut Jlioii or to icfift the exeicile of Inch right, vtas to 
qutftion the authoiity of the bight ft Couit of Jufticc known 
to the coiillituiion, and wh it ht perfu ided no g ntleni m 

■who thought It all upon the fihjeft, \^ould eitbu Utempt 
or couoien me 1 ut, cxrlulive of tliefe liK'ci confukia* 
tibns, il hid I Lcn urged the preceding diy, *n d hiic, \t»y 
proprilv, in In'* r nl, ♦^hit tla Members, io far fiom oh- 
ilruft ng the pi 1 1 j the Couit, dunng the pioccffion of 

tbeLoids, ougla 10 hf in inothti plic with the ^peilcr* 
That irgumeiu n ii Ajm nt to pi )ve, (hattludt iVle ubers 
who weie in tl vllou^ iltiingit>e progrels ot tiu pioc^flion, 
Wert u licit tluy out ht ii<^ t to ]n\r hten. I ndri du^* eon- 
iidoralion ot tint iiunlw 1 ibic ugu'^ient, iid a ddb 
inveft gition of dl ih f cun iiinct s of ihectK, v\ i** per- 
ffcdly latijb I tluu w no »^round in ruiiin, e’** 1 to ae 
cule th( Lords of insinginih tb ci ki, under v biv.b tie 
Deputy (neat C h » i 1 c i j i 1 bid il c 1 , with m v s to 1 
fringe the pnvik^f li ih i 1 oil i oi, ndffd ir\ ti m'ui 
ftance vvlueh, up:>n i fti t nliuKimn ol the erkr t(t r, 
wainnted it to b roni tica is ai intringciijcnt of thtii 
privileges. At the hnc t e, I c \i td, he 1 iw i ^ objec- 
tion to the motion, tnoud d n wis Io ilM<d in the ssoid np 
of the httci part of it, a* to leiruvt the ob ftion I ha I 
flated r 

Mi.Boinet f'lnf'wfif i thith h id not the (in 'h Lobj-’v-- 
Ijon to idopt till n cdiaiy iltc 1 ition th it tlv rr hi ^ 0 joi i- 
able gfnthnian hid point d ouf, i’lov» ng th( \ 1 t * le 
julllv objv.1 i-ioi abU, aid wh cli 1 c nad not i l\eit J to with 
iuffieieiit atrentioii 

Sir C r conlidtied the motion is nc^dh fs, not on- 
ly upon account of the icifoning of the tight hono a I le g n- 
tleman, but in confequence of vbit the’ hidthridw bend 
from tht bon It ruble Uie Deputy Cue u C mbctlu 1 biraltlf. 
Sir (^rey '•emindcd the Houk,^tliai lu idin » tht Couit in 
Wtftminfter Hall originated in a icqiin.ion of ibe r ow i ; 
they were bound, theiefore, to mike it as accommoilinle .iS 
poFible to the Houie of Loids At full, th L( rd^ hid tx- 
preffed tn inclination to htai the ciide in tlicii own Houle; 
the Commons h id dt fired to base it heaid in Wcftminfter 
Hall, and the J^orcts cornphtd. Nothing ould fu rely he 
more mil and accommodituig on the part of the T-^ords, md 
that Houie, he was fiet fuaded, would not ddignrdly be out- 
done m pohtenels, Hith'»rto, during the exiftcncc of the 
great cuife, peifeft harmony had lubLftcd between the two 
lloufes; that hainony every friend to the conftitution mull 
wiih to continue; aUhough, thereiore, it was hud ibie, moft 
''' ( ^ undoubtedly, 



nmloflbtedly, 




and jealous, as it were, of ai^y^ point wfateh , looked^ 
infringement of their privileges* yet he really £iw, oit tto 
prcfent occafion, no prelTing call ror any fuch motion as tMt 
]>ropofed. The two privileges that the Members v^ifljed to 
claim, Sir Grey faid, appeared to him to be the "privilege csf 
coming, when it was too late to go down to the Hall with 
the Speaker, and the privilege of interrupting the procei&on 
of the Houfe of Lords into tl)eir own Court. With regard 
to the honourable gentleman who held a high office under th^ 
Lords, bis lltuation was in many refpeiSts very invidious, 
he had found, he had not the finalleft doubt, many difficuL 
ties ro encounter in the execution of it, that bad weighed 
deeply upon his mind, and had ITaufed him much anxiety 
and unealinefs at times, witli the communication of which 
lie had not thought it neceffary to trouble his friends. It was 


certainly no eafy matter to conduit above three thoufatid 
people every day into Weftminfler Hall, to arrange tbw 
while there, and to Conduit them out of the Hall again with 
as little confufton as poUible. The honourable Baronet had, i 
with great a<?tivity and exertion, done his duty in thefe re- 
fpe£ls fuccefsl'ully, and ought to receive the counteniince 
and lupport of that Houfe. Upon that ‘account alone. Sir 


Grey laid, helbould, for one, will) that tlfe motion lyerenot 
preffed. in fail, the only end of it would be, a declarationi 
on thoir part, to do the very fame thing thernfelves^ and by . 
their own authoiity, which the Houfe of Lords h td exeeuted 
already. If fuch a proceeding were neceflary at all, coa^ 
ceived it could only have l)eeii h^r^llary in tiie outfet of tbo 
bufinefs, and that it not only was 'out of time now, but that 
it could not be adopted in that llage of the trial, with^fut 


conveying fometliing like a ftiade of difrefpedi: to the Hovtib , 
of Lords, 


Mr. declared that he perfeftly coincided with the 
right honourable gentleman, Mr. Pitt, in every part of hi®^ 
argument. The prefent motion was neither neceflary fioif 
noxious. Unneceflary, becaufe, undoubtedly that Hoofis,* 
in the conduct of fuch a trial. Handing as the accufers, were 
bound to comply with •the forms and orders of the Court, 
who fat to try the caufe, and in his opinion, Mr# Burke 
faid, the Houfe of Lords had hitherto afforded every reafon 
for that Houfe to make every poffible return of civility and 
accommodation. 1 he motion was, however, perfelSlly in- 
nocent, fince it only tended to co-pperate yvith the Lords^ 
by adopting their own form of proceeding, and tbue. en- 
forcing the that they hadohvioufly wifhed to produce 
by their orders. The two Houfes had met each other cor*- 
dially, though not,, he faid, perhaps, with equal fire®# 
Voii#X31HV« lyif# 
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M^Badui paiild'^SH^blihr Bismll complimeiits Qti> what he 
cMtiy his extraordhiary and fnccefsfal exertions, his ex-* 
treme patiencisb Md his unparallelled politenefs during the 
trial, which were among the good things that had arifen 
out of it« He concluded with expreffing his fatisfa£lion on 
finding that a matter, which on its firft appearance looked 
rather cloudy, and as if portending a cunning llorm, bad 
paOTed over without mifchtef, and ended in a return of fun* 
Ihine. 

The motion was^ then amended, agreeable to the Chan* 
cellor of the Exchequer's recommendation, and agreed to. 
tChir’fs Sir Charles Afiddleton brought up A copy of a return, 
** made to the Comptroller of the Navy, of the dimenfions 
** of certain ihips in the port of Liverpool, employed in the 
African flave trade.** 

The fame was read and ordered to be printed. 

Tlie paper was alfo referred to the Committee on the 
Have regulating bill. 

The order of the day for going into the Committee on 
this bill, having been moved and read, ^ 

i^Uiam Mr* iViUiam Dolben obferved that the honourable Mem- 


bers who oppofed the bill, had the preceding day complained 
of the queftion of adjournment being agrqed to, and con- 
tended that it was not with their confent. It was the fiift 
timey Sir William faid, that he had ever given them an op- 
portunity of making fuch a complaint, and he certainly 
would not furnifh them with a fimilar occafion. He had 
the preceding day flated his reafons for agreeing to the 
cueftton of adjournment; yrt!*Thefe were, tliat he had under- 
stood that fome important information had been received, on 
the? fubjeft from Liverpool, which would that day be 
fijpted. The Cbmptroller of the Navy had juft brought up 
a paper, ftating the admeafurement of the dimenfions of the 
African flavc-tradc iliips at Liverpool. That paper was, he 
conceived, important, and therefore, he hoped, the wit- 
neiles whom the oppofers of the bill meant to call, would 
adduce evidence to that point, which was the moft material 
objeft of the bill. Sir William declared, he would lofe no 
time in endeavouring to get the bill palled that feffion, let 
the oppofers of the bill call as many witnelles as they 
pkafed; but, as they had already counted the Houfe out 
Ofic^ te hoped, if their obje£l was delay, the Houfe would 
not fofier it. They certainly had it in their power, by mul- 
tipjking evidence, to paotrafl the bill fo as to render it im- 
pomble to pafs during the prefent fefilon. 

Mr. Gofeeyne anfwered that, although he was convinced 
the honourable Baronet had not intended it, the account be 
bad given of what had pjUTed the jprec^ing day was a 
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fore complained of dela7» and; yet the precodyiii|r 4A7 te 
had confented to the adjournment of the Houfi^ and of the 
Older for going into the Committee on the bill* Hehad, 
thereupon, rifen, not to fay he difapproved of the adjourn* 
ment, but to inform the Houfe that he had not defired it. 

The fadt viras, he really had not known that it was meant 
to have been poftponed before he heard it adjourned in the 
Houfe, On the contrarv, he had expeded that it was to 
come on, and was prepan d with counfel and witneiles to be 
heard at the bar. It could not therefore be laid, that either 
his noble colleague or himfelf confented Jo an adjournment, 
of which they had not been previoufly apprized. They 
Were ready to proceed, but let the Houfe confider the llate 
in which they flood. Inconveniences which were declared 
to exift, were mide the ground ot the bill, but thofe incon- 
veniences had not been flated in evidence, or proved at all 
in that Houfe, A loofe flatement ot them only had tieen 
given by the honourable Baronet in his place, which could 
not be called any fjiecification whatever. They therefore 
had been reduced to the necelfity of combating a fliadow, 
as his noble colleague had flated it, and of proving gene- 
rally that the inconveniences talk|d of elfewheie, did not 
exift. With regard lo their having been counted out, the 
fact was that the attendance had one day^been fo v§ry finall, 
that as his noble colleague had well laid, it was truly ridi- 
culous lo proceed m fo thin a Houfe, on a bill of fuch 
confiderable and ferious impoitance. Mr. Gafeoyne paid 
fome compliments to the geiiJemen ftnt to Liverpool to 
meafure the dimf nfions of the veflels employed in the Afri- 
can fcrvice, and added that wliether they were to go on then 
with the examination, 01 to adjourn it till the next <^y, 
lay entirely witli the Houfe. All he could fay was, tnat 
he was prepared to proceed if the Houfe thouglit pioper. 

Sir tVilliam Dolhen leplied that he would remove the ho* Su 
nourable gentleman’s difficulty immediately, if the Houfe ^^Iben. 
fhould approae it, and, inftcad of the fliadow, furnilb him 
with a fubftance to combat. Let the honourable gentleman 
confent to it, and he would call evidence to the bar to prove 
the fafts that he had flated, and then let fhe honourable 
gentleman combat fuch an allegation. Sir William faid, lie 
had not above one or two witnefles to call ; and they would, 
ht trufted, be able amply to fubftantiate all that he had 
afferted • ^ 

Mu Chancellor Pi//cxpreffed his doubts as to the pofli- 
bility of complying with the honourable Baronet^s propo-“ 
fit ion. The Houfe bad, m confequence of a petition againft 
the bill, gi anted the petitioners^ prayer of being hcaid by 
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djnriir e<mnfel> Mil cafled connfel aild witnelTes to the 
t)ar« Ha'ving dw# fb, he did not think they had any right 
to hear other evidence before the petitioners had rlofeJ their 
cafe. The hill, Mr* Pitt faid, had a tingle objt(9:> which 
had been^ in hie opinion, departed from more than was ne- 
cefiary in the eviden^-e already adduced by the pei'icioners. 
He hoped, therefore, in the tuuiie juogiefs of the bufinefs 
both on the part of the petitioners, and on the pait of the 
honouiahlc Baionet, (if he meant to call any witnefles,) 
tliat the Ible ohjeft of the bill would be tlie pn,nl to which 
the witneffes would be examined, without difeufling the 
nature of any general inconvenioncr s th t might be fuppoled 
to ex ill on bond the fliips employed in the Afiican liadc. 
Such genet a! inconveniences v\tre loially inelevant to t!ie 
fuhjefl, all that was to be ptovtd being, iliat the piopoled 
go»ru!niog tlte number of ilivi s to becattud by thi ton- 
nage, and the admealuicinent of the dim nhoin of the 
fljips, wiB impia^hcablx 

Lord contended tint the oppofus of titc hill, fo 

far from having depaired bevoml the line ct the bill in the 
evidence hitherto adduced, liad luggelLd le^thing more thin 
what was abfolu^^cly riecellary in e\ nit net. Complaints 
had been flared, that tJieflavts wfte nnpiopcily ticated m 
their paffige ft >m jj\fnca to the eft Indi s. If theieforc 
the witndfes could ]no\e thtit they wore projtcrly treated, 
in his mind, Inch avidence was inateiial. Much had been 
advanced that went to abolition lathcr than reguLtion, 
which they had been oblnj-^d to combat. 

Mr. Chancellor Put aiify^eicd that theie wis not the dif- 
ference between them tint the n^ble Loid imigined. Cei- 
tainly, the penuontrs had a light to flare all that was mi- 
te^liah in oppofition to the bill. All that he contended f>r 
w'as, that then counlel and witnelles ought to be hcaid only 
agamft the Angle ohic6t of the bill, and not againft any 
genenll matters of ill treatment of the (laves bv the tapfains 
of the fliips or by other pel foils. Thus, w^hat they bad to 
prove, niuft gb to the efrev^>, and not the cade, ^'he 
bunging proof tint tlic flaves do not die by ruinbers on their 
voyage, would not he material evidence; but the bunging pi oof 
that they were wll fed, w'ell cloathed, or wrll ticited, 
tvould* The qiudhon was, were they lo flowed on lioaid 
as to be in a fituation that they ought to be fufFeied to ic- 
mnin in ? « 

Penrh\n laid, that they C'^uld prove that the flaves 
did not die rapidly on the vovage to the Weft Indic^. 

Mr. jffrriWu f fpoke in juftificatipn of the fleps taken by 
the petitioners which the aflertions of the honourable Baio- 
l^ct who brought m the bill, and of the honcurable Baronet 

who 



who fat near hint, ha 3 , he declai^j maile it 

iieceffary for them to take. - ^ . 

Sir Charles Middleton renlarked that he had not been ’Sh QwtJi 
very minutely to examine the return pf the dimehfione of 
the African mips, that he had that day laid upon the table; ' 
but he had looked to one article contained in it, and he faw 
from it, that a fliip ftated of the burden of 240 toon, 
which was the moft applicable to the dimenfions 6f thefliipi^ 
that had been ftated in evidence, had carried from thecoaft , 
of Guinea 250 flaves, which upon a comparaifon would not 
allow ten inches for each individual; and that the crew, 
confifting of 44 feamen, were obliged to lliift to a pan of 
the vt'flel by no means proper ^ them to ftay in. Itwaa 
to be recollefted, that they and the flaves were fo flowed 
in a climate where the thermometer was fcarcely ever below 
80, and gener.illy 90. From his knowledge, therefore, of 
/hipping, he fcrupled not to aflert, that under that circum- 
flance of the climate, it was impoffible to cram fuch a nuiti^ 
ber of men together in a Ihip of fuch a hze without being 
guilty of murder. It was not only deftru6Uon to the flaves 
hut deftru(Slion to the Britifh feamen. He could* alfo in- 
form the Houfe, that the lofs by mortality in that voyage, 
in the velTel i# queftion, amounted to eight per cent. upon, 
the flaves in the /hort fpace of fix weeks He believed the 
honoiira’le Baronet had an idea at lirft of giving one ton to 
every man, which was but one half the fpace allowed to the 
convifts, it being conflantly the cuftoin to allow two tons 
to each convifl: in all the fliips deflined for that fervice, On 
account of their health and accommodation. Now, he un* 
derflood that the honourable Baronet meant to allow aftet ^ / 


the rate of four men for every three tons, which, though 
was by no means fufficient, was ftill fomething better in 
point of accommodation, than the prefent mode of cram- 
ming the poor wretches together. 

Martin obferved, that upon the preceding day, th« Mr- Mar* 
honouralde Baronet had mentioned the klndnefs of his friends ' 
in attending the bill, as if their attendance were folely tm- 
imputable to perfonal refpsifl to the honourable Baronet* 

Now, although he thought the honourable Baronet entitled 
to very great refpefl, and felt much refpeft for himfelf, be 
begged leave to fay, his attendance upon the bill had arifen 
from very different motives. He held it to l>e his duty to Jo 
every thing in his power to forward tbs pafling of the bill, 
that fctlion. The bill was brought in, profeffcdly, in order 
tb fave tlie lives of human creatures, and it was faid, per- 
haps, it might fave the lives of twenty individuals ill tlie 
courfe of the fummer. He protefted, if by any :perfevetance 
of bis, any exertion of patience or attention,; he was able to 
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fate life of <>nl]r a fingte individual, he ihould hold it hii 
indifpenfable duty to do fo« He was really afhamed of the 
manner m which fome gentlemen treated the fubje 6 l; it was 
devoid df all humanity and feeling. Some had laid, what 
figntlied what the (laves fulTcred, if they arrived lafe ? Such 
fentiinents were a teproach to human nature, and whit he 
ihould be afhamed to avow lefpedtmg his hogs and hounds, 
or the memeft animals that belonged to him. 

Hr. Wilh- Mr. ff illiam Snv^h faid, that from the flatement contained 
m jjj pai>er in his hand, which was the return ot the di* 
menfions of tlii African Have (hips, he wa<- perfuaded he 
ihould be enabled to coniradifl evet y material fafl that had 
Jyeen aflerted in evidence ^thc bar He would not (he ob- 
ferved)go into that contiadidion then; but one ortwocir- 
ctunilances he take nonce of. Thewitnefs hul ftated 
that thedimenfi )ns between decks vveie fromfi\c feet to five 
feet eight Iiigli; viheicas it appealed fiom the return, that the 
lieighth between decks of one fliip was onlv tout feet foui. 
—Now, let gf nthnien lecolhc^f, that 111 that (m ill height!), 
the fpace was dnided by a platloi '*1, and that one (live lay 
upon It, and another under it, and let them iflv thtmlelves 
whether human cr^ature^ could be lupjiofed to cxift in luch 
t condition, with any profpc<fl of pi h rvingj^their Juilths^ 
Mr. Smith took notice alio of the ftitemeut of the number 
of women that weie put into the women’s room on board of 
the ilnpSi and (hewed, that it did not amount to above 
twofe^'t and a ha^f tor each woman 

Mu bmith was intemipted by the Spuikei, who re- 
minded him, that the quJlion merely was, that he do 
leave the (hair;” and, conlequently, that general reafoiiiiig 
cm the nmn obje 6 l of the bill could not be proper on luch 
a qucftion. 

K^r. Smith anfwered, that he h id only a fr w words more 
to fay, but as it w^s impiopet then to dcliva them, he would 
refervethem foi tlie fit opportunity. 

Mr. Gtf- Mr. Ga/ctiyne •iduied the Houft» that the honourable gen- 
tleman was arguing from a pipci wh cli lie InJ not fecn, and 
to thecon^^ts of which he was# m utu r firingtr. 1 he pa- 
per hid been ordered be pii ited, and then tiieie would be 
opportunity of accuiatfly eximning its contents, and of 
making them the h Iqtft of fait dii.ulh >n. 

Mr. CInncf llor a’ it admitud tlie itihiniblenefs of his ho-» 
IKiiwr Ktt nom able hie id’s ob\r\ation, .ndfuJ, if the oppolcrs of the 
bill did not mean to dofe then cafe, but intended to cill more 
witne'T^s ai d add ice faither evidence, the mod eligible point 
fob full d was cxpediti, 1; mcl, theicforc, the fooner 
they c.uL‘d their witnefles the btttci, 

The 
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The Speaker put the queftioiiji atid the Houiie lievijri^ re* 
folved itfelf into a Committee, Mr. Whitbread took hi% feat 
at the table, and one witnefs was called in and examined^ 
after which it was moved that the Chairman report pro^refs, 
and alk leave to fit again* 

The Houfe adjourned* 

Ftidayj i^th Jum. 

No material debate occurred* 

Afonda)y 16th yune* 

Mr. Alderman Sawbt^dge rifing, cbfervcd that the long- Mr AlA. 
contiiiued di ought which had taken place, had rendered the 
crops of hay exceedingly fcanty, and by information received 
from dilFeient paits of the country, there was the greateft 
piobalnhty that othei foddci would be proport lonably iQarce* 

He conceived, therefoie, there could be no objeftion to the 
piffing a bill to pievent the exportation of hay fimilarto that 
which palled into a law three years before, and ot which his 
intendal bill would be an cxadl tianfcript* As an additional 
argument in proof of the neceffity and expediency of the 
die, the Alderman faul, that the drought had not been pe- 
cuLai to this ill ind, but tint it had pioduced a limilar effetS: 
on the Continent, and raoie particularly m France and bpaln* 

Mr. Siw bridge concluded with moving, 

1 hat leave be given to bring in a bill to prohibit the ex- 

poitatioii of hay.” 

Mr. Dundas thought the ground of expediency fufficiently Mr. 
obvious to wail ant the piffing of fuch a bill ; and as the bill das* 
wis piofcffedly to he a tnnfciipt of the bill pafled three 
ycirs ago, it would neceflinly contain a claufe, giving his 
Majefty m Council the power of taking off the prohibition, 
whenever the nature of the cafe fliould appear to them to ren- 
del It neceflHry. 

The Speaker read the motion, and was interrupted by 

Sir Jofeph Mawbepy who fiid, that before a bill of the nature Sir 
propoied was permitted to be brought in, he conceived fome 
fubftantial ground ought to*be laid ^ proof of its neceflity* 

When theformer bill had been move^ he recolledled it had 
been ilated, that confiderable quantities of hay were con- 
tra6led for by agents from France, and that there was a great 
probability, that the inhabitants of this ifland would be very 
materially inconvenienced and diftreflfed fn confequcnce of the 
extravagant puce hay vyould rife to, if a fudden Aop was not 
put to the exportation* At prefent, he had not heard of any 
fiinilar ciufe of apprehenfion* He did not approve of brings 
ing forward fo important a bill, in reipeft to its piobable 



th« hni^" iotereft, at that advanced pet^iod of the 
fefllon, when the inajoiity of the knights ot the fliire'? and 
country gentlemen were retired, to the lupcrmtendance of 
their private air 4 ir 8 « 

iffr AU Mr, Alderman Sajjhid^i faid, he could not hear with- 
Sawbridge out aftoni/hmcnt the honoutable Baionet's oppofitjon fince 
the bill wjsdefigned tncrtly as a preventive to guild agauift 
th6 danger tHk the very cKtraoidinaiy contmu nice ot dry 
weatlui, both htre ind upon the Continent, tliuiiened, if 
means were not reforted to, fo»* pioiiding agll^^l tliecjnie- 
quences ot an expou ition ot hav, under iuen circninftjijce«5. 
He was equally (oiiy with the honouiibV" HaroiiLt, tint 
more Knights ot the Shiies weie not picfent, becaufe he was 
perfuaded fiom the letters and mtonuation tliat In ludrc- 
<;jciveil from all parts of England, tint, if all the knights of 
the Slurcs had been m tlie Houle, the honour il Ic llaionet 
vyOuld moft piobahlv have ftood alone in his objection to the 
bill; 1)Ut, gentkmeii would conliclei, that it \\ s nnpoffihlc 
for him to move loi leave to bring in a bill upon luch a fub- 
jefl, before thelealon ol the yen afforded 1 proor tint luch 
a bill w'ould be e\|Kdicnt- I liu bill w is lou idcd m ihc belt 
poflftble policy, and bi ought foi \\ lul w ith a \ w u to prt\^.nt i 
probable evU; and, isii would contnii acliui , auiiion ing 
his Majelty in Council to take oil the piohihition, whenever 
it fliould appear unmeeflary to continue it, no nnh hiel (he 
conceived) could enlite fiom iW pailing of iuth a bill; but, 
on the central y, it might nnJoubtcdl) piovt of gieat even- 
tual advantage to the country. 

gir JoUph Sn J jLph Majubty Ind, tint a, the bill would contain 1 
HJawbfi) claufc, empoweiing his Majefly in Council to take off the 
prohibition, wlienever they thought it light fo to do, he 
^ would withdraw his objcdbons. 

T-eave was given to bung iii a bill. 

Sir fFiiliam Doiben having obicned, tint when the Iloufc 
“ were laft in a Committee on the Ahicm flave iranfportation 
bill, It broke up rather fuddcnly, and he Ind not an opportu- 
nity of moving that they fit again; he added, that ht might 
j move, that the Houfe do then refolve itftll into a Committee 

upon the faid bill* ^ * 

I«OTd Lord Pmthyn beggeWteave to remind the honour ible Ea- 

ronet, that the day for going into the Committee, the ( Vlh- 
fel and witncHes had not attended. 

1 he Speaker put the queftion, That he do leave the 
« Chair.” 

The fame being carried, Mr. W lyibread took lus feat at 
the table. 

Mr.Gtr. Mi.G a^cjyfi^ then rofe and lemarked, that unappiifed of 

the intention of the Houfe to go into the Committee, the 

Counfel 
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rounfcl leally were not at the houfe, but at the luftaut he 
had heard tint it was defigritd to tefuine the Committee, that 
dav, he had lent toi them. He hoped, theiefoie, that the 
Committee would permit the Iblicitoi for his conftituents to 
toiUL to the hai, ind piocced with the t-Mdence, which he 
hid dccl tied hu would adduce as wJI as he was able, till 
tlie counfel fl,ould arrive . 

Sii // iiUi7n Do^Ien anlwrrrd tl at, as the nolile Lord and sir Wm. 
^ s honomabk coIUaguu hid twice liken advantage ot tht Polbca. ’ 
toriTj*^ of tilt Hoidc, and count dout the Committee, lie did 
not bi* vl. tint tbi y hid my light to complain of fuch con- 
liu t is unf iir, though he hopt d the ciicumftance would make 
idu< iiiiDK llion on tli'' C\immitt(e. Rut if the noble Lord 
* 11 ^ Ills hi loui ibie colk igue meant, by taking fuch advaii- 
t u lit uly to pioti rhe pafling ot the bill, and put it 
< it till lilt ne\t klfion, dter dccliung tint they weie ready 
lo ^oi '*^0 »^lir in ''lint f i rlj, hi muli hepcimitted to lay, it 
'\ 1 n itl i < tiMTii Iv tantlid not extiemi Jy worthy, when 
^ \\ \ i >nh(ku 1 tint tlu bill wis founded on principles of 
hu n imi ) , an i hid hi (■ n piopokd at that pei lod of the feffion 
H! I'ltUi to pn will iiuoiivt fii» iicies ind Icieiities that might 
tl 11 1 Inppni I i tlic ihifrun between tint and tlie com* 
mt M( in iitof th nest i ^bo'u Sir William dc cl ired tint he 
wi coiunt d tlu nobli X^Oid »nd his bononrahk collcigue 
\f c 1 ith r go\ in<d in the bulincis by the inllru^iions of 

ji c^iillituini than irtuatedhv thu.. own goicious feel- 
I I iiloibhdlv 'lilii^'dfleiMiie/liouldbcpaiUtothein- 
lii u ‘^I k ns of s i\ cnithnnii’s conllitucnts, but there were 
' ik lint c'uo^lit to h (onfiikud is Lxccptions. In the pre- 
hniciic, njhiiil n^^iou ti u iltic IhoulJ not be fuff red to 
It [;( livde tlu t clings ot humanity. It was certainly one of 
thoi» rite, m winch ouil’ men Ihould not hold thimltlvt^ 
bound hinl tnd toot, lilwMi^ Afiicni 11 ives, and obliged im- 
pit tk to tibev tht iiijfrjttions ot then conftituents, but 
ihould i< 1: horn th gciKiou impiilfe of then own minds, and 
VI oi hrkt tiviTilLi\ s not n trely is the reprefentatm s ot Li- 
ve i pool, but IS tl t itpufcnt itivcs ot tht communit^r. 

L rd Ft ft / n pi jtclh d th it he w is at a lofs to know what y Pen- 
thc honour ibk Baron t meant hy rihng to mikt a fpeech of ihyo 
tlic fort h( h id juft ddivt ud. 1 he honouiahle Baronet item- 
ed to be confcioijs of lining himlclf done an irrtgnl ir thing 
in moving to go into i Committee, wi hout any order for its 
ftanding on thehooks, oranj pievioiis notice, and he theic- 
forc thought pi Opel to chaigt him andihis honouiahle col- 
league with having afled improperly, by having done that 
which the ordei s ot the Houle fully juftified. As the ho- 
nourable Baionet had not ended hiS fpeech witli any mo ion, 
he could not anlwci him generally, but he mufi be permit- 
VoL. XX TV, N ted 
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t<5d to fay a word or two in reply to the honourable Baronet’s 
objefilions to the conduct of his tonftituents. The honour- 
able Baronet had originally flated, that he meant not to in- 
terfere with the general queftioii, and the right honoinble 
gentleman on the tloor had himfelf propofed to poftpone the 
confideration of the general qaeftion till next feffion. His 
conflituents looked upon the prefent bill not a^» a meafiireof 
regulation but abolition. They protefted againft it as fnch, 
and thought it hard, after wliat the right honourable gentle- 
man liad laid, that a bill which went to the actual abolition 
of the trade Ihonld be enterrained. They complained of it, 
in his opinion, with great jultice, and would give the bill the 
fame oppofition wliich they would always lliew to a meafure 
that appeared likely, if luccesiul, to deprive them of their 
property* 

Mr. Martin was much furprifed at the repeated oppofition 
given to the bill, and nioie fo at the pretence on which tlie 
objedtion of the noble Lord had that dav l>cen idled. He 
alked if there was a man in the HouTe who had not be'^n 
peifedlly aware in his own iiiiiid that the Coiiimittee would 
be revived that day ? 

..^T.Gaf- declared that he really had not known that 

^fioyne. bufinefs wasdefigned to be brought on tliat day, till five 

minutes befoie lie came to the Mouie. Me reminded gentle- 
men, that when the ComniittiX' had been once betoie counted 
out, the honourable Baronet had, the lu'xt time the Houfe met, 
given a day’s notice of his intention to move for rt l inning 
the Committee ; it was natural theiefore to exped that tlie 
fame* conduced w'ould then have been piirfued. 
iord Pen- [.ord Penrhyn faid, that lie had entertained great doubts him- 
tliya. whether the Committee would be rerumed that day or 

not. T he folicitor, liis l.ordfliip faid, had come down in 
the morning to inquire whether the bufinefs was liki ly to. 
come on tliat day or not, and not finding any order fur it on 
the books, he had naturally concluded it would not. 

. TJie folicitor W c: I’a ^ to the bar, and he declared, that 
although he nad not i.ii^ie puj;; . villi him, he w’ouid en- 
deavour to lay fuch evidence bcTore the Houfe as they 
might wi(h to hear. • 

Mr. Penny was tlien Cvillcd, nncl the folicitor defued that 
the evidence he had bcf^ic given might be read; during tlie 
reading of which Mr. Douglas, ihe counfel againft tlie bjl 
appearing, the folicitor retired, and ]the coun tel proceeded in 
the examination; after which Mr. Matthews was called and 
examined. — In the conrfe of the examination of Mr. Mat- 
thews, a Ihort couverfation arofe upon the neceffity of the 
.counfel confining the examination of the vvitnefs ftriftly to 
th^.pbieft of the bill. Mr, Pitt, Mr. Cornwall, Mr. VV, 

^ Smith, 
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Smith, Lord Penrhyn and other gentlemen took part in the 
converfation ; the counfel in compliance to the wifli of the 
Committee, proceeded in the examination of Mr. Matthews, 
which being concluded, another witnefs was called, and ex- 
amined, and at half part ten o’clock the fame witnefs being 
withdrawn, 

Mr. Gafcoyne moved, That the Chairman report pro- Oaf. 
a grefs.” 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt wifhed tlie evidence to be clofed be- Mr. Chan. 
ff)re the progrefs was reported, and afked whetlier more wit- 
nelTes were meant to be examined. 

The counfel replied, that no morewerj^ meant to be called 
in fuppoit of the Liverpool petition. 

Mr. Ciraham fuel, he meant to call two or three in behalf 
of the London petitioners, whofe examinations would not 
take up more than half an hour. He declared, he Ihould wave 
entering generally into the rjiieftion, and going over the 
giourul of the Liverpool counfel, and would take up the evi- 
dence whore it was left ofF, and fhould, after Mr. Douglas’s 
furnming up, touch upon fornc points that he conceived had 
been omitted. 

Mr. Coru'-juall conceived it wholly unncceflary, for the Mr. Com- 
fupportof oneonufe, for which llierc were many petitions, "ad- 
that examinations on each petition fliould be heard. The ex- 
nidination on the part of tlie Liverpool petition, he was of 
opinion, was fully fufficient-* and he would objedl; to any wnt- 
neffes being called in fuppoit of the London petition, unlefs 
the counfel could make it appear, that the inlercfls of the 
I/ondoTi petitioners were different to the J^iverpool peti- 
tioiffrs. 

A ftiortcoiiverfalion then took place, wliethcr Mr. Douglas 
fliould or fhould not immediately fuin up, which being flre- 
nuoufly objedtod to by Mr. Ciafcoync, Mr. Pitt propofed 
that the bufincfs Ihould be firft proceeded upon on the mor- 
row, when he hoped the Committee >vould be enabled to go 
to the filling up of the blanks. 

It being at length agieed that the Chairman fhould leave 
the chair, the Houfe was relumed, progrefs reported, and 
the Committee ordered to fit again on the. morrow* 

Ihe Houfe adjourned. 

7uefday^ I’jth June^ 

The petitions from the different boroughs of Scotland be- 
ing read pro forma ^ 

Mr. exprefled his regret, that the unforefeen pro* Mr. Sheri- 

tra61ion of other important bufinefshad obliged him to defer 
fo long a bufinefs of fuch importance, as moving for leave to 
bring in a bill to regulate the internal government of the royal 
N 2 boroughf 
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Ki’hi’Ughs of Scotland. He ftated his fenfe of the magnitude 
of the objefil to he fubmitted to the coiifideration of the 
Houfe ; declaring^ at the fame.time, that he did not deem it 
neceflary to enter into any explanation of what might at firft 
appear extraordhiary, and which was, fuch a motion - being 
brought forward by a perfon not interefted by local connec- 
tion or perfonal habits with the parties whole petitions for a 
redrefs of grievances were now before tFie Houfe. 7 he fa£t 
was, that every Member of that Houfe, \ Jio had a fingle 
right idea of the firft principles of the conftitution, and, of 
jcourfe, of the firft caufe of the profperity of the country 
founded on that conftitution, or who felt, as he trufted every 
Member of tliatr Houle did, an equal and common intereil in 
the happinefs and well-being of the two countries compriling 
the united kingdoms ; that every Member fo judging, and 
adtuated by fuch a principle, was perfedVly coinpi^ieiir and 
qualified to inveftigate the propofition he fliouJd now nfier to 
the confiderafioii of the Houfe. Mr. Sheridan then afivertcd 
to the advanced ftate of the fellion, the unconjmo/ily thin 
attendance which could be procured, even upon fulfiedls in 
whicb. the Miiiifter hiinfelf was parlicubirly inttn ited, and 
declared his realbns for not entering into the ge nur,]! inerit'^ 
of the queftion at this time, obferving, liowever, that it for- 
tunately happened that the prefent cjueftion was of ilich a 
natuic as to admit of a perfedt explanation in a fingle fentencc. 
*l'heevil complained of by as refpedlahlo a bodv of petitioners 
as evei had approached the bar of that Houfe, was, tliat cer- 
tain enormous and inveterate abufes had prevailed, aqd did 
jjrtrvail, in the aoniinillration and government of the rovat 
boroughs in Scotland, and that tliere exifted no coinpef^nt 
qualification to check and control thele abuie^, or to give 
rcdrels to thofe who wcie injured by them. M'hat ceitain. 
ielf-elcdled magiftrates and counleJlors aflumed a power of 
levying money upon their fellow- fubjecls, without authority 
from law, and of punifiiing thole who wilhftood them, by a 
paiti;il and corrupt exercife of an illegal diferetion ; that 
thofe niagiftrates and counleilors claimed a right to dilfipate 
tile public property of their feUo\y -citizen’^, and to neglect 
the duties of their own ftation, without admitting themfelvcs 
to be acrountablc or refponfiblc, in any way, to thofe whole 
intereils, feciirity, and contentment, formed the only pre - 
tence for the cxiftence of any power or fuperiority in thofe 
perfons, a power and jTuperiority neceffarily forfeited the mo- 
ment thofe objefls were not attended to. " The exiftence of 
thofe evils was proved by the petitions, and the want of a I'e- 
inedy by the decifions of the Courts of Judicature in Scot- 
land^ it luiving being determined, both in the Court of Sef- 
fioiiTTOd in the Court of Excliequerj that as the law of Scot- 
land 
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^ land flood, there was no remedy for evils and ahuies ^hich 
’ both Courts admitted to exift, and to be produftive of the 
worft confequences to the general interefts of the community. 

Surely then, Mr, Sheridan obferved, if there ever was a jufti- 
hahle ground of application to the Legiflatiire of any coun- 
try, it is when thofc who are entrufted with the adminillra- 
tion of the Jaws acknowledge the prevalence of foine great 
abufe, and at the lame time acknowledge, that there exifts 
no legal moile of obtaining a remedy for it. Mr. Sheridan 
next explained the nature of the remedy propofed, in the bill 
he vviflied to fubmit to their confideration. His objedl, for 
the prelent fclTion, was only lo give the Meml^ers an oppor- 
tunity of inhnr.iing themfelves; for which purpofe/ he 
ftiouid be content to have his hill, which he then held in hii 
Jiand, read a flrfl time and printed, Mr. Sheridan compli- 
mented the charafter, finnncTs, and moderation of the peti- 
tioners, and the abilities and exertions of the gentlemen they 
had employed to manage their bnhnefs; concluding with a 
hope, that forgetting all national diil:in 61 ions, and narrow 
prejudices, he Ihould fiiid, oti the next dilciillion of the fuh- 
je£l, a very general difpofition to ditlufc principles,; of civil 
liberty to that pait of the united kingdom wdtich had liither- 
to partaken in our glory and in our dangers, w'ithout /haring 
tlte equal Melling ot civil liberty, to whicli lijiglarul was lb 
much indebted. 

He tljen moved, That leave be given to bring in a bill 
for correfliiig the ahiifes and fupplyiiig the defecls in the 
internal government of tlie royal burghs, ai»d in the man- 
ner of accounting for the property, annual levenues, and 
expenditure of the fame.” 

^\v Jnmes Johnjlonc declared, that lie would not give liis Sir Jamcf 
coni( rit to the bringing in of the bill, being convinced that 
tlie evil complained ot in the Sirft part of the honourable 
gentleman^' fpeech did not exift, and that the latter part 
was unneceflary, it being now in the power of the Lord Ad- 
vocate of Scotland to cou^pcl an accurate flatement of the 
revenues of each borough. 

Mr. jinjiruthcr acknowledged that it was to him a niatter Mr.Anftni* 
of indirierence whether tlie motion for admitting the bill the 
prei'ent feflion was or w'as not agreed to, being convinced, 
that in the prefent ft/fion it could not paJ’s ; and tliat in the 
next he Ihould have an opportunity of oppo/ing it, if pro- 
pofed. He cbferved, tliat hit. honourable friend (Mr- She- 
ridan) always brought the bufmefs forward at the clofe of 
the feffion, when it was impofiible to be pafled. His honour- 
able friend had ftated no fpecific grievances ; he had confined 
himfelf to a general ftatement of grievances, to which he 
(Mr. Anitruthcr) entirely objefted, being fully conyiip^d 

that 
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-chat no fucli grievances exifted. With whatever fpecious 
appearance his honourable friend brought in the prefent bill, 
it went effeftually to a change in the ele6tion of reprefenta- 
tives to ferve in Parliament. His honourable friend not hav- 


fln Sheri 
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ing gone in detail to fupport his hill, he fliould not enter into 
detail in oppofttion to it ; and the rather, as he did not be- 
lieve his honourable friend really mejant to carry into elFedl 
the bill he had moved for leave to bring in. With refpeft to 
the accounts of the revenues moved for, he fully agreed with 
the honourable Baronet (Sir James Johnftone) oppofite to 
him, that thofe accounts might he now deinanded by the 
Lord Advocate of Scotland, who could iiifilt upon the deli- 
very of them in the fame manner as tlie Attorney General in 
England might demand an account to he made out of the re- 
venue of the corporations in England. 

Mr.^ShcriJan anfwered, that at the clofe of tlic lafl feflion, 
no fuch motion as the prefent had been offered, hut only th(5 
petitions had been prefented. He had that day Hated it to 
be his intention merely to move tor the hill, that it might 
be in the poffcffjon of Members dining the recel's ; and hav- 
ing fo ftated his intention, lie had conceived it wholly unne-r 
celfary to enter into the particular detail of t lie bill. 'I'o his 
honouraide friend (Mr. Anfiruther) who had mentioned his 
doubts of the exiHcnce of thegiievancesconijdained again ft, 
he fhould ronfider it fufficient to anfwer, that upwards of 
nine thoufand refpeftable peiforis had declared to the Hoiife 
that fuch evils did exifl. He conclyded, by quoting the opi- 
nion of a judge in lupport of tlie eleclaralion of the petitions, 
which was in fubflance, that for wMiit of a proper rtgulan'ori 
in the boroughs, trade was difeouraged, religion negicfled, 
and every thing to wliicli tlu^ attention of the magiUrates 
ought to be turned, wholly difregardi.d. 

Mr. Dunda)> declared that ite a(5lually conceived that, upon 
inquiry, it would be found that the revenues of the Scotch 
boroughs w^ere funds as well managed as thofe of any corpo- 
ration exifting ; but if the honour.able gentleman could prove 
the contrary, and demonftrate that frauds ex i fled, he wmuld 
be ready to concur with the honourable gentleman in any 
motion he lliould propofe to corfeft fuch an ahufe. So far 
would he go with the honounable gentleman in his bill, but 
be would not follow him to that branch which extended it- 


ft'lf to the internal reform of the boroughs, wliich, however 
fpecioufly expreffed, was neither more nor lefs than a pro- 
pofition to alter ibe'chartevs of every corporation of Scot- 
land, which cliarters exifted at the time of the Union, and 
which ought to be regarded as facred. He could not avoid 
obferving, that the honourable gentleman was, in his pre- 
fent motion, both long'fighted and ihort fighted. He had. 


m 
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in his long fight, difcovereS irnperfeflions and corruption ■ 
in the boroughs of Scotland, but, at the fame time, iio was 
fo remarkably fliort-fighted, that he could not poliibly dil- 
ceni the itni>erfe(Slions and corruption in Englifli boroughs. 

The honourable gentleman had not ftated a fingle circuni- 
fiance againft the Scorch boroughs, which might not in 
equal juftice be Hated againft the boroughs in England ; and 
it was his wifli, that if the Houfe agreed eventually witli the 
honourable gentleman’s bill for a Scotch borough reform, that 
the honourable gentleman would extend the reform to both 
parts of the kingdom, and that he would be particularly 
careful not to forget Stafford, which borough Mr. Sheridan 
reprefents. If the bill was meant to effedl: a difference in 
eledf ion, he wilhed it boldly to be avowed ; l)ut Ijaving heard 
many varying opinions of the bill, he would give no objec- 
tion to the motion, being particularly defirous that it might 
be produced, to enable gentlemen co judge from the bill 
icfelf. 

Sir 1‘i'oma^ Dunda^ having obferved, that his right honour- Sir Th^n*^ 
able and learned friend (Mr. Dundas) was particularly dell- 
rous to fee tliehill, addtxl, that this defire might he eafily 
latisfied ; for, the bill meant to be brought in, was precifely 
the fame in principle with that pronofed by the Corporation 
of Stirling, when the riglit honourabl«3 and learned gentle- 
man was l.ord A^dvocate. With lefpedl to that part of the 
bill which went to demand aflatemc-ut annually of the reve- 
juies of the boroughs, he was convinced of its necefiiry. He 
had received accounts of vaiious defailts in iliole revenues, 
parliciilarly in tlv; horouph, amongft the electors ior which 
flood the numej of his ktonouiabic friend below him (Mr. 

Jolin Anftrutlirr.) 

Mr. Anfirviher declaicd, tiiat what had been ftated by the ^^-Anfiru- 
honoural)le naronet (Sir f. Dundas) with relpeit to him, 
was witliout any foundation whalcver. The Imnourable 
Baronet, if he had given himfelf the trouble to inquire and 
examine, mull liave found his ftattmenl void of trutli ; and if 
he had not engaged in fuch an inquiry, it was in his (Mr. 
Anftruther’s) opinion, very improper to make fuch a decia- 
ration to the Houfe. He pofitively affi^rted, that tlie reve- 
nue of the borough alluded* to, foVar from being decayed, 
had, within tlie lall twenty years, trebled its amount. 

Sir Ihomas Dtmda^ anfwercd, that he meant nothing per- 
fonal to the honourable gentleman (Mr, Anftruther;) tiiat 
what he had ftated, lie had not ftated wildly, or from his 
own opinion, but from documents, andTrom the infoi matioii 
of perfons whom he knew, and which perfonshe would move 
to have examined at thi bar to fubftantiate fuch aflertions 
whenever the bill came to be difeufled. 
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^ ' %\r yejipb J^fauthiy' reiaaTkei that, in his opinion, the bill 
Would prove the means of extending the rights of deftors in 
boroughs* He wilhed the honourable Baronet (Sir Thomas 
Dundas) or foine other gentleman, would boldly Hand for- 
ward and propofe an extenfioii of the rights of eledion for 
Scotch Knights of the Shire. Such a incafure, if carried, 
Would be ot tile moft important fervice, and of thegreatelt 
honour to the mover. 

Sir Jarrrs Er/kine was adverfe to the motion ; and contend« 
ed that the evils complained of, had no exigence what- 
foever. 

Mr. Chancellor obfervtd that, wifiiing to know tlie 
contents of llie lull, he was as dehrous as any geiuJeman 
could be to have the motion carried. If It went to a reform. 
It would be one realbii to induce him to be partial to it; bur. 
to tlie lattiT part Iic ohiccled, conceiving the Houie would 
be guilty o/ :i violent adlion in charging tlie boioughs with 
abules, and giving a < oimtenance to an infringement of ttjeij 
chairers, before lucli abufes were made to appear. By wbai 
he had Hated, ho meant to urge no obHrudlion to tlio bill, 
but merely to fugged to the honoiirabb gentbman the pro- 
priety of ado)it\ng fome other mode, by Commit tee, or 
otlierwiirj, that might be more conliltcnt with tlr^ fauns of 
the IToufe. 

Mr. Shirldtm anfweicd, that what had fallen from tijf. 
riglit honomabif' gentleman (Mr. Pitt) was perfeClly fair and 
candid. He bcliw'vod, that the right honourahle gentleinanb* 
objedion went only to a few words, in the latter part of th^*, 
motion, in vvliicli he faw no novelty or devkition from rule ; 
but, to gain the right honourable gentlemaifs acrjuieleuncc, 
he was v\illing to alter tlie motion as the right honourable: 
gentleman had u;('ominrntled. 

The amer.dment was then put, That leave be given to 
“ bring in a bill for regulating the internal government of 

the royal burghs in Scotland.” 

Sir fames Joliiirtono ohjcding to the moLion, the Houfe 
divided, A\es, ^54; Noes, oo. Majority 54. 

Major Scoit now obferved, that lie rofe to bring to the no- 
tice of the Houle a petition w}ii|h had been piefented from 
Major Ciilpin, (kiptain Williams, Captain Jonathan Scott, 
and Mr, Holt, praying fome compenfation for the expences 
tliey had incurred by attending for feveral months in London, 
either by a fuminons of the Managers, or by an order of the 
Houfc of I.ords, in cj:mfcc)uence of the Managers’ fummons. 
The Major laid, he would not do more than ftate the cir- 
cumftances under which the feveral gentlemen were at the 
time they were fummoned; and the compenfation he would 
leave to the jullicc of the Houie, without prefuming to make 

any 
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any motion upon the fuhjeft* Major Gtfpin came uome m ", 
the yen 178^ ; iummoneJ fiom I-.\ncaihne to attend at 
ihebai of ihi Houle ot Cumino lioin M uch to July 17&6, 
and he wasa^nn fuium ned by thr Houa ot | oids, at the 
requilition ot the Mai _ lo attend as a witiiefs, from 
the montli of January to Jutic, in this year. Captain Wil- 
liams was ordered to attend the Houfe of Commons from he- 
bruary to June 178^. He alfo was examined at the har of 
that Houle at tliat tin.e. He was again liimmoncd to attend 
in January ;788, and c 'ntinued in daily attendance on the 
I^ords, to the lall day of the trial. It true, faid the Ma-. 
jor, he was not called upon, thougli he could give inofl ma- 
terial and important information, if tltt Managers really 
wifl'.cd lor tire elucidation c>f truth ; but, it did liappen that 
tlic Managers, thougli they liaJ cxprefsly fuminoned Captaiit 
Williams from South Wales, in order to examine him, had 
doled their jirocoedirgs without calling him to the bar as a 
witnHs. "ri;c iVLijor f:ud,*tlie Managers had elone tiris, when 
they knew Claj'tain illianis could give veiy inatrrial infor- 
mation. C'aiitain Jonathan Scott, v\ ho, the Major faid, was 
his InotI.er, had Iieen iummonc'd from Shroplhire in January. 

He Iiad iiu'ii examined by tltc Alanagcis, who thougiit, pof- 
iibly, liiat liis evidence, howcvci imp.Mtant for the elucida- 
tion of trntii, did not tvuvl to advance llu.r caiil'e, and, after 
llneo montlis 4irteiuLuice, permitted Min to return to Shrop- 
Ihire, unexaminod by the l.ords. Air. Holi, the fourth pe- 
t^ioner, ilood upon vcj y different grounds. He not only 
had been fuhjeCb to very great txpences, hut he had aftually 
loll: llie fair advantages oi the fer vices. The Major faid, he 
contented liimfelf with me iciy reijtingthc fadfs, as he trufted' 
fully to t!ie jultice and the lumour ol the Houle to make the 
gentlemen a fair and lionourahde compenfation. 

Mi\ J\'/t prcdled thenecdiiiy ofl'ettling all claims Wr. 

of the kind in cjuelllon, and read the refolution of the Com- 
niittce of Managers upen the fnhj jdh 

Mr. Shnubin tliouglif, that ail the witne/Ie* fummoned at Mr. Sterf-. 
the in/lancc of the Committee of Managers were Hirly en«? 
titled to c’olnc under liiu fame rule of confjderation, and that 
ifthere were any exceptions, ihofj exceptions ought to be 
lubmitted to the fpeciai decifion of the Houle. 

TVlr. Butke adverted to the propiiety of dillinguifliing wit- Mr. BwM 
nelles in narrow circuntHances from tliofe who lived within a 
Hate of affluence. 

Mr. i?tv;rrrc/r obferved, that it was common in civil cafes Wr.Bcar- 
for awirnefs to fay, pay me my expenses, or I will not ut- 
ter a word of evidaice.„ Im criminal cafes tiiS cullom was 
necellarily different, aiil every man w^as bound to declare the' 
whole truth. 

yXIV. O Afomr 
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"Mi^jor b^ged to offer t few words on what 

had fillen from the right honouraWe gentlemen, Mr. Pitt 
and xMr. Burke t the Committee of impeachment had refolved 
that no per(on fhould receive a compenfation, who was not 
in ftraitencd circun[ifianccs. But the Major faid, he did not 
apply for relief upon fuch a plea; he was convinced that no 
officer would fufferany peilon to aflert fliat he was in ftrait- 
cned ciicumflaiiccs, who could purchaic daily at Dolly’s a 
beef fleake and a pot of poitcr; hut he would put it to the 
good foil fe of the Honfc, wlirther if thole gentlemen who 
were httkd in Walts, Lancafhiie and Shropfliire, with mo-' 
derate fortunes of tluce and four hundicd pound^ a yeai, 
With which they W(»"e perfcftly luppy and contented, wi.re 
compelled to come to London, wt re krpt fo* lorn months in 
lodgings, leaving ^Ik 1 livti il cllalvlifl m ntsm the counirv, 
he would put P, he fud, to the honoui of ihc Houie, foi 
jhc p^^^ltnt of tht r txpenccs On tins footing he put it, 
and not on the |Li that they #eie in ftraikned ciuum- 
ftanccs. 

i- jrl c I ihit h h >p((l the hononrahle gen- 

tleman would dlow Coiiirui t < oi \Tui g rs to judgt for 
tbemklves, wiut \M»n< If s wt i n» A p ipci to them to t ill 
» before tlie Coutc ni W i Imiinlh r I j ill 

M* iU Built dtch ( 1 (hit he InJ \( t niukiAood tin* ill 

peilom capible of gi ng t\jd( lur, toucl mg tlicf idts dnig- 
cd on the trial of a t umiinl cuiip vlk hound by law to le- 
veai all they knew upon tlu 1 l1 in qucAion, wilhojpt 
hiving any light to a cbim 1 n < ^ \k nct^ and that the 1 ime 
lule obt lined and ipphed in tvny Ipccie^ of puliam^ntny 
profecution. 1 he C ommitUt ol Minageis fiad uaily in the 
piogrclsofthc hufim fs laid dovvnltveial 1 uh s touching the 
expencestolx incinud, which, he hid no doubt, the Houfe 
would confidei aswPe inli , *i d, indeed, he tiiiAcd, that 
all th^ir rules of pi ocetdmg would be found to be made on 
iiiature conliderat on. Ont ol their refolutions went txprrAIy 
to the paymeiu of witnefles; h it where theie were paiticu- 
lai exceptions, lh(il< exceptions ought to be tonhdered on 
then paiticul a im rits Whui i w itnefs was in ffi iitend cir- 
cumftances, he ought, undoubrcdly, to he conCdeitd, but 
not fo in cafes of a dilK*rcnt namr?. Ht fuppofed Mr. Mid- 
dleton and ISii Hij ih linpey aruiided at the inflai ce of tl e 
Committee of Man gers; but furdy, no man would ht lo 
abluidasto contend, thatcitlui of them ought to be paid for 
attending. Mr. Burke added that the pieVcnt convcrfation 
reminded him of a dilcovcry which took place in ana- 
tomy, at the commencement of the piefent 'yc ir. A man 
had been diflliAtd, when his heait had been found lying up- 
on his tight fide, and his liver on Kis left, and all the vilcera 

were 
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• were out of place; fo In the profecution^of Mr. ttailings^ the 
Committee of Managars, who might naturally be fuppofed 
would be beft acquainted with whdt their own witnefles could 
prove, it appeared, did not know half fo much of the matter, 
as the friends of Mr. Haflings, who had taken the witneffes 
againji the profecution into their prote6lioii. With regard to 
Captain Williams, they had nothing to do with it, but it lay 
(where it ought to lay) u irii the Houfe, who naturally would 
refer it to the decifion of the folicitors for the profecut/on to 
decide upon. With refptcl to Mr. Holt, Mr. Burke faid, 
he knew that gentleman was not in great circiimllances, at 
leaft lie was given to undcrAand that fuclTwas the cafe, and 
that he would he a fulTerer by being detained here in England; 
but bethought the Court of Diredlors of the Eaft-Jndia 
Company weie bound to take care that none of their fervants 
appointed to lucrative olTices in India, and detained here in 
confeqnence of their being called upon to give evidence on 
the the trial’of Mr. Haftiiigs, Ihould fubftantially befuficrers 
by fuch a detention. 

Major ScQit obferved that he muft fay a few words Ma>r'5co«t 
in reply to the right honourable gentleman, MK Burke; 
it was not extraordinary that lie flioulJ fupport the 
petition ; Major Gilpin was an intimate friend whom 
he had known above twenty years; Captain Williams was 
a gentleman whom he had intimately known for a great 
number of years, and Captain Scott was liis own brother* 

Major Gilpin had been examined, Captain Williams was 
competent to give the moft important information, if truth 
had been the object of the Managers ; but they had difniilled 
him unexamined. His brother Captain Scott they had ex- 
amined in a Committee, hut finding his evidence, however 
important and true, to contradift their aflertions, they' had 
difmifled him, without producing him before the [.ords. The 
queftion therefore was, w’heiher the Houfe thought, in point 
of honour or juflice, lliuy could authorize a Com in it tee to 
call gentlemen of fmall fortunes from difiant counties with- 
out paying their expences: but the Major faid, liie difclaimed 
on the part of Major Gilpin^ Captain Williams, and Captain 
Scott, the receiving a fhilling on the idea of their being in 
llraitencd circumftances. They had fortunes with which 
they could be contented indiftant counties; hut, if kept in 
London feveral month;^ by authority of the Houfe of Coin- 
mons, they trufied in the juft ice of tli« Houfe to pay them 
their expences. 

Mr. Burke t]UpftioneJ|the faft of their application to the Mr. BurJtau 
folicitors, and their not having received fatisfaftion. He 
ftated to the Houfe the diredions hehimfelf had given the 
folicitors how to acl upon all applications of a fimilar iiatujre, 

O % h© 
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The Spcalci^r~^T^gth pul an end to the converfation, by 
calling to Mr# Sheridan, who was at the bar, to bring up his 
bill, which was read a firfttime, and ordered to be piinted. 

A fewwordis then puiKul between Mr. F.liciid;*n and Mr* 
AnflrutheTi, relative to the following papers, tor wliich Mr. 
Sheridan moved. 

That there he laid before this Heufe copies of the cliar- 
ters and fetrs ot the Royal burghs of Scotland notorially 
copiecU’' 1 he finie were ordered. 

TWedunty ekcflion bill having been brought fiom the 
Houfe of Lords with various amendments, the Houfc pro- 
creded to take the faid amt^ndments iuto confiderntion. 


Young Mr. Toufig remarked that although he did n'»t Oiean to 
make a decided oppohrion ng.iinlt tlie hill, which he believed 
tlie maiority of the Houfc rather wilhed to pifs, he could 
not avoid hazaiding iomc ohfervarinns ngalnd tlie indecency 
of precipitately and inft.'Uiily pro* ceding to put the qiieition 
pn rlie numerous arneivJm'.nis iTiavle in the Moiife of Lords 


‘ill a hill deeply aH’echng the riglils < f their conllitiients. He 
had all along oppoRd the hilh h-c ide he confiderrd it as cal- 
culated to give povver to the arillncracy in oppoftion to the 
rights of ihe people* In the other Houfe, thntevn difterent 
amendments, and one of them con lifting of no lefs than eight 
pages, had been piopofed by ditFermt nob!'- f ords, and 
adopted. y\s it was natuial, tliercfore, for Pceis, in the 
confideration of fuvch a bill, to gii e<it more of an nriflocrati- 
cal form, if polTible, than it woie when fent up to them, it 
particularly behoved tliat Honfe ro regaul the anitiKimenis 
of their Lordfliips with jjeculiar je;doufy upon fuch an ac- 
count, a*o^'el!ris from a general dlllike o( a bill, calculated 
to give a greatoi dc gree of iiTiuencc ro the aiiftocracy in tdec- 
t'ions of IVlembt rs of that floule, he begped leave to enter 


his'folernn pi otcil again il le.ulaigthu amendments fo preci- 
piUtely. 

jlSdr. Hrar- Mr. BcQ^crcft obfei ved, that to a pioteft of fo f ilousand 
important.! natme, ionic anlwgr would undoubtedly be ex- 
pe^ed. . m rofts theiefoie, to fay, that he fupported the 
hiil for the vei y oppofite rcafon U) that upon the account of 
which the hoiiourabb.* guitleinan avowed himfelf its enemy. 
He believed it ro he a bill firongly in favour of tiie democra- 
tical part of the a:)idljtution, and not, as the honourable gen- 
tleman thought, a bill giving adclitiu|j|l Jnfluence to the arif- 
tocracyj. ^Vith regai^d to the number of amendments made 
in the Houle of Lords, the fift was as the honourable gen- 
tUtroan had‘/Jatjpd. I’hey did amount to thirteen in number, 
^and if'was^riU’, that one of them filled eight pages; but then 
objdttl of rhar one was merely to put into the mouth of 
fhex^curnin^OiTi:*-!' the woidsof that part of the bill which 
‘ " infli£le4 
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inflicSkeJ the penalty, and therefore confifled only of a repe^ 
tition of words only agreed to by the Hoiife. ^ I he other 
amendments were nothing more than verbal correflions and 
alterations. 

The amendments were feverally read ; ar.d when the quef- 
tion was about to be put on the long amendment, 

Mr. 7 contended that although they ij-ul before had Mr. 
feveral bills to reform the icpiefentation in Parliament, very 
few fuch bills as the pieferit had been entertained; the objeft 
of the hill being to ieiren the luimher of tlieir conftituents. 
Mr. Young repeated hisohje6Hon to the bill, on account of 
its aiiflocratical tendency ; and olijet^hd tn the amendment, 
becaufe it ftruck him ^rerv forcibly) that it would give thofe 
Peers whopofieHed eleclioa interefts, a power, by means of 
the colleSor’s having to repeat tlie words of tlxe penal part 
of the a£l to the voter, to influence his vote. Mr. Young 
explained his meaning, that one very great advantage of oral 
evidence, in preference to that of written teflimonyi was the 
oppv)Vtunity wliicli it aflorded the parties and the court of de- 
riving fome infoiir.ation, or fomething tlt.it might lead to in- 
formaiion, fiom the countenance, conducl, and ehiphafis of 
the witiiiTs. In like manner t!ie collevSlor of votes would be 
able to deter fome fiom voting, by his awful mode of reading 
the penal clanfn, or to iiuluce others (in favour of the fide he ’ 
wiihed to allifl) to vo‘e from the light and unimpreffive llyle 
ofreciting it; and this, Mr. Young maintain d, would give 
the man, who had the Wd in a coupty, a farther power of 
putting in Members. He therefoie moved fo omit a page of 
the amendment, fpecifying from what words his amendment 
wouM commence, and w here it would have olK 

Mr. declared that he dilTered from the honourable Mr. 

geiulcman toto c>xIq^ and could not but admire the honourable 
gentleman’s reafon for objecting to tlic amendment. Theafl: 
contained a penal dame, and by the amendment it was pro- 
pofed that the rolledor fixouid repeat that claufe to the voter 
previous to his incurring tlie danger ot it. By the laws un- 
der which we lived, Mr. Eearcroft faid, every perfon was 
])refumed to know what the law was, and he lielieved that 
the prefent moment was the lirft in which it was ever made 
** an objedion, that a man fhould be put in mind of his dan- 
ger, previous to his being liable to incur it. With regard to 
liie effed, which mA according to the honourable gentle- 
man s idea, to arife fomething i^i ihe geflurc,, counte- 
nance, and tone of voice of the coHedor, he knew no way of 
guarding againft thatl| unJefs they were to enacl that the 
colledor ftjould repeat the words of the ad in chains, with a 
; 7 ia(k on, like the ancient chorus with a pitch-pipe. 
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Mt. Young took the fenfe of the Houfe on his propofed 
when the numbers weie, 

Ayes, (for the amendment made by the Lords) 37 j Noes, 
3. Majority 34. 

The amendments were then all lead and agreed to, and 
the bill paili d* 

*The Houle next lefolved themfeKcs into a Committee on 
tho African llave tranlportation bill, when Mr. Douglas and 
Mr* Graham, and tlieir witnefs, wcieca’lul to the bar. The 
latter having delivcied a paper in to tlie table, letired, and 
Mr* Douglas proceeded to lum up the evidence adduced m 
fupport of his clients. * 

As icon as Mr. Douglas had finifliedfhnd Mr. Graham was 
fe Orn- about to proceed, Mr. objedted, obferving that, as 

the London petitioneis" caie turned upon the fame merits as 
the cafe ot the Liverpool petitioners, and as the latte r had 
been fully heard, it was unneceflaiy to adduce moie evi- 
dence. 

The Committee tlien proc^^eJed to fill up the blanks, and 
a great deal of defultoiy coiivufan »n took place. 
ife*Chjm- Mr. Pzrrmoved that the operation of the bdl be ittro- 
fpc(5tive, and that it conim^nce from the lOtli iiiftant, well 
known, by all the par ties concerned, that luch a bill was 111 
agitation. 

Mr* Gafcoync, Mr. Brukdale, and Lord Penihyn ftrenu- 
oufly objeifted, upon the ground, th it to mal?e the bill retro- 
fpeclive m its operation j^vas every way unfair. 

The blank, however was luffeied to be filled up with the 
words tif tenth oj June. 

When the Committee came to fill up the blank rcfpeAing 
the tonnage of the flups, and the number of the Africans to 
be cauied in ilie diCertnt-fi/ed vefleis, 

William Sir JVilliam Dolnn piopofed to apportion five men to thiee 
tons, of every Hup of j|,o tons bui den, or under five feet 
between decks, with a rabbin fitted up for the reception of 
Haves; three men to two tons m all velTels above 150 tons, 
^W'ith equal accommodations, ni)donem«n to one ton, in all 
Other vefiSls, without fuch accommodations. Sir William 
faid this piopoition dinuniflied a little upon the average of 
ihiee yeais ; th^t he was aware it was not equal to tNVo men 
to a ton, but fliat no men in his fenfes could believe it to be 
rsalty detrimciital to the trade. 

Mr. Ga^toine obferv^^, that howeve^refpeftahle the af- 
fi»rtion of the honouiable Baiontt mighj be, it was not, in 

opinion, founded, • He came i)rrpaied to objecl to any 
tldb pi'oportion th in two men to a ton. Unlefs eveiy calcu- 
lation which had been fubmitt(‘d to his noble colleague and 
lumWf was fallacious, lefs' thin two men to a ton, was lefs 
. than 
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had propofedy would frove an abolition of the traui*?^, 
therefore, Mr. Gafooyne, declared, that he muft tahe^ the 
fcnfe of the Committee upon it. 

Lord Penrbyn obferved, that, he concurred with his bo- L«rt! JP^ 
nourable friend, and mull contend againll depriving " 

fons, fo interefied as his conftiments were in the Have trade, 
of their rightful advantages by an ex pvjl fd^a law. The 
meafure would abolilh the trade, as far as the prefent traders 
were concerned in it. On the African trade, it ought to "be 
remembered, that two thirds of the commerce of this county 
depended. The Committee might, prevent Great Britain 
from carrying on the trade, but they could not prevent other 
countries from carrying it on. They would therefore nbt 
befriend the Africans. 

Sir PFilliam Dolhen affirmed, that he had not allerted things Sir Wilftii 
incapable of being fubftaiit iated by proof. He was ready to 
call witnefles, and adduce evidence, both by documents and j 

fa&s. 

Mr. Gafcoyne wilhcd that the witnefles in fuppott of theMr. Oaf--; 
bill had been produced; though to have them theil, might 
unparliamentary. * , ^ 

Sir William Dalben anfwered, they were at hand, and rpady Sir 
to appear, and were very refpedlabJe people. Dolben* 

Mr. Beaufoy rifing next, laid, the remarks of the noble Mr. 

Lord in fupport of the veracity of the witnefles whom 
friends of the African trade thought fit to call to your bar, 

I am not inclined to difpute. T heir evidence is clear, the 
fafls they have eftablilhed are important, and the natural 
conclufions from tljele fadls, however oppofite to thofew^hich 
they intended Ihould be drawm, are, in ray judgement, de- 
cifive on the cafe. On this occafion two quellions arifei 
The firft is, Whether in the prefent mode of tr.'mfpfrt^g 
to the Well Indies the negroes whxh aigp purchafed in Afrlc^ 
fuch abufes exill as require the reftriiSlionS oF law ? / . V' 

The fecond is, Whe^icfr the reftriflions which this bill 
propofes to enafl:, will or will rtot amount to an abolition ^ 
the trade ? ^ . V V. 

Thefe are the iwo points to which the counfel who pleadi^ ' 
this day at your bar, on behalf' of the African merchatwaii . 
direSed his principal attention, and they do in reality com- 
prehend the whole of bufinefs berofe us. ^ 

In his arguments on me firil of thefe gpiuts tly couo^ 
dared, that the appellation of abufe could only be glven to 
fuch a mode of conveyance as is dangerdus to the lives or 
health of the negroes. 1 accept his definition, jas ' 

it is, and lhall make it the balls of my reafoning. Tb:;Jthe^^ 
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til>]e with* a due regard to the lives arid healths of the Afri- 


cans, what has been the evidence at your bar ? What the 
langunge of the witneiTes? They told you, that five feet 
fix inches in length, and fixteen inches in bfeadth, was as 
much as their pia 61 icc, upon an average, allotted to cadi 


flave; that this fpace was all the room they could allovv for 
the African and his irons, and that in order to accoinmodat''; 


him to tliis extent, which they delbiibcd as liberal, itcourfc 
is had to every pofilhlc contrivance. In the firft place, the 
lower deck is entirely covered with bodies : in the next, the 
heighth between tlie floor of that deck and the roof above 
heighth which they acknowledge tcldom amounts to five feet 
eight inches) is divided by a phtfoim, wliichns all’o covered 
■with bodies. J'hus the diflance from the floor on wliich fome 


of the Africans are laid, to the platform on which others 
arc fpread, is but tw’o feet in many cafes, and hut two feet 
and a few inches in the reil: ; and from the platform to the 
upper deck, \vhic!\ conftitutes the roof, there is but a fimilar 
fpace. The fame ingenuity of package, and perfedion ot 
contrivance, is employed according to the account, 

in filling every o*^her part of the vel&l in which a human 
body can be llovvah Suclt is the mode of conveyance. — Now, 
what from the evidence of the vviincfli's at your bar (an evi- 
dence given with rcluCLince, on a crofs examination, and 
therefore ot dec ill ve credibility) is the ellewt of that convey- 
ance on the lives and he.dtli both of the negroes and the 
feamen? I do confefs (f^s one of the wit neffes) that when 
^ was mailer of thcTarSr I Jolt in one voyage a third of 
iny feamen, and lao negroes, wliich was alio a third of 
of the whole.” Was this the total ot your lofs ? ‘‘‘ 1 
cannot fay it w’as, 12 negroes perilhcdhy an accident, thev 
were drowned.” Had you no other mortality, except that 
of tlie 120 negroes, and that of tlie twelver ‘‘ No other 
** .upon the voyage, but I loft between 20 and 30 negroes, 
" by dilFerent difeafes, before I left the coaft.” — Thus it ap- 
pears that 120 Afcicans, being a third of the whole, died 
upon the voyage, that 12 more were devoured by difterent 
difeafes before his cargo wascoixjpleat. Such is the evidence 
of one of the witnefles at your bar ; yet the very counfel wlio 
called that wicnefs there afierts, that, lu:) abufes deferving the 
notice of Patliamenti none which endanger the lives or 
affeft the health of the negroes, exiit in the African trade. 
The coil nfeli indeecji who is paid by his clients, and who 
•doesmot conceive that his honour is pledged to the truth of 
his arguments, or that his charafter is concerned in the 
jufticeofhi.s caufe, may think hiiiifelfar liberty to contra- 
did the couiraoii feelings, and aSront the common fenfe of 

mankind ^ 
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members bf this Houfe as hav^e 1 li^^Wlft 6 bp^fed 
will venture on the liime defperate ailertions* .On this piilnt 
of mortality, what is the language of the other witn^fes 
Though interefted in the trade, and parties againft the biljl, 
their ^confeffton is, that of the negroes pf the Windward 
Coaft, who are men of the ftrongcil conftitutions of airy 
which Africa affords, no lefs, on an average, than five ill 
each hundred perifh in the voyage, a voyage it muft be re- 
membered of but fix vjecks continuance. In a twelvemonth 
then, what muft be the proportion of tlie dead? no lefe than 
43 in every hundred ; 17 times the iifual rate of mortali^ ; 
for all the ertimates of life fuppofe, anff“Dr. Price exprelfly 
declares, that except in very ])articular fituations (of vvhich, 
as we find from the Hiftory of Captain Cook’s Voyages, the 
fea is not one) no more tlian a fortieth of the people, or two 
and a half in the hundred die within the fpace of a ye«ar : 
fuch is then the comparifon. In the ordinary coiirfe of na- 
ture the number of peiTons (including thofe in age and in- 
fancy, t!ie weakeft periods of exiftence) who perifti in the 
courfe of a twelvemonth, is at rate of but two and a half 
in a hundred; but, in an African voyage, notwithftauding 
the old are excluded, and few infants arc admitted, not- 
withftanding the people are in the finneft period of life, the 
the lift of deaths preients an annual mortality of 43 in a 
hundred; it prefents tliis mortality even in veflels from 
tVindward Coaft of Africa; but in thofe of Benin^ 

andihe Calabm from whence the^reateft proportion pf the 
flaves are brought, the mortality is increafed hy a variety 
of caufes, of which the greater length of the- voyage is one,- 
and is faid to be twice as great, which fuppofes that in every 
hundred the deaths annually ^imount to no lefs than 86. Yet 
even the former comparatively low mortality, of which the 
counfel fpeaks with fatisfadlion, as a proof of the kind and 
compaffionate treatment of the flaves, even this indolent 
and lethargic deftrinSfi^n gives to the march of death 17 times' 
its ufual fpeed : it is a iicftruifion, which, if general but for 
ten years, would depopulate the world. Waft the ptrrpoies of 
its creation, and extinguifti the human race. After thefe 
proofs of the horrors of an African voyage, what Ihall wb 
think of the perfons who liave the confideiice to tell you that 
the conveyance of the Africans from their native laiKl, is a 
mercantile concern with which you Ihould not interfere, and 
while they prefumptuoufly caution yo|i againft an officious 
intermeddling, likewife tell you that you cannot be judges 
of the fubjeft — ‘‘ You form (fays tl>e counfel) your opinion 
« of the feelings of the negroes by thofe that belong td 
yourfelves ; a jniftaken -wd irtapplicablc teft; fot tliaugh 
- Voi., XXIV, P ^ 
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th<jir fpM migbt he mlferaU^^ yet to them the 

|;ircumftance$ of the voyage are not inconfiftent either 
vwth comfort or hapj>ineb.” Stronger ftill upon this 
point IS the language of the wxtnefs. We, whofe feelings 
have never known the hardening influence ot an African fun, 
naturally thought tliat if a man, be lus ccmplcxion what it 
may, be fuddenly torn from his family and friends, and be 
violently wrenched fiom liis narnt foil, his fuflermg muft 
l>e gteat ; and that, if to thcicafRi^Tlsons be added the perpe- 
tual lois of tieedom, his niiiciy nuiil be intenfe. ** Juft the 
reverie (lay the Witnellis) thediretff contraiy is the fa< 51 : ; 
the voyage iiom Afiica i« the hippie ft petiodof his life’" 

I Ihould almott be. tempted to conclude fi om the evidence 
tnebir; that the fetters on ihc hands of the Africans, and 
tiie irons on their Ittt, are intended to check tlic Wxld ex- 
preihous of tumultuous and liantic 103, lather than coun- 
teradl thi gloo ny put pedes of delpaii. Some of us imigined, 
Thit wh n to rhe burning atmofphere of the lomd Zoiieiiy 
uhled tin luftocating heat of nuinbei^ crouded into a narrow 
Ip ice, the fntfenng muft hudr-idlul; hut hete igun we weie 
miftaUen; lo much lo, ind^tc^ tint ihc vounfLl treated the 
/ery idet a^ ruhcnloufly ddicit^ ini' Imical ; a *d the wit- 
nelfes lay, that the additional warmth 1 the veiy thing which 
the Africans dHiu , they accept it a> \ bo ->11 ; t\v v lohcit it 
as an enjoyment. One would think from the tviden>-c at 
the bar, and from the nguments ol tlie counld upon it, 
that the folid pcftileiice, tlit. thick contagion, the tubltantial 
rotteiiiieft of an Afncati Ihip is congenial to the conftitution, 
md exhilarating to the Ipiuts of a negio. Could any thing 
xdd to the indignation we fed at /itch n ttudi^ LonduHtd in Jiuf 
a it would be the pt.pofte^ous argumtn a by which thit 
trade is \mong the|gentl'”inen who oppole this 

bill, there are lome who think its opeiation unlmndly to 
rhe mterofts of our VS eft I idi i lettlemcnts ; yet, even the^ 
whwiitbcy heard from the witneftcs (whofe teflimony olten 
acquired additional ftxength fiom the iduftaiice with which 
it was given) the ravages ot this remoildds tiadc, even they 
muft, I am confident, hue hit an earneft willi tint the ne- 
ceffityof thetrafiScdid not tMft# Maj I tlxen be pcimitted 
to point out to the W'‘eft India Icttlements, no^' prefumptu- 
oufly, but with anxious aifd ardent wifl^cs of then welhie, 
a line of coriduiSt that wouM foon fupeilede the- neceflity of 
the^ie^ro traflic, and promote, at the lame time, the intereft 
of thej^planteis ^ I tl^nk with them, thit in all legulations 
for the remedy of eviU of gieat magnitude, und of long 
eftabhflwncnU efpecially of thole with the exifttnee of winch 
the lights of ptopeity ire blended, th'* fpirit of refoim 
lUouid lie guided by a temperate and well-advifed zeal, that 

confiders 
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them, that in all fuch regulations of the African fradfr for 
negroes as not, like thofo of the prefent bill, confined to 
the mode of their conveyance, the provincial Legillatutes of 
our Weft-InAia fettlements Ihould undertake the condu<9: of 
the bulinefs. Now if, as the wifell maxims policy fug- 
geft, thofe Legiflatures Ihould impofe a tax on every negro 
imported, arid Ihould grant a countervailing premium on 
Creole Negroes, born in the Weft Indies, and produced in a 
healthy ftate, at the age of ten years, the iieceflity of new 
importations would fpeedily be removwi, efpecially if in aid 
of tiiefe regulations (the efficacy of which might otherwjfe 
he retarded by negroes illicitly imported) a regifter of flaves 
Ihould he eftablifhed, and a provifioii made that all who are 
not enrolled ihall be abfolutely free. To the provincial af- 
frtmblies who /hall tlius deftroy the aflerted necefliry, and 
therefore the exiftence of the traffic in human beings, im- 
mortal honour will be due, and ftill more ample will be theii 
fame ftiould they add to the liberal policy of this meafure 
the wife generous expedient of raifing their ‘negroes from 
a ftate of ftjivery to that of regulated vaflalagc; tJ;ey will 
tl#en be revered as the diftingui/hed inftrudlors ot their coun- 
try, and the friends and hciiefaflors of human kind.— -But I 
iiave wandered too far from the immediare fubjeft of de- 
bate — In the outfdt of my argument I ohferved, that the 
couafel has not only attmiptecrlo lliow that the fufferings 
of the negroes, in their pallage is merely ideal, and . the 
mortality too trifling for notice, but that the prefent bill, in 
profeffing to regulate, would really abolifli the trade. With, 
what fuccefs he attempted the eftablilhinent of his firft pro- 
pofition I have already examined, the other remains to be 
confidered. 

The bill j^ropofes to ena«5>, that the unmber of Africans 
who /hall be carried in any veflel flinll be reftridted by a rule 
that is founded w th^ joint confideration of the Cae of the 
veflel, and the a&ommodation with which it is furni/hed.. 
A more reafonable provifton, or one, perhapp, that, in im- 
poling a reftraint on the eftjgernefs of avarice, more 
ally confults the intereft of Use merchant, is not to be foilnd 
in the polity of nations. Yet to this provifion the witnefles* 
oUjedl as ruinous to their trade; for the French (fay they) 
our rivals in the African commerce, will be fubjedl to nox^ 
ftraiiu, and as tlie merchant beft unllerftands the ^nre of 
his own concern, and the mode of condudling it to advAnfage, 
their freedom oppofed to our r^ftrWiom wiH give theVn an un- 
doubted fuperiority ; a fuperiority that wdll be rendered ftfil 
more decilive by theTbounty which the French Cibvernmemt 
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To their firfl , remark, ^^That the merchant beft under- 
<< ftahds the meanti of commercial profit, my anfwcr is, 
that avarice, tluiugh always an eager, is not always a clear- 
fighted and well-judging paffion ; for under its government 
the probability of exorbitant lofs is often rifked on the 
flighteft profpeftof exorbitant gain, and therefore it is, that 
in the African trade, (a lottery of the woril Ipecies) the rules 
of prudence are often as much neglefied as the rights of 
humanity. On this principle then, tliere is reafon to believe, 
that the pnfent bill will not^ on rite whole, be injurious to 
the merdiant; but even the contrary luppofition is not a 
fufficient argument againfl it: for the legiflature is not bound 
to uphold commeicial profit at the expence of humanity and 
juftice* But tl)c French, our ancient and inveterate rivals, 
( fays the counfcl ) will poflefs thcmfelvcs of the trade 
“ which you relinquifli, and will thus fucceed to one of ibe 
principal branches of your naval flrength as well as of 
your commerce.** Does tlien tlve counfel conceive us fo 
ill informed on the fubjcdl as not fo know tiuit the trade to 
Africa has invariably proved, not tlio nurlery, hut the grave 
pf the Britilh feamen ; and that tlie number of our country- 
men, who are yearly farririced to this dreadful traffic, con- 
ftitute fuch a wafte of life as no commercial gain is able to 
pompenfate ? In this view of the fubjeiSl: tlien, wo have no 
reafon to dread the* induftil^ and entreprifing Ipirit of the 
Ff«iK:h ; but fliould we admit that, in a mercantile view, the 
national value of the African trade is fuch as the counfel has 
deferibed, what proofs has he brought that, in confequence 
of th^ prefent bill, that trade will be given to our rivals ? Is 
he not aware that of the 30,000 Africans whom our fliips 
anntoll^ convey, not more than one half is fold for the ufe of 
our own Wcit’^India fettlements. That moiety therefore, if 
we^choofe tOr^jretain the trade, is beyond tl'*e reach of hazard ; 
for’admitting that the reftraints impofed ihould diminifli the 
number pf negroes tranfported in each veTO, and that the 
price required by the merchant for thofe whom he does con- 
vey Ihould, for this reafon, he fanewhat raifed, it follows 
indeed, that the coll to the Britifli planter may be greater 
than at prefent; but it does not follow, nor is it in any rc- 
fpedl true, that the merchants of Frarice can feize upon the 
coETunorce, Nothing is in queflion, then,d>iit that part of the 
trade, Jeaft confide^able of the two, \yhich is carried on 
for the lupply pf Uip/oreign plantations in the Weft Indies; 
and even ^Jit part pf it, if the advantages. of a reduced inor- 
tahty vvf»igheiJ; is to no other diminution than 
th^t y^hk^. independently ot this hill, tnay arife from the 
: ' c • ’ exorbitant 



exorbitant' "premiums', ^ 

French goverument for the encourisigement of its 
Africa. F 

tlitherto I have argued on the fuppolition of the counfely 
that the trade to Africa will continue toTreceive the counte- 
nance and proteftion of the F'rencb, but there is reafon to 
think, th& ’'let the ultimate decifion of the Britilh .Lcgtfla- 
ture, on this hideous tiaflSc, be what it may, it^ exigence 
among the French will fpcedily be abolifhed. Already the 
heft and moft rerpe<Siable part of their great community; all 
philofophers, all their men of fcience, all their literary meiV, 
are carncft iu their wifhes for its extiruStion; and twoof the 
grcatert Miniflers her government has ever known, TL'urgot 
and Neckar, have recorded their fixed abhorrence of its cru- 
elty and guilt. A noble Lord, whole judgement on this 
fubjedl is undoubtedly the reverfo of theirs, fmilcs, I ob- 
ferve, at th? mention of literary men ; but allow me to tell 
him, that their influence mull: be great in a country in which 
ibe empire of opinion is all things. Already we have feen them 
accomplifl^ing more difficult events than the abolition of a 
traffic, whicli is not lefs difguiling to the reafonj than hate- 
ful to the feeling of our nature; a traffic which exiils but by 
human fuffering, and the gains of which are conftantly pot* 
luted with blood. Hus the noble Lord forgotten the fuccefs 
with which, ifi the perfons of the two great men 1 have men- 
tioned, they oppofed the avuhority of fcience to the ftern- 
nefs of power, and the redlitude of philofophy to the cor- 
ruptions of a Court ? Does he not know that they have 
adVually effected what none but themfelves have, at any time^ 
ventured to attempt; for within the domains of a cruel reli- 
gion they aljpe have rredled an altar to mercy ? Does he not 
know that they a 4iM<?have inftruQed tlieir countrymen to aflert 
their violated rights, and reclaim their, antient conftitution ? 
Does he not know thai to them it is owing, that at this very 
hour, to the aftonifliment of Europe, the voice of freedom 
is heard in the inmoft rtceffes of the palace ? Again I repeat, 
that let determine as (he will, the guilt and infamy 

of this horrid traffic will not long be endured in France^ 
Thus 1 have coafidered the Various objeftions that have been 
fiated to tlic bill, and am aflxamed to refledl: that it could be 
neceffary to fpcak fo long in defence of fuch a caufe ; for 
what, after all, is alked by thefe Ptgulations ? 

On the part of the Africans^ the whole of their purport ts, 
that thofe whom you allow to be robbet^^of all things. 
may not unneceffarily and wantonly be deprived of ine too* 
On the part of yoxxx feamen^ all that is fiiggeft(^ that 
after they have hazarded their live.s iti your ferVi^i and. 
fought tlie battles of their coun’rv, yott would not, wbirti 
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to unnecaBEiry 4e#th. 

To the hodttftir, to the wif^om, tb the feelings of the 
Hbwfe I nous' lalike^y appeal, perjefily confident that you 
not t^h'ote^ as Senators^ a traflSc which, as metuyau fiud* 
dtf t'i 6i>ntmflate\ and that you will not take upon yourfelves 
the relponfibility of this wafte of cxiftence. To the me- 
mory of former Parliaments the horrors of this traffic will 
he ^an eternal reproach; yet former Parfiaments have not 
known as you^ on the cleareft evidence, now known, the 
dreadful nature of this trade. Should you Ytjeii this billy no 
^rxertions of yours to refcue from oppreflion the fuffering 
inhabitants of your Eaftcrn empire; no records of the prol- 
perous ftate to which, after a long and unfuccefsful war, 
yon have reftorecl your native land ; no proofs, however 
Xplendid, that uiuler your guidince, Britain has recovered lier 
lanlc^, and is again the arbitrefs of nations, will fave your 
names from the Jligmaof evorlafting difhonour. The broad 
mantle of thisS one infamy will cover vvitli fiihftantial dark- 
nefs the rsdiance of your glory, and change to feelings of 
abhorrence the prefent admiration of the world. — Pardon the 
rifjipolltion of fo impofiible an event; 1 know that jiiflice and 
mercy are the conflant attributes of your c^arafter, and 
that the Inftre of their brightnefs is fuel) as wall endure for 
* even 

Lord animadverted upon the cruelties of the trade, 

which had to hh mind, been fully proved at the bar. He 
noticed the oppo£tion made to the bill, and reprefented it as 
of that nature which he hoped every gentleman warmed with 
humanity would condemn. Tf the prefent mode of carrying 
on the trade received the countenance of that Houfe, the poor. 

unfortunate African would not only doubly curfe 
ihe \ybtnb th.at brought him forth, but would doubly curfo 
thj?*Britiilt hatior*, whofe diabolical avarice rivetted the cliains 
of his, flavery and his miferies. He trufted that the honou- 
rable Members op'pofite hrm (Lord Penrhyn and Mr. Gaf- 
Cbyne) would urge no farther opj^fition to the bill, but that 
they would join with the Houle in an effort to enlarge the 
empire of humanity, and that while they were ftretching out 
the ftrongarm of jiiftice tjp punifh the degraders of Brilifli 
honour and humanity in the Eall, tliey would, with e<jnal 
fpiritju exert tMr pavers to difpenfe the bleffings of their 
protcOTf^n and liberty tg the poor Africans, who were ferv- 
. ,ing them in the Weft. 

W. Mr. comrnented on'the evklen and declared 
fuppbrted the bill. He pointed out what he 
as a variety com radtil ions in it. 


id i'M A&tcih Ihip, 
m t0:t»^^f6fed t6 ufdefs dangers, or be conftgned 


Mr 



Mr* Cibance}li)r.P/f>^ 

• in favour 6f jhe *motit>n flia4c by tbe Jbcwiiourahle 
(Sir William Dolben) and exprei&d his convi6lionr,i tbal: 
regulation proposed would not tend to the abolition of the 
trade, but if it did even gb to the abolition of the trade, he 


had no hefitation openly and boldly to declare, that t]*e 
trade could not be carried on in a manner dilFerent to that 


ftated by the honourable members oppofite him (Lord Pen- 
rhyn and Mr. Gafcoyne) he would retraft what he had faul, 
on a former day, againft going to the general queflion, and 
weaving every other difeuflion than what had, iliat day, taken 
place, give his vote for the utter anirhilation of a trade which 
was Ihocking to humanity to hear related, abominable to be 
carried on by any nation, and which refledked the greateft 
dilhonouf on the Britifh fenate and the Britifli nation. The 


trade, as propofal to be curried on by the petitioners, was 
contrary to every humane, every Chriftian principle, and to 
every fentiraent which ought to infpire the breail -ef man ; 
and, as fuch, he was determined to refift the prayer of tlte. 
petitioners, and give his fupport to the motion. He hoped 
that the Houfe, being now in pofleiTion of fuch information 
as never before was bronglit, would, in fome meafurc, en« 
deavour to extricate t hem felves from that guilt and from that 
remorfi whicli every man ought to feel for having To long 
fuffered fuch cruelties, iuch oppreffions, to have been fulFered 
by human beings, as IJritifl) fubjefis. He wiflied to afle 
gentlemen what muft be their tkJings, were half the unfor- 
tunate Africans now about to be purchafed by Britifli fiiips 
on that coalt, to fulTer the cruelties, and the deaths of many 
nl thole before fliipped. He was confident that the Houle 
would fupport him in any meafure to fnatch thofe unfortu- 
nate beings from the jaws of deftruflion, and from the iron 
hand of unlimited oppreflion. For fuch a purpofe he (houM 
propofe a claui'e to enforce the regulations of the prefent bill, 
if it flmuld pafs into a law, to be ftridly oblerved l!y thofe 
employed in the trade v^hich have already failed, if notice of 
theac^ could be proved to be given to them by a veflel which 
fliould be dilpatched from the Admiralty for the purpofe of 
affording them fuch information, and furniihing tliein, if 
poflible, with a copy of the a£k, By fuch regulation taking 
r:Te£l after cargoes were bid bn lioard for a greater .purchafe 
of flaves than the bill would allon^,* he was fully aware that 
a lofs would be fuftained by the fuflerers of fuch cargcSfCS. 
Such a lofs he computed to be about ten cent, andii^was 
extremely willing that it fliould be rmie good , to the mer- 
chants, and doubted not but that the Houfe would |»gree with 
him in fuch indemnification even if it went to percent, 
as the whole would not hi fuch a cafe (he Ijeliey^d) .^exceed' 
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or hfteen poutids, an obje£): of no con£dera* 

|« tion when the interefts of humanity were oppofed to it. 

|llr*M«rtin Mr. Martin declared, that the noble ientiments of the 
right honourable gentleman who fpoke laft, reflated ihe 
greateft luftre upon him, both as an Englifhman and a man. 

The Committee di\ided on Sir William Dolben’s propofed 
amendments; Ayes, 56; Noes 5* 

1 he other blanks weie then filled up, and the bill, with its 
amendmments, was ordered to be icported upon the morrow. 

The Uoufe adjourned. 

IVedneJday^ i%lh June. 

The order of the day having been lead for the Houfe to rc- 
folve itfelf into a Committee on the bill to piohibit tl»o ex- 
portation of bay tor a bmifed lime, the Sptakei luft the chair, 
and Mr. Drake took bis leat at the table. 

The queflion being pur, “lhat this bill be read a firll: 

time,** 

ferWIHiam ^\i H^tUiam Cun)righame ohfeived that hr wa*- of opinion 
that, probably the icarcity of hay about London would |)iove 
very great, noi Ids, perhaps, in \aiiouspaits ot England; 

E hut the fame reaion did not apply to thepait of CTirit Jiiitam 

fiom which he came. In Scotian I there war, laft year, a 
very plentiful ciop of hay, infomuch that hiy had lold theie 
as low as thirty shillings a load, and there was fo iiinch ftill 
on hand, that there was not a piobability of any deficiency, 
in cafe no luch bill pafled. bn William laid, his country 
had an exportation hay trade, not to Fiance or Spain, (for 
thofe paits of the continent lay too low foi them to export to) 
but, to the Weft Indies, where they aunnally lent Imall 
quantities. He meant, therefore, to propofc to Jl ive the 
Word Scotland out ot the bil) ; yet, at ihf: larnc time lie had no 
intention of dividing the Committee, oi giving any trouble, 
but being the only Men.bci fiom Scotland preltiit, he had 
thought It his duty to lug^ctt thefe lemaiks ; for whatever 
rralon the fouthein part of the i Hind had to apprehend a 
fcarcity, the northern pait was totally exempt fiorn fuch 
appiehenfions. 

The bill was then rcada firft t‘im'', and the Committee pro- 
ceeded to fill up the blanks, which having completed, the bilF 
with the amendments, ordered to be repotted immedi- 
ately, and as foon as the lion le was refumej, Mi. Drake 
made the n»port. / 

ilr Rob. The fame having be|p reported accordingly, 

Janth. &ir Robert Sfphh remaiked that he undeiftood the hill to 

be a tranfeript of a bill that he had himfelf brought in two 
years ago, but that he muft nevertbelefs oppofe it. When 
the bill was introduced two years ngo, we had witneffed two 




verj , 

to hay# -T^hora' it' was - a‘ w«Il- .,.^ . ., ,...,. . , 

<J©gree of fcai*city prevailed on the continent^, and thS^^S^ 
fures were adtually . going on for the purchafe and exportation 
of thegrdateft part of the little Hock of hay that remained in 
Kiigland, to Flanders, France and Sfiain, There was^ at 
that time, therefore, every reafon to dread afluaffamine, in 
refpe£l to fodder fot cattle. At prefeat, no fuch ftron^ 
grounds had been laid; but although the plea for the bill was 
iJie neceffity of tiie cafe, that necellity had not been pro v^, 
and the Houfe had nothing before them but the lopfe declara- 
tion of an honourable Member, that “hay would prove ex- 
tremely fcarce: probably hay might be dear at the London 
market, but that was by no means a confideration to govern 
the reft of the kingdom; and in many counties he WaVper- 
fuaded, there was a great deal of hay in hand, arid if re£refl>- 
ing rains Ihould fall, it might produce fuch plentiful estops 
of aftergrafs, that the inconvenience held tip as an objeiEl of 
fo niuch alarm and apprehenfion, would, in all probability, 
he fcarcely felt at all. Sir Robert added, that we had expe- 
rienced a very mild fpring, that the crops of turnips had, in 
confequence, been good, and that therefore the farmers who 
fed their cattle upon turnips, had not found much occafion 
to confuine and diminifh their flocks of hay. An honourable 
baronet, the reprefentative for the county of Surrey, he un-- 
derftood had oppofed the bill, when leave to bring it in was 
firft moved foV, but had withdrawn his objeftioits on learning 
that the bill contained a claufc, giving the King in Council a 
power to fufpend the prohibition, whenever itflicfitiM tothein 
appear that the prohibition need not be continubd. So. far 
from that claufe weighing with him in favour of the bill. Sir 
Robert faid, it was the ftrongeft reaion for his d raking it. 
The granting the King in Council powers of fufpeniion, was 
in itfelf highly unconftitutional, and fuch powers ought at all 
times to be reluilantly granted by the Houfe. 'I’lie more 
conflitutional way wi?i to leave it to the Miniller.to take off 
the prohibition at his own rifque, when he thought proper, 
and to let him juftify himfelf afterwards to Parliament, and 
apply for a bill of indemnity. In conc}uru>n. Sir Robert de- 
clared ihat he difepproved of bringing in bills of that imp6i> 
tant nature at fucl’i an advanced period of U'.e feihon, when 
more knights of fliires and couiHjy gentlemen weRs not pre« 
fent* Upon rhefe confiderations, therefore, hefliouldmove 
to recommit the bill, for the purpofe ^ moving in tht? Com- 
mittee, that the cla\ife granting the^bwer to ftifpend*TO0 pro- 
hibition to his Majefty in Ccuncil.be expunged, and then up- 
on the third reading, he fiiould take the fetife Jioufo 

whether the bill ought to'pafs into a law* f- 
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B L Aia, ISTy* tbs^t be eouU not avoid 

wbn%. teftifymg hU that che honoorable Barotiet who bad 

Aatod cnje<Stioris to tbe principle of the Bill, ihould have 
ch<^en cliat pahtcular flnge of it to meet it with reftliance. 
tf the hononrablc Baronet diiltked the principle, he might 
have oppofed it on the ftcond reading, or he might have pro- 
pofed any amendment that he had wilbcd to make in it, in 
tlie Committee. With regard to the honotnable Baronet’;* 
declaiatioti, that the granting powers of fuipenfion to his 
Majefty in Council, was unconftitutional, ]\e agreed with 
him; hut what could mark its being unconflitutional more 
Itrongly than the making an cxpreTs provifion for it in the 
bill i Inftead of gi anting th^ power to his Majefty in Conn - 
f il, the honourable Baronet recommended it to let the Mmif- 
teraftume the power without any authoiity whatever. Would 
any gentleman lenonfly contend that it was more conflitu- 
tronal or mote prudent to let the Minifter, at his diicietion, 
aiTtime tlie power of lufpenfion whenever he thought pioper, 
than fo grant It to the King in Conned fot a limited time 
expreffly ? The honourable Baronet had doubted the pioba- 
bility of theie bring a general fcarcity, and lamented that 
there were notprefent mote knights of the (hues. Forthi^ 

I l;ift circumftance, Mr. Sawbndge remarked, was equally 
concerned, becaule from the information he had received, 
both fiom dilRient parts of the kingdom, *inJ fioin many 
eotmtry gentlemen Witlt whom he had conveifed on the luh- 
♦ jeft, and the Information be had leceived from level al other 
quarters, he was convinced there would be a very gieatfcarcity 
of hay ; Indeed the fcarcity of hay was notorious, and he 
could not give a ftronger inftance of it than De\onfliir( ind 
the wefteiti counties, wlicre the greateft quantity of i uage- 
jierally '’Cl, and fiom whence he had been well infonuLd, 
theie was not a profpeft of any hay. Another cxtiemely 
paterial coufideiation W’asthc" little piobabililv of there being 
any great quantity of ftiaw this yeai. Oentlemcn well knew 
that, m many paits of England, farmers fed their hoifes and 
other cattle on ftraw mixed with hay. If therefore there 
was no profpe<5l; of much ftraw, it became neceffii y that the 
little hay we had, or were likely to have, fhould be kept in 
thc^ingdom for our own ufe. Mi. Sawhndge declared, be 
was as great an enemy to mohihitions upon the exportation 
of hay, di any othei article of export, as thehonouiabte 
Baronet. He was hr no means fond of injutK^ions upon 
trade. He well knew it was, geiieially fpeaklng, contrary 
to the intereft of a commercial country ; but when it did 
appear highly probable that there would fcarcely be hay and 
othei fodder fulBcient for our home coiifuraption, furely in 
that cale it was expedivtu to take care of ourlelveSi and not 

export 



expi!^ that whidi we «rwt« Anx^W 

fiance was the fimUar ikeatian of Flati4erii^ f and 
Spat^ m all of wh<ch countnes the profpea of fcaiticy, 
both m refpefi: to hay and ftraw, was equally great.. Upon 
theie confideratioos*, he honied the honourable baronet would 
wave h»s objeftions. At any rate, it was to be wilhedhe 
had n^ade them, when there was a full Hoafe, bccaufe he 
was convinced, that in that catey^Jiad he taken the fenie of 
the Houle, he would have found by far the majority of the 
Houfe in favour of the bilh Of this he could allure the lio- 
nourable Baronet, that amongfi all the^gei>tlemen to whom 
he had Ipoken upon the fubjedl, he had only met with two or 
thiee who did objefl to it, and the honourable Baronet was 
one of ilidt number. The honourable Baronet might recol-* 

Jftdf that the bill of a limilar nature that he had piopofed two 
yeais ago, had been obje/£led to by one oi two Met^iers^ 

Ml. obferved that he could anfwer foi the wunty of Mi Pyf^ 
Beiks, thatrhfy had a very lean ty hiy hirveft during the 
preceding yeai ; and that the prelent alibi ded no better prof- 
pedf. Jn lome paits of the county wheie forty<loads of hay 
ufed to be mowed, not above eight loads this year were likely 
to be procuied* 

Mr. gave the honouiable Baronet credit for his Prsk* 
good intentions, but was rathei fui puled at his oppofing the 
prtfent bill. Mr. Diake laid, he had theai fully feconded the 
honourable Baronet’s bill two yeais ago, and he was in hopes 
the honourable Baronet would rathei have lent his lupportto 
a bill exadlly a tranlcupt of liis own, than have oppoled it. ^ 

Sir Sm\th repr iced his objeftions to the biU, parti- Si» 
cularly to the claufe giving his Majefty in Council a power 
to lu(}>end the prohibiuon. Sir Robert concluded with fay- 
ing, that the bell way would l^eto put off the confideiation 
of the report to another day, by which means they fii^uld 
he able to come to a fan dilcuflion of it. 

Cpoi) the quefiion i^eing put, That thefe amendments he 
now read a fecond time,” the Houfe divided, Ayes, 28 ; 

Noes, j. 

Upon there appearing to be lefs than forty Members the 
Houle lepaiated. • 

Thurfduy lo/A June, 

The report of the hay bill wa^ taken into farther confi** 
delation; and being read a iecond tim^wa;s«)igieed to. Upon j 

the quefiion, “ That this bill be read a third time,” 

h\T Peter Burt el laid that he had remaiked, with CDncerOi Sir Peter 
that whenever an opportunity ofiered foi the landholder to ®*«*^^* 
promote his intereft, a bill was introduced to prevent Ins tak- 
ing a fair advani(age of it. In this point of view he ewfider- 
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ed the prefent bil^^ for whrch he fow not the leaft neceffity‘« 
Regarding iuthetwre as an oppreffion on the landholder, 
>Ahich\va& neither reqvnfite nor expedient, he Ihould move 
by way of amendment, that the word ‘‘ now” be omitted, 
and the words this day three months” be inferted. 

Air Duk<» Drake conceived that there was an aftual neceffity 

for the bill, and faw no preflure upon the landholder, not any 
other exeption to it. So far hom it, it was, m his mind, a 
peiteflly fafe bill, and an expedient and right mcafure, and 
the moie efpecially as the prohibition was limited, and the 
extent of its operation left to the difcretiou of his Majefty m 
Council. 

Sir Jamt^ yuhv/ione dedsLYed that in Ins opinion the bill 
jehmtouc. un^uftly to deprive the landholdei and tirmei of 

then propel ty. The Heavens, Sir James faid, had objected 
agnnft tfiebill, hy taming ever fmee it had bet n brought in, 
and lurely, it was the duty of tlie Houft to lubmit to fuch 
high authoiity. 

1 he original quefiion was earned. 

Mr. ‘The honounbic Mr. ^own/end then propoM to annex a 
Townicpd by way ot nder, enabling his MijtlU to allow the 

expoititjon of i lulHcunt quantity of hiy tolnjiply tht gai- 
rifun of Gib alt-‘r. 

1 he rl iiife w as received, read a firft and lecond tim^, and 
no teed tw), 

Thf bill w is then pnlled, and iinimdntely oulered to be 
c iniecl to th^ I oids. 

The Houk adjutnned; and no debate occurred until 

2^tb Jane, 

When the Spcnl had ft ited to the Houfe, tliat the Louk 
had made bscial amtndraents iii the inteiludc legulaiing 
bill, 

Mr Shei Mr* Sh) rtv/tiuftcl tint hf ftiouH be able, without tref- 
pairing too long mum the patience of the Houle, to induce 
tljtni, in confujufoce ot th^:. few rtmaiks which he muft 
Ing lfa\e to make, to poftpone the conlidciation of the 
am ndmcnt‘ to the lull in thr other Houle. The noble Lords 
v/ho pioi oUd tlum l( med not fo have been iware of whit 
they wtu about wlitn they fuggefted rliem, oi to liavt at all 
ronfidcied how far they cou^be con nedted with the ot he i pairs 
df the bill. 'The bill haa gone out of then Houfe, (as the 
Speaker well Tcrltew) yl)in of cenei il regulation, and it come 
hAiflk in fuch a ftate. as believed no bill had ever before 
been i ^tuincd mto that Ilou^e. '1 he noble perfonage, who- 
ever lie was, that had made amendments, appeared to be 
polfolif'd of lomething hke a dramatic mmd, and to have con- 
veitrd'thc hdl into a perft 61 haiLq iinadc, foil of theatrical 
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fliifts and chang^s^ The p«eamblk ef«the btll ^ 

notwithftanding the wbolefome regnlapons, provided hy 
the afis in beings divert perfons had exliibited^ in certain 
<< houfes and places licenfeJ, operas, burlettas, pantomtoes^ < 
muitcal dramas^ and other tneatncal and dramatic j^eriSpr* 

“ mances and entertainments, contrary to the true intent 
and meaning of the faid afts, &c. &c.*’ This preamble 
the noble aniender of the bill had prefervcd, without the al- 
teration of a fy liable, although he had inleiled in the fub- 
fcquent pages ot the bill, clauies to authorise Hill more houfes 
to pertoi in pantomimes, mu fical dramas, ^nd other theatri- 
cil or dramatic entertainments. In Hiatt, in confequence 
of the amendments, the whole bill was not only rendered in- 
congiuous, iiKonfi/lent andabfuid, but as it Hood, it went 
to .iffL(5l private property to a very confiderahle amount, and 
to d^Hioy lecunty that had been cftahhftied for moie than a 
c< ntuiy, on the fandlion of pailunientary faith, in a manner 
that he was ptrfuad<d that Houle would never con fen t to, 
btcaufe that fionfe would never do fo violent an aft of iiijuf- 
ticeto indiMduals, as to injme their mofl efientiail mterefts, 
without affording th^ m an opportunity of being heard by them- 
felvcsor their counltl in then defence. Juft as well might 
the Huufe confent To a hil! Iieing biotight m to abrogate and 
annul any other grant cf the crown; toi inftancc, il fioin 
motives of private pique and perfonal refentment, a bill ihould 
be iniioduud to tak»‘ away a Ccita*n giant of one fliiliing 
duty upon tneh chaldion of coals brought into the port of 
London, w'hi».li was appiopiiated to the ufe of a noble indi- 
Mdual, c\ti\ man of Iibciahty would fpuin at the uncandid 
fuggeflion, and letule to do an aft; of fuch glaiing injuflice. 

He therefoie had not a doubt, but that the lloufc would con- 
cur in his morion, “ "1 lut the confidci ation of thefe amend- 
ments be poftponed » ) this day three months.” 

The Speaker put the queflion, which was agreed to umni- 
noufly. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

ThuiJd^jjy ztih June» 

No debate occurred. • 

FtideCy^ 

Sir ^ohn MUier rofe, and addifSlTed the Speaker thus * sw 
As 1 cannot believe any man will dispute the necefSty of Mill 
eilabJiftiing certain determinate ftand!iids for all weights, 
and meafuies employed in this commercial nation tobepre- 
ferved inviolably, and to be ufed upon all occallons; fo 
that no deviation from them in future difturb and 

perplex 
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ideast cn^t^^iorfilexities m de&lings^ and rttbje< 5 lt the igno* 
i*ant and tjuawsdry to frauds and ahufes ; I therefore give no* 
ticc^ thai; early in the next ftffion of Parliament I fliall 
move for a Comoiittee to confider and report the expe- 
diency ofeftabliftiingone general jflandard of freights and 
< meafureS; tobeobfrrved throughout the kingdom.” 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday^ ^mfdaj^ fJUnefday^ and ^hurfday^ihe ^pthofjuncj^ 
and the i/?, id^ and ^d ofjuh* 

No debate occurred. 

Friday^ ^th Jtdy. 

Sir MUlfr faid, he^ Ihould make a motion, which, he 
ttuftedand believed, would meet neither lUih ohjce^ion nor 
* loppoiition from any quarter whatfoever, be ing liiric* elle thaiii 
a mere tranfenpt of one that had been made and compl’ed 
with in 1765. An account lud according! \ been fuinifhed 
by the Bank of England in that year, agreeable to that mo- 
tion, and that account he now held in his hand : it nmounti A 
fo the immenfe fiim of three million, feven hnndied and 
tw^ty^nine thoufaiid pounds, and he fliould not be at all iur« 
priied, confidering the piodigious inrreafe of the w'ealth of 
this country fince 1765, aruTconfcqunifiy of its lawluits, 
\i the dead caih and fecurilics iivthe name of the Account- 
ant General of the Court of Chanceiy, now m the keeping 
of the Bank of England, Ihould, at this dav, piove to be 
double that fum. In 1763, an aft of Parliament was pafFeJ, 
authonfmg the Comt of Chancery to place out at intereft 
in the public funds,” the fum of eighty thoufand pounds', be- 
ing part of fuch dead cafh, for the purpofe of augmenting 
the fdlaries of the eleven Mailers in Chanceiy, with two 
htipdred pounds per annum, eacli for fo long only as no part 
of tha|: fwm Ihould be behindhand, and wanting to the faid 
fuitors, but fubjeft to a iccall of fuch depofit for the indem- 
nification of faid (nitors, Ihould the fame at any time prove 
necefiary. No fuch'fteceffiiy lias, fince that period, occurred, 
or was ever likely to occur. But, Sir John <aid, he was very 
certain that manjr millions of money would be found lying 
'dead in the Bank, alike mi^rontahle to the fuitors and the 
public* To dcmoiiftratawliether he was founded or miftaken 
in this alTumption, yas the objeft of his piefent motion.— 
When the &nk aecoont Ihould be upon the table of the 
Houfe, Parliament would be warranted tp examine and to 
exererft its own judgeipent ^hereupon. He had not, he faid, 
tnade up his mind rapefting farther proceedings in the bufi- 
fiefs;^ but, if fontc propolltions Ihould not cospe from quarteis 

more 
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moreentightetied and of ibnds higher authority thjMi 
• lie certainly Oioutd trouble PerUament at a l^tuiis tinluai tffth 
iome opinion on tbtsiubjed^, when the fian^. account AtouM 
be under the eye of the Houfe. 

Sir John then moved, That theie be prepared^ in order 
to be laid before this Houfe, eaily in the next leffioii of 
Pailiament} an account of the annual balances of the dead 
cafti and fccurities in the IJank of England^ belonging to 
the fuitors ol the Court of Chancery, from the tft of Oc- 
« toher, 1739, to the 25th day of March, 1788, diftin* 

«* guilhing the dea<l cafli from the ftcurities in each year, 
togcthei with the totals ** "" 

Ml. Martihj ha\ mg previoufly obft 1 ved that the honom- Mr MuUi 
able Baionct hid fhct^n him the motion lince he came down 
to thehoule, «ukI ciflvt.d h m to fecond it, added, that he roie 
foi that pnipoft, but, as he knew nothing of it, hemuftbeg 
Iravt to ifl'ive to himlelf the right of oppofing it, m cate 
ht Iho hlheai an) arguments which might incline him to 
mitgiiie that it meiitcd an oppohtion* 

Mr. Oiuic^lor Pit* k marked, that he felt himfelf left m Mr Chm* 
jgnoranct w uthci ihe motion was (uch as ought ‘to pafs 
not, as ill honourable Baronet had not fhewn any ground 
tor It, or t\pl lined why he made it It appeared to him, 
thattlr* inciion would hold out an expeftation that there 
I lum of money cvpible of being applied to public utes, 
which he thought bv no meins expedient, unlefs it was ftated 
previ mils, that iuch a fpf cihc (urn aiSlually was in the hands 
of the Bink. He wiftud, therefore, at leaft, that ihe mo- 
tion might be poilponed, t^ll tunc had been allowed foi in- 

41111 ). 

Sir John J^TilLr faul, when the motion was complied With, Sir John 
the Houle would be able to lee whcthei there were any Luge Miller 
fums of money of the delcriptionhc had given lying dead or 
not. It tlipie ibould not appt u to be any luch lums m the 
Bank, no harm would be done, \eiy little laboui would have 
been loft, ind the papei would lem un upon the table for the 
latisfaftion oftheHoufe. 

Mr. Oidi believed that fuch a motion had never been fo Mr OrOc. 
introduced before. When motion had been made in the 
year 1765, it was with a \ icw to fatisfy the fuitors m Chan- 
cery, and to convince them that there was money enough 
belonging to the Court lodged in t^^Bank to anfwer all their 
claims. At preftnt, there had been no application from tJie 
fuitors to the Houfe, nor any other ^pund v hatever laid 
for the motion. 

Upon putting the queftiou^ the motion was negatived* 

The Mafters in Chancery having brought down the fla\e 
tranfportation bill, with a meflage that tlie Houle of Lord<i 
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bad agreed- to the faipe> with amendments, and the qneftion 
being put, " That the Houle do now take the faid amend- 
ments into confideration/* 

Mr. Sleek moved, That the confideration of the faid 
amendmentis he poftpo'ned till that day three months,” 
which was unanimoufly agreed to. 

Sir Williayn Dolben then moved for leave to bring in a new 
bill for providing certain temporary regulations, refpeding 
the tranfportation of flaves in Britifli ihips to the WcJl In- 
dies. Leave having been given, Sir W'illiam Dolben bmuglit 
in the bill, which was read a firft time, and on the meticii 
“ T’hat it be read a fecond time,” 

Mr. Camon faid, he liad a petition to prefent from Mr. 
Tarletort and oti.'er gentlemen, the de legates of the African 
merchants of Liverpool, praying to be heard by them lei ves 
orcounlel ngainil the lull. 

I'he petition was^ upon motion, ordered to l>e brought 
up ; and having been rv ad, 

Mr. (Jirmon moved, That the faid petition do lie on tlic 
tabic, and that the petitioners be allowed to he heard again!: 
the bill, by tliomicives orcounfel. 

Mr. Ciiancellcr oblerveJ tliat, for Ins own jiart, 
fhouUl willingly aiLsit to the prav-T, that the* btni ti^ion 
do lie on the table and yet he miift pet hi} in ( biec- 
tion agarnrt the lomaining words, ‘"ihat the petition^T' h-^. 

heard by themfjves or ilieii counfd again!! rh ; I):!!.” 'iT.e 
bill that had been jutl bi ought in, and read a firii lime, wiw 
eflentiiilly the lame wifb that which had been iLnr fiom the 
Moulc of Lords ; but, in order to avoid the dilculTion of ^ c’'- 
tain queflions, w'hich nniit arife in ronfecjiu nee of foiiie cf 
the amemlrnents made by their Lonlfhips in the hill, it was 
iiiual, in luch cafes, lor the Houfe to introduce a bill of 
their own, iubitai tialiy the fame as that fonlfrom tlie Lords. 
As far as the aniendiTicnts went, the bill was varied from the 
bill which was carried originally from that J loufe; but then, 
every oneof the nlti rallvrns iv-ndered tlio hill more favourable 
to the intereius of the petitjuncr, than it wa'^ when font up 
from that Houfe. 'J'he moil material new claiife, was one 
appointing commiflioners to innuire into the claims of fuch 
merchants as fhould incur lolfes ni confecjuence ot the ojie* 
ration of the hill, and to j^fefs the degree of comnenfation 
to be made. 'Lhe id-^av^ntlemen would recollect, was not 
new ; for, he bad himfS^f ftated it to the Houfe, when the 
bill was under clifc/fJJion ; 'but as it could not be carried into 
eiledf before the next feflion, he had not tliought it necefi’aty 
to put it in the bill. Since, however, other perfons elfewherc 
bud thought it neceffary, he was glad theclaufe was inferted. 
To that cl-iufe, however, the petitioners undoubtedly could 

not 
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not objefl, fince it was a claufe direflly in their favour.— f 

Indeed, the only claufe on which the petitioners laid any 

ftrcf^, was a claufe in favour of fome perfons under contraft 

to furnifti a certain number of flaves for the King of Spain ; 

and thefe individuals, if no fuch claufe were inferted, would 

become fubje6l: to pay certain penalties, in confequence of 

their obedience to the bill. The tuunber of Haves which 

tliefe contraflors were to fupply, he underflood to be from 

three thoiifand to fcven thoufand a year, and the number they 

were bound to put on board their fliips was by no means fo 

tunny as had been the general piadlicc of the trade, though 

it was not poffible foi lliem minutely to comply with all the 

ieflri^Ttions of the bill. It did not, tliercfore, appear to him 

unreafonabk, to except the peiTons holding that ccaitra^l 

from the principles of the bill ; hut, how the mercliants of 

inverpool could contend, that their interefts were aftedled 

by th^r claulu lulative to the perfons under contrafl, he was 

Jt a lofs to imagine. L'nder thefe circiiinflanrCsS, therefore, 

he law no reafon whatever for hearing couniel ; and when 

what had p.iifed in that Houfe already, and the danger of 

Jrhy at tiuit period of tfie fcflion, Vvas confulered, the con- 

<iui5I of the ojipoi'ers of the hill ought to be watched with 

ioine caution :\ud jealoufy. I'lie Houfe had an undoubted 

light to conti/iuo to ha the inafters of its conduft, and, in al]L 

c.ii'cs, to decide whether it would hear petitioners by them- 

ii hes or counfel. Where any real ground for hearing coun* 

i'ei could h<‘ Ihewn, tlui Houfe never would refufe granting 

fuch a prayer, and he would be the lallman to advife fuch a 

jv-fi.fal ; but wlieie theie was no fuch ground, as in the pre- 

fera inilance, he Trufled the Houfe would not confent to hear 

coimfel. 1 ic fliould therefore move to leave out the latter 

u;^rt of the motion. 

Mr. Goir:jyn€ deoLued that he felt himfelf in a very auk- Gaf- 
vvaid lituation. He hid never heard, rill yoflerday, that 
there were pcri'ons holding fuch a contrafl as that alluded to. 

Hu had then heard a lu Me Lord, very intelligent, and par- 
ticul.uiy in matters of trade, ftate the claufe that now made 
:i part of the bill, and he had only juft been informed, that 
ti e gentlemen of Liverpool, v^ho were concerned in the Afri- 
can trade, ohjefted to that claufe^s materially afte^^ling their 
interefts. He was ready to confVs, that, like the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, in his own priV^^ opinion, he did not 
think the monopoly granted to the cahtraft* holders, could 
ferioufly interfere with the intereftsof tb# African merchants 
in general, and therefore he could have wiflied that the pe- 
titioners might be allowed to be heard by counfel, in order 
that they might make out theit own cafe, and eftablifli that 
to the conviftion of the Houfe^ which (as they who muft he 
VoL. XXIV. R the 
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the beft ]mlges of it, declared it would) he believed would 
opera-te as iu\ injury to the interells of the peliiioiiers. 

Mr.Camon Gamon hiid, that, on the principle of humanity, lie 

was ready at all limes to go as far as the honournhlc l>a»o- 
net who introduced the bill; but it was a new bill, and by 
no means the lame with that whicli went out of the Houfe: 
iii.fvU^t, it was a perfev^ Proteux ; open it one wav, and it 
was a bill of liuinaniry; open it another w:iy, and ir was a 
bill of opprefifion. 'I he petitioners felt it in the latter point 
of view; they could Iielt judge for iheinlelv’c-s, and had an 
undoubted right to be lieard by fhenifdves or coufifel. 

: The (jueition was put, and Mr. I'iit’s amendment car- 

ried. 

Mr. Gamon Mr. Cixm^^n then informed tlie Houfe, tli.itlie Iiad another 
petition to preient fiom Mr- St:})he:i Fulier, age it lo th'.; 

’ ijlanJ of |amaica. 

The petition vva<:, upon rre-.iv' d an,d n-rd. It 

contained general argiiincnUs iiL. mil tliebiii; Aating, lh:u it 
had been declaied that tlic \vb * of the ijvellkai cd the il.ive 
trade ilioui cl be reforv^-a h r dt roniuleration ne\l k’i“ 

Ijon ; and that in coufequenre oi ad\' the dt hs- 

fo late as tlie 25th of j\pri] lad:, tl'** iK tinonr^r Ihul gu 
reafon to apjjieliend ai; irnuvr. of til ll.ivc.v, in coiiic- 

ijiience of palling inch a bill as lUc. pi '’.t, wliicli would 

c'rulanger the lives of twenty thuid '.iui ’ It;; inn.'ilnirints in 
the ifland of Jamaica alone; it the lefoH’ | y.d, th.it rlu* liiil 
might not pals, and that the pctllioner niighl be heard by 
cc'uulcd agrfpid it. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then made the iamc motion of ameniF 
ment as liefore, vrhich wascariied. 

'idle cpteDicn was then put, I h.n llv. hill lie now re^d a 
fccond limed' 

^ Mr. C:;:.r- Mr. remarked, that he ftill dif. j>pi'ovr d ot tlio 

bill, notwilliftnnding tlie jiains that had been raMsiv.ithit 
in another Hbufe ; uorcoidd he avoid contending, tiiai if it 
did not quite ruin the uad y it would fo cramp a:id tarter it, 
ns, in all probability, to throw it into the hands of onr na- 
tural rivals. If, rherefore, he luid been a Member of tlia 
Ollier Houfe, he/liouid liave ej,irered a written protcll ngainif 
it; but that not Iicing the cafe, he could only protcll againic 
it, in words, which he dicliftiolf heartily. 

'The bill wins then re^^ffccond time, and amotion made, 
1 hat it be cotnmitt^that day to a Committee of the wiiole 
Houfe.'^ r 

•dVofrur Mr. Chancellor P/tV mentioned his defign of moving a 
* * elan fe for certain bounties to the merchants, which had been 
pp-hed ip another Houfe; but he intended to carry the prin 
cipie of theclanfe fomewhat farther, to wdiich he cone ived 

no 
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no gentleman would obje6l. His claufe aimed ajFeflually to 
encourage the prefervation of the Jives of the flaves, by en- 
acting, that a bounty of one huiuhed poumls Hiould be paid 
to every merchant in whofe fhip, during the voyag.: from 
the coafl of Africa to the port of difcliarge, the fnortaJjty 
Ihould not extend farther than to two Jlaves in a hundred*, and 
a bounty of fifty pounds to the furgeon of tiie laid fhip, and 
allb a bounty of fifty pounds to tlie niei chant in whole fhip, 
during the fiid voyage, the mortality Ihould not e'ctcnd U - 
yond thiec in the hundred, and twenty -five pounds to the 
furgeon. 'I'hefe bounties, he hoped, would produce a good 
eilhcd: ; as it had appeared from the evidence, that hitherto 
the low ell avi'i age amounted to at lenll JT:; lu cver#luindix-d 
Saves. Hut, as tiiis bounty-claulc would .■iTecl the public 
purfe, it would he necelTary for the Iloufc to relolve itfelf 
into a pievious Counnittce ot the whole I Jouie- for tlie con- 
fiilr-ratjon ofceiUin bounties to lH*grmtrd ioi the!)et:ter re- 
gulation of the iiave trade, in wlucli Comnniriee he ihould 
ii’fOve, that it he an inJlruvStion to the C'oinmUUe on the hill 
to r.coivc Inch aclaufeashc liaJ ftaled. 

7 he IhHii'e ]uL\in<>:, uj)on motion, refolded itfelf into :i 
fjominirtee, (iXfr. CullK'rt in tla* cli*^ir) ivJr. Chancellor Pitt 
inOi’'cd liis inUi uedion. 

^i'heChaii man liaving madeliis repoi t^as foon as tl)t; Houle 
was j j funu d, the I loule relblxu^l ilfcil into a Committee ot 
ihe whol'-’ Houfr liuon that hill, anil In that (^JImuILlce Mr. 
Pitt moved h»s houiity-clanlc', and alio moved to leave the 
xvords by Jetters patent,” out oi the dauje apfiolnting 
CoinmifiioniM's to inquire into the claims ot ih.e uiei chants, 
and alfcfs the quantum of enmpenfation, ohferving that it 
w-is hcUiu* to nam-^ ih-’ tlirec Commifiioners in the lull- — 
\\ itli their content, therefore, l\e named Ihooke Watfon, 
SamueJ i]eacdici(dt, and William Ivoe, I'd'quires, (the firll a 
^^einber oflhe Houfe, and the two latter Ciommitfioners of 
Public Accouius) to which nominatian die Committee ai- 
fented. 

I'faving gone through the bill, ?VTr* Gilbert reported it to 
the I Joule, and the bill, as anieiuled, was ord ered to be en- 
groflbd; after waiting for fmne time for w^hich, the bill was 
read a iiiird time, and ordered to be carrii'd to the Houle of 
i^isrib l?y Sir Williai?! Oolben\^ The Houle adjouniej to 

%hurjday^ 

Sir Wiiliam Dolhen mavle a moti^^ for leave to bring in 
a new bill to regulate, for a limited time, the Ihipning and 
carrying llaves in Hritifti vcflels from the coafl: of Africa. 

Tltc refolution of the 4th inftant wa:i reaJ^ and Sir Wil- 
liam Dolbcn then pr-efented the b.lh 
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The fame wes read a firft time, and on the motion> That 
It be now read a fecond time,’’ 

Mn Gafcoyne brought up two petitions againft the bill, 
one from the merchants of Liverpool concerned in the Afri- 
can tiade ; and the other from Mi Williams, praying to be 
heard againft the bill by counfeh The petitions were read, 
arfd otdered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Gaf- Mr. Gojcoyne faid, that after all the trouble both Houfes 
^yae* had taken, the amendment did not lender the bill lefs objec- 
tionable than it appeared to him to be bctoie it fiift went out 
^ of that Houie. He ftiould therefoie diflent fiom it. 
'Mf.Gamcn Mr. obfeived that, a. far as the pi inciple went, he 

went witjut, as no man was more lincertly a ft lend to the 
caufe of humanity ; but the bill contained two claufes, which 
it was impoflible for the Houfe to underftand, without lome 
difculEon; and thefe weie, the compenl ition claufc, and that 
containing a provifo in favoui of the conlia^^l ot Meffrs. 
Dawfon andCV with the King of Spam. If, tlierefoic, the 
Houle did not til.e time for the difcuflion, but were willing 
piecipitately to pifs It through Its fe\ eral ftages, without dc- 
bheiation of any kind, he fhould ronfidtr it as hij> duty to 
move to leave out the word now,’’ and inltrt ihe woiJs, 
thi^fhy three moritlis ” 

T he Houfe divided o i the queftior, That t’ e woid m o 
ftandparc of the motion.” 

Ayts, 35 ; Noe^ 2. 

Tellers. Sa Wilhun Dolbcn, Mr. J. Matin, Mr. Gaf- 
coyne, Mr. Gamon. 

The h II w^as then leid a fecond time, and the Houfe im- 
mediately afterwaids ufolved itfelf into a Committee upon 
the hill, (Mr, (jilbert in the chair) when fevcral amendments 
Wf le propof' d and agiced to. Among ctliei s. an amendment 
was moved by Mr. Sherid in, that the turgeons employed on 
boaid the Afncag veflels, fhall feverally have been attefted 
as hiMug undeigone a regular e\amination at Surgeons Hall, 
which was agieed to. 

The bill hiving palled the Committee, was lepoited and 
ongroflfd, and then hiving been read a thud tunc, was fent 
up to the Houfe of Loids by Sir William Dolben. 

The Houfe adjourned to / 


If fday^j/hoth July, 
When no matenal ddjyJte occurred. 

riidayy lubjuly^ 


Tlie Have-trade bill, which had been rend a thud time, 
without a diljpnticnt voice, in the Houle of Peers, was 
brought back by the Mafteis in Chancery, and immedi.itely 

. leturned 



returned to the Upper Houfe, th;it it might receive the 
Royal Aflenttt 

This being given, and the Speaker of the Houfe of Com^ 
mons, accompanied by levi^ril Merabeis, attending at the 
bar of the Houfe of Lords, His Majefty made the following 
fpeech from the Throne . 

Lof ds and Gtntlemen, 

IN the prifent advanced feafon of the year, and after 
the lahoiious attend nice whicli the public bufinefs has re- 
quiied ot you, I think it neciffiry to put an end to the 
p.elcnt iclhon of Puliiracnt. I cannot do this, without 
cKpu fling the fati faftion with whiclvl hive ohfeived the 
uiiilorm and d I gent attention to the welfaie of my p ople* 
which ha^ appealed in all your pioceedings.'** 

‘‘ Genthmcn of tK II vfe of C ommons, 

1 he chcaifulncfs and liberality with which you have 
qt anted the necclfary fupplies, demand my paiticular ac- 
know le Igc •iients. It muft ifFord you the greateft fit s- 
faction, that you h'i\e been enabled, without any addition 
to the buiden*' of my people, to provide tor the exti xoidi- 
nir\ cMLMie^s of tlu Inil year, in addition to the cuirent 
dcnnndsofthe punlir fervice, and to the fum annually 
jp[ ropiiatt 1 t > tlie ic Jurtion of the national debt.*^ 

Afy Lofds and Gej:fl(men, 

I fee with concern the continuance of the warbetweeii 
Ruflia and the Poi te, in which the Jh mperoi has alfo taken 
a pirU But the general flate ot l^urope, and the aflii- 
rinces which I receive from foreign powers, affoid me 
eveiy rraion to expert that my fubjeils will continue to 
enjoy the bLflingsot peace. 

1 he engigements which I have lecently entered into 
^ with my good brother the King of Pruflia, and thofe with 
the States General of the United Provinces, which ha\e 
alieidy been communicated to you, are diredled to this 
objeft, which I have uniformly in view, and they will, I 
truft, be pioduflive of the happieft confequences m pro-' 
nioting the f curity and welfare of my own dominions, and 
contiibuting to the general tranquility of Europe*” 

1 he Lord Chancellor, having hrft received dircflioiis from 
HiS Majefty, fud, 

Afy Lo> ds and GtntlemeVj V 

IT IS HisNlijefty’s Royal will^nd pleafure, that this 
Parliament be prorogued to Thurfd^^the 25th dayofSep- 
tern ■‘ti nc\t, to be then here holden ; and th»s Parliament 
IS accoidingly piorogued to Ihurlday the 25th day of 
September next.” 

The King then rctned ; tb^ Commons witlwlrew ; an^ the 
feflion doled. 

An 
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a8 Nernefis Large repair In hand Sept, 1788 . 4190 2230 6420^ 

Sloop Atalanta Large repair In hand March 1788 1240 — 1240 

Bomb Vefuvius i a rge repair In hand Feb, 1788 1220 — 1220 

'44 Janus / 'fwrffhiyl Dec. 1788 6-400 2^oo 9100 
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^ This is a niiftake of the cop) ing clerk, which is not in the Editor’s power to icflify* 



A* 1788* 


Deptford* 

Woolwich, 

Chatham, 


Shr'^rnrfs. 

PortUiioutlu 


Plymouili. 


D B 

On WORKS of tU YARDS! 

To building a houfc for the fecond affiftant 
Towards carrying on a new maft pond, and 
wharfs on the new ground - ^ • 

To building two maft-houfes, with a new flip to 
join thofe at North fide of the t>outh maft 
pond drain - > - 

To building an additional bay of boathoufes to 
join the others - - • 

To laying the floor of the new laying houfe 
Towards bnil’ing a new rope houfe 
To coinpleating the new hatcnellmg houfe 
To compieatmg the new tarring houle 
To complcaling the lu w boat houfes, and flip 
To com pleading the new offices foi the officers 
I'o hnilding i leet running of flone wliaif, at 
North lide ot tht fall Fond 
To b' I 1 ng j feet 1 mining of ftone whatfi be- 
t^'t tilth" Lmding HnMv and South Dock 
To bi iKimg t;o f tt imuiing of ftonewhart, on 
tub of Boat houfe Channel 
To bUildcng 50 ktt lunning of ftone whaif on 
tlir* Noith lidc of tlu 4 houle Channel 
I'o compieatmg the joiik 1 s’ iliops anvl houfe car- 
peiUf I s’ looms unde: them 
T o building tlic boat floiehoufes and cabins 
To buildtiiu the non ftorehoulcs and cabins 
T'o ( on» pleat tar North flip on the new ground 
Touaids carrying on 70 feet in length ot whaif 
wad, on the halt fide of the Maft Pond, with 
onu w ill fox fomiing iht* locks foi inafts, and 
two bays of plank houfes over them, includ- 
ing the expece of digging the rock and rubble 
To blowing and levelling the rock at WhlCe^ 
Houle Hill - - - 

Towards buildinj^ the North pier and wharf 
and part ot the new dock, including theex- 
pcnce of diggmg tlie lock and rubble 
Towauis making^ pairof gates for the new dock 
To repairing the timber wdrk, and carrying on 
the whaif wall of the South middle jetty 
head 

Tt) cranpleat the paving of the maft houfe flips 
with Purb<« k pdehers 



S 30 

7006 




290 

S90 

10500 

1630 

830 

1380 

600 

6450 

10400 

2050 

2050 

2070 

5670 

5070 

3460 

» 


2770 

830 

1 1850 
1600 

6200 

2110 


88820 

trouglit 



134 


Lambeth. 


RcJ-IIoufe 


^WtfAfUENTAHY A. .1788 


Brought over - - 

To compleat thedigging away the rock for build- 
ing the North eaTt new rigging houfe 
Towards building the North caft new iigging 
houfe - - - 

Towaids building a wall> blowing away the 
rocU &c, at th‘ EiR fule of the Vlaft Pond, 
to form the road m fiont ol the plank houle® 
over the locks . - - 

Toward* Auccomg part of the fiont'i of the ma- 
iini hairailfs at Stonchoufe, with corapoli- 
tion mortar . - - . 

Tovvirds building a huge houfe for tli^bargis 
l)t longing to til- \(lmirali.v and Navry Oftices 
wah ipiitimnt" o\ci paitofthcm, toi the 
biigemaft^rs autl a flip to extend down to 
low Walt! maik, the kates of tlie pielf-nt 
boufcN Lt ng ex piled, and int< ndt 1 to be 
guen up - • « 

To Iniildii'g 1 tajihouii md an oflue for the 
Cleikofrhe viith a icpoiitoiy lor 

books on the viflualiing picmdts 


*,• 

88820 

60 

5460 

870 

460 


800 

500 


96970 


Grand total for the fhips, brought forward 508000 

Grand total 604970 


ABSTRACT. 


foi t' r (hips in his Majefty’s yards Hulls 405610 

Rigging and floie 83030 

Cot a /hip m Merchant’s yard Hull 17000 

R ggujg and ftoics 2300 

Towards the improsem'^nts m th^ yards Vi« 51 :udli]jg 
prcinife^, iScc. - • 

Giaiid total 


488640 


19360 

96970 

604970 


Vi7. 7 he fum of fix hundred and four thoufand nine hundred and 
leventjr pounds. ' 

Cha. Middleton, J. llenflow, Cico. MaiOi, Geo. Rogeis, 

ABSTRACT 



A. 1788. 


^0 %wMwm 


ABSTRACT of the Ordmary Eftimate of the l^avy for tlii* 

Year iJSS* 

To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiflioners for 
executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great 
Britain, the CominifEoneis of the Navy, with their £, j. 
Seuetanes, Ofiicens, Clerks, Inlliiimenti and Con- 
tingencies relating theieto — 56730 14 I 

Superannuated Sea Officers — 31482 17 11 

Penfions and other Allowances — iob04 16 ii 

42087 14 10 

Chatham — 4200 <; o 

Deptfoid — 3585 18 o 
Woolwich - 4057 16 o 

roitlm^ulh 6126 10 o 
Sliuinels - 2434 8 6 

Plymouth - 4946 7 8 

25351 5 ^ 

Muller Mafter and oiIk 1 officers of the out polls - 4508 6 il 

Wagi s> to fliips and vefftlb in oidin uy — 7650^ 2 6 

Victuals to office is and men Li VIP 2; theicin — 3^96 7 6 

Charge ol harbouu mooring, and huboui iiggmg 6^870 o O 

Ordinary lepaiis ot Hio M i)i.ily’i» Ihips in liaibour, and 

of the docks, whins, buildings, \e« — 216445 o o 

Half pay to It I offiei *s — — o O 

Bounty to cliaplamb — — i'>3i 17 6 

Oiclinary chaige ot the vitfluailing eftabliflimint 29135 17 1 

Ordinary chaige oi hek and huit ftatmn — 6150 7 0 


Total of the ordinary eftimate of the na\y 

for the year 1788 737 no 12 ^ 


Ai 







JLtt AccoiNnt of the toul Met Produce (paid into the Exchequer) of 
fhe Duties of Ex^ife ; the Duties ou which fhall have amounted to 
loool. or xnor^ between the 5th of January 1787, and the 5th of 
January 1788. 

iC* 

England 6018923 it 3 

Scotland 206704 o o £• s. d. 

6225627 II 3 

Perpetual Duties 
England 601180 o o 

Scotland 16000 o o 

■■ — ' - 617180 o o 

Annual Duties 


Total 6842807 II 3 


G. J. Cholmondeley, 
D. Papillon, 

W. Lowndes, 

M. Buiicll, 

M. Whilli, 

H. Revcley. 

Excife Office, London, 

April 23d, 1788. 

Webb, Acconiptant GencraL 


An 



A. 1788, 


'A'T 


An Account of the Total Sums paid into the Exchequer, between 
the 5th of January 1787 and the 5th of Januaiy 1788, on Account 
of the Stamp Duties ; didinguilhing the Sums paid on each Tax. 


Comlolidated Stamps 

• 

£■ 

602,494 

s. 

12 

d. 

s 

Infutance 

• 

96,516 

iS 

I 

Bumls, S.C, 

- 

4,268 

J5 

7 

Bills of Exchange 

- 1 

81,131 

n 

4^ 

Receipts - - 

• 

41,470 

8 

2' 

Hats 

- 

95,196 

9 

It 

Plate - - - 

. 

22,707 

16 

H 

llorfe n-'abii*’ Licences* and R-ice Hoifcs 

4,328 

9 

10 

Pull I lories 

- 

169,410 

12 

9 

Quick Medicines 

- 

11,018 

7 

z 

(\ itificUt :: foi killing Ciamc 


45,898 

16 

3 

Attoinu a’ J^iccnces 

- 

00 

18 

0 

Pawnbrokiis Licences 

- 

4,393 

7 

10 

Gloves - - » 

- 

12,199 

12 

3 

Pcifumciy ^ - 

- 

*3»243 

I 

1 1 

Judges’ Duty, Scothnd 

• 

1,096 

4 

I 

Apprentice Duty 

m 

7,226 

5 

2 


1,168,185 10 8 

Stunp Offire, 

April 23(1 7788. 

* r. LLOYD, pro Comptr. 


VoL. XXIV. 


T 


An 



A. 1^88. 


Alt Account of the net Produce of the Duties of Cuftdms, Exclfe, 
> Stamps, and Incidents, between the 5th Day of April, 1786, and 
V ;the5thl.)ay of Aprd, 1787; and between the 5th Day of April, 
i .'1787, and the 5th Day of April, 1788. 


fixcife 

aumps 




I N C 1 1-5 E N T S. 


3aU, 5tl) 

'Addit’oiv’J diUVi [(. h V\ y, fr-’O 
0 ijto, a : d J u iH', 1 7 ? 

7 OQ per wct’K letter irjuut y, fil |ine, t-tr 

■a J®Q ty,^ 

Srd««tTs, 2 5L}iit)d. itOj — 

Proffers, d.i'd — 

oS kvl-' , do. 

3Li«t'lcr moiuy, dn. — 

Alum mintts, tio. 

Co^mpofiiio j duit , dd. — 

Alkuation d -tv, «' »• — 

«ud s, J<i. — 

Kifint of 4i )i Ift Itouib — * 

Kitit 'idvo^ liiUtS, d '). •— 

iSdji per !dj cm piMifions, ; 4 tli Jimc, .711 
IS, dedufl on f« 5 lniir«-, "ni.Npii' 175 S 

Houllis and v.itidovvi, ic'tli Oct. 3760 

Hoiik's, -tb ^pn', 177^ — 

ati'I pfvil TS, :3d Jnn<*, 1710 
Hisckac) coa^!jL*s, ift Auj^ulk 1711 

S^:ilo r 7^4 

|;feivkm and pc*dl.. i a 3 ■ j uly ,1785 — 

l^rrt uu'is <)(•''(. .-Ictgv ~ 

^It, id Amjuit, ^ 785 * 
rtjRniliS of the — — 

Mejj ferv.. IS, J777 (arrr.n .) 

'^wo-whrcl oarriaiics, — 

^Vtr-wheal do. — 

ditto — — 

0^ ftrvanrs, do. — 

^mslc di:io — — 

Sforfts, ditto — 

|iopVj ditto — — 

fifdu*, ditto — — 

dfeiV "»»»><> J 7*7 — 

d’Q}< lewcir money* anno 1787 

to' Alt, ditto — — 


Total of incidents — 


9 A 


Total of culloms, cxriftr, Oainps, find in 
cidents 
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4'.:4cz.19 5 < 5 ^ 

0(' 201 ; s 
11550-0 9 pf 


9903 T4 io| 
X3 16 4 

az69o 6 9^ 

103710 4 4| 
6891 18 7! 

783x6 6 10 

27414 14 7 i 

89964 X 10 

4,427 7 o 

12163 I I 4J 

773 10 3^ 


1783. 
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3 '-“T 


lU 

408470 

0 

6 

— 

1 i > iao 

$ 

4 

136542 

16 


— 

•575 

0 

0 

1454 

7 


— 

9 '<H 

6 

fi 

1 tZ ! P 

'5 

4 

— 

12979 

0 

0 

xcjbi; 

0 
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*3 

11 

1088 

13 

ir-J 

— 

6413 

9 

3 

5164 
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[U«r, the 28th day 
April, 1/88. 


JOHN HUGHSON. 





A. 1788. 




An Account of the Total Produce of the Duties and Cufloms; 
tinguifliing, as far as poflible, the grofs and net Produce on 
liipa rate Article, the Duty of which has amounted lOOO 

more, in the four Quarters preceding the 5th Day of January 
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A. I ^88* 


Net Revenue, fub- 
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Giofs lUtieipt of 
Putie$. 


Drawbacks paid or 
payable on £x« 
poitdtion. 
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tainDrawbaeksi 
and allb to tfm 
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Rtmiins unaccounted for ^ 933^5 ^ 6 Which Sum arifes on 

fmall AiticicSy the 
Duties whereof did 
not Amount to 
£• 1000 on each* 

IiifpctStor General’s Office, THOMAS IRVING, 

Cultoin Houfe, Lon(ion, Infpedtor General 

28th Apul 1 788. of the Imports and Exports of 

Great Ih^tain* 



VA Ktl AWlN t A R Y 


A. 1788 


m 

Xn Acomnt of the total Sums paid into the Exchequer, between the 
5th Day of April 1787, and the 5th Day of April 1788, on Ac- 
count of the Duties on Stamps; diftinguifhing the Sums paid on 
each Tax. • 
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Stsunp Office, 

Apr^S9th, 1788. J. LLOYD, pio Compt. 
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A. 1788 . • D E B S, 


An Account of the total Net Produce (paid into the £xctiei|aer) 
of the Duties of Excife ; the Doties on which lhall have amounted 
to loool. or more, between the 5th of April, 1787, and the 5th 
of April, 1788 


£’ 

England 6,121,186 15 8| 

Scotland 247,002 8 

£• s. d, 

6,368,189 3 8J 

Perpetual duties 
England 603,123 

Stotlaiid 1 7,000 

— — - 620,123 

'\nnuul malt, &Cj 

Total 6,988,312 3 8| 

• 

N. B. Before the nth of May laft, when confolidation took 
the net protluce of rates on feseral articles taxed at the fame tiflMk 
made one fubfidy, and was paid into the Exchequer accordingly in the 
aggi 1 ga'e; thetefoic no account can be rendered of the net Produce in- 
to the Exchequer, of many ai tides feparately, before the iithAi&y* 


G. J. Cholmondely, 
D. Papillon, 

W. Lowndes, 

M. Burrell, 

St. Brookfbank, 

M. WhiQi, 

H. Reveley, 

J. Olmius. 

Excifc OlLce, TvOiidon, 

April 29th. 17C8. *, 

James Webb, Accomptant General. 
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PARfl^AlillSrTAltT 


A» 1788* 


M/tovAceoutft of the total Sums arifing from the Duties on Inhabited 
1 ( Houfes^ under an Aft of the 24th of his prefent Majefty, which, 
Jn pUrfuance of the faid Aft, have been paid over by the Peifons 
appointed to receive the fame, to the Receiver General of His Ma- 
jefty’s Cuftoms, between the 5tli of January, 1787, and the 5th of 
Januaiy, 1788. 
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- Jolin Hcibtrt - 

- Paul Morgan - 


Aubone Suttees 
Do. 

John Ford"^ • 
joieph BeivMck 
bir B. Biidees, Bait. 
Fiancis OoW) - 
S iniuel Francis 
Samuel Crompton 
Mtimaduke Conftable 
(ieoigt Cooke 
John Fold 
Edmund W tlkin:> 

Do. 

Rii hard Rofe Drewe 
Do. 

1 bonus Walkti 
(''b II les Hutchings 
Willum Piflicr - 
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0 

2^90 0 

0 

40 0 0 

0 

ib<^oo 0 

0 

2200 0 

0 

2100 0 

0 

19 0 

0 

2l'’o 0 

0 

3400 0 

0 

230 0 

0 

1000 0 

0 

1500 0 

0 

550 0 

0 

*^^00 0 

0 

ii8t; I 

5' 

300 0 

0 

400 0 

0 

2324 4 

5 

2100 0 

0 

176 0 

0 

300 0 

0 

478 0 

It 

15CO 0 

0 

2000 0 

0 

3000 0 

0 

Leiceftec 



A. 1788. 

0 16 A' t''t ’ 

% < 


*787. 

* Rogers R tiding 

Anno 


May II Leicslior 


Do. 

- Do. 

1780 

70a 6 

12 York 

- George Cook 

1785 

lot X4 

14 Huntingdon 

• Oalely Rowley 

• John Bilcmn Weft - 

Do. 

*37 

16 Heittoid 

1786 

7111 0 

2 1 Kf nt 

- Sir B. Budges But. - 

Do* 

8000 0 

Suuey 

- John Fold 

Do. 

5000 0 

23 South 

- Ktcr du Bulflbn 

1785 

100 0 

Do. 

- Do. 

1786 

2700 0 

24 Lincoln 

- Thom IS F}dcll 

1784 

192 19 

Do* - 

- Lxecutois* oi H. B. 
PaiLV - 

1785 

3S^ *7 

?{ Norfolk 

- Rogci Kcinlon 

Do. 

392 13 

Su*J£V 

- f >hn bord 

1786 

2000 0 

26 Tambridg andFK Cbiifloplu.! Pen b iton 

Do. 

2000 0 

4,0 Title rord 

- John Cam 

Do. 

1300 0 

j I Y ork 

- Gtoiyc Cooke 

1786 

4900 0 

Dt^oa 

- RicUud Rofc D»cwe - 

Do. 

1200 6 

Yolk 

• Maimaduke Cuivftable 

Do. 

2000 0 

lacictflei 

- Rogci <1 Riuimg 

00 

1 

Junfc I T 11 ihr 

- Jolin Cm giou 

Do. 

X13 z8 

2 D« I by 

- Sunucl Ciomptou 

1786 

<;oo 0 

\\\\h 

- F Jmuiid W ilkin» 

Do, 

5000 0 

S itf(dk 

- J. mtsOikcs 

r>o. 

2060 0 

Sal ip 

- lhom«is F\tou 

Do. 

1000 0 

Diiiiuni, &.e.. 

- a\iibo»ic Surtt 8 


07 0, 

Do. 

- Do. 

1786 

360 ot 

7 T»^ k» 

- |ol n Deane 

1783- 

$00 0 

Do. 

. Do. 

1786 

3000 0 

8 Dtiby 

- Samikl Cl miptoa 

178s 

728 9 

Suiuy 

- John Fold 

1786 

4000 0 

Q D^ vron • 

- R!%.hiid Roll Dicnt • 

ijSc 

1786 

300 0 

Do. 

- Do. 

1400 0 

12 LllU iftfT - 

* John Grc<»lon 

Do. 

8500 0 
•1885 0 

S mtiftt 

- Janus Coles 

Do, 

13 (xliinoii, n 

- Fdin uid Tiaherne 

1783 

162 19 " 

14 Lincoln 

- Baithob»Pi<w CUypon 

1786 

3OOO 6 

S ilop 

- Thomas 1 } ton 

Do. 

rj?o 0 

t ^ Suiuy 

- John 1 Old 

Do. 

2000 0 

16 Yoik 

- Marmalukc C’untbblc 

Do. 

Jtooo 0 

19 btadbid 

- f rant Cobb 

Do, 

1500 0 - 

20 Wales, Noith 

-BaiLotd 

'78; 

14s 0 

Do. 

. Do. 

1786 

800 0 

22 Salop 

- 1 ho nag Egeiton 
. W il « *u MitTord 

Do. 

238 8 

Suffex 

1786 

5000 0 

23 Lincoln 

• Thou IS F>dtll 

Do. 

2300 0 

28 Monmouth 

- Paul Moigan 

>78? 

2 Z2 l\ 

Do. 

- Do. • - 

1786 

500 0 

Noifolk 

- W^iiliam Fiihcr 

Do. 

2000 0 

Hercfoid 

John Cam 

178; 

200 a 

W\k8, Noith 

- John Ilerbeit 

Do. 

JOI tl 
ipoo tf 

July 2 Derby 

- Samuel Cjomptoii 

- C. L. Willmm 

1786 

3 Londoni 5(.c. 

Tkt, 

StOOOO 0 

. 

U 1 





> 4f H Y-' 


A. 1789. 



. '' ' 

Anuo 

X- 

j. 

d. 

c Northam.andRut, T, W. Partington 

1786 

2000 

0 

0 

10 Devon 

- Daniel Hamilton 

1785 

700 

0 

0 

Do. 

• Do, 

1786 

1300 

0 

0 

13 Glamorgan 

> - Edmund Traherne 

Do. 

1500 

0 

0 

14 Lincoln 

- Thomas Fydell 

Do. 

450 

0 

0 

17 Oxford 

• Thomas W alkcr 

1784 

20 

7 

3 

19 Bucks 

- Philip Box - 

1786 

400 

0 

0 

23 Glouccftcr 

- Sir John Guife, Bart. 

Do. 

2000 

0 

0 

a6 Warw^ick 

- I'liomas Little 

1786 

7 S 

13 


27 Dorfet 

- Francis Steward 

1786 

500 

0 

0 

Do. 

- Do. 

1787 

500 

a 

0 

ft 2 Wilts 

- Thomas Phipps 

1786 

J300 

0 

0 

Somerfet 

• Charles Hutchings 

Do. 

1600 

0 

0 

Do, 

- Do. 

1787 

400 

0 

0 

3 Cornwall 

- Charles Raflilcigh 

1785 

188 

*7 


‘ 7 Eflex 

hhtt Ycldham 

1786 

1000 

0 

0 

Warwick 

- Thomas Little 

Do. 

coo 

0 

0 

9 London, &c. 

C. E.Wilfunn 

178,^ 

775 

16 

6 

Hereford 

- John Cam 

1786 

500 

0 

0 

■ l6 Nottingham 

- George Mafon 

Do, 

2000 

0 

0 

Cambridge and Ely ChriuophcrPembf’rton Do. 

500 

0 

0 

*0 Glouccftcr 

• Sir John Guife, Bart 

• >78? 

350 

0 

0 


Derby 
% I I^eiceftcr 
15 Suftblk 
Kent 

57 Northam. and Rut 
29 Worcellcr 
Do, - 


guruiitaMif ofcV« 

9^8 Cheftcr • 
Worceftcr 
er X Huntingdon 
as i^Tbrfolk • 
“3 &:c, 

? 9 Someir^d^^ 


Do. 

Samtfel Crompton 

Rogers Ruding 

John Spink 

Sir B, Bridges, Bart. 

T, W. Partington 

jofeph Berwick 

Do, 


3O Devon 

- Daniel Hamilton 


Do. 

800 

0 

0 

31 Wilts 

- Edmund Wilkins 


1785 

90 

0 

0 

Do. 

• Do. • 


1786 

500 

0 

0 

Derby - * 

• - Samuel Crompton 


Do. 

700 

0 

0 

5 Wales, North 

• John Herbert 


Do, 

1000 

0 

0 

6 Staflbrd 

- Francis Cobb 


Do. 

1000 

0 

0 

n Do. 

- Do, . 


178} 

34 

.4 

3 

13? Surrey 

• John Ford 


1786 

4000 

0 

0 

Salop 

• Thomas Eyton 


Do. 

300 

0 

0 

ao Hereford • 

- John Cam 


1785 

126 

15 

i| 

’ : York 

- George Cooke 


1787 

600 

0 

0 

Oxford 

- Thomas Walker 


1786 

1000 

0 

0 

44 Somerfet - 

• Charles Hutchins 


1785 

165 

1 

M 

York . 

- Marmadukc Conftable 

1787 

1000 

0 

0 

a 5 Cornwall 

- Charles Rafhleigh 


Do. 

coo 

0 

0 

.26 iJurham, &c. 

• William Surtees 

• 

Do. 

0:0 

0 

0 


H, Cotton 

J ofeph Berwick 
)vvfcly Rowley 
Roger Kerrifon 
Aubone Surtees 
C. E...WiJfonn 
JiiM Coles. 


300 o o 
500 o o 
1(3)00 o O ‘ 
500 o o 

2 500 O O 

500 o o 
600 o o 
1800 o o 


800 o o 
151 4 if 
400 o o 
1000 o o 
167s o o 
50000 o o 
j 6 o o 
So^i^rret 



A* 1788* 13 C 

• i 7 » 7 - 

BATE % 

Amo 


Oe%bci 9 Spmerfet 

- Jmes Coles - 

m 

1786 

§72 0 

n Lantillcr 

- John Gr^fon - 

• 

Po* 

2000 0 0 

2 3 Devon — 

- Richard Kofe Di ewe 

- 

Do, 

800 0 0 

27 Huntingdon 

- Owfely Rowley 

- 

Do. 

2000 0 0 

29 FUcx - 

- Robe It Andrews 

- 

Do. 

2000 0 0 

Do. 

- Do. 

- 

*787 

)ooo 0 0 

Nov, 2 Doifet - 

- Fi iiicis Steward 

- 

1786 

^00 0 0 

Do. — 

- Do. 

• 

1787 

1000 0 0 

6 Somcifti 

- C h irles Hutchins 

- 

1786 

100 0 0 

Do. 

- Do. - 

- 

1787 

2100 0 0 

7 Devon — 

- Rich'll d Role Drewe 

- 

1785 

71 8 4| 

8 \\ ai w jck 

- Thomas Little 

- 

1786 

900 0 0 

10 C umbel land, Matthtw AtVinfon 


1787 

580 0 0 

Do. - 

- Do, 


Do. 

2OC0 0 0 

ork - 

- Gtoige Cook 

- 

1786 

2iJ0 0 0 

Do, - 

- Do. 

- 

17&7 

2 po 0 0 

Sourli imptcn 

I ]ohn Jennings 

- 

Do* 

^400 0 0 

12 Northani. and Rut. 1 . W. Partington 

- 

Do. 

1900 0 0 

Do. - 

— Do. *“ 

— 

1786 

1400 0 0 

16 Suttolk — 

- ](»hn Spink - 

- 

Do. 

188 I 7 

C/loucel 1 1 

- Sir J. Ginie, Bart. 

- 

17S6 

1200 0 0 

Nottint^ham 

— GeirgcMafon 

- 

1787 

1000 0 0 

17 Glouetlitr 

- Sir J. Guift, Bait. 

- 

178? 

140 0 0 

Do 

- Do. - 


1787 

1000 0 0 

19 Bcatoid «- 

- fohn Miller 


178? 

1 6 8 

Do. - 

- Do, 

- 

1786 

405 11; I 

Do. — 

- Do. 

- 

J787 

350 0 0 

20 Su^lolk - 

— John Spink - 


Do. 

1000 0 0 

Kent 

- Sii B. Biidges, Bait. 

1786 

1 300 0 0 

Do. - 

- Do. 

- 

1787 

6200 0 0 

Dt rby 

- Samuel Ciompton 

- 

Do. 

1000 0 0 

23 Lucefttr - 

- Rogtit Ruding 

- 

1786 

1000 0 0 

(. 01 luv all 

- k hailr*) Rallileigh 

- 

1787 

2000 6 0 

24 ] iFex *- 

- John Ytidham 


Do 

2000 0 0 

S iftolk — 

- limcDOikes 

- 

D). 

2400 0 0 

26 York - 

- GeoigeCook 

- 

Do. 

4500 0 0 

27 Heitfoid - 

- lohn Balchen Weft 

- 

1786 

485 0 0 

\\ xltB - 

- Thomas Phipps 

- 

1787 

XOOO 40 0 

29 bilop - 

- ^otmikt Davies 

- 

1785 

3*1 » 6 
600 0 0 

Norfolk 

- Will am Fiflier 

- 

1787 

Berks - 

- John Deane 

- 

1785 

4S9 *6 xo 

Wales, South 

- reui Du Buiffon 

- 

1787 

xooo 0 0 

Dtc. I Wilts 

- F Imund Wilkins 

- 

1786 

200 0 0 

Do. - 

- Do. -- 

- 

1787 

900 0 0 

4 Cambridge and i? ly Chullophci Pcmbciton 

1786 

$00 0 0 

Do, - 

- Do. — 

•• 

1787 

XJOO 0 0 

7 Suffolk - 

- John Spmk 


Do 

iSoo 0 0 

b Hereford 

- )ohn Cam * - 

«• 

1786 

300 0 0 

Do. - 

- Do. 


1787 

600^ 0 0 

Lincoln - 

- Ihomra Fydell 

- 

Do. 

206*^ 6 9 

xo Derby 

- Samuel Crompton 

- 

’ *785 

4 * < 

Durham, €tc. 

- William Surtees 

— 

» 7«7 

^ 2200 0 e 

13 Otford - 

- Thomas Walker 

- 

178s 

1000 0 c 

Ox&K 



.1^ PAJULIA MENTAR Y A. 1788 . 

Anno s. rf. 

13 OYforJ - •• Thomas Walker - 1786 xooo o o 

Wilts #- Edmond Wilkins - 1735 * i lo 4 

Doifet - Fiaucis Slew aid - Do, W+ ^ ^ 

Wauviek - Biyan Tioughton — 1786 800 o o 

T4 Sulit\ - - William Matoid - D >. 276 11 i|- 

Soathainjiton John Jtnii'n^s - 1^87 i 0 O o 

AVondiei — Joltph Berwuk - 17)6 30'>4 o o 

17 Norfolk - - Rooer Keiuioi - T'i^, 1000 o o 

Siotlaiid - - Hon, Kvitii Stnait - J >0. 4000 o o 

18 I nnbnliind, &r, Matrhf w Ail infon - Do. ^7 9 

AJ( im/ oth - l^aul Moi'»in - lydj 500 o 

\v K - - G<oHe('»oke - 17^ iB 27 It 

S 1 jj> - lho»’ia I* ‘ton - Do. 1250 o o 

t Ut \ - - HMli 1 A/]irloid 178*1' 4000 o O 

lilt >ln — 'fat m Ivudl - r* »6 6 8? 

ro f J - - C)bl “ Df», 10 6 

D « — I 'o. — - [ ; > 7 2 ; 0 o 

— — I lumjas pps ~ i7V> 8 

Haiv\jv.k - Br^.in Tirn*oiron - ^ 7 pjo o o 

k ati h iJ < and riv Dan iphci itiu* 1 o "» 

SwMfV - lolin K»i(l - , 4 JO (j o 

Jl Nodolk - - U ihi i 1 - 1 > 1 , u s> 0 ) 

B iks - - J hi 1 in - J' ». ^ J O it n 

i htj^ti - - li, ( • ( ofon - D 4'*/) 18 * 

D*>, - -Dj, - ^ 1^7 3 ;)) 0 '^ 

York - -Mannihk Conflabk Do. 4J00 o o 

Noifolk ~ — R<;;;ci Kfnihm - Do, 10 o o o 

Lancalici - John Cuglun - 17 >6 600 o r> 

Do, - - Po. - - I'S; 4000 o 0 

Uales, Noith - Jk'll ldo\d - - i oo o o 

?7hd, 

1 Oxford - « Tlionns W ill c r - Do, ^o.) o o 

4 l^ondtn^ &V.. - C. t. Wdlonn - r;^(» 19000 o o 

Oxford - - 'I hnmw \\ diktr - i/'O ^00 o o 

Salop — — Tbjims F}ton - Do. 400 > o 

Do. - - Do. - 17S7 1000 o o 

% Stfruy - JolnFoiu - 1786 ^00 o o 

Do. -* - 178^ 200 o o 


Tot «1 5^0990 TO 


John T nch..id, 
Diiud Bull, 
lohn Exmt*;, 

OiTioe for Oc )n,e Blount, 

7ih ApiU, 1 Towncb Luititll. 



A. 1788. 




Eftimate of the Charge of defraying the Civil Efl;ahltfl»m<^nt of the 
Province of New Brunfwick, in America, from tlie a4th of Jonc^ 
1788, to the 24th of June, 1789. 


The falary of the Lieutenant Governor - - lOOQ 

Chief Juft ice • - 5CO 

Salary to three AfEftant Judges^ 300^ each - - 900 

Attorney General - - 150 

Secretary, Reglfler, and Cleik of the Council - 250 

Naval Officer - - lOO 

Surveyor (General of Land$ 150 

Agent . - • - 150 

To ftipenJ.® and allowances to Minifters • - 6cO 


To dll allowance on account for unforefeen contingencies , 500 



ssisa T*'ARnLraM,ElNT ARY 

. f S' . - ' 

A. 1788. 

An Account of the Net Produce of all the Taxes from the 5th of ja* 

nuary, 1786, to the 5th of January, 

1787; and from the 5th of 

January 1787, to the 5th of January, 

1788. 

1787. 


178'^, 


Cu/^oms -i^ ^ 


iC. 

4063314 7 

d. 

• '1 

3714477 i 

J. 

0 

. £xciic •— — . 

— 

.531114 a 

io4 

02:56>7 11 


Stamps — 

— 

11:51464 XI 

.oj 

ii82u6o 16 

<0 

INCIDENTS. 

Sail, 5lh April, 17^9 — 

1 - 

241855 4 

io| 

8.- 461 10 

j, - 

AcidxCioual duty, /oth May, T7S0 

. — 

6C465 3 

7 i 

21615 7 

3 

Ditto, 22d [one, 1781 

70-^1. per week, letter money, lil June, 171 1 
a.3C>ol. per week, ditto, 17S4 — 

— 

62934 0 

b 

xziSj ij 

9 


36400 0 

0 

13500 0 

0 

— 

ix<j6oo 0 

0 

4370O 0 

C' 

Seizures, ditto, 1760 — 

— 

4442 14 

7 

5429 13 

9 

Proffers, ditto — — 

— 

63s 16 

11 

661 9 

2 

JFiiies of leafes, ditto — 


6073 15 

4 

6676 6 

4 

Alum tiiiiKs, ditto •— 

— 

960 0 

0 

96.2 0 

0 

Compofftions, ditto — 

— 

2 10 

0 

2 13 

4 

Alienation duty, ditto — 

— 

135* '5 

4 

^413 15 

4 

Pines and forfeitures, ditto 

— 

iL-) 0 

0 

140 ' 0 

0 

Kent of a light houfe, ditto 


6 15 

4 

IS6 13 

4 

Rent ot Savoy lauds, ditto — 

Letter money, ditto — 


95000 0 

0 

9 ^000 0 

0 

tfd. per Jib <m peniions, i4»b June, 1721 
|S. dedu^. on ialaries, 5th Apiil, 17^8 


<;-,3.'0 0 

0 

4 1 1 00 G 

0 

— 

29410 16 

f )-5 

32102 6 

? 

J-lovifes and windows, 10th O^ober, f'^CS 

— 

414050 J 3 

4 

411021 19 

"J 

•Houfcs, 5th April, 1778 — 


Ja >470 

ux 

140081 5 


Hawkcis and pedlars, 5tli July, 1710 

— 

10^5 0 

0 

^^54 7 

K » 

Hackney coaciies, ill Aug. 1711 

— 

9324 8 

It 

13219 is 

4 

Ditto, 1784 — — 

— 

11979 0 

0 

14269 0 

0 

Hawkers and Pedlars, 5th July, 1785 

— 

2070 13 

XI 

i4‘%S J3 

I r ! 

Virft fruits of the clergy — 

— 

6413 9 

3 

' f >4 a 

lo^ 

JBalt, ill Augvift, 1785 •— 

— 

1 zooo 0 

0 

3 ’>00 0 

0 

, Tenths of the flcigy — 


9903 14 

loj 

“'<95 t6 

4 

Male fcrvaiits, ditto, 1735 — 

— 

645S6 18 

6X 

97912 0 


Female ditto — — 

— 

1 906 I 1 9 

o| 

33964 6 

8 

Four-wheel carriages, ditto — 

— 

86407 14 

X 

^34511 13 


Two-wheel, ditto — 

— 

18595 16 

8-{ 

50046 19 


Horles, ditto — •— 

— 

72448 0 

-2 

110885 1 

9 i 

Waggons, ditto — 

— 

8446 18 

1S530 15 

z 

■ Carrs, ditto — 

— 

48S7 0 

ok 

11191 X z 

"I* 

. Shops, ditto ^ — 


32796 6 

7 i 

64265 I 

1 

Haufes aud windows, ditto, 1727 

— 

773 10 

3 

8 z 0 

9 l 

Male fervanls, ditto, 1777, arrears 

— 

20 19 

0 

4 *7 

4 

Confol. lerrer money, ditto, 1 787 

— 

0 0 

0 

ppooo 0 

0 

Ditto fall, ditto — ^ 

— * 

0 0 

0 

2??469 7 

Jl 

Total of cuftoms, cxcifc, damps and inci 


1613661 15 

1x38951;, 1 

: 4 

X8C0969 7 

119x^34 17 

Sk 

Jl 

dents — — 

• • 



— 1 



' Exchequer, the qd Day 

of April, 1788# 


JOHN 

HUGHSON. 



A.i 78 g. D E B A T E S. 



■*'153 



pahliamentahy 


A. 178S. 


# * 

An Account of the total Produce of the Duties of Ciifloms, diftin- 
guilhingy as fnr as poflible, the grofs and neat Pioduce on every 
leparate Aiticle, the Duty on which has amounted to 1000 or 
upward:*; between the 5thDay of Apiil, 1787, and the 5th day of 
April, 1788. 


s F I c 1 E s 


MERCHA^DIZE. 

BSTtxlla 
3^imllone 
Bdftles, undieft 
Cirfc 

f( Coltex Peruv* 

Oinfang ^ - 
Tunipei Bellies 
Manna 

Quickfilver * 
Saccarutn Situ^m 
Senna 

Succus LlquontiT 
Elephants’ Teeth 
Feathcrb for Beds 
'"Almonds, bwtet 
Cull ants 
Figs 
Ginger 
' Cocoa 
• Nutmegs 
^ Pitnent;p 
fi/Piuncs 
£ ^ fDcnia < - 

g Lipid 
. •'I ^ Malaga 
^ Sin) 1 11a 
I Soils 
Rice 

A Sugar, Brown 
pr, Human 
iJoftee 

[Iftjtsi Chip 

Ditto, Straw 
iienipy rough 
[nclc, Wi ought • 

[n)p, Sir • £ 


Drav backs paid or 
G lofs R Cl cipi of paytibU on Goods 
Duties (exported 


d. • //• 

2^^8o 17 I 
124^5 

4c 00 10 o 
3291 i6 7 
(K40 lb II 
4646 14 8 

3363 3 5 


(exported 

/. 

I16 


/. s. d. 

116 I 3 
629 19 5 

96 s 3 

37 9 

707 i8 3 

23^6 C) II 

10 lO 5 


Produce, fiib- 
jedt to the Piy- 
ment of cutain 
Dnwbicks, of 
Bonniics, and of 
txprmrs incm- 
led m Manage- 
ment. 

jf. s. */. 

2^264. 15 10 
11791: 17 6 

^904 4 9 
I <2;;^ 17 ro 
58,2 18 8 

4 «! 

2,52 7 o 


- 

2897 

8 

0 


IS 

4 

2782 

12 

8 

* 

1446 1; 

9 

lA 

IL> 

2 

1432 

3 

7 

- 

1S63 

8 

6 


9 

ro 

1719 

18 

8 




2 




39^1 

3 

2 


2940 

IS 

6 

1428 

0 

3 

1^12 

*S 

3 


3606 

s 

9 

9 

12 

9 

q6i;6 

n 

0 


<5860 

s 

9 

1144 

16 

5 

47 ^^ 

9 

4 


61859 

12 

3 

2266 

16 

7 

59 ‘; 9 = 

IS 

8 


4497 

*9 

4 


*7 

7 

4^64 

I 

9 


493 ': 

9 

8 

3462 

*5 

4 

1472 

14 

4 


1470 

4 

2 

Nett Duty 

— 

1470 

4 

2 


i860 

10 

0 

* 9 + 

8 

6 

i6()6 

I 

6 


146,-5 

lO 

9 

11618 

18 

6 

3030 

12 



5013 

18 

I 

116 

11 

I 

S 797 

7 

0 


134’6 

*7 

8 

1^6 

7 

1 1 

12070 

9 

9 


6578 

17 

10 

76 

8 

1 1 

6^02 

8 

1 1 


53-^9 ‘ 
5481 9 

*7445 I* 

7685 o 
1 119040 7 
2066 12 
1 1041 13 
3/38 3 

63670 6 
3080 7 
12x792 9 


719 10 10 47^1 

686$ 17 3 20579 


IQ 84811 19 
O 

3 Nett Duty 

5 414 6 


6 1034228 
2066 

— 1 1041 : 

11 3123 : 


2 1668 4* 2 62002 2 o 

3 122 15 a 2957 12 I 

S **943 « * 209849 7 4 

Lemons 



A. 1788, 


DEBATES, 


»SS 


SPECIES 


M I R C H A N D I 2: E. 

I cmon*! -ind Oran^ci. 

/"C imbiRks 

ClllVlS, lUffcTla 

Spr ICC 

Dim Sil 1 iblin" 
f TLim iin , Nanow 
g Liu 11 jlril. Holl. Whited 

** net Holl. W^hitcd 

("ijioid, dove ••2\ - 

^ 1 ibovc * 

^ ^ I ove 36 

I i> illn?: 

\ N low 

Oil, Oulin ]y 

— ■ ball id 

— Ti iin 


Drawbacks 
Crofj» Rtccipt of p ijabk on 
Dut es HKportci. 


S J Go It, 1 aimed 
^ ] Kid HI H iir 

■^iMiiiin 


Oltel 
Sc I 
j^Wolt 
Smalts, 

Spiiit*?, Bland} 

— Run, 

I apch, Open, 

Tobicco 
Thread, Sidcr« 
luipentinc, Common 
AVax, Bees • # 

Tir /Flench • 

1 Port 


4M4 jo 4 
*’*•04 13 II 
I 7» t8 10 
th 19 8 
«7 7 '9 S 


Kcat Produce, fub» 
jtil to the Pa}, 
ment of critam 
Drawbieks, of 
Bounties, and of 

p-* d or Exprntcs incur- 

Goods red in Mana.e- 
nuiit. 

/• Tm dm 

]8 8 11163 1 js 

13 3 16314 O II 

A 4 1787? 9 

3 3 13138 16 o 

16 6 1822 19 8 

J 'o 33 S 95 U JO 

8 II 1275 J9 9 

J J 3 

12 3 18018 % o 

II 9 2800 i 3 6 

2 4 11113 14 iO 

14 o 3259 lb 4 

13 o 7423 18 u 

17 o 11944 I IO 


-/I V 

2^8 13 II 


4^21 10 

8499 3 


Fiteh ind far 

Ko/in 

• 7014 


IO 

1 12 

9 

I 

690a 

3 

9 

Silt, White 


7 

2 

J 7^7 

3 

8 



8 

^ It J , C lover 

24 >7 

19 

7 

4 

1 

1 1 

2463 17 

Silk, Riv 

- ihr 4 

J 7 

3 

i;;02 

6 

0 

16822 

II 

0 

i iHuun 

- T 4 r ^5 

19 

0 


*5 

7 

1419^3 

s 

< 

\V ’‘o^. C npc'!, Kt. 
/Beir, ih lek. 

- 2846 

J 7 

0 


1 

6 

2312 

IS 

6 

- S 747 

IO 

0 

5093 

0 

0 

^55 

ro 

0 

1 I't, T iniu d. 

* ‘ 74 ‘ 

7 

7 




174* 

7 

7 

1 Dttr 111 Hair 

- 12340 

7 

0 

4120 

1 

IO 

8220 

5 

z 


ii^i 17 6 

4375 o o 

* 73 ? 8 I 

77b6 I 4 
2680 17 % 

2919 o 8 
4*?8 4 ? 

9072 I 8 
74826 12 IO 
41805 7 7 

429610 7 8 
1881 14 ^3 
7276 16 7 

5536 >7 4 

61316 I IO 

299110 19 9 


571 P 

4 96 7 
2063 7 

IO 14 

1640 2 

1734 iJ 

14268 8 


7 560 

4373 

6 3569 

6 613 

7 2908 

6 262 

3 7431 

8 73092 

9 * 7 S 3 <i 


57962 15 9 371647 13 ir 

101 1 1 1780 13 ^ 

34 o j 7242 16 4 

77 3 o S 4?9 *3 *• 

7631 IS S S 3 <i 84 I S 

6381 13 4 292729 6 J ^ 

Win*, 



PARI^IAMENTARY 


A. 17 88 


SPECIES 


MERCHANDIZE. 


Neat Produce, fub- 
ject to t'^ic P.iy- 
jnent of ceilaiii 
Drawbacks, of 
Bouniic, and of 


fRbtnifh - - ^74^ 

Ispanilh - - 8 /4 j 

'"Battens - - 91*? 

•o Deals, Ordinary - 

8 Oak Planks - - 3801 

^ Staves, Hbd. and pipe - 
LTitnberFir 

Rated Eafl'India God Is - 3 i-o >3 

Unrated ditto - - 4 - 5^9 < 

ij and 18 per Cent Duties - 271248 
Tea . - - 130572 

Sums paid by the Roe, Gene- ^ 
ralofthc Counties, to make > 21797 5 
up the Deficiency on 'Pea J 
Remittances by the Retcivci 1 

General of the Culloms of > 1 30000 

Scotland 3 

Bubfuiy pn Goods exported - 1 46 r 5 7 
Duty on Coals carried Coal twilc 52604 5 




Drawb.icks paid nt 

Experw C' 

> incu!-' 

Grofs Rccript of 

payablcon 

Goods 

rid iM Man:; 


I) 11 tie';. 



exp irlcd. 



menr. 



♦ 









£- 

J. 


/■ 

s. 


£■ 

J- 

il. 

- <:743 

2 

7 

5S4 

0 

10 

‘;359 

I 

9 

- 84.253 

I 

.3 

20009 

I 

0 

64’44 

0 

3 

- 9115 

0 

6 

8 

10 

5 

9106 

10 

1 

- 103341 

4 

7 

53 

*4 

8 

IO3287 

9 

r I 

0 

1 

7 

5 




380 r 

7 

5 

- I 3 U '3 

5 

9 

573 

18 

8 

12966 

7 

T 

- 505^4 

8 

5 

0 

I ? 

5 

50523 

ib 

0 

- 3 i-°ii 3 

^7 

7 




3 i 70 f ;3 

n 

7 

- 45 ' 9 !: 

3 

4 





3 

4 


271218 1 t 

130572 I II 

217075 3 10 


146137 II 

520045 13 


Total 4967992 5 7 307525 2 o 4661732 19 6 


Grofs Receipt of the Cuftoms 5091278 9 7 Neat Pay- 


Total Amount of the Duties -j 
' accounted for, brought I 

. down • - 7 J 


4967992 5 7 thcExche^ 


123286 4 o which Sum 

arifes out of final I Artlcle'j, 
Duties whereof did not 
amount to loool. 


:at ray-'] 

iiilo > 3817289 2 9 

: Excheq J 


844443 16 9 


puftpm Houfe, London, 
30tb April, 1788, 


THOMAS IRVING, 
Jnfpeitor General « if the Imports 
and Exports of Great Biitain, 



■Excife Return to the Order of the honourable Houfl* of Commons, dared the Sth February 1788, being 
an -Account of the Quantities of Rum, Coffee, and Cocoa, import ’d into the re\et:u Ports of Great Britain from 
the Britifli Sugar Colonies, from Chrilbnas 1786, to Chrihmas 1707 (O. S.) iiiclulive, with the Duties of Excife 
payable on each Article. 
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U E B A T K S. 
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158 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1788. 

An Account of the Value and Amount of Goods, being Foreign Pro- 
duce and Manufadlure, entered for Exportation to the firitifh Su- 
gar Colonies, from the feveral Ports in Great Britain, from Chrift- 
xnas 1786, to Chriftmas 1787; diflinguilhing fuch Goods as have 


been imported by the Eaft India 

Species of Goods* 

Company. 

^antity. 


Fcilue. 

s. 

d. 

Beads coral — 

3^ 

1 

4 

10 

Books bound — 

a 0 0 

16 

0 

0 

Boxes pills — 

100 6 0 

29 

6 

3 

Brimflone — 

120 0 12 

III 

1 

9 

, Bugle* great — 

53S 

43 

7 

6 

r Beans — 

291 5 0 

437 

8 

9 

J Oats — 

14967 

08 1 

8 

1 1 

1 Oatmeal — 

92 6 0 

92 

IS 

0 

1. Wheat flour — • 

24 0 18 

12 

1 

6 

Almonds bitter — 

1 218 

4 

>5 

I 

Aloes Cicotrina 

60 1 

2 

S 

4 

— — Epatica — 

47 

1 

IS 

3 

Antimonium Crudum 

0 i 17 

0 

6 


AflaFsetida — 

4-1 

s 

6 

10 

Camphire unrefined 

10 

0 

10 

0 

Cantharides — 

663! 

J99 

1 

0 

Caflia Lignea — 

1397 

186 

18 

4 

Cardamoms — 

24 

0 

8 

9 

Cortex Peruv. — 

6267! 

940 

2 

6 

Cream ofl'artar 

2 1 2 

6 

10 

4 

Gambogium — 

9^ 

0 

16 

3 

Gum Arabic 

024 

I 

10 

0 

JalJap •— 

Ifiiiglafs — 

CO 

0 

10 

74 

2 

II 

014 

4 

0 

0 

Juniper berries 

5 2 7 

*3 

18 

I 

Manna — ^ 

787i 

88 

12 

8 

Myrrh — 

ni 

8 

12 

9 

Oil perfumed 


6 

19 

6 

Opium — 

3274 

81 

16 


Quickfilver — 

CIOJ 

. ^>3 

1 

b 

Radix Ipecacunna 

J 84 i 

46 

I 

3 

— — Serpen taria 

83 

16 

12 

0 

Saccarum Saturni 

>9 

9 

10 

4 

Sarfaparilla 

611 

40 

14 

8 

"Senna * — 

37Ci 

46 

7 

9 

LSuccus Liquoritiae 

Drfcgs at value 

0 0 20 

I 

27s 

10 0 

14 9 

Annotto 



A* 1788* 


A* i788« D E B a 

Species of Goodu 

T E S. 

^antity. 





rAnnotto — 

40 


5 

x6 

8 

^ J Braziel 

0 2 3 21 


11 

0 

3 

Saffron — 

261 


20 

8 

e> 

P L Smalts 

43 


0 

16 

8 

Feathers for beds 

6 0 

s 

2S 

14 

2 

F lax rough 

40 0 

0 

8s 

0 

0 

F ifli, cod 

55 0 

0 

55 

0 

0 

^Almonds, fweet — 

16 2 

4 

45 

9 

3 

Annifeeds — 

3 * 


b 

18 

8 

Barley, pearl — 

I 

20 

24 

17 

2 

Ciniuimoii — 

2*66 


66 

10 

0 

Cloves — 

1671 


62 

16 

3 

Coffee — 

■ 0 0 

12 

1 

10 

11 

Currants — 

171 1 

12 

317 

0 

0 

. Figs 

5 ? 

3 

4 

3 

7 

^ Mace — 

130 


124 

18 

6 

^ ^ Nutmegs — 

2791- 


9 « 

I 

8 

Pimento — 

Prunes — 

4 


0 

2 

4 

57 » 

19 

50 

2 

(1 

Railins, Denia — 

aS 2 

6 

28 

II 

0 

— I.ipra 1 — 

46 2 

10 

46 

11 

8 

binynia — 

38 2 

2 

32 

16 

2 

Sobs 

4^6 0 

S 

456 


0 

Rice ~ 

429 0 

7 

429 

I 

2 

Sugar, brown 

2 I 

20 

6 

S 

11 

T.*urincric 

4 


0 

X 

8 

Hats, chip — 

5 * 

0 

IS 

22 

6 

— ftraw — 

6 0 

0 

3 

IS 

0 

Incie, wrouglit 

43 

6 

104 

8 

0 

Iron, bar 

139 M I 

26 

1888 

17 

S 

L,ace, bone 

F 3 ' 


2 

7 

3 

^Carabricks — 

.1666.1 


1997 

8 

7 

Canvafs heffms — 

130 I 

13 

458 

17 

5 

fpnice — 

739 2 

13 

1673 

16 

11 

Danialk Silelia napkening 

5?4 


24 

0 

4 

ditto tabling 

835 


iFS 

0 

2 

. Diaper Sileffa napkening 

3887 « 


129 

II 

4 

c j Diapt.r Silefia tabling 
c J Ruffiia narrow under \ ell 

598 


57 

IS 

10 

29 2 

0 

76 

6 

9 

Germany broad under 36 inches 

Mii 0 

27 

1-72 

18 

3 

narrow 

430 1 0 

22 

as? 54 

16 

11 

ditto ftriped 

12 2 

^9 

113 

18 

6 

1 Holland&Flan. under IS i-8ell 2* 3 

0 

54 

S 

4 

1 Irifli plain to tSd.for bounty 2435^^*^ 

12678 

0 

0 

L— Iheeting, ditto, ditto 

1460 


73 

6 

0 

Iriih 
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Species of Goocls^ 

^antUy. 

Value. 

d. 


i’ 

s. 


f Ii ifli plain, not for bounty 

525 

(>5 

12 

6 


1 Lawns, Silcjfia Holland whited 

23094 

923 

18 

0 


1 ditto, not Holland whited 6412! 

2566 

12 

0 


I Ruflla broad above 22 \ 

187 1 5 

1045 

3 

1 j 

s 

4 J 

1 above 3’4 

74 0 27 

586 

8 

9 

.5 

abo.o 3G 

581 0 J5 

4809 

J 4 

5 


drilling 

83 0 l;- 

247 

15 

6 


nanow 

18O 3 8i 

467 

n 

3 


fail cloth 

0 2 25 

5 

13 

4 


/I'icJwS — 

81 

120 

I 

0 


IVlatt'J, l\uirui 

32 

0 

1 ?. 

0 


Oil, or.linary 

0 3 30 

3 « 

6 

.> 


Uil\d 

24^74 

483 

1 1 

0 


tiaiii 

1 3 () 

2 3 

18 

I 

• 

m 

§ 

"Bacon and ham . 

Beef — 

' Bread and bifcuitij 

3^’ 3 2 

10 0 87 

83 

16403 

iS 

0 

h 

0 


40 0 0 

‘eh 

0 

0 

*> 

2 

Butter — 

6506 2 27 

8106 

13 

c 

' hm 

P>t 

Pork — 

10017 

16673 

T-S 

2 


Silk wj ought na])es 

61 1 

10^ 

36 

0 


spirits, biandy 

30H1 

766 

»7 

I 


Cicne-vu 



8 

0 


Klim 

644^ 

1920 

0 

0 


'Lallow 

Alo p 3 

781 

4 

7 


T'hre.id, Sillers 

4 

2 

12 

0 


"I'obacco 

42229 

961 

0 

9 


a\, bres 

0 3 12 

5 

18 

0 

,> 


W atcr, Pyrmont 

8 6 

3 

3 

9 


; Canary — 

I 3 4I 

7 ^ 

9 

5 


French — 

98 I 6 


13 

4 

i 

Madeira — 

24 2 33 

1152 

1 

2 

c 

\ Port — — 

l()2 2 40 

533 ^ 

9 

2 


j R lien i fix — 

324 

190 

5 

I 


1 Spani/h — 

68 i 30 

n ^ 1 ^ 

^9 

9 


kOtb.t-r wines — 


■y •' 

16 

I 

• 

f Deals, ordinary ^ 

6 0 14 

20 

9 

8 

1 

} Staves, b.irrcl 

8(> 0 20 

54 

18 

7 

> 

1 Timber, ur 

S •‘J 

5 

4 

0 



Total 

122209 

16 

2 


Got^ds imported by the Eafl India Companv. 




China ware 

65831 

1 646 

2 

9 


Borax refined 

4 

z 

0 

0 


Rhubarb 

868 i- 

IICI 12 

9 


Pqiper 

7852 

48: 

1 17 

4 


Sago 

84 3 JO 

125 

3 

5 




Groceries, 



A. 1788. 


D E B A T E Si v,|l» 

. ‘ •* V' 

Species of Goods. ^antity^ Valuta 

Sm dk 

Groceries, tea 3*345 ^33® *7 4 

Piece goods, Bengal rated i329‘7ioths 797 16 a 

Dhto unrated 137^^ 14369 4 4 

Saltpetre 1726 57 0^8’ 

24919 14 9 . 

Brought over 123209 16 a 

Total 148129 10 II 


Infpeflor General’s Office, 

Cuftom-Houfe, March 16, 1788. 

THOMAS IRVING, 

Infpe£tor (general of the exports and im- 
ports of CJreat Britian. * 


VoL. XXIV 


y 



A. 1788. 



r ARLi amentarY 


An Account of the Number of Slii,r> and other Veflels, cleared 
Outwards from the different Ports ot South Ihitain for the Weft 
Indies; and the Number of Miips and other Veflels, with their Ton- 
nage, entered Inwards, (rom ti'.c fame Colonics, from Cliriftmas 
1786, toChriftmas 1787. 


^ 

P 0 R !• S. 

i 

I N A R U S. 

0 U T \V ARDS. 

Pritifli- 

Foreign. 

liiitifli. 

Foreign. 


'.Ships 

! 

Tons. 

! 

[Nhips 

Tons 

Ships 

Tons. 

Ships 

H 

c 

s 

m 

Brillol - 

71 

16109 i 

! — 

_ 

2 

/ 0 

16913 

, 

— 

Berwick - - 

I 

127 * 

! — 

— 


— 

— 

— 

Chepftow 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 


— 

— 

Cowes - 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 

2 


— 1 

— 

Hull 

1 



— 

2 

;^33 

— 

— 

Lancaftci 

> I 

, 1 ,/ 


— 

— 

M 


— 

— 

Liverpool - 

>4;; 

17 S' 8 

— 

• - 

«7 

i74''3 



Newcaftle 

1 

114 

— 


9 

2'57 

— 

— 

Penzance - 

1 

164 

— 

— 

1 

120 

1 

— 

Plymouth 

1 — 


— 

— 

4 

737 

— 

— 

Poole 

, — 

1 

; 

— 

I 

2()G 

— 

— 

Southampton 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

U7 

— 

— 

Swanfea - 

— 


— 

— 

n 

0 

579 

— 

— 

Whitehaven 

J 

444 1 

— 

— 

12 

223 z 

— 

— 

Total Out Ports 

■’■‘n 

40781 

i 

- - 


47^57 





London - 

- 5 ^ 

7041b 

i 

1 

2 1 8 

()i6u5 

— 

— 

Total - 

'506 

1^0200 

— 

— 

45« 

108952 

— 

— 


Cuftoui Floiife, T^ondon, 
13 March, 1788. 


JAMES TURNER, Pro. Rfg. 

(General of Sliipping. 


An 











A. 1788, 


PARLIAMENTARY 

An Account of the Number ^of Ships, and other Veffds, cleared 
outwards from the tliJfFero^^ Ports of that Part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, for the Britiih Sugar Culnnies; and the Number of 
Ships, and other Veffels, with their Tonnage, entered inwards, 
from the fame Colonies, from Chriftmas 1786, to Chrillmas 1787. 




PORTS, 

Ships and Veffeh 
cleared outwards. 

Ships and Veflels 
entered inwards. 



Number. 

Tonnage. 

Aberdeen 

I 

I 10 

I 

105 

Air , 

3 

259 

Q 

0 

'Pumfries 

0 

0 

1 

>50 

‘Dundee 

I 

93 

I 

95 

• Invernefs 

I 

105 

0 

0 

^,eith 

3 

872 

I 

3 S« ■ 

, port Glafgow - - 

>9 

3414 

23 

3587 

.■» — Greenock 

48 

9624 

1 

7486 

i‘ ' 

^'Stranraer - 

1 

I 

152 

I 

152 

IWigtowa 

0 

0 

I 

98 

Totals 

77 

14629 

1 

70 

12022 


Cuftom Houfe, Kdinburgli, 

14th April, 1788. JAMES GARRETY, 

Regifter of Shipping, 


An 






A« 1788. 


DEBATES. 


16s 


NORTH BRITAIN. 

An Account of the Imports and Exports of Rum into and from that 
Part of Great Britain called Scotland, for the Year, ending at 
Chriftmas 1787, with the Duties and Excifes, as well as the Draw- 
backs paid thereon. 



Rum Imported. 

I!)iities of 
l^xcile paid 
thereon. 

Rum ex- 
ported from 
the 

Bonded 

Cellar. 

Gallons, at 
4s. 8kl. 1 

1 

(jallons, at 
3s. 7a. 

'I'he Year, 





rudingChriflmas 



jT. s, d. 

Gallons. 

17-7 “ 

234'3 

00 

00 

3^154 3 5 

180394 


Note. — No Drawback paid by the Kxcli*% 
on the Expoi ration of Ruin. 


John Edgar, Accomptant. 

James Ramfay, Accomptant General. 
Andrew Hamilton^ Di p. Comptroller. 


Excife Office, Edinburgh. 
i9(h March, 17S8. 

George Brown. 
T. W'iiaiton. 
James Stodart- 
Robert Graliam, 


All 



i66 


PAR. LI AMENTARY 


A* 17884 


An Account of the Value of Woollons expoitfcl for every Year from 
1781 inrlulive to the Liul of the Year I78"* 



En^Jand. 

hcothiul. 

Grtat Biitain. 

1781 

8o:^7<7 2 10 

41507 10 4 

284^ >64 2 

1782 

3 C’S-f'S H II 

403^-8 3 5 

3052-83 18 4 

* A* > 

3?')'^'’+ ^ 7 

688 '8 13 3 

3460052 19 10 

17^1 - 

'55i63'>o 0 f> 

7<,557 lb b 

3395917 10 6 

- 

1; 0 10 1 

66,7(1 2 5 

3^9 ’S'9 3 .3 

i78(» 

j -(jS 'JO? 

h ^4 1 12 ^ 

33I'’S).7 1 10 


)i07‘’o 1 ' 8 

7 70 » 1 1(, 6 

.,68 ->795 12 2 


U1<>M AS ]K\ 1 \ 

tlif ^inpoits ind ] xpoif^ 
ot Cjjtai Hiitain. 


f V f)^ ^ i* ih I *' ( , 

i 4 1 I O ji , M u 1 i()i », 17^^. 


OLir of tne ^ i* ftV/om (7, , i,r,; 

jyfn it '«».ja / 1787, ioj<}) jMiiiry 







'1 n o M Vs ("j ] (jIiok:;, 
!n<^L\1oi ot 1 jM>irsanil I 







Account of I'ife Impoits mu] ivpoit^ of Pv.um nml Sugi*- into ami tiom (neat Bi-tain, for theYear, ending 
Chi ftinas i/b', VMth t'l J)ut'£b and 1 acIi., '< is the Diawhacks pud thereon. 



THOMAS I R \ I V G, 

InijisTlOi Gene""i' ot Imp'^rtsand Kxports 

i7th,M.uCi\ Bntain. 



PARLIAMENTARY 


A. 1788. 


ids 


An Account of the Imports and Exports of Rum into and from 
Great Britain for the Year ending at Chriftmas 1787, with the 
Duties and Excife, as well as the Drawbacks paid thereon. 


• 

From 5th January 17S7, to 
loth May 1 7S7. 

From loth May, 17S7, 5th 
January 1788. 

1 _ 


Gallons. 

Duty, at 4s. Sd, 
per Gallon. 

Gallons. 

Duty, at js 7d per 
Gallon. 

Imports 

2i5i;9? 

C. .. d. 

5.969 17 8 

tr 

20949911 

1 ' J. d. 
37S3S» 13 9l 

Exports 

347773 

81J47 0 8 

508684 

_9n39_4_4_ 


(j, CholmonJeley, 

D. Papillon, 

W. Lowndes, 

H. Burrell, 

S. Brookfbank, 

H. Reveley, 

J. Olmius. 

Rum from the Biitifli Wcft-lndia Iflands may, if the importer 
pleafes, he wharehoufed upon bond. Upon fuch rums no duty is 
charged on importation, nor drawback repaid on exportation. The 
fums, therefore, that Band in this account, are given on computation 
eff the duties which would have been charged and repaid, was not the 
option of bonding allowed by law. 

The accounts of this office being made up quarterly, from 5th July 
to 5th July, no exaft account can be rendered from Chriftmas to 
Chriftmas, agreeable to the orders of the Honourable Houfe. 

Excife Office, London, 

March 19, 1788. 


W. HOLDSWORTH, 
Accoinptant. 





AJI788/ ■ 

' ' - ' . ''A 

An Account of the Quantities tf .Sugar, Rum} Cotton, Cofi^l 
Cocoa, Indigo, Gingery Aloes, and other Goods, imported into tlw 
feveral Ports of Great Britain, from the BritiOi Sugar Colonies, 
from Chriftmas 1786, to Chriftmas 1787 incluAve, with Duties of 
Cuftoms, payable on each Article. 



Species of Goods. 


Quaiuity. 


Value. 


Duty. 









£• 

s. 

if. 

£• 

i. 

1/. 


' AIoC 5 Epatica 

- 

13653 




344 

rS 

9 

591 

7 

S 


Cjflia Lignea 

- 

iS 




X 

7 

0 

0 

4 

6 


Radix Serpenuria 

• 

102 


- 


IX 

»S 

0 

3 

16 

6 

0 I 

Sir^tparilla 

- 

1033 




lol 

*7 

6 

f 7 

*3 

4 

1 

, Other Drugs 

•* 





7365 

x 6 

9 





rArchclia 

- 

To 

0 

14 


8 

t 7 

2 




n 

! Brazilettn 


201 

4 

1 

9 

1378 

*3 

3 




-rj 

1 Khotjy 

- 

Xt 2 

8 

I 

*5 

3504- 

18 

3 




Z *£ 

i J Fiirtic 

- 

4210 

>3 

2 

9 

37353 

6 

0 





: ^ Indigo 

- 

394*4 




26^4 

I 

7 




CA 

j Lignum vitae 

- 

526 

18 

3 

4 

2497 

9 

0 


. 


0 

1 Lc»g\\ ond 

- 

6888 

8 

1 

*9 

8121; 

3 

6 




Q 

LMihogany 

*• 

6567 

3 

0 

*5 

57786 

16 

3 





^ Cocoa 

. 

3054 

2 

IX 


9884 13 

7 

U7 

3 


t' 

1 ColLc 

- 

30565 

a 

7 


211277 

9 

3 

53*3 

x8 

7 


1 Ginger 

- 

9»59 

0 

H 


11448 x6 

3 

5037 

P 

0 


Piinctilo 

- 

606994 




15211 

9 

0 

75«7 

8 

6 

u 

Sugar, Brown 

- 

1916121 


3 


2634686 

i 

6 

1187774 

tx 

7 


^Turmciic 


15981 

0 

0 


170 

4 

0 

*33 

3 

4 


Hiiics, Os or Cow 
Lemons jnJ Oraiii^cs 
,Spuirf», Rum 
*J alatco • 

'riMloWlicll 
oolj editor 


518 > 
»45 9 

i 2 Si 34 'i 

577^3 

574 ^ 

9-^96941 


1003 o 
2 3 II 

1039z» p 10 
550 lu 1 
1x93 6 o 

327600 8 9 


10 5 
46902 19 o 
3607 13 9 

347 >S o 


Tci^l 


3613147 7 2 ia 57 <^i| 17 


The preceding Articles are all theaflual Produce of the Britifh Weft- 
Indies, but thofe which follow in this Account, arc either not the 
Produce of the Well Indies, or are doubtful ; the Inlpedlor General 
has computed the Duties on the Articles the actual Produce of the 
Britifli Weft Indies only. 


VoL XXIV 


z 


Species 



Species of Goods. 


Quantity, 


Value. 


'Y 






£■ 

i. 

J. 

:?■ Hooks, bound 

. 

7 

0 14 


56 10 

1 1 


-iinhoiiiid 

. 

0 

0 10 


I 

5 

10 

j Bottles, Glafs 


ICO 4 


26 

IX 

I 

Corn, 

Wlicat, Flour 






8 

9 

Vru^K. 

, Coiicx Peruv. 



9 


t 

7. 

6 

■ * — ^ 

Od, Palm 


164 

3 18 


164 

i 3 

X 

•0 / 
c ^ 

^Ani’otto - , 



3 ^ 


3 



‘ 

Camwood 


14*0 

2 13 


119 

17 

9 

■*E.o j 

Niroragiu 


1:16 

14 1 

T 4 

13167 

3 

s 


Rctiwoo'l 

- 

4 

3 31 

I 1 

1C7 

S 

4 


S.imit’er . Red 

. 

I 

17 2 

0 

>3 

z 

6 


Shum n 1 ; 

- 

fij 

e 0 


26 

n 

0 

Elephants ’ 7 Ctrl 1 

“ 

6^ 

2 iz 


3S1 

12 

S 

Feathers foi 

• 


* 7 


I 

0 


Grocciy, Rice 

- 

30 iJ 

1 *? 


2|;:8 

7 

3 

Hides, 

Indian in the il\ir 

- 


9 


2 

*4 

0 

Iron Bar 

- 

2 

'j 0 

0 

19 

!o 

'* 

c 

aft - " 

“ 

* 9 ' 

7 i 

X 


1 

7 

X.inen, 

, Sail Cloth 

“ 


^S 3 


4 

4 - 

4 


■ Sails, foingn njawlc 

“ 




10 

3 

Q 

Oil, Train 

- 


0 i 

4 ] 

8 

*4 

4 

Figures 

- 




1 1 

j 0 

0 

Potatoes 

- 

1 

0 0 



10 

».> 

Frovilions, Brcid ?nJ iijicult 

• 

S4 

1 IC 


2 8 

z 

0 


i'Rajrs 

Seeds, Garden 
r Calf, Raw 
S 1 Deer in tlu* IJair 
2 1 Goat, Raw 
” COtierSkius 
Turpentine 
Wax, Bees ' 

, Whale I'iiis 
, r Ficnch 
5 \ Madtiia 

g 1 

® Spanifti 

{ Cedar 

Pine Boaids and ! iar.Us 
Staves, liauvL 

Staves Hhd. aiiJ Pipe 
OiluT Wood 
'Mifcellancous Articles 


3 i> 


1 to 
8 


sn 

*•17 


1 It; 
a IS 
1 7 

0 IZ 

1 37 
* 34 

2 ? 14 

260 18 ^ 

O I 20 

13^1 017 

3475 3 S 


1^5 

52 
1 y 

V) 

9 

JO 




2 V 7 

4 

;'K 

>47 

Z2 

V 7 

XSO 

148 

I 

6544 

ZSP 

5 ^> 

ijCz 

3 

472 

3070 

3725 
41^ ^ 5 


7 
6 
H 
6 
o 

4 
9 
o 
o 

5 
z 

4 

5 

S 

8 

8 


13 11 
*i <5 

jz 11 


39 *-<^ 2 

Brought over 3615147 7 z 

local 3652x53 13 4 


Duty. 

T« j/. 


Infpcftor General’s Office, 
CuRonn H9ure, March 16th jjSi< 


THOMAS IRVING, 
Infpcftor General of Exports and Imports 
of Great Btitain. 


An 



A. 1788. 


D'-E IvSl 


An Account of the Value and Amount of Goods (being B^tifl!l^ 
Produce and MinufaQure) for Exportation to the Bntifli Sqgtir 
Colonies, from theleveial Ports in Great JUrilain, tiom Cluiftmas*^ 
1786 to Chiiftinas 1787, inclufive. 


Spectcs of Good . 

Allum — — 

iipothcc iry W lie 
Apparel gainitjuts 
Bllf — 

Books, punted 
l>i ifs, wrought 
Bricks 

Cibinet w irc and iipholfleiy 
Cimllts, tdlow 
l7itto, wax 
Cards, new, wool 


pliant 'y* 

12 2 
2317 1 15 

14^)81 

1973 I 7 
lob 2 8 
30*tO o 18 
2304280 

142480 8 
32'> 2 
144 o 


Value. 


4738 II 
3070 
11*79 
434 
13681 
1141 
32^6 14 

3-1058 2 

3'9 o 
68 8 


Sa 

II 10 


Manchefler 
btuffs, plain 


Z 2 


10289 


3”33 

1800 


o 

o 

0 
8 
2 

1 

o 

S 

o 

o 


pi 1) mg 

49 ' 

3 

55 

2 

5 

Cattle, live lows and oxen 

7 


37 

10 

0 

Hoi Its 

173 


*597 

10 

0 

JVIuI^s - - - 

14s 


2450 

♦ 0 

0 

Clnriots md coaclits 

24 


54 S 

0 

0 


J19 15 

0 

29 

18 

9 

\\ 1 ito 1 me afuTw 


0 

924O 

*3 

2 

Colours foi p 1 ilcis 

- 


4017 

IS 

0 

Cepp 1, wrrL^lit 

576^ - 

0 

^0610 

6 

ID 

C^'quI 1*^ , n w - 

2 ■>04 c? 

5 

'2880 

TO 

0 

l>r , c'l 

7768 1 

14 

8933 

10 

1 

Com, 1 hU \ - 

3467 


111 

*9 

4 

hulled 

<*23 3 

I 

374 

5 

7 

Jk uu 

10147 7 

0 

67'’8 

6 

X 

Oats 

**379 <> 


6093 

*3 

9 

Oitmcil 

1268 7 


1054 

0 

9 

Peale - * 

1929 I 


2303 

*9 

0 

Rye 

286 2 


264 15 

7 

\V heat 

?'3 4 


693 

4 

6 

Ditto, flour 

9610 ? 


19020 

*4 

7 

Cottons and linen , chcckf J 

Ditto, printtd foi bounty 

52^9 


6303 19 

0 

10-.030 


5*01 

10 

0 

Ditto ditto, not bounty 

3 '* 433 * 

% 

1 0 

32497 

18 

0 

Ditto, 6d. to i8d. before printed 

46^566 

5^871 


5987s 

0 

0 

Ditto, 6d. to i8d. before djed 


321'’ 

0 

0 

Puftians - - 

20547 


20547 

0 

0 


o 

o 


Cyder 



Species of Goods. ^iantitj. 

A. lySS, 

V alue» 
f. S» dm 

Cyder - - . 

83 0 36 

663 

2 

9 

Fifll. Cod, dry 

71^ 3 7 

580 

3 

0 

Herrings, red 

57641 

7926 

3 

9 

white 

43^99 

46721 

16 

0 

Salmon, faked 

Other fifti 

i88i 

754 

0 

0 

Filhing tackle 

- 

*S 

0 

0 

Glafs and earthen waie 

2141865 

5626 

3 

9 

Green 

13^59 I 7 

5919 

3 

6 

White flint 

3 J 4 2 

426 

11 

2 

for windows 

Si 317 

128 

I 

3 

Gloves, plain leather 

ibj S 0 

^85 

8 

0 

Glue - - • 

120 

2 

^7 

0 

Grindleftones 

S 04 

a^^7 

iz 

6 

Gunpowder 

34005 

1 129 

0 

2 

Habcidafhery 

4894 1 9 

16-65 

17 

1 1 

Hats, beaver 

2718 ij 0 

»487S 

13 

4 

Caiolina 


'95 

0 

0 

belt 

4 

25725 

^3 

0 

Hoops for bainds 

19->8^>io 

2410 

15 

3 

* fcvcral loits 

- 


IT 

0 

Iron, caft - . . 

1842 I 1'’ 

115^ 

IQ 

6 

Nails 

2^31 2 26 

4=5S 

10 

7 

Wropght 

571^1 2 20 

152188 

6 

9 

Lead and bud ihot 

38217 I 20 

40S2 

8 

S 

Ditto, red 

900 

20 

14 

0 

Ditto, white 

12 00 

27 

12 

rv 

Leather, taniud 

80. » 0 22 

362’ 

I? 

1 

Wrought 

189971 

2 1 i'?o 

10 

0 

Lime . - , 

5106^ 

4585 

9 

7 

Linen, above bountv 

127 5oi 

22320 

2 

6 

Ditto, 2 S. 6d. pel yaid 

130290^ 

16286 

6 

3 

Ditto, ^Jd. ditto 


1 

13 

0 

Ditto, 6d. to i8d. ditto 

465658 ij 

232829 

2 

0 

buckrams, 6d. to i8d ditto 

T742 

87 

2 

0 

Linen, checked, 7d. to i8d. ditto 

1631559'’^ 

86787 

4 

Q 

Ditto, 6|d. ditto 

28157 

705 

18 

6 

Ditto, 2d. ditto 

200 

32 

12 

6 

Diaper, 6d. to i8d. do. for bounty 24431 

1221 

1 1 

0 

Ditto, not lor bounty 

500' 

50 

0 

0 

Sheeting, 6d. to i8d. 


4-^S 

^3 

0 

Sailcloth, ditto 

2', 

11231 

12 

I 

lufli, plain, 6d. to i8d. 

(*^6535 

313^6 

IS 

0 

Diaper, ditto ditto 

Snecting, ditto 


5 

IS 

c 

-.i')7 

*59 

17 0 

o-l 



A. 1788.' iy-1 ■■ • ^ 


• Species of Goods. 



Value. 





l- 

s. 

< 

Oil, train 

- 

92 3 3 . 

1780 

7 

5 

Pantiles • 

- 

142150 

296 

li 

r 

Pewter 

- 

1307 I 2 

4 S «6 

18 

10 

Plate. Wrought Silver 

- 

8732 8 

3081 

5 

0 


Cwt. Flifrhes. 




Provifions. Bacon and hams - 21 

3225 & 4480 

4112 

S 

0 

Beef and pork 

297 

816 


0 

Tripes 

- 

1191 

2084 

s 

0 

Bread and l^ifcuit 

9490 2 3 

7039 

18 

S 

Butter ' 

- 

392 

382 

4 

0 

Ciieefe 

- 

2635 1 12 

3*59 

II 

9 

Potatoes 

- 

8015 

596 

I 

6 

Saddles, great 

- 

97 

160 

S 

0 

bait, rock 

• 

21S4 


0 

0 

White 

- 

339 ^ 7 i 

1149 

0 

1 

Silk, in pieces 

- 

4597 ^’.5 

7925 

ih 

10 

Sewing 

- 

1520 (’ 

2(148 

0 

9 

Cjau 7 e 

.. 

153 2 

265 

9 

4 

Soap, hard 

- 

5930 2 1 

16161 

12 

11 

Spnit.s, Britifh 

• 

3277 

300 

0 

0 

Starch 

- 

1147 1 27 

1 190 

14 

z 

Stationary 

* 

- 

2543 

14 

0 

Stained paper 


9‘57 

228 

5 

6 

Steel 

- 

IDI 0 0 

‘43 

18 

6 

Stockings, thread 

- 

2979 I I 

5742 

*9 

0 

Stones, date 

- 

2 1 tJ 300 

71 

14 

2 

Sugar, tully refined 

- 

4?04 3 25 

‘•■‘538 

7 

3 

Tluead 

- 

1231 

520 

11 

0 

'J’in 

- 

io6 2 16 

389 

4 

10 

— plates 

- 

- 


0 

0 

Tohacco pipes 

- 

*• 5093 

257 

*3 

0 

Toys 

- 

- 

103 

0 

0 

Vinegar 

- 

36 3 5 

29.5 

7 

10 

W.atches, gold 

- 

*7 

255 

0 

0 

metal 

- 

15 

30 

0 

0 

— r filver 

- 

60 

225 

0 

0 

W oolleni Goods. Bays, 

douMe 

6200 

23250 

0 

0 

1 

Angle 

923 

1822 

18 

6 

Caps, 

plain, Monmouth 320 

400 

0 

0 

— 

worfted 

2790 

67 

S 

0 

•Cloths, lon^ 

- . 728I- 

5645 

^7 

6 

— 

— Ihort 

927 

10660 

10 

0 


— Spanilh 

172 

860 

0 

0 

Cottons, Kendal 

494269 

29161 

17 

a 

• 

— r Wclfti, plains 3592 

197 

11 

r r 1 

2 

rf • 


Woollen 



t |4 MENTARY 

A. 1788. 

Species of Goodsm 

^antity* 

Value. 

i. 

Woollen Goods, Flannel 

50760 

2749 10 

0 

Frize 

2800 

291 13 

4 

Noithern dozens, fingle 

64 

480 0 

0 

Perpetb and Seiges 
Stockings, men’s worftec 

1150 

186 17 

6 

1 ss^ 

945 “ 

0 

Stuffs 

151416 

18927 0 

0 

Do, with filk and inckle 
Do. with filk and inckle 

1948 15 

470 16 
4 j6 

S 

gauze - - . 

[ 35 3 

9 

Do. with filk & grogiam 

6 0 

— 16 

6 

& worltcd 

1381 3 

189 16 

1 

Woollens at value 


2829 1 

10 

Mifcellancous articles 


256103 0 

10 

Total 


463879 14 

11 


Infpeflor Geneial’s Office, 

March i8th, 1788, THOMAS IRVING 

Inlprfloi General of Imports 
and Exports of Great ButaiiiQ 


An 









Abftraft of the Number of Ships, with their Tonnage, which failed 
from London to Greenland and DavisVStraits 1 ilhery, m the 
Year 1785. 


Number of Ships. Tonnage. Parts of a Ton. 
78 24900 7 1 


Simuel Brown, InfpeLloi, 
John Faiiett, Survt-yor. 


An Account of the ♦Amount Bounti ^ which weie pud on the 
fhips which fultd fioin Scot! ip 1 to the Southern While I liliciy 
in 1785, 1786, and 178” diltmguifliing each \cir. 

— — Nil. — — 

Cuftom Houfe, Edmbuigh, 

Maich 31, 1788. JAMES OGII.VIE, D. R Ct. 


An Account of the Amount of Bounties which were paid on th^ 
Shipb which 1 iilcd to the Southern While 1 1 flier y in the Yeais 
1785, 1786, and i'' 87, dillinguiftiing each Year. 

£. s, d. 

Paid in the Year 1785, 1700 

1786, ?aoo — — 

1787. 5500 - — 

9600 


March 15, 1788. 


1 . DALLEY, 

Dep. bup. of the Rec. Genf Faym. 



A. 1788. 'D 

An Account of the Average Amount of the Window TaX| for three, 
Years preceding 1784. 

The average amount of the three years preceding the ^ d, 

year 1784, which ended the 5th of April, 1 785» is 416311 16 9! 

— 

John Trenchard, 

Office for Taxes, George Blount, » 

22d May, 1788. F. Fownes Luttrell. 


An Account of the Amount of the Surcharge, fuhfecjuent to September 

1784, on the Old Window Tax; and the prefent adlual Receipt, by 
the laft Returns. 

Surcharges on Account of the year 1785, ending the JT. s. d. 

cth April, 1786 — •“ — 8298 I a 

Do. — 1786, ending the 5tli April, 1787 — 12788 ll 3I 

The prefent aaual receipt, by the laft accounts that 

were made up, and which were for 1785 "" 380096 1*3 5 

N. B. The furcharges from September, 1784, to the 5th of April, 

1785, cannot be diftinguiflitd from thofe made in the preceding part 
of that year, they are therefore not ftated. 

The accounts of the year 1786 are not all received; for want of which, 
the whole of the fiircharge cannot be ftated. 

John Trenchard, 

Office for Taxes, George Blount, 

22d May, 1788, F. Fownes Luttrell. 


A a 


VoL. XXIV. 


Av 



An Account of the actual Receipt o! the Window Tax> under the Commut:?/i-^n Aft, from September, I7S49 
to March, 17^, with the Arrears and Deficiency; dillinguiihir.g each Year. ^ 


A: 1788. 



taiiieil rili tiie jears atcoun:. a^e u. 

John Trmchard, 

Ofiice for Taxes, George hlount, 

22d May, 1786. 1’ • 1 oVv lies Lultrell 



A. 1788 , 




^ An Accoiuit of the fcveral Sums which Inve I)een iflued to Sir V/illianc. 
^["hainbers in each Year, for the lUiiKlings at Someil;.t iM.irc; 
faev'i to uli. t IVrljtK tlie Accounts <'!' rlie lCx|)CiKliUiiv of the 
lame luae h^en cxam'ned ami aujirccl, aiitl Ijv \\!ioin. 


T 77 (). 

.0 

V. 


4 * 

j. 

j. 

r<l^. 29. Out of ‘],r fl.init, 


0 

0 




filly 1 7 tif ? .!.■ ! (!• t : ; - 

oco 

0 

0 




iX’C. 23, iiy ^ 







p.ui c[ :i\ 







t:t I'.lV iioi-'C. 

;,coo 

0 

0 




T777. 

— 

■ — 

— 

7000 

0 

0 

M,ucli 22 Out of ill.- f.n-rrp th 

3c 20 

0 

0 




■VI ay 16. ( 'Ut oft. ! fL «.! i..^ - - 

. coo 

0 

0 




Inly 18. ]Xo, - „ - 

.^cco 

0 

0 




ua. *:•. (mt of tl;.’ r..a:.p Juti.i; 

1000 

0 

0 




1 1. Do - - - 

1 C 2.'0 

0 

0 




ly. Do. 

2000 

0 

0 




Nov, Ik), Out ( f the fai? euli.'S - 

a OCO 

0 

0 




J)cc. 20, Cut of the liamj) Je'jo:; 

2000 

0 

0 




1778. 

— 

— 

— 

21000 

0 

9 

jan. 2. Do. 

2^)00 

0 

0 




31. Out of the fj!r duller - 

2 coo 

0 

0 




Mar. Oiit of the jt.un[) t!u«i ‘S 

20*00 

0 

n 




ij. Do. _ - - 

2 C 1)0 

0 

0 




Apiil 10, Out of t!l<' filf ilut’e\ - 

a' c') 

0 

0 




r lay eh. Out of the l -imj) dn ius 

4c 2 0 

0 

0 



i 

]uiy TO. 0 it of the l.dr dutie-; - 

2f 'OO 

0 

0 




J7, IX). _ » - 

202 2) 

0 

0 




Sept. ic. Out of till- il' .u^p duties 

4 COO 

0 

0 




C 3 i‘‘K 29. C^ut of the l.iii tlur'e. - 

4000 

0 

0 




iDec. 17. Out (; ’ ill*:* llamp dunes 

>;} OOO 

0 

0 




079 - 

— 


— 

34000 

0 

0 

Jan. 20. Out (d" the fait dnt’u^ - 

4000 

0 

0 




March ir. (i)iit of tlie flamp duties 

4 y 0 

( J 

0 



* 

iMay 3. Out of the f;dt duties - 

4000 

0 

0 

, 



lune 23. Out of the Aamp dunes 

4CC0 

0 

0 




filly 20. Out (»f the i.dt (luti-:s - 

*r ' - ^ 


0 




Ocl. 21. Out td tlic iraij:[> duiics 

4 COO 

0 

0 




Nov. 24. Out of the fait diitii s - 

4CC0 

0 

0 



' i 

1780. 

— 


— 

28000 

0 

<?'■ 

Jan. II. Out of the fiamr. duties 

4 oco 

0 

0 



' / 

Feh. 19. Out ot the fait duties -• 

4000 

0 

0 



) 

April 20. Out ot tlic rtaiTip duties 

4000 

0 

0 




May 25. Out of the fait duties - 


3 

H 





Ml 




Aa 2 



July 13. By Charles Cole, being 
farther part of the pur- 
chafe of Ely Houfe* - 1000 o o 

Out of the Exchequer -4000 O o 
Do. - - - 4000 o o 

Do. ... j;y34 16 3J 
By Charles CoV, being 
farther pii t of tht pui- 
chafeof ] ly Houfe. - 970 o o 


Aug. 17. 
Nov. 9. 
Dec. 22. 

23- 


1781. 
July 28. 
Aug. 2?. 
Sept. 4. 


1782. 
Feb. ig. 

. May 8. 
July 6. 

%t. 6. 

1783. 
Ian. 9. 

Maich ji. 
April *;?6. 
May 30. 
June 3. 


28. 

IOA. II. 

"flSSsc. 5. 
1784. 

March 5. 
17. 

,ABg. 26. 
WOT. 25. 

»• *785* 

Jin. 28. 

g ril 26. 
y 8. 
I 27- 
1786. - 
Ian. 4. 
.March 2. 
JMav a. 


Out of the Exchequer - 
Do. - - - 

1)V Cluileo Cole, being 
farther part of tli( pui- 
chdu of 1 ly llouh 

Out of tlie Exchequer 
Do. 

By Clnihs Cok, heng 
f irtliu p n t of the piu- 
chift of l^Iv I foule. - 
Out of ihc Lxclitqucr 

Do. - - - 

Do. - . - 

Do. 

Do. , - - 

By CIn Its Cok, h mg 
in full of till pu chile 
of Ely Houle 
Out of the 1 xchiquei 
]3o. 

Do. - - 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

I'o. 

Do 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


5000 

5000 

2 65 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

U 

5OCO 

II 

9 1 

jy"! 

16 

Si 

5000 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

2000 

0 

0 

3000 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

4212 

12 

9 

5000 

0 

0 

5 xo 

0 

0 

50c® 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

50-0 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 

5000 

0 

0 


A* 1788. 

£* 


30970 0 o 


12265 7 


30078 8 6| 


34212 12 9 


acooo o o 


20000 o o 


.T“«y 



July 7. Do. - - 

'Sept, 25. Do. ' - 

Dec. I. Uo. - - - 

1787. 
leb. 5 

March 2:». Do. - - 

May 18. Do. 

July 28. Do. - - 

bept. 8. Out of the llaiiip duties 
for fixtures 

Nov. 3. Out of the Exchequer 
Dec. 19. J 3 o. - - . 

1 7 88. 

Feb. 19. Out of the Exchequer 



iSm 

» : 



Spoo 

0 

0 



5000 

p 

0 



5000 

0 

0 

30000 

0 

5000 

0 

0 



5000 

0 

0 



5000 

0 

0 



6607 

12 

si 



2000 

0 

0 



sodo 

0 

0 



5000 

0 

0 


12 




- 

- 

* 

5000 

0 


306134 o 9| 


The accounts of Sir William Chambers were examined by the late 
Board of Works, to Midfummer 1779, and by Mr. Paine from that 
peiiod to CInillmas 1 785 ;■ and the fame were audited to Chriftmw 
1^85 by tlic lat*" Aiiditois of the Impicils, iUid the Commillioners lor^ 
auditing tlic public accouiu^. 

\\ hitehall IVeafury Chambers, 

27th May, 1788. 


T. STEELE, 



A. 1788 . 


E A 'K WA m'E Kt. Y 

,;tAn Account of the Quantity of Tea in the Warehoufes of the Eaft- 
India Company, previous to the Arrival of the fi rfl: Ship (the Wy-i * 
combe) of this Seafon; carefully diAinguifliing the Sorts. 


Neat lbs. 

Singlo - • - 1 1 24'* ? 5 

Ilylon - ' - - 4870SS 

Souchong 950 ''>V 7 

]]ohca - - - 

Congou • - - 18:993'’ 


11399703 

EaA-India IToufe, 

a2d May, 1788. Errors rverpted. 

\\ . RICHARDSON, Accomptant. 


An Account of flic C^Mr.?ity and Sorts ot TVa imported laA Vear, 
1787, on the twenty -fesm Ships wliicii ainsed hem China. 


pollen 

. 

. 

Neat IItk. 
G.:03S 1 G 

Congou 

- 

- 

4 »6()i ^() 

Souchong 

- 

- 

1 1 1 

Singlo 

- 

- 


Hylon 

• 

” 

1023 s 72 




18852G75 


Eaft-India Iloiifc, 

^ 22(1 May, 1788. Errors excepted. 

W. RlCniziRDSON, Accomptant. 


An Account of the Quantity and Sorts of Tt a cxpcflcd this Year, by 
tlie lail Ad\ u es fioin China. 


Neat lbs. 


Singlo 

- 

- 


Hyfon 


- 

2163892 

Souchong - 

- 

- 

640 pjO 

Bohea 

- 

- 

53- 'S'.? 

Congou - • 



3972988 

1957972S 


Eaft-India Houfe, 

22d May, 1788. Errors excepted. 

\V. RICHARDSON, Accomptant, 





aft-' 

•'ti 

IjM Account of the average Quantity qf Tea imported by the Eaft-" 
|-vlndia Company, from 177310 1783, and the Amount annually paid 
P'&r tlie fame in China. 



Ib. 

T ales. 

Bohea 

- 2,546,818 

259-517 

Congou 

599,912 

82,741 

Souchong 

^ 88,41 1 

19.955 

Singlo 

>>578.377 

270,884 

Hyibn 

249,929 

104,619 


i^Terage quantity and cofl: per> 

^■nnum, 177310 1783 in- ^ 5,063,447 Tales 737.716,^.270,337 

I The exchange', during the above pei i oil, varied. 

^ India Hcuife, 


? 22d May, 1788. 


Errors e'xcepled- 


W. RICHARDSON, 

Accompant. 


f ' ■ - 

Account of the Amount of the £>12 10 per Cent. Duty on Tea, 
'J from September 1784; to March 3788; d’.Ilinguilliing each Year. 

tety on Ten fold between the ift September 17 84 and the 

September, 1785 - - ^ 3 ^ 4 > 73 ^ 

- ift September 1785 and tlie ill 

^fieptemlrer, 1786 - - - 285,460 

jpitto, - I ft September 1786 and the ift 

^September, 17S7 - - ... 3365O95 

- I ft September 1787 and the ift 

fiMarch, 1788 - - - - 1573666 


'Xaft-Tndia Houfe, 
ll^ 22d May, 1788. 


;t-I,«03.9S9 

Errors excepted, 

.W, RICHARDSON, Accomptant. 


All 



A. 1788. j 9 £ B A T g 6.V 

An Account of the Sales of the Goods from China, tetWeen tbo 
Day of March 1787, and the ift Day of March 1788, andfSio 
Amount of Cuftoms, Freight, and Charges of Merchandize, paid 
or to be paid thereout ; together with an Eftimate of the exported 
Sales of China Goods, fiom the ift Day of March 1788 to the ift 
Day of March 1790 ; diftmguifhing each Year, and the Amount 
of Cuftoms, Freight, and Charges of Merchandize, to be paid there* 
out in each Year. 

Amount of China Goods fold between the ift March 1 787 

and the ift March 1788 - •• ^ 2818728 

Cuftoms paid and to he paid thereout £• 71429 
Fi eight — Ditto - - 442249 

Chaiges oi Meichandize - - 169123 

— ■ — 682801 


£• sn3S9a7 


Eftimate of the cxpe£led Sales between the ift March 

1788 and the ift Maich 1789 - - - 262654O 

Cuftoms to be paid thereout - £• SO730 

h reight — Ditto - 4SJ4VZ 

Charges of ManchanJize ♦ - ^ 5759 ^ 

695784 


19307s* 


Eftimate of the expelled Sales between the ill March 

1789 and tlic ill March 179O - - • 26040OQ 

Cuftoms to be paid thereout - £• 5 * 5 ^^ 

Freight — Ditto • - 453448 

Charges of Meichaiuh re * - 1^6240 

661208 

-W 

£. 1942798. 


Eaft India Houle, 
the 15 th May 1788. 

Errors excepted. 

W. RICHARDSOI^ 
Accomptant. 

B h Aa' 


VoL. XXIV, 



. ■I*!® 

of the Cbft, Is per Invoice, in China, of the Cargoes 
'hfdfeii on theEaft-India Company’s Account, in the Seafon 1786-7. 

; ^ ^^alCofts— Talcs 4959281, a ^s. jd» tVw per Tale - £. 1894238 

Eall India Houfe, 
the 22d May, 1788# 

Errors excepted. 

W. RICHARDSON, 
Accomptant. 

An Account of the Amount of the Fills drawn from China, lince th« 
} Commencement of the Commutation A( 5 l, and of thofe expciStec 
’ ’ this Seafon by the laft Advices. 

and Certificates drawn from China, 
intheSealbn - - - 1784-5 216269 16 j 

iPitto — — Ditto 1785-6 617176 3 ( 

.^l^itto — — Ditto 1786-7 480431 6 K 

^Ditto — drawn and expefled 

to be farther drawn . - . - 1787-8 550000 o c 

£. 1863877 6 ( 

" Eaft India Houfe, 

BbeaadofMay, 1788. 

Errors excepted. 

VV. RICHARDSON, 

^ , Accomptant. 

Account of the Number and Tonnage of Ships that are confIgne( 
by the EafUndia Company to China, for the Sealbn 1 788-9. 


j' Ships 19. — Tons 16121, Euildei’s Meafnrement. 

: *£aft India Houfe, 

22d May, 1788. 

Krrorx excepted. 

VV. RICHARDSON, 
Accomptant. 

^mjl^ccount of the Qiiantity and Coft of Tea imported by the Eafl 
Company, from the Continent of Europe, lince the Com 

^liutation A 61 . 

/ * Nt. lb. W't. 

~ ^.204879718 * 

»aft India Houfe, 
the 22d May 1788. 

Errors excepted. 

W. RICHARDSO.V, 

Accomptant. 



A. 1768. 


D 6 A T E 


An Account of the Balance of Cafh which remained b the Tr^sifi^’ 
of the Eaft -India Company on the iftDay of March 1787 , and 
of xheir Receipts and Payments in England, from the lilDay ofi 
March 1787 to the ift Day of March 1788 ; together with aiK 
Eftimate of the Receipts and Payments, from the ift Day of** 
March 1788 to the ift Day of March 1790 ; diftinguiihcd each 
Year. 


Cafli in theTreafury on the ift 
Maich 1787 (Morning) includ- 
ing J5omls that may be iffued, 
and exclufive of the Duty on 
Tea - 596-87 

Received for Company’s 
(joodsfold - 4840957 

Piivatt- Tiade Do. 4504H 
Charges and Piofit on 

piivate Tiade - ^4013 

Cuftonison - Do. 128318 

of Oo\eimcnt, for In- 

tereft, &c. - 1 26000 

New Stock, Difcount 

deduced - 97*^7 

Almnioiilcs at Pophr ijhz 
Hond'i iflutd • 


6222'’i8 


Patd for Ctiftoms 593702 

freight and Demo* 
rage 

Goods and Stores ex- 
ported 

Bills of Exchange 
fiom China 
Ditto flora India 
Bullion exported 
Puichafe of Teas on 
the Continent - 
Cliaiges of Merchan* 
cli/e 

PropiiPtors of pri- 
vatq Trade 
Almflioufes at Pophr 
intereft on Annuities 
Ditto — on Bonds - 
Dividends on Stock - 336924 

Bonds paid off - 400^ 

Laft Payment to Go- 

Ycrnmtnt - lOOOOOt 


0 570458s 

Balance of Cafh on the 

ift Maich 1788 • 5*7035 


6222218 


819848 

6002741 
75871 

68a7 


\i 


126926 

4 * 453 * 

459486 * 
405^ 
84614 - 


B b 2 


Eilimati 





PAULI AmEIItARV 


A. 1788, 


BftimaMof Cafli, from tl^e ift March 1788 to the ill March 1789» 


Ca|h in theTreafury on the li^ 
March 1788 (Morning) includ- 
ing Bonds that may be iflued, * 
and exclullve of the Duty on 

T« * ' •S’ 7^33 

To be received for 
Goods - - 5^50750 

Pitt9 — of Govern- 
ment for Intereft - 127687 
Pkto — Ditto — for 
^ Cuftoms pnTea re- 
turned by the 
^Buyers - - 21621 

Charges and profit on 

|>ri vate T rade - 400C0 

|*'0rlaleofi2O7559i5l. 

Annuitieb, agree- 
ably to the 26th 
George III. caput 

- 84520 1 


]3alance deficient 


6903982 

204S24 

£. 7107806 


Buyers of Tea return- 
ed - - - jC* 6 i20 

Warrants palTed the 

Court - - 30600 

Bonds drawn to be paid 

off - - lOOIO 

Cuftoms - - 567600 

Freight and Demorage 996000 

Goods and Stores to be 

exported - - 763000 

Bils ofT Ind. 17940851.1 . 

Exch. J Chin. 51 539 1 J’ 230947 *> 
Bullion - 650000 

Piopiictors ot piivate 

Tiarle - - 355600 

Tea purchafed m Eu- 
lope - - 50000 

Chaiges on Merclian- 
ch/e, including fiipra 
Cargoes Coinmiftion 
and Intereft on Lo ms 380000 

Dividcndson Stock, \c. 490000 

(ioiernmcntj on Ac- 
count of a Demand 
made for the Expen- 
ccs of His Majefty’s 
Troops lerving m 
India, and on Ac- 
count of viftualing 
His Majefty’s Fleet 
m India - • 500000 

£. 7107806 


Eilimate 



A. 1788. 


f ftimatp of Cafli, from tlje ill of March j 789 to the ill of March 1796^ 


To be received for 
Goods lold before the 
I ft March 1789 700000 

Ditto — Ditto — be- 
tween the I ft March 

1789V the ill 

March 1700 “ 435 ^^®^ 

Ditto — ot Govern- 
ment for Intereft ' 127687 

Charges and profit on 

piivatetiade - 50000 


£. 53-7687 
Balance deficient - 888137 


Balancedeficient op the 
ift March 1789 
Cuftoms 

Freiglit and Demoiage 
Goods and Stoies to be 
exported ’ - 
BilKot 1 Ind. 14070001.1 
Kxchr J Chin.544000 J 
Bullion 

Chaiges on Mrrclnn- 
di/e, including fupra 
Cargoes Coiuininioii 
Di\ ulench on Stock, 5 uc. 

L xchequer Bills 


204824 

700000 

700009- 

770000 

1951000 

620000 


380000 

490000 

300000 


6115824 


6115824 


MemoruiJuin, 

Ihe letter fioni the BoatdofTnde at BcMigal, rec( ivcd tlie 29th 
jnilint by the Bulbudge, Hates, that veiy confdtiable diiiugf* has 
luppened to the mulbciiy trees and lilk worms, iHo to houlcs, looms, 
&c. belonging tt) \aiious manufadlurers; in coiiiequence of which the 
imports from Bengil may piobably fall Ihort ot the lapply of goods 
cftiinated to be iold in the yeais above mentioned. 

In the above account a fum of^. 1270000, only, is ftated for bul- 
lion to be exported to China; but as a farther fum of between three 
and four hundred thouland pounds would he lequiicd to enable the 
Companv to liquidate the debt there, and to obtam tlie 7 'eas which it 
may be neceffary for ^hem to pui chile on the cheapeft terms, tlic 
balance of the account would be incieal^d by tliar amount againft the 
Company. 

Eaft India Houfe, Eirors excepted. 

fheisthMay, 1788. W. RICHARDSON, 

Accomptaiit. 
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I 738500 

Eaft India Houfci £13*3 cxccp^’i-J, 

aid May i7&&« 

W* I L I, I A M R I C H A RD S O N, AccotnptaiU. 



An Account of the Amount of the Silver Tent from England to China, in the Eaft Indja Company’s Ships, on Ac- 
count ot the Company, or ot private Pciions, for the Purpofe cl lending the Company in China, for Bills, fince 
the Commencement of the Commutation A€t; diftingui/liing tlie Amount in each Seafon. 












^arlI^a^^entary 


A, tjS9i 


An Account of the Sales of Goods from the Eaft Indies, between thtf 
firft Day of March 1787, and the iftDayof March 1788, and 
the Amount of Cuftoms, I rcight, and Charges of Merchandise, 
paid or to be paid thereout; together with an Kibmate of the ex- 
pe<5^ed Sales of Eaft India Goods, from tlie rft Day of March 1788, 
to the 1 ft Day of Much 1790, diftinguiftnng eich Year, anJ the 
Amount of Cuftoms, 1 1 eight and Charges of MetchandiAe, to 
be paid thereout in each Year. 

Amount of (mods fold between the ift of March 1787 

and the ift Match 1788 " " jC* 2055886 

Cufloms pud and to be paid theerrout jT. 504768 
1 rtight - - ditto 306653 

Charg( s of nifcichandi/t, ditto - 140705 

^ 934774 

Eftimate of expelled Siks, betwet nthe aft Mirch 1788 

and the 1 ft Mirch 1789 ^ 2345090 

Cuftomstobi pudtluitout - £. 57^715 

fre^hr - - ditto 258006 

Charge s of inorch null /c, d tto • ^407^^5 

— “■ 

£. 1367664 

Efiimateof the expe«Il''«l ‘'ile>, between the ift March 

1789 and the ill M iteh 1790 - ~ C* 2450000 

Cuftoms to be pud thcuout - £* 645015 

Freight - ditto 249575 

Charges of meichaiiO I /e, ditto - 147C00 

IOIT590 

£. 1408410 


Kaft Indn Houfe, 
the 15th of May 1788. 

• Errors excepted. 

W. RICHARDSON, 

Accomptante 



An Account of the Dd>t» of the EStt-In Compttiy in EnghiMTigKI 

clufive of Indian Debt, as they flood on the ill Mdrch 1787, 
on the ift March 1788, and asthey will Hand on the ift March 178^* 
according to fuch Eftimate as can now be made thereofl 



ift March 

I ft March 

ift March 


1787 

1788. 

»7»9* i 
per hftimata* 


& 

& 


To bonds flandmgout, beaiing interpft 

19^6400 

1996600 

199660^ 

Ditto - not beating intcrell 

1041 7 

10417 

0 

Cuftoms - - - 

3937^>9 

427091 

42700 

I leigbt .md di moi age 

31 I 100 

386700 

2000bO 

Bills of exchange fiom China 

529167 

466^86 

502000 

J)itto - fioin India 

3585997 

2993^55 

1443006 

Goods and ftores exported 

268191 

387604 

, 387600 

W JI lants paired the Court unpaid 

26300 

30000 


Supia cargoes commiffion on goods 
lold ... 

*9873 

23926 

24000 

Money bon owed of tlie IJr^nk 

300000 

30000 

300000 

Intel ( A thereon 

J^uiidiy articles 111 department of 

6000 

6000 

6000 

/hipping (exclnfive of exports) 
Wliat owing for teas irturned bj 

62202 

15328 

iSiob 

the buyers . - - 

Ditto, fdr Ueas puich.ifed on tht 
continlnt - - - 

6142 

106200 

6 180 

\ 

Propriewsof pruaH trade 

354200 

355600 

1 

Ahnshoulcs at Poplar 

12780 

15516 

15500 

liitercA on annuitits 

57068 

58205 

582000 

Ditto on bonds 

56311 

50629 

67266 

50700 

Divide lids on flock 

To the Pul he, pel agreement 

It all thepiymuits fli ill be made, as 
eAiinattd in an account now be- 
t )je the hunouiabh* Houle of 
Commons, a loan of about 

79709 
I 00000 

67300 

20500 

1 

825 826 

7596893 

5698200 

N. B The debt due liom Government to the Company is 

4200000 

The debt due fioin ihe Company to the Annuitants, 


when the additional annuities Ihall^e railed, will be 

4200000 


Eaft India Houfe, 
the 21ft May, 1788 


Errors excrpted. 


WILLIAM RlCHARDbON, Accomptant. 


Vot. XXIV. 


Cc 


Account 





A. 1788. 


i^OQnt of the Bond and other Debts of the Eaft*India Company i 
Great Biitatn, as the iamc flood upon the iflDay of March, 1788. 
To bonds ftandmgout, bearing intcreft 1,994 0^0 
Add, bonds in theliealui) that 
may he iflued 


111 


To ditto, not bearing inteieft 
To cuftoms rated on gf»od‘ iinportc \ and 
Unrated on goods lold^ ijicluding cui- 
tom on teas - - - 

Didudt v\lnt due on accounc of 
ttasrLtuiiud 




■>1,610 


£. 19965600 
10,017 


^To freight and demorage - - - 

To hills oi exchange, Kl. pnlnU^^, 
accepted, 01 adviitd, 

liom C 111 in, - ^6 

fioinl’ulii. - 
hoir (lilif). oM 

ot ill li Jia (It In , 

witli jiitLicit ihctLOiijMjf S^9 

To goods and n s e' port< d- 
To wan nus palled the C(»uit iinpnd 
To lupra cargoes conuii ihni) < m good 6 Id - 
To mone) borrowed ol ti ^ Jin' of Jjigland, foi i^luch 
the J*xch(<]nM b.lls ire (Icpol ted - 

To intereit tlititon hx mon’hs, due the lith March, 
1788, at 4 ptr tent, per annum 
To lundiy articles in the depaitment of the Comnuttee 
of Shipj)'ng (exclufnc of t \| >rts) 

Towhu owing for teas ietimi».d by the buyer*;, and 
re-fold ^ - - - - 

To piopnetors of pi 1 sate tiaJe 

To alins-houlcs at Poplar - • ► 

To intcrtll on annuities - 

To ditto on bonds - - - . 

To dividends on flock - - - 


4^7,091 
• 380,7^0 


4,609,103 
387,6-4 
30,0 o 
23,926 

300,000 

6,000 

15.3-8 

355,600 

- 58. 05 
50^^79 

67,^66 


N. B. The fum due by Go\ eminent ^[^•8,745, 752 

to the Company is - • 4, 200,000 

And the iuni due by the Com- 
pany to tlitir annuitants - 2,992,440 — ■ 

. To which amount* the Company is authorized 
to extend theii annuity dHit, purluant to an 
aft of the 26th Geoige the Third - 1,207,560 

E&fl-India Houfe, May 15, 1788. 

Errors excepted, W. RICHARDSON, Accomp. 



An Account of the Annual Amount of Tcaj brought by th ro:e‘gn Compinics of Euiojle from China 


A. 1788. 
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Fort William, Accountant-General’s Office, ^353°+3 ® 73^953® 

the 15 th September, 1787 * — " 
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1:98 PARLIAMENTARY 
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Bombay Ru/ces‘j Current Rupees. 
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^ PARLIAMENTARY A.1788. 

An Account of the annual Revenues of the EafWndia Cbmpany, in 
the Provinces of Bengal, Baliar, and Orifla, and from Benares and 
Owde ; under the Heads of Mint or Coinage Duties, Poll Office 
Colleflions, Benares Revenue, Owde Sublidy, Land Revenues^ 
Culloms, and the Receipts from the Sales of bait and Opium, for 
three Years, according to the latcll Advices; together with the 
latefi: Kllimate of the lame. 



i) In the Eftimatc for 1787-S, Cicdir is taken for the annual Tribute agreed 
/'wing C. Rs. 4440000 ; and for Balances of former Ycais C. Rs. itiooo, 
talking the Total infeitcd above. But fume Remilfions have been aiinuiily 
^ttned and allowed fiom the Tribute agreed for in 1781, which in Septentber 
to the Amount of C.Rs. 116723, were alioued to Hand as a pcimancnt De- 
yiftioft from the Revenue.— The Eftimatc is thercfoieovcr-rathcd in this Amount. 
As the Government Cuftoms have been ordeied to be abolifhed, this 
A I tide of Revenue will eCafe in future Yeais. The Neat Amount is 


eftimated for 1787-8 at C. Rs. 1459^80. 


Eaft-India Houfe, Errors excepted. Wm. WRIGHT. 

;s|6th Auditor of Indian Accounts. 

An 













Av 1788. D t 

• An Account of the annual Charges defrayed by the Com)>any ia &«r 

Provinces of Bengal. Bahai, and OrifTa, and in Benares and Owde; diftin* 
guiihing the fame under the refpe^^ive Heads of Civil, Military, and Marine^ 
the Chirges of Buildings and Forufications, of colle£ting the Revenues and 
Cuftoms, and the Advances and Charges on Account of Salt and Opium, for 
tfiree Years, according to the lateil Advices j together with the Jateft £Ri« 
mate of the lame. * 


i— 




ERimate. 


i 7 **' 3 ' 

17S3-4. 

1784-5. 

1787-8. 

Civil. 



• 








MinrChaige*' » 

C85J8 

3713* 

36856 


41600 

Poll OITitcs t)o. 

Cliarj'cs'oi. the Refidcncy of 

161507 

>55767 

164069 


170540 

iUnaics 

Do. of the Rclidcnt's A.C 

165085 

161690 

2317997 


250944 

OHirts at Lucknow - 
Do. ul the Supicnie Couit of 

78618 

II4742 

76045 


143981 

{(ulicatuic, and LdwChai* 






i,c, 

470603 

1109018 

74 * 75 * 


609857 

Otlici Cliau'cs lu the Civil 






I ftdbhfhmcnt 

2286152 

36590:4 

4264344 


246x074 

Tot il Civ li Cliaigts C.Rs 

3220503 

5137409 

5512063 

3678981 

Militiry. ^ 






Cliv^cs on th( Company's 






Account, iiieluJing Con- 
ti i6ts, (hiiitin^M lu u and 






K iii^ s I n>« ps 

ib39^'fS3 15043244 

14028694 


8995064 

Do. CM the Xizici’s Account 

5367483 

5822715 

5727600 


5 * 59 * 4 « 

Toni Military Charges C.Rs 

2 17610G6 

’0865959 

19756294 

(*) 

142 547 i» 

Tvlaiiiic - - - 

747094 *>68175 

913053 


536900 

Buildings and romficatums - 

990044 65G561 

890026 


269760 

Revenue Chutes, men Sti- 






pends, Jauhircsand Ccmmiiihun 

10262S03 

1 1 165900 

11^1517 

(0 

93433*5 

CuRoms, Chai r,es ot Colle 'Ikuio 

618309 598696 

602594 


232000 

Salt advances andCliaigcs 

2858996 2435S95 

2790968 


3310793 

Opium, Do. and Du. 

I2S304O 1220000 

1 147676 


I 03 S 934 

a 

Tot^I Charges C Rs 

41741^55 4304859c 

43I25I9I 

30662401 


('ll IliL to^il Mliti, Lh^t ws by the abilr 4 dt Ellimatc ot i787'8, now before the 
Houfe, HiL ftAiLj dC < l <3 14652344 j thifc mcludcfc the Iixpcntt ot Buildings snd Woritf, 
hf’ie itpjtaccd, <n i il c Comniiniuti on the RcvCiiUL^ to Field OfHecrb, added above t# thl 
Rr\citui Cl) 'gts, 111 rn »kc rhem Lomfunn ro the oihtr Yeais. ^ 

(c) fhechitji'i; of ilc Revenue DcpailRieiit appeal, by the Ffttmacs of I787>8, to ml 
rcduc.d r Etcsot.C. Rh below the bum limited U>r this Head of Expente by tlie Lourt*! 
Oiders of April 1785. — I he Jagh ire to Lord Clive AaJcJ from Majj 1784. 

Ihe Commeictal Chargci arc not included above, bcinj» lUud in the feparate Accoatlli 
No 8 (j), to the amount ot C. Ks 1(^42000. 

N. B. It muft be obferved, that the Military Charges will be incrrafed by theAddlth>t 
made to the Cavalry in the bepicinbcr Uil, aud b^ the King's Hegimcot * to bn 
Rationed in Bengal* 

VoL. XXIV. 3 D Ai 







m ATI Y A. 1788. 

“ ^^iccount or me Al^tiu^ Rei^ooues of the Eaft Tndia Company, at the Prcli- 
St: ' ^enCy of Bombay, and the Settlements fubordinate thereto, under the Heads 
of Land Re venues, Cuiloms, and Farms or Licences for Three Years, ac- 
. cording to the latell Adviocs ; together with the latcft Eftimate of the fame. 



178J-3 

i 7 ® 3-4 

1784-3 

per eftimate 
1787-8 

Land Revenues — Rupees 

29,12,632 

5 » 57>999 

4 > 30<777 

r 


— — 

'’. 97 >HO 

7 . 96>*47 

6,39.372 

6,31,701 

"Anns and Licences — 

1,69,176 

1,26,096 

1,63,1 37 

notfpecified 

Total Revenues, Rvipci s 

Eafl -India Hoii fc, 

16th May 1788. 

37 79 ‘® 4 ® 

14,80,342 

22,33,306 

11,76,601 

s 


Am Account of the Annual Charges ckfi.'ut’d bv tbe Hait-TiKlia Company, at 
. the ?rciultuc\ ol liombn\, uiiU the ittiknu iitb luboidii .itc thuicro,tiiUin- 
< the tame un '.Cl ihc rt:pc(^tive Heads (it LimL Aluijiu, Ivliliuuy, 

Buildings and b virt ilivMn 'i* >, I. .d ibe Chargcb c)l cnliectin.; the Revenues 
; 'ahd CuKoms tor Tiuuc \v.ni, acaiidiir^ to the huell Advices; together 
:> with the latell J'JliriMt t'u* lai’ie. 



1^82-3 

I713-4 

17P4-5 1 
1 

pcrcflimatc 

i;87-8 

'^•ivil Charges . — 

10,39,008 

7,16,696 

6,24,383 

7,32,088 

SMbrint Chartres — 

pJKlitary Ch.iigis, including 
|£>King’s TiHX)ps — 

9,69,872 

6,23,779 

6,04,14: 

4,76,003 

r"; 

58,8 1,280 

67,30,74-! 

3*>-^+’7 

21,19,147 

’SSdildinct and rurilflcntions 

ft ■ 

^i|^4rges collccUng the Revenues 

1,92,008 

1,93,340 

1,70,399 

2,13,056 

M(d Cylloiii* — 

2,78,360 

i. 73 > 23 i 

91,894 

1,10,949 

Rupees — 

73,60,528 

84,44,810 

46,45,775 

36,51,245 

Dtdu^f, Revenues — 

37 »r 9,048 

14,80,342 

12,33,306 

1 1,76,601 

ISTeat Charges, Rupees — 

35,8^,480 

60,63,468 

34,12,469 

24,74,644 

■1 ' \ ^ 

' At * 8 . 6 J. per Rupee, Sterling. 

447,685 

870,433 

426,538 

309,320 


(aj It muft be obfervod that the militaiy charges will be increafed in future 
k‘ ^y the two King’s regiments to be flationed at Bombay. 

Errort excepted. Wm. WRIGHT, Aud. Ind, Acets. 

An 


a.i 78«» ® ® . 

An Account of the Number and '<liiS«age of 
. for the Eaft-lndia Company, m the 


TTia'. oi'.Montrofr 
Koi ihuiiilifilanil 
Sodthinj^oi 
1 ail 0>iiu\aUis 
('oiitia("tor 
f niinoia 
Rc \al Charlotte 
]\tpiune 

Ka iger 
Pitt 

Biitlgewater - 
Figot 
Chipman 
Ad. bn L(l. Hughes 
Lord Noilh 
(\unatic 
^ .lentme 
Vanlltlatt 
buliv 111 

Fort William - 
Poii^bornc 
General Goddard 
l.uiopa 
Middhfev: 

1 all ot Mansfield 
York 

Ro>al Bifliop - 
MaiS 

London • 

29 Ships 



B. Th. C.,g. of 

The Cargo of the Mars was Ipft, after her Arrtval 

in England. J. HOLLAND, t 

Eaft-lndia Houfe, Al 

20th May, 1788. 



r 4 ieWi?M-'E:KT’A H Y A. 1788. 

:\li^^iecount of the Aihopnt received at the fevrral Prefidencies of 
' f Eort William, Fort St. George, and Bombay, for Sales of Import 
"Qoods and Stores, and for Certificates on the Court of Diredfors, 
iivitliin the iafi Three Years, according to the laft Advices, together 
with thelateft Efiimate of the fame. 



1782-3 

1783-4- 

1784-5- 


i^LES OF IMPORT GOODS. 





Bengal 

Cur. Rps. 
1 1,04,637 

Cur. Rps. 
10,78,494 

Cur. Rps. 

1 '>,97.693 

Cur. Rps. 
7,11,000 

Madras 

8,25,078 


8.98.67 sj 

8,07,500 

Bombay 

2,14,530 


5,96,060 

7.56,320 


2 144 

1^,09,239 

31,92,428 

22,74,820 

Average of 3 Years 

■V ■ ' 

Cur. Rps. 33,81,970 



J 784-5- 

1785-6. 

1786-7. 

?cr FOintatc, 

1787-8. 

.certificates. 















Bengal 

4.09*932 

3.48.335 

5.72*892 

5,00,000 

Madras 

— 

31,900 


1,49,000 

Bombay • ^ 

3.48.825 

64,443 

43.S21 

none dared. 

1 

7.58.757 

JL. 

4,44.678 

6,16,713 

6,49,000 

Average of 3 Years 

f>' 1 ~ 

Sales df Import Stores 

Cur. Rps, 6,06,716 

cannot be afcertained. 



jj. B. Paeodas converted into Current Rupees, at 425 per 100. 

,w* -Bombay Rupees at 116 Current Rupees per 100. ^ 
jSift-India Houfe, i6th Afayi 1788. 

' Errors excepted, ' Wm. WRIGHT, Aud. Ind. Acjts. 

Amount 






D £ B ir T £ 6. 


A. 1788* 

■* r 

Amount of the Bond and other Debts of the Eaft-Indla CompanjT) 
at their refpedlive Prefidencies and Settlenitnts abroad, accord- 
ing to the lateft Advices ; the Ra|^s of Inttieft v hich fuch Debts 
refptctively can j ; and the annualJVmount of <i vii Intereft. 


^ ^J^CyfLy 3 1 /? 0 / /. 1 7 8 7 , Stoc i ,| 

^ ruiiz d pa Bitjhid^t. 


PriPiipil 


BonJ debts, vi7.— \ mount on whuh nitric Cc h is C. R | 

tt i I — — 

Amuui t itbjHiitin. — i^<;o;72( 


1 aerp \ <*ii 
t ) tliib 
I’ci 10 i 




Tot'll — 

DmI 1 bonds icpofittd by the htc Governoi 
Cr iciil, uiu li 11 to Ih ciiricdtothc^ i 
ittJiit md c n ‘•11 J, Ihiiicipil — | 
Ii ^ K't 


Cl 1 1 fc itcs ifTlicd to this due, Ix-irln^ 1 1 inu- 
ul i Spcrunt.ixi nium,ir\\huh lu in- 
cl iclSi* liclsilIiKil \ the Boirdot 1 1 iJ 
Cunputclinx ctl the ton, being the iiij<>uni 
outit.iiidin , md jU icd hnee ib An ill i,86,| 
which $ not iiilcucd on ihc quick 1 otk — 


Oi del son tiie Trt'ifui) not dtinandfd 

Dcpolits — 

Due on acco int the pioipifcd donitiontotlu 
aimy by S ih D ivvl i, and on bo d to Mi 
Frizcr, which halt bttn received Irom tht| 

BilU gr intcd on Benares, not difcb i^'geJ *^1 

Aiic*!!®, ci\il 

Militar}, including C. Rs. 30H641, on 
account ot ott reckonings, and the ar- 
reais to the King’s tioopb in Bengal 
Mu me ” ■■ — 

Reicnue, of which C. Rs. 568000 iffu-l 
able 111 ctitificates — - 

Commercial — — 


C. R>. 

,S 6 e| 

102 I 327 


77 ^oo| 

1 I yj 


i( ,->[46 

960240! 


Tot'll debts Bengal, C. R«. carried over — 


10' ^Tgi! 


199/) '•ii 


1)0 coo 


i 9 fao' 5 S 3 i 


— 

17284700 

1 20063 
373 W 

255968 

1058634 

240B70 

1599 150 
6479 


9345 / 

2410487 


— 

— 


4 i 37 «* 





PAR LfAMENTARY 

USADRj&t 31 1787, ter ^ici Stoci } pet 

Rvotnfwmth, 


A. 1788# 


. Brought over — 

Bonded debt, at 8 per cent. Pagod & 

DepontCf 8 J cr cent. — . — — . 

Ditto — 6 per cent. —— — 


Total bonded debts, with intercfl — 
Dae on account depofitcb t f Dutch C4ptt rb — — 

of Atcountant C ncral — 

of Mayor's C>urt, dLc. &c — 

4(mars, Civil — ^ ^ ^ 

Milmry — — 

Marine — — 

Due for ground taken and to he t-iken nt Hr ^ T1 I "T horrr, 
&c by the Qiink Stork, Pagt. i,hj, c , bn >v tn l»itci 
in the milita v department of ictc vci tn rn 

Madras, thcit is (fated to be dtie rn tl s irtt i nt, about - 

Due to the privite creditors of the Nabob f( \rc t, foi ihcir 

fliarc of payments made by him — — 

♦ 

Total Madia F — 

Pagodas eftimated, in the laf) iccount rece e ] irom Ftp I 
•1415 C Rs* per 100 pagodas — -- 

SOMBAT, 30 Aprtl^ ^7^7? ^ ^ ^ 

Ravuii ttv7 


Bond debt, with interefl Rupert 

Due on account depolites — _ 

Due to the King of Tjavejico*c 

Anears, Civil — — •— 

Military »»■■■■ — 

Marine -• ^ 


Tot il bomb ly rupees •— 

Batta 16 pc celt •— 

* BRRCOOLEN^ \ft' January^ 178 ;, pit I 
Stock I per Kent e. 


’JNlrtr currency outffanding 
ditto 

^Dl^tes — — 

Xhia the Refidcnts at the out 


Dollars 


f ifloni s — 


Total Bencookn doVars ^ 
at C Rs. per doller — 

Total debts m India — 


1 11 icipal. 


2083451 
1 2 ->00! 
3?!'9S 


*119345 


- 1 
- J 

9 ‘‘J* 
14 '■1 


4x197 

7X^183 

2"t)'-49 


Intcrcf 


1150C 

36 

88 


4*374324 


1 1614^1 


2245 cgpj 
4<5 


302'^^- 

zix 
bf I -)** 
- )a0 


C Rs. 


"I 




I 


[6xc 5 ^p8 
^ >10191 


1437003 
1^7987 0 


6171 

6439 


3534^' 


1x1(15 'w 


*83567 


6211563 


ftietmouAtof the Bond Debts thar has been fubfenbed on the terms 
eff the Com I'a letter of 15th September, i'’S5, bung about 150 
Uchs of carreut rupees, 1$ not included above 

Ant fai 



A. 1788. DEBATES. 



Annual Interejl on the Bond Debts. 



BENGAL. 



)n \;oTid debt, principal - C. Rs. 1 8873338 at 8 per cent, 
y^rjficates — — 16324460! 

Ditto, ilr. ' ble for revenue ar- > ditto 

rears — — 268000 J 

Cur. Rs. 

1 "" 

1 {09867 

1327396 


2837263 

MADRAS. 

Pagodas 


On bond debt, principal — Pag. 2083431 at 8 perctnt. 
On depoiites bearing intcreft 33^95 ^ 

On — 12000 at 8 

166674 

2034 

960 



169668 


at 425 C, Rs. per 100 Pagodas — 

C. Rs. 

721089 

BOMBAY. 


* 

On bond debt — Rupees 16203900 at 9J per C. R. 

1478616 


at C. Rs. n6 per cent. — 

C.Rs. 

1715*941 

BENCOOLEN. 



On bond debt, 1 

and papci dallars 319177 at 10 per cent. — 

currency j 

Dollars. 

31918 


at 2| C. Rs. per dollar 

e. Rs. 

79795 

Total annual intereft •— — 

C.Rs. 

535334 * 


Eaft-India Houfe, Errors excepted, 

i6th May, 17BB. 

Wm. WRIGHT, 

Auditor of Indian' Accountf* 

Comparifqii 



tAktlAMENTARY 


A. f7S8y 




€2oinpariA>n of the eflimated And tfftihl Amount of Rtvcrucs of ihc CiR-Tndia 
Company, 111 Piovinccs of Bengal, Bahar, andOiifTi, ind fiom [jinjnsan Ondt, 
undn rhe iJcdds of Mint or Coinaj>c Pod Office C )IIt-dlK)n^, Roiouc, 

Owde Sub(idy, Lmd Rf-\tnues,C uft Jiul ijicRctcij ib fi m thf SaJesotS It in I Opiui 1, 
for il c Ywai 178A-7 ; and of the Chn^t> dfiFi lycd by the fa^d C impiny in rht Ju d Pio- 
Yinc s, and in Bcnatcs and O \dr* , liRiu ^uifhi g the fime undei (he. refpcO’vc Heads oi 
Civil ’^Tiliiaiy, inJ M trine, the Cli igts of H i IJiiigs iml bo-tih ati ns, of colltffing rlie ^ 
Revenues nul CiiftoiOj, ind the idviiues ^nd C iige* on Accoi lit of Silt and ^>}ino% fo 
the laid Yeai , as fai a!> the itmt can be made up. ^ 4 

» 


REVENULS. 

, h ited 

Amount ( 

It iCtC VC 

01 17 b-7 

‘V.lu 1 [ 
ini ui r 
»-cLC VC n* 
1786 7 

Suiplus 
in tlu 
aetiul 
leceipt^ 

1 

Deficien- 
cy in the 
a^tn 1 
it*.eip 

Mint duticii - — 




iS 09 

- 

4 ‘ A 

Poft-oftice edit dl 10ns — — 


1 00 f 

I 9191 

91., 1 


Benares revcni e — — 

— 


4^1 

1 3 ^ 7 - 


Owde fubfidy — — 

— 

4 > 779''3 

* 3410653 

— 

116 

Land rt venues, ntt nnonnrtxpt tc» to hr rcnlucd 





as the a^hial ^rof eoileLtion*) and chat|.e:i ait 

nofi 

1 




jl jted — 


jx 




Cuiloms^ net amount, fur the lame tcil>n 


, I l^Co 

i( S s-»' 



Sales of lilt, diifo, d tto — 

► 

4 *;< , 

1; 5e-i6 

s ;4 lo 


Ho. of opium, ditto, ditto ~ 


6 ^,x 1 

1 X 3 X i' 9 | 

, 5 3 'P 


7 <tril — 

— 

jt>j 1B5'' 

39919*71 


Iir 

Vcdt fuiplus of ICCClptS 

— 


— 

— 

i 4 I 7 ’S 52 






’iHjO 6 

Drdiifl ch upc«- — 


19,-6103 

f 9^*'9933 

96 437 

4->6< 07 

LnccIs of iftual thaiges 

— 

— 



•) 3*^30 






etf 4 7 

“Ncit icvcnnes 


[§ip rtf 

XuOXp"''*' 

i 62 S 19 > 

7 Ji i ”7 

Excefs of the aduu! neat fuiplus 


S(i4 2x 

1 - 

1 

— 

04 X 



XOOX 9777 



ifi 5 i 99 


* This is the whole nmount leccivcd from the Viztei in the couife of the ^ear, dcdudlipg 
only the pa) inents made for hi» brothcis, and the Kohilia ilipcnds , but ’t mull be oblei ved, 
chat as arrears were due to the Ci oips feiving in 1 1^ dominions on the ifl May, 1786, to the 
aikioun; of about feven latks, uhiefi wtie probably difch ir;^td out of the fiiil piymtnts made 
by the Viaier in 1786-", that amount null t>e coi lidcied as not bclungiiig to the receipts for 
Ciiirent fubfidy for 1786-7, hut for (he b lance of the toimcryear. 

f By dedufiing the chaiqfcs fiom the revenues as cnteicd m the account pi efented to the 
Houfelalt vear, the difference is C Rs. x,a?,i7 9x4, but theic was omitted to be added to (he 
Revenues thefum of C Rs i,3'*,4Co for Ites turmcily uceived by the collcflois, dee. now 
brought to the Company’s account. 

^ By a Bmilar omiffion on the fimt account in this department, in the account ptefented 
laft year, the neat cufloms ueic Ihort Baled C Rs. 6p,6oo. 

§ 1 he neat eflimated furplus of levenues diflcis from that Bated in the account piefenied laft 
vear for the reafons above mentioned, anti bccanfc the buildings and tortibcacioiis are omit- 
ted. bee note |j. 


CHARGES. 






A, 1788. 


1 ' ' * '-iCV 


CHARGES. 


'Oimr»»eJ 
Amount 
7 7. 


Ai^^nal 
Amount 
» 7 S 6 *- 7 .^ 


[Surplus 
in t‘;c 
u^ual 
hargrs 


C I V 1 r.. 

MiitCliaiTCS — 

. .liito — 

Clu-r'^L's n{ rhc Rcfulcncy of lle-iuirt.-*; — 

Do. Lu'lsiiow 

Do ot il.f ^upic-mt M'Lirt o\ jiKluatme, aiul l..ni 

Other clKogo. in the dt il L';'al.!iihm(‘nt — 

. C. R* 


'rolal civil clurges 


4 39 '^' 

1 64 1 () S 
lf) 4 l 63 
I'i) 




45 r.s| 
i(> 5 Z 09 ' 
ii 9 ; 9 ;: — 

3 '' 7 - 7 i 
I 3 a 5 tiS 





34 T 


M 1 L I T A R Y. 

Clni'^cs on the Conipjnv’" ^ 

Ditu/ — Viaum’slUuo 


1 . ^ 54 ^ 13 ] 

4 ? 7 :w;: 


'rotal miftary charges 


T^T.ii^K' rlrirpes — 

R{’\?n\u thMo — 

i nllMiio'i .into — 

Sa I aJv.MKts tn/ eh n «cs — 
t)piunt iiitto 


— I.OU 59 ,' — 

_ (f^ 033 ^ x^jy^plj ^ i 

Tl..-ic heads of (h.ir-'ts 'arc not inWI 
heiv, the In u! , of Revenues hrtng 
ci at ihi ii !'• a* mount, for the rr 
oiven on llic other fnle. 


. 

,119 '-'3 


13: 

Kxcefs of adiul charges — 



- 




01 diiji uii'Uiit ut r.i..t,.c •• t Tlic ai'nal esil'CiKC w IS 'Ihly 4 UiM : 

- 1 .css, 'ic.iK tl.ii avnap t .Vin'cliidca in tli. “ /sii-mint, U.iImik the Jifleicnof lil^ 

llu- Acc.iuni ml ti' nsral '■* /• ,. •• f^ver I 'irtii h'S m»t' ihc Jifad t>£ t/iWit*" 

.. tlK- elhmatcd and .7 h ' ,n. .ted .0 fo larpc »•. 

.1 1.0.1 ilht, rl.n-.cn., and .t ts rrob..Wc «o. o n t ^ ^ i, 

f.M this li ride il IN n..t ccriam wlv'sher the c.t.tr ,*- 01 ^ , 

dni'd m-Ir the head ni' MiUtatj C:h..r.,s -.dnally tneurtsd. 


Eafl India Hoilfe, 
lOih May,l 7 ti 7 « 


Errors excepted. 

\Vm. WRIGH.T,^ , 

Auditor of Indian Acconf|t'|| 


Voh. XXIVi 


' E c 






An Acro^ot^cf the annual Revenues of the I-.'ft Lidia Company, at 
. »jthe PrefifJency of Fort St. George, and the Settkinents fubordinutc 
..-.thereto, ai d rn the Carnatic and Nortln in Ciicars, under the Heads 
of Mint <r Coinage Duties, Rea or Land Curtnms, Suhfidy from 
the Nabob of Arcot and Rajah of'ranioie, T.and Revenues, and 
i "Farms and I/lcenres, for three Yeir.., aiLoidinf to tlie latcll Ac- 
counts; tcgelher with the latell Eilimate of the hiine. 


minngc diiti'^s --- 
^’Cuftoms - - - - 

l^iid Cuftoms - - - - 

^hfdy from the Nabob ol 
I^Arcot ------ 

^fidy from thoRnj:i!i of 
T^injore 


Revenues - - - 

and Licences - - 

iTotal R ©.venue:,, Pagodas 





per Kfti;n?ire 



1783 6. 

] 787-8. 


5171 

470 '' 

4600 

4 8 2 


40 'j-c 

77864 

867.. 

i j 4 5 2 

2121 6 

21000 

6985 -.9 

6:41923 

54«/:/oo 

>0 

0 

0 

4<0por'O 1 

.■cor.^ :■ 

40C'C'00 

40000-0 


J 3 S 398 o| 

1327083 

(/’) 2.04-3:- 

75.^0.' i 

1 

69199 

not. fperi', ' 

. 79 ia(! 9 i 


^420310; 

3 -^ 7 .S'' 4 J 


Deduv'-' 

, Chai-go ^ 

! 

3 i 7»^’3 



l^agodas 1 
1 



Pounds llciling 

38102 


The ai’uual Uihluiy from tlie Xahols hv tlic 1 ite treaty was 
Jifed at () liics of pagodas, of whicli he is to -pav ])agodas 
!’the remninder (i-’COOC) is to Iv received Loin the Kajali of 'Fun- 
the latter, the Hated kills agreed on will vield, between ift 
17S7 and AjJiil 1788, according to the iMadias eilirnate/or 
hat' period, only pagodas 5COOO, making, with the funi ti> be received 
j^jtlthc Nabob, pagodas 7;.]GOOD, the total here inlerled ; but in furiire 
the wliole liiblldv will be brongbr to account. 

The average coliee I ions of the circar'=, from T/S-^ to 1786, w. ;e 
^^r 12 lacs ot^pngodas per annum — rlie receipts for 1786-7 v 
Wtit 13 Incs — they .ire ciLmated for 1787-8 at above 15 lacs, incliul- 
Jl^part of the outflanding balances. ^ 

^friie outftamhng balances of the Circa rs, on the 3Ctli April 1786, 
^Cre pngod<)»'‘(;6o334, ' after writing oiF what fums appeared ii recover- 
ble. On the 3iil of July 1787 they had been reduced pagodas 102000. 


All 
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XU 

An Account of the I'xpcnces of the Ifland of St, Helena, and the Fac- 
toiy of CanU']j, for ll-'ict Yeats, accoiding to the Licfl ^idv ct , 


Si. IILJ.LNA. 

» 7 S-^ 5 

,785 f. 

1786-7 * 

• 

Civil charges' - Pound fteiliig 

IC/ 

( ySi 

6571 

Military charges 

1^1 3’' 

io 753 

18521 

Fortifications - - - 

18 

7 ^) 

79 ’- 

Told chaises - 

i 

- P '3 

24 61 


Revenues aiifing from ren , In wS, cui- 
tonis, 2sc. - ^ - 


Uh 

9(>6 

Ncatchugcs - P'5 nds <li «hng 



.n,S 

CAN! ON, 

- 

1 

1785-6 

1786-7 

<« 

Fi|i£loi y charges - - Tales 

-i- 

f r* 

*r 

00 

c8o;6 

14745 ’ 

re At 6s. Sd. pci talc — poiindb flciling 

■i 8 -i 43 

3 '>o ^5 

1 

49144 


N* B. The faflory clujgcs at Canton are alwass added to the goods 
moiccd toLv4iope. 

Errors cxcepttd. 

W. \\ RIGHT, 

Auditor of Indian Accoiintf* 
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An Account of the Expences of the Refidency of Fort Marlborough 
and its Dependencies, for three Years, according to the latell Ad- 
vices ; together with the lattft I^ftiinatc of t!ie fame. 


- 

17^3-4 

i — 

1784-5 

1785-6 

Kditnatci. 

(dvil charges, — Span. Dllrs. 

1393^8 

14^1002 

155712 


Marine t h .rges — 

1430S 

11511 

13845 i 


■'^T!liLary charges — 

85188 

78861 

85862 


Euildlngs and foitilications 

39552 

‘ 1577 ' 

3 ^ 5 ^ 7 


Total charges — S. Dllr'?. 


1 

254235 

291986 i 


Kevenues aiifing from cuf- 



1 


toms, farms, and Jicenccs 

10672 

i'y>~ > 

9000 


Xe.it cliirges — S. Dllrs. ! 

i 

- J / y V . , 

2-: 3 5'- '3 

; 282986 

i 1 


1 

At ^s. per dollar — fteil. 

i 

6697.6 

60891 

1 

70746 

27650 


X. r>. The Court'.:! orders, March, T7^^5, directed the charges of fht 
rc fulency of I'ort Mari ho rough to he udun d to the (urn ot 27650L: 
but no advice is received of their being earned into eflecU 

Eaft- India Houfe, Errors e\repted. 

j 6 th May, 1 7^' 6. W RIG TIT, 

Auditor of Indian A mounts. 
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A of tbe Eftimate dT th# pF^ab!^ Refourees of the Bengal Gonrarnment, from the 30th April I/87, to tbo 

ift May 1788. 
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THE 

HISTORY 

OP T H B 

PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES 


OF T H B 


HOUSE ofl^ORDS 

In the FIFTH S E S S 1 O N of th® 
Sixteenth Parliament of Great BRiTAiNj 
Appointed to be holden at Westminster 
On Tuesday the 1 8th of May, 1784. 


Tucfday^ November ^ 

TT H E Houfe of Peers met, according to their laft proro- 
gation, when the Duke of York took his feat. His Royiil 
Highnefs, having been by letters patent, dated the f7th of 
November, 1784, in the 24th year of his Majefty’s reign, 
created Duke of York and Albany, was, in his robes, which, 
with the collar of the order of the Garter, his Highnefs h:ld 
put on in the Earl Marfliar^ room, introduced into the 
Houfe of Peers in the following order : 

Sir Francis Molineux, Gentleman Ulher of the Bla(!k 
Rod, with his flaiT of office. 

Garter Principal King of Anns, in his robes, with his 
fceptre, bearing his Royal Highnefs’S patent. 

Duke of Norfolk, Earl Marflial of England. 

Sir Peter Burrell, Deputy Great Chamberlain of Eng- 
land. 

His Royal Highnefs the Dulce of Yotk, carrying his writ 
of fummons, fupported by the Duke of Chandos and Duke 
of Beaufort, and proceeding up the Houfe with the ufual re- 
verences, the writ and patent were^delivered to the Lord 
High Chancellor, Speaker, on the woolfack, and read^ by 
the Clerk of the Parliament, at the table, his Royal High- 
nefs and the reft of the procefiion ftanding near : after which, 

H h a h \3 


parliamentary a. 1787 . 

his Roy dl Highnefs'was condudted to his feat near the 
Throne, and being covered as iifyal, the ceremony ended. 

Soon afterwards, His Majefty came to the Houfe, and 
being feated on the throne with the ufual folemnities, and 
the Oeritlemaii U flier of the Black Rod being fent with a 
meirage, commanding the attendance of the Commons, the 
Speaker, and feveral members, attended l^elo'v the bar, when 
the King made tlie following fpeech from the throne : 

Afy Lords and Centlemcny 

AT the clofe of the laft feflion, I informed you of the 
concern with which I obferved the difpiites unhappily fub- 
filling in the Republic of the United Provinces 

Their fituatlon foon afterwards became more critical 
** and alarming, and the danger which threatene '* their con- 
flitution and independence feemed likely, in confequence, 
to affe£l the fecurity and interefts of my dominions. 

No endeavours were wanting on my part to contribute, 
by my good offices, to the reftoration of tranquillity, and 
“ the main^bsance of the lawful government ; and I alfo 
thought it neceffary to explain my intention of counter- 
afling all torciblc interference, on tlie part of France, in 
** the internal aiTiiirs of the Republic. Under thefe circum- 
fiances, the King of Pruffia having taken meafures to cn- 
** force his demand of fatisfa61ion for the infult offered to 
the Princefs of Orange, the party which had ufurped the 
government of Holland applied to the Moll Chrillian 
‘‘ Kfhg for affiftance, who notified to me his intention of 
“ granting their requeft. 

“ In conformity to the principles which I had before ex- 
plained, 1 did not hefitate, on receiving this notification, 
to declare, that I could not remain a miiet fpedlator of 
the armed interference of France; and I gave immediate 
orders for augmenting my forces both by fea and land. 

“ In the courfe of thefe tranfa6lions, I alfo thought pro- 
per to conclude a treaty with the Landgrave of HelTe 
Caffel, by which 1 fecured the affiftance ot a confiderable 
« body of troops, in cafe my fervice Ihould require it* 

** In the mean time, the rapid fuccefs of the Pruffian 
troops, under the conduiSl of the Duke of Brunfwick, 
“ while it was the means of obtaining the reparation de- 
manded by the King of Pruffia, enabled the provinces to 
deliver themfelves from the oppreffion under which they 
laboured,, and to ro-cftablilh their lawful government. 

^ All fi^jedls of ednteft being thus removed, an amicable 
explanation took place between me and the Moll Chrillian 
King ; and declarations have been exchanged by our re- 
fpeftiveMinifters, by which we have-agreed mutually to 

di(arm> 
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y difarm^ and to place our naval eftablifliments on the fame 
footing as in the beginning of the prefent year. 

It gives me the greateft fatUfadion that the important 
<< events, which I have communicated to you, have taken 
‘‘ place, without diftUIrbing my fubjedls in the enjoyment 
of the blelfings of peace ; and I have great pleafure in ac- 
‘‘ quainting you, that 1 continue to receive, from all foreign 
powers, the fulleft allurances of their pacific and friendly 
difpofition towards this country. I muft, at the fame 
time, regret that the tranquillity of one part of Europe is 
unhappily interrupted by the war which has broken out 
between Rufiia and the Porte. - 

A convention has been agreed upon between me and the 
Moft Chriftian King, explanatory of the tliirteenth ar- 
tide of the laft treaty of peace, and calculated to prevent 
jealoufies and difputes between our refpedlive fubjefiks in • 
** the Eaft Indies. I have ordered copies of the feveral trca- 
lies to which I have referred, and of the declaration and 
counter-declaration exchanged at Verfaill^^ to be laid 
‘‘ before you. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons^ 

« I haue ordered the eftlmates for the enfuing year to be 
<< laid before you, together with an account of the extra- 
ordinary expences which the fituation of affairs rendered 
neceffary. 

I have the fulleft reliance on your zeal and public 
fpirit, that you will make due provifion for the feveral 
branches of the public fervice. I am always defirous of 
confining thofe expences Within the narroweft limits, 
«« which a prudent regard for the public fafety will permit ; 
but I muft, at the fame time, recommend to your par- 
ticular attention to confider of the proper means for 
maintaining my diftant pofleflions in an adequate pofture 
of defenfe. 

Afy Lords and Gentlemen^ 

« The flourifhing ftate of the commerce and revenues of 
this country cannot fail to encourage you in the purfuit 
of fuch meafures as may confirm and improve fo favourable 
« a fituation. 

« Thefe circumftances muft alfo render you peculiarly 
anxious for the continuation of public tranquillity, which 
« is my conttant objedl to preferve. • 

I am, at the fame time, perfuaJed you will agree with 
mein thinking, that nothing can more elFefkually tend 
to fecure fo invaluable a blefiing, than the zeal and una- 
« nimity which were fliewn by all ranks of my fubjedls on 
^ « the 
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** the late occafiim, and which mantfelled their readinefs to 
« exert themfelves whenever the honour of my crown, and 
“ the interefts of my dominions, may require it.” 

After His MajeAy had quitted the Houft , Lord HeafhfielJ 
took the oaths, and his feat oh the Baton’s bench — His Lord- 
fhiy was introduced by Lord Rodney and Lord Delaval ; 
after which the Marquis Townfhend went through the for- 
malities of his recent creation to that dignity. He was fup- 
ported by the Marquis of Buckingham and the Marquis of 
Lanfdown. 

The Lord Chancellor then read a copy of His MajeAy’s 
fpeech, which being again read over by the clerk, 

Earl of The Earl of Harrington rofe, and obferved that it was with 

Harrington, peculiar fatisfadkion that he requeAed the attention of their 
LordAiips on the prefen t occafion, though he w'as con- 
vinced that it was not necelTary for him to fay much to 
induce them to agree to an addrefs which he Aiould have 
the honour to move, nor did he conceive that it was requi- 
llte at any great length, to urge their LordAiips to give 
their approlSition to meafures, the refult of which had 
proved fo fortunate for the honour and intereAs of Great 
Britain. Every man who beheld this country rifing from 
depreAion, to that rank among the nations of Europe in 
which Aie had long Hourilhed, and which it had been the 
labour of our anceAors to preferve, muA feel a glow of fatis- 
faflion in contemplating the prefent aufpicious moment. 
The meafures had been adopted, as a natural confequence 
of the alarming interference of France in the diAentions 
which unhappily diAurbed the conAitutional Government 
of the United Provinces, had not only reAored the public 
tranquillity, but defeated the deep defigns of an enemy which 
we had every reafon to dread, and which we ought perpe- 
tually to watch with a jealous eye. To gain an afcendency 
in the councils of Holland had been the favourite objedk, 
and the invariable policy of France for a long feries of years: 
and it » was unneceffary for him to fay how fatal thofe de- 
figns, had they fucceded, might have proved to his country. 
Happily they were now fruArated, he hoped, for ever. He 
would, for a moment, fuppofe, that the party againA the 
Houfe of Orange had prevailed, and to fupport their caufe, 
that they had thrown themfelves into the arms of France; 
what would have been the natural confequences ? The 
AuArian Netherlands, which were at ib great a diAance 
from the feat of Empire, Vrould probably have been the ArA 
facrifice to the pri^e and ambition of their new ally. And 
would not this country have bad every thing to dread from 
the jundlion of the marine of Holland with that of the 
Houfe of Bourbon ^ 


Upon 
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. Upon this occaiion, no inconfiderable degree of praife was 
due to MiniAers for their aflive and fpirited exertions againft 
an oppolition fo formidable in its nature. Had they lin- 
gered in negociation, their endeavours would probably have 
proved fruitlefs, and the confequence might have again 
plunged us into a ruinous, cxpeniive, and unequal war. It 
was, therefore, with the .moA unfeigned fatisfaftion that he 
now viewed the reverfe of the pidture, and that he again 
beheld his country in fo flouriAiing and flattering a fituation: 
a fituation which had been purchafed without the blood of 
her armies, or the expenditure of her treafures. He hear- 
tily congratulated the Sovereign on an^occafu)!! fo honour- 
able to his Councils, and fo grateful to the nation at large, 
and he hoped he would long enjoy thofe honours which now 
fell thick around him. 'I'he Earl of Harrington then en- 
tered upon a Aiort detail of the motives which had induced 
the King of Pruflla to take a decided part in the dif- 
putes of Holland, and complimented the Prince of lirunfwick 
on the good condiuSl: which had dlAinguiflied his operations 
in re-eAablilhing the conAitutional Government. He con- 
cluded with moving, that a luimlile addrefs be pr^fented toHis 
MajeAy, to aflaire him that His MajeAy’s moA dutiful and 
loyal fubjerts, the Lords fpirituai and temporal, in Parlia- 
ment aAembled, beg leave to return His Mnjefty their hum- 
ble thanks for his moA gracious fpcech from the throne. 

'J'hat they ackowledge with heartfelt gratitude his Ma- 
jeAy’s conAant regard to the intcreAs of his people, which 
could not be more fully manifeAed than by his attention to 
the difputes lately fubfiAing in the Republic of the United 
Provinces. 

That the danger with which their conAitution and inde- 
pendence were threatened could not but affedt, in its pro- 
bable confequences, the fecurity and intereAs of His Ma- 
jeAy’s Kingdoms. 

^hat they beg leave, therefore, humbly to exprefs their 
higbeA opprobation of His MajeAy’s juA and wife determi- 
nation to counterafl all forcible interference on the part of 
France in the internal affairs of the Republic; and that 
they acknowledge, in the fulleA manner, the propriety and 
neceffity of the declaration made by His MajeAy in con- 
formity to thefe principles, when the intention of the MoA: 
ChriAian King to aflSA the party which hadilpfurped the 
government of Holland was notifled tp HlS MajeAy. And 
that they cannot but heartly applaud the wife "and vigorous 
Aeps taken by His MajeAy for the augmentation of his 
force§*by fea and land; meafures which, while they pre- 
pared the country for the emergency which might arife, 
were the moA likely to prolong the bleffings of peace. 

That 
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That they learn^ with particular fatisfadion, the rapid 
fuccefs of (lie Pruffian troops under the aufpicious condufl:” 
of His Serene Hiehnefs the Duke of Brunfwick} which has 
obtained for His rrul&an Majeily the jul) reparation which 
be dcnaanded, and enabled the provinces to deliver them* 
felves from the oppreflion under which they laboured^ as 
well as to eftablifh their ancient and lawful government. 

That the important events which have taken place, with- 
out difturbing His Majefty’s fubje£ls in the enjoyment of 
the bleflings of peace, afford matter of cordial congratula- 
tion to His Majefty; and that they are happy to lee His 
Majefty enabled to enter into an agreement with the Moff 
Chriftian King for difarming,* and placing the naval efta- 
blilhments of the two countries upon the fame footing as 
in the beginning of the prefent year. 

That they beg leave to return their humble thanks to His 
Majefty for ordering the feveral treaties and conventions 
to be laid before this Houfe, and to affure His Majefty that 
they (hall fee with fatisfadlion any arrangement calculated 
to prevent jealoufies and difputes between His Majefty’s fub- 
jedls and thofe of the Moft Chriftian King in the £aft 
Indies* 

That His Majefty may depend upon their concurrence in 
fuch meafures as it may feem expedient to adopt, in con- 
feouence of ihe other engagements entered into by His Ma- 
jefty, as well as fuch as may be neceflary for placing His 
Majefty’s diftaiU pofleffions in an adequate pofture of de- 
fence. 

That the flourifliing ftate of the commerce and revenues 
afford them the higheft fatisfaftion, and cannot fail to fti* 
mulate them to ufe their utmoft endeavours to confirm and 
improve fuch important advantages, as well as to concur 
with His Majefty’s paternal wilhes for the continuation of 
the public tranquillity. 

That they lament that hoffilities (hould have broken out 
in any part of Europe; but that they receive with fatis- 
fa«5lion the information that His Majefty continues to be 
aflured of the pacific difpofition of all foriegn powers to- 
wards this country^ 

That they refleA with pleafure on the zea! and unanimity 
Ihewn by all funks of His Majefty’s fubje£ls on the late* 
pccafion, ^it mu ft give more weight to the affurances 
which they now humbly offer to His MajefW, that, with 
every wifh to cwltivate the bleffings of peace, they 
jfh^l be aiway$ , ready to exert themfehes to the uN 
moft, when the honour of His Majefty’s Crown and the 
inteieft of his people may require it. 


Vifeount 



A. O E' fe' 

, Vifcount Bttlkelqfy fecon^Og the niotion> faiil i 
Lordsy 

I have been fo little accuflomed to deliver my fentiments 
in public, that I fhould tremble at my own prefumption in 
oiFering myfelf to your notice, ifl was not well affured of 
your candour and indulgence. — Though I experience the 
full weight of the talk which I have impol’ecl on myfelf in 
feconding the noble Lord in a motion for a dutiful addrefs 
to His Majefty, I confefs, my Lords, I feel fome degree 
of vanity ill claiming your attention at this particular junc- 
ture, which the wifdom and the fpirit of His Majefty, and 
Ids Minifters, has rendered proud and glorious to all who 
Jove their country, and willi well to its profpcufy and 
luccefs. — It is unneceflary for me, my Lords, (particulaily 
after what has been fo well and properly faid by the noble 
]'.arl) to take up a moment of yours Lordfliips’ time, in 
Older to induce you to teftify that refpedt winch tin’s Houfe 
js, I am fine, difpofed to return in anfwer to His Majefty’s 
moll giacious Iptech from llie throne. — The principal points 
which His Majefty has dwelt upon, lelatc to the diflentions 
in the Republic of Holland, the iile and progrefs of which 
liave been the more obferved and lamented hy the people of 
iMigland, bccaufc they involved with them the diffolution 
of the old ties and connedlions between the two countries. 
— They were bioken by the mad infatuation of a patty in 
the Republic, determined on the deftrudbion of their old 
conftitution, and encouraged hy a confidence in the inter- 
feience of the Court of France. — 1 need not tell your Lord- 
Jhips that their enmity to the Stadtholder, and to the ad- 
lieients to the old conftitution, were replete with objedbs 
ultimately of the moft dangerous confequerces t 9 this 
country.— His Majefty and his Minifters faw the tendency 
of thefe combinations igainft thefecuiity of his kingdoms, 
and the immediate and urgent neceflity of co-operating 
with the King of PrufTia, to fupport the legal authority of 
the Stadtholder and of the old conftitution of Holland In 
inentioning the King of Pruflia, I cannot refrain from ob- 
ferving to your Lordftiips how noble a part he has adled 
on a late occafion, and how worthy the fucceflTor of his im- 
mortal uncle; nor can 1 refiain from joining my tribute of 
admiration to that of the noble Earl, of the tnijifcendent 
military and political talents difplayed by that illuftrioos 
Prince fo nearly allied to this country, to^wliom the King 
of Ptuffia thought proper to entruft the command of his 
army in Holland. The decLiration of the Moft Chri ft ian King, 
figniiied by his Minifter at fhis Court, left to His Ma- 
jefty no alternative, conftftent with thole principles which 
VoL XXIV- I i bis 




Vi/connt 

fiucklcf. 



F:ARLl^XMENrARY A^iySy. 

his regard to the dignity of his Crown, and bis a(Fe£tion 
to the intereAs of his people, fuggefted to him,— You faw, 
iny Lords, how all lanks of men preffed forward lo lup- 
port the exertions which the King of a free country alone 
can make when he reigns in the hearts and alFeilions of 
his Parliament and of his fubjefls. — Subfequent explana- 
tions afterwards took place, and the declaration and counter* 
declaration between the Courts ot France and Great Britain 
hnally fettded the points at iflue. — As tholf papeis are to be 
laid before you, I will leave your Lordfliips to comment 
upon them, and to read them with a pride and latisfa£lion 
which they cannot fail to excite in your hearts. — The con- 
fequences and probable efFe^Sls of thefe events will, 1 trufl:, 
be the reftoration to this country of her old and natural 
alliances. — I lie ground of thefe expe£tations,as well as other 
details, I leavt to be explained to your Loidfliips by His 
Maj(fty*s Mmiflers. — 'll theie great advantage^, have been 
obtained to this countiy under the aufpices of a Minifter 
who, befides a hereditary claim to your confidence, has now 
by his foreign negociations, as before by his internal ma- 
nagement of your lefources, proved hiinfrlf equal, if not 
fui»eiJOi, at a ver) eaily period of his life to an> of thofe 
great clnracltt s who have ever adorned this country. It is 
under his adminiftration that this countiy is leftoied to the 
rank and conlcquence it foimerly held in the political 
fcale of Lurope — I have now, my Lords, moft liumbly to 
thank your Loid/hips for allowing me to intercept your 
attention from oihers much more defirvingof it, and toex- 
prels mv lincere hope, that in teihfymg ever y exprtflion 
of loyalty and attachment to the perfon of His Mijtfty, 
.nnJ to the fife y ot his domin ons, juiiu J to an appiobition 
of the mtaiuies vs'liich hnye been ulopted, theie will not be 
found amongfl your I^oidfhips a diffentient voice. 

ThcBifliop ot Llandaff rifing next, iaid : 

My Lotdsy 

When the commeicnl treaty with Fnnce was agitated in 
Parliament during the laft ieflion, I made an oblervation 
which I will, on this occafion, take the liberty to recall 
to youi Lordfhips* iecolle«5f ion In adverting to the 
impoitance of the tiade of Holland to ibis country, 
I exprtfled myfelf, as neaily as I cm now lecollefl, in the 
following terms: — I knew nor, 1 laid, by what ill-judged 
polic\ in otie country, oi in both, it had happened, that the 
ffood UM(le« /landing which had formerly fubfifted betwqpn 
Great Britain and Holland had of late years been much in- 
terrupted; furc I was, that it was for the moft eflcntial 
intcrefts of bbth countiies tliat it ftiould, as foon as poflible, 

be 
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be jreftoredj for that I had ever confidered Holland as the 
firmeft barrier to this country againft the ambition of 
France; inafnaucli as if France fliouldever, either by force 
or fraud, become really or virtually poflefled of the marine 
of Holland, in addition to, or coniundlion with, her own, 
there would be an end of our iiillory as a grenr, commer- 
cial, and free peo])Ie. And as to that Republic, Ihe was 
infatuated, I thought, by^ her divifions, if Ihe did not per- 
ceive, that /lie could never he f^^cured againft the machina- 
tions of continental defpotifm but by the fliiidd of Britain. 
— It would bean abufe of your Lord/hips’ patience to fpend 
any time in fliewing, how the pnfent circumftances of the 
two countries coincide with, and confoTm to, tlie truth of tliis 
ohfervation in botli its parts; there is not a noble Lord in 
the Houfe, nor a perfon out of it, who has turned the fub- 
je£l in his thoughts, but mu ft clearly perceive, that the 
pfcfent view of the (jovernment of Great Britain and of 
Holland, are in perfcdl correfpondence with the ideas heie 
thrown out. 

It was not, however, for tlie fake of making this rematk 
that I have troubled your Lordfhips with a repetition of 
the obfervation ; but from a de/ire of fbewing the confif- 
tence of my own condu£l, by explaining the ground of the 
opinion which I mean this day to deliver* 

My Lords, it is impo/llble for fhe, whofe mind is occu- 
pied by fuch idoas as I have mentioned, not to give a clear 
and full approbation of the meafures, which His Majefty^s 
Minifters have bet n purfuing for the lalt three montlis ; 
they have been, I humbly think, founded in great political 
wifdom, and executed with vigour and expedition. To 
have opened the eyes of the Duch nation to their true in- 
terefts, to havedifengaged them from the net by w hich French 
policy had entangled them, and to have united them w'ith 
fuch firmnefs and policy, in bonds of amity and intereft to 
this country, are meafures for which His Majefty’s Mi- 
nifters deferve the thanks of their country ; for which at 
leaft (however defpicable the fupport of a poof Bifhop may 
be in theeftimation of men high in rank, and high in office) 

I now give them mine with cordial fincerity. 

One difficulty, my Lords, has occurred to me in weigh- 
ing this fubjeft ; it is a difficulty of fome importance: I will 
IJate it. — On the principles of the law of nature and nations, 
what right had Great Britain or Pruffia to interfere by force, 
in fettling the internal difputes of an independent ftate? 
Was it the right which every individual in a ftate of nature, 
(and all independent nations are in that ftate) poflelTes, of 
affifting ihofe whom he fees oppreffed by unjuft force? No; 
tp fay it w^s that right, is to take the queftiqn for granted, 

I i 2 fince 
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fince the oppotj^ts pf the Sjtadthii^r will not allow tjiat 
he was oppr^4 unjuft force* Was it the right of 
aiEfting the ptajarity of a country, to recover their antient 
civil conftitution from the encro^chqients and iifurpation of 
a daring and deluded fadiion ? I truft, my Lords, it was 
that right ; I truft that the majority of the Dutch nation 
were defirous rather of reinftating the Stadtholder in his 
authority, than of reftridling it within narrower limits than 
he had formerly poffefled ; I truft, I fay, that ^ it was that 
right; but I do not know that it was; I am not enough 
acquainted with the wifties of the majority of the Dutch 
nation on this head. Upon what other ground then, is it, 
that I have proceeded in approving, not merely as ufeful, 
but as juft, the meafures of Adminiftration t It is on the 
ground of fclf-prcfervation ; for if France had gained Holland, 
we had been undone^ 

There is a queftioii much debated amongfl- writers on 
juiifprudence, which is very applicable to the cafe in point ; 
I will mention it nearly in the words ofGrotiiis: contra 
erfeeniem potentiam nhnitim aiuHa noccre pofju^ licet nc 
arma jumne ? Cirotius and I'utrcndorff determine this quef- 
tion in the negative. 1 ftioulcl Idufli with fiiame, in op- 
pofing my opinioh to luch higli authority, if I could not 
give a reafon for it. It is not the mere po/Ebility of our 
being injured i)y the growing power of France, that jufti' 
fies us in taking up arms againft her, hut it is the probabi- 
lity united with the poflibility ; it is the probability that if 
Die had tlie power, ftie would not want the will to do it. 
1 here is not a Cabinet in Flurope which is to be trufted 
with the power of enlarging her dominions ; and no one 
believes that France ismoic to be trufted than any other. 
When it is (aid that Holland and the other ftates of Europe 
are independent ftates, the propofition is true only in a cer- 
tain conlideration ; for they all depend one upon the other, 
like the links of the chain ; and it is the bufinefs of (ireat 
.Britain to watch France, of France to watch Great Britain, 
and of every link of this chain to watch everv other, left 
any one of them fliould become fo weighty and powerful, 
as to drag down to perdition, to the lofs of perfonal liberty 
and political importance, ,every other. This is the prin- 
ciple upon which all the wars undertaken fot preferving the 
balance of power in Europe have proceeded, and on this 
principle our prefent meafures are to be jufiified. 

I do not mean frequently to take up your Lordftiips’ time 
on political fubjedlff^; hut liaving, on a late occafion, with 
great freedom and ftneerity, condemned the meafures of Ad- 
miniftration, becaufe they appeared to me fubverfive cf the 
.commercial principles Jby which we hqd hitherto lb highly 

profpered, 
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[Vofpered, and in other refpefts dangerous to tlie ftate; I 
tVought it but common juftice to them and to myi'elti to ex- 
prefs my full and decided approbation of the preleiit ineal'ures, 
which I cannot but confider as highly lalutary to tlie beft iii- 
terefts of the community. 

Will the Houfe permit me to indulge my private feelings 
for a fingle moment on a different fuhieft ? It is a fuhjedl: 
which none of your Lordfhips will ever hear witliout regret, 
which Ilhall never think of without forrow — dciUh of the 
Duke of Riituind, J'hcdead lillen not to the cominend.u ions 
of the living, or, dearly as 1 loved him, 1 would not now have 
praifed him. 

'I'he world, my Lords, was not aware of half his ability, 
was not confcious of half his worth; 1 had long and jull ex- 
perience of them both. 

In the conduct of|niblic affairs his judgonu nt was equalled, 
I verily believe*, by few men of his age ; Ills |)rol)ity and dif- 
intciellednels were, lam confident, oxceedeil by none, — /\ll 
the letters wliich I received from him rcfpevling the public 
ITate of lieland, and they were not a few, \v»‘ie writ ten wiih 
lliong good fenie, and in nervous language. 'L hey all bn alli- 
ed the fame liberal I’pirit, had all tlie fanu* noble tendency — 
not that of aggrandi'/ing (Ireat Britain by the ruin of In land 
— not tliat of building up Iivlaud at the expence of ( ivciVc Ihi- 
tain — but tliat of promoting the united mtereils of both coun- 
tiK'S, as eifential parts of one common einplie. 

In private Ilf my Lords, I know that he had a flrong 
f^nie of religion on Ids mind, and he fhew ed it by imitating 
hi. illuftrious lather in the praflice of oue of its moll charac- 
tenftic parts — in being alive to every impulfe ot compaffiou. 
Hii* family, bis friends, his dependents, all his connedlioiis, 
can vvitnelsfor me the warmth and the fincerity of his perlb- 
naJ attachments. 

From the time Miis young nobleman was admitted a pupil 
under me at Cambridge, I have loved him, my Lords, with 
the affefliion or a brotlier ; and I have, through life, on every 
occafioii of difficiilty fpoken tOrhira, and I thank t.jod ihac 
1 have done !(', wdlli the iirmnefs and finceritv ^ i a fatlicr. 
Your Lordfliips will judge then. 'all private intercit totally 
out of the queftion, how inexpreflib^y Iliavc been, and am, at- 
flicied by his death. 

His memory, 1 truft, will be long, long revered by the? 
people of this country, long held Icar by the people of Trc- 
land— -and by myfelf I feel it will coJl^iniJe to be held mod 
dear as long as I live. 

Vifeount Stormont proteAed that it was always his incli- 
nation to agree in the addrefs to the Throne; nor did he evft- 
diffent from it, except on tbofe occafions w^hen a fenfc of his 
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duty as a Member of that Houfe faperfeded all compliment; 
In the prefent inftance he had no objection to concur Wth 
the addrefs which had been moved, and feconded by the two 
noble Lords oppofitc to him with fuch uncommon ability. 
This declaration would not, however, he trufted, be con- 
fidered as binding him to a general approbation of all the 
points which were included in His Majefty’s fpeech, and 
which, as ufual, were re-echoed in the addrefs. Many of 
thofe he had not yet an opportunity of examining, fo as to 
afcertain wliether they deferved his ceni'ure or applaufe ; and 
there were fome topics involved in fuch obfcurity, as to ren- 
der it impolRble for him to give any opinion concerning 
them in that early period of the leffion. With this modifi- 
cation, he had no difficulty in his mind to fay, that the ad- 
drefs met with his approbation. He would go farther, and 
give Minifters the fandlion of his voice for the meafuresthey 
had lately adopted. He thought the armaments which had 
been made neceffary, in the critical junfture of public af- 
fairs, the prei'ervation of the Stadtholder’s rights, (for fo he 
confidered them) the refioration of the ancient conftiturion 
of Holland, and the dearefl intereftof this country, required 
vigorous exertions on the part of Government ; but while he 
was ready to exprefs his coincidence with tliofc proceedings, 
he could not but recur to the ftrange and inconfiftent lan- 
guage and condudl of his Majefly’s Minifters, dating from a 
period not very remote. 

On this occafion their Lordfhips might naturally fuppofc 
that he alluded to to the debates on the commercial treaty, 
when that Houfe was fo much entertained with the alTurances 
of the amicable and peaceable intentions of the court of 
France. — When the highell ftrains of poetical imagination 
were employed to depift the ferene, unclouded atmofphere 
which we weie in future to enjoy — A ftate of blifsful indul- 
gence, which nothing could caft a lhadc on but the unfound- 
ed jealouftes and vifionary fufpicions of thofe who, like him- 
felf, were diftruftful of Gallic friemlftiip and Gallic faith.- — 
Yet, beautiful as were fuch deferiptions, it could no longer be 
denied, that at the very moment when Minifters were with 
a childilli credulity, fwallowing thofe profeffioiis, and cram- 
ming them down the throats of that Houfe, ftorm was 
aftually gathering which threatened the annihilation of the 
political importance and fplendour of this country. 

No longer did it remain a fecret that the cabinet of Ver- 
failles was at that very period exerting every engine of in- 
trigue topoffefs itfelf of an ahfoiute control over the U nited 
Provinces. That they had farted of their objeft, he attri- 
ibuted folely to the in terpofiiion of Providence; for, had not 
the Frei^h party, or thofe wJ)0 called themfelves patriots, /n 

HoUandj 



SA.1787. DEBATES. 

.Holland, and whom Minifters, not vciy refpeflfully towards 
tieir good friends, had ftigmatized as ufurpers, been fo infa- 
tuated as to refufe the redrefs demanded by the King of Pruf- 
fia for the indignity offered to his lifter, what circumftance 
could have prevented the French from continuing their ma- 
chinations in that country ? Had that deluded faction come 
forward, and profefled their readinefs to make ev/ry repara- 
tion in their power for tlie infult which the Princels of 
Orange had met with, furely the King of Pruflia could not 
have found even the flighteft pretext, coniiflently with liis 
own public declarations, for interfering forcibly in the af- 
fairs of the republic. This being tho^cafe, what merit could 
Adminiftration arrogate to theinfelves for the happy turn 
which things had taken ? ’fo judge from the language of the 
King’s fpeech, one would be led to fuppofe tliat the diftur- 
bances in Holland had originated within a very fliort time 
preceding the late revolution. Was the fadf fo } or rather he 
fliould afk, had not Adminiftration, with an unpardonable 
fupinenefs and indifference, fuffered the Stadtholder to be 
driven from the Hague, to be divefted of his moft facred and 
valuable rights, and to he nearly expatriated before they took 
any fteps to relieve liim ? Lulled to reft by thefe Icducing, 
but delufive, profefiions of their mve/ friends, they permitted 
them to purfue their policy in Holland, without taking one 
effeftual ftep, with which, at Jeaff, the W’orld was acejuaint- 
ed, to countera£l them ; and if tins country had now reco- 
vered her ancient alliance with the United States, and re- 
gained her aiceiidance in the political fcale of Europe, it was 
peifedlly fair for him to aferibe that glorious event to the 
iingular and unforeleen occurrences which had happened, ra- 
ther than to the wiidom and forefight of Minifters. 

Lord Stormont next taking a view of the adlual fituation of 
I' ranee, fuggefted a defence for the condudl of the French 
Minifter, from the words of Dido to ./Lneas, res dura^ 
regni novitas^ &c. He dwelt on the diflradted fituation of 
that country, and exprefled his hope that the fpirit of liberty 
which had lately appeared there might become general. To 
that deranged Itate, more tlian to their affbdtion and com- 
plaifance for Minifters, he attributed their readinefs to dif- 
arm. Not having feen the official authentic declaration 
which produced that^ he muft rcfcrve his opinion toi'ome fu- 
ture day. He could not, however, avoid remarking, that 
Spain appeared to be totally unnoticed in it, although it was 
perfeSly well underflood that this power, whofe true intereft 
fhould lead her to an alliance with England, had declared her 
approbation of the fleps taken by France with regard to Hol- 
land, and had affuallymade confiderable naval and military 
preparations, in order to fecond her ally* This circumftance, 

coafldering 


m 
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confidering hovY mucli Spain was influenced by French pollf- 
tics, was too ferious to be parted over without inveftigatiofi. 
He would, liovvevei, refrain from urging any thing farther 
on the fiiiijecft, fatisfied that as a proipedt of much informa- 
tion fiom his Majefty’s Minirters was prefented, they would 
fatisfy the Houfe upon that, as well as many other parts of 
the f])eech, which required elnciilation. 

In conclufion f,ord Srormont obferved that Minillers were 
liighly icprehenfilde for their negloiSt of our Eaft-lndia terri- 
tories. 1 le admitted tluit the f rench naval force in that 
quarter of the glolic was not, abflradledly taken, very great, 
but C'Mnpned to ours, it was alUpowerful ; and had France 
, ‘ contiiiii d her hortile j^roparations, there was no doubt hut 

that they might have feized upon all our commerce in that 
country before any reinforcement could he fent out for its 
proteftion. "I'hus charge he would not urge in the abfenceot 
the noble J.ord at the head of the -Admiralty, were the neg- 
]e£l: imputable to Inm ; but as it Jay folely with the confi- 
dential iervantsof tlie crown, againft whom lie urged it as a 
matter of ferious criniination, he was reftrained by no delicacy 
from Jilting it. lie did not, however, mean to go farther 
than by placing before llicir eyes the dangers which they had 
. efcaped, to draw their attention more immediately to thofe 

impoitant ol)j ifls which involved- the mofl effential interefts 
of this country, and an inattention to which might, at a fu- 
ture period, prove fatal to us as a great, commercial, poll- 
tical, (and what W’as above all) a free people. 

Marquis of "i'lic Marquis of ex prefled his fatisfaftion in the 

Cirmariinn concurrence to the motion. He was iin ’ 

donhtedly entitled to rel'crve his objevSions to any part of it 
^ whicii lie might think demanded farther dirriiflion. The co • 

pies of iht In alies would be laid before- the Houfe in a few 
"“i days, W’lien the noble Vifeount would liave an opportunity 

of examin ng them with his ufunl accuracy. With refpedl 
to what had fallen from the noble Vifeount, relatively to 
what he had faid when the bufinefs of the Commercial 
Treaty was debated, he had not been fo corredf. Neither 
he, nor any of his Majefty's Minifters^ had ever faid, that 
any important political advantage which this county enjoyed 
ought to be given up for tlie purpofe of accomplifliing a 
Treaty of commerce with France — On the contrary, be had 
invariably afferted, that, though it was a defirable objedt for 
us to'live upon gpod terms with France as long as flie would 
fufFer us, yet flill we ought to watch all her motions with a 
jealous eye. Our late fuccefs, fo far from lulling us into 
ieciirity, would only tend to increafe ouf vigilance, fo that 
lio danger was to he apprehended from the fdpinenefs or in- 
adlivity of'MiniflerS) as long as they enjoyed the confidence 
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of |he people^ which was fo confpieuoufljr manifirfllHi tiM tiler 
Jatdoccafion. ^ 

£01 d approving of thcr Addrefs and meafuresof Go^ 
vemment, affirmed that the obfervations of the noble I-,orJ 
in the gieen iibhon weie, io tar as refpfdlrd our conti- 
nental influence, highly improper. He wiftiecl him to re- 
colJedl, that he formeiry heJon^ed to that dettftahle, Admi- 
iniliation which hid almofl deftroyed our continental influ- 
ence, and brought out political impoitance in Euiope to the 
very verge of i uin. 

The 1 >uke of Norfolk expr^fled his general approbation of Duke of 
the mealuies which had been carried ’^to ^MMition, and of Norfolk^ 
the good conlequtncfc which had, relulted from them. He 
appioved alio of thil part of His Ma)clty\ fpeecli which re- 
commended the putting om dillant pofleffions into a proper 
ftate ot defence, but refer v^d any obfervations he might 
make on ’hat lubpeSt t 11 a furure chy. 

The Lord Chiitutllof then put the qut. ftion, and the motions The Lord 
for an addi is was earned netnine d [f ntinve^ Chancellor- 

The Houle then went into a Committee to prepare the 
Adduls, which was leported and agreed to. ‘ 

1 he Houle adjourned. 

n ednefday the 28/A of November. 

The llou^e went in proceflion to St. Jameses with the 
folK wing Addrels : ^ 

The humble Mdyefi of the Honowable the Lords Spiritual 
and Timpjraly in Pinhamint affim hd. 

Die Mar tis^ 27^ Novemlrisy 1787. 

Mod Gracious Sovereign, 

W E, yoiii Majedy’s mod dutiful and loyal fubjofls, 

“ the Loids Spiiitiil and Temporal, in Parliament allem- 
hied, beg leave to return your Majedy our humble tlianks 
“ for your mod giacious (peech fiom the throne. 

‘‘ We acknowledge with heaitfclt gratitude your Ma- 
** jedy\ condant regard to the inteieds of youi people, 

“ which could not he more fully mniifeded than by your 
attention to the difputes lately fubfiding in the republic 
‘‘ of the United Provinces. 

“ The danger with which their conditution and iiidepcn- 
‘‘ dence were threatened, could not hut afteft, in its probable 
« confequences, the fecurity and iiitereds of your Majedy’s 
kingdoms. 

We beg leave therefore humbly to exprefs our bigheft 
“ approbation of your Majefty’s jud and wife deteimina- 
tion to counteract all forcible interference on the part of 
VOL.XX1V. Klf « France, 



France, in tiiii- internal affaira the Republic; and /wc 
acknowledge in the fulleft manner the propriety andine- 
“ cefliry of tlie Declaration made by your Majefty in don'- 
formity to thefe principles, when the intention of the 
Mofl: Chriftian King to allift the party which had ufurped 
the government of Holland was notified to your Majelly, 
for the augmentation of your forces by fea and land ; , 
meafures which, while tht;y pn^pared the country for any 
emergency which might arife, were the molt likely to 
prolong the bleffings of peace. 

‘‘ We learn, wiih particular fat isfa£l ion, the rapid fuccefs 
of the Pr Lillian troops under the aufpicious condudt of his 
Serene Highnei's tlie Dpke of Biunll^'ick, which has ob- 
tained for his Prufiian Majefty the* juft reparation which 
he demanded,- and enabled the provinces to deliver them- 
felves from the oppreflion under which they lahouied, as 
w^cll as to eftaldirti their ancient and lawful govern- 
ment. 

The important events which have taken place, without 
difturbing your Majefty’s iubjedls in the enjoyment of the 
** blefiingsot peace, afford matter of cordial congratulation 
to your Majefty ; and w'c are happy to fee your Majefty 
enabled to enter into an agreement wiih ihe Moll Chriftian 
^ King for diilirming, and placing the naval eftahlifliments 
^ of the two countries upon the fame footing as in the be* 
ginning of thei)rcfent year. « 

“ We beg teave to return our humble thanks to your Ma- 
jefty for oixlering the fevei.il treaties and conventions to be 
** laid before this Houfe, and to affurc your Majefty that 
we fliall fte with I’arisfadtion any arrangement calculated 
to prevent jealouiies and clilputes between your Majefty’^ 
fubjects and thole of the Moll Chriftian King in tlic Laft 
Indies. 

Y our Majell V may depend upon our concurrence in fuch 
mealurcs as it may loem eupediunt to adopt, in confequence 
of the otlifer engagements entered into by your Majefty, 
civS well as luch. as may be neceflary for placing your 
Majefty’s diiiant poff^ftlons in an adequate pollure of 
‘‘ defence. 

'The flourifhing ftate of the commerce and revenues af* 
ford us the highell fatisfadlion, and cannot tail to ftimu- 
* laie us to ufe our utmoft endeavours to.confirm and improve 
iucli im.^ortant advantages, as well as to concur with your 
Majelly’s paternal wilhes for the continuation of the pub- 
lie ttaiujuilliryt Vve lament, that hwftilities fliould have 
broken out iit>ny part of Europe; but we receive with 
latisfailion the information that your Majefty continues 

« to 
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be aflured of the pacific dtfpofitioA of al! foreign powers 
tKard.tIm country. 

We refledt with pleafure oil the 7eil and unanimity 
fhewn bv all ranks of your MajeAy’s fubjtds on the late 
“ occafion, as il muft give more weight to the aflurances v\ c 
now humbly olK-r to jour hhijeAy, that, uali e\eiy wilh 
“ to cultivate the blefiings of ptace, we Hull be always icaily 
to exeii oiirlelves to the utiPoA, wlien th^ bunoui of your * 

‘‘ iVlnp A\ s Crown and the mtcriils of your People miy le- 
tjuiie It.” 

To which His Maje^Av letuin^d th^following anfv\er: 

M) Loidsi 

T think \oii for ih s afT ^lonatniun )y il uldiefs. The 
** fill fidli >!i winch \tu hiv( un uiimouf' v tApicflcd in the 
mtaliiiesl li ivt t ik( n i*. piiticulaily atjucibie to me. Yon 
mi\ depend, tint Iv) li m war and in pt ire mv conA nt 
ohinTs (lull bt tlic lionoUi cf inv Ciown, an 1 tip advanct- 
ment ot tin nteicAs of mv Ptop]#/’ 

7 /»/? 1 . f Xo'’ tmhit. 

No nntei I il Inifint Is (tint uliting to YIi. IIiAingsex 
crpttil, which, tor ohv ions n ions, will Icaicclj'^ enter into 
a put of thi^ vvoik) occ^iiifd. 

1 he Houle adjoin nod until 

n tdni (la\y i; I Dutmbif » 

Tletwifii vvl icli pmol and MonJt\ the no iltbatc 

♦)t p irTirul ir impoi t me took plico; but^npoiiiin h(i m< n- 
toned dn, tin king evn to tlie licuic, | alu d ih^ milt, 
the 1 ind ti\, ind the m n ino mutiny bills ; loon Atcr whic h 
the Loids adjourned until 

If'tdmjdayy opib yanunry^ 

WliLii the Clcik of the Crown delivered in at the tihle a 
« oitificate of hoTil C uhcait In ing returned is one of the ii> 
teen Peers of brotland, in the room of the I itf 1 ail of lAil- 
houfie. It was read hv the cleik ; after wine i 

TheEatl of Silknk lofc, ind ohteftmg ig iinA its lecep Tlii r n >f 
tion, declared, that he thought it his duty, a. a Prci of ili iL ^ ‘ 
Houie, topu»-fue this meafuie. 

The Lord Chancellor an^wcicd, that tlieie was no piece* Thci >rd 
dent of fucli a meaiure, 1 he ceitilicatc was on then -h*nsihoi. 
LordAitps' table, and tin re it mult 1ft. It was a douti- 
ment rtgularly brought befoie their I ordAiips to which 
the whole Houfe, 'seie they fo dilpofed, lad not power to 
refufe admiflion. He hoj>ed he had iio\* the honour of be- 
K k 2 infr 
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rufficiently int^Tt|;^nt to .Mnvitttee his Lordfliip of the 
impropriety bt his objedion ; a compliance with whicli was 
utterly impoflible. If thert were any objeilions refpefiing 
the merits of the eledlion, a motion ought to be made for the 
Houi'e to go into a Committee of Inquiry, &c. and then 
they would he competent to judge of all matters and things 
which conftitute'd the objeftions, and might decide upon in- 
quiries to elFedluate the purpofe of the merits of the elec- 
tion. 

Lord Selkirk .replied, that he had not yet the honour of 
being coiivinced by the noble and learned Lord. He fliould, 
on a future occafio.i, lake the fenle of the Hoiife, and alfo 
beg L ave to enter his proteft againft the meafure of receiving 
the paper in queftion. 

The LorJ Chancellor ohferved that, for his own part, he 
Cbaiftcllor. unfortunate if lie had not been fu^l.ciently explicit ; it 
appeared to him impoffihje to fay any thing upon the fuhjoft 
which could tend to its elucidation, more than he had already 
had the honour of fuhmitting to theii L ordlliips. To de- 
clare that they liad no povtT to refute reception to the ceiii- 
fiCiite in dir])ufe, appeared to him a fulEcicjit reafon for re- 
ceiving it. The*Houfe adjourned to 

Friday^ 1 Jl February^ 

When no debate occurred, either (hen, or until 


)Lord 

Stlkirk. 


The l.nrd 


^Fuefdayy ^th February, 

Lord Lord Rawdon rofe, and intreated the permiffion of the 
Rawdoii. Houfe to introduce, in confequence of their orders, a bill for 
the relief of inlblvent debtors. He ohferved that, in correiTt- 
ing and revifmg the prifent hill, he had been favoured with 
the afl-iftar.ee of ibme gentlemen of the learned profefTion, 
and that it had been his aim, as much as po^uhle, to cure 
and purge the bill of every ground of objection. He had 
heard it'faid, when the fubjeft was laft in difcuflion, that a 
line ought to he drawn to diftinguifti the honeft from the 
fraudulent debtor. I'o that advice he had ferioufly attended, 
and as he had never heard any ohjeflion urged againft: the 
fair principle of an infolvcnt hill, which went to the relief 
of honeft infolvents, he trufted tliat a bill built upon that 
piinciple, would r.ot call forth any confiderahle degree of op- * 
pofition. At the fame time, he was free to confefs, that the’ 
bill was not quite fo comp ete as he could have wiflied, but 
he had added two claufes more than we e contained in the 
bill difeuifed laft feftion ; and he had made a fiiiall alteration 
in the a<ft commonly called the Lords* afl. He explained 
the nature of the new claufes ; both of which it had been his 
and that of a noble Duke^ to have moved to add to 

Ithe 
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the bill in agitation ]nfr feflion, had that bill arnvm at tlie 
proper ftage for moving additional crtlules. On^oftha twa 
was calculated to exclude fbe tiaducer of private chara6ierf 
(who might remain in prifoii, to avoid the payment of a hne^ 
or of damage adjudged him to pay by a court of law, upon 
conviction of a libel) from deriving any benefit from the 
bill; and the otlier claufe v\asdcfigned to exclude any debtor 
who could be proved to have (q*ia»idered away his ellate by 
gambling, or by any impio|K’r means, from the lame advan- 
tage. Lord llawdon fai ther expla* leJ the new modifications 
of the bill, and ai length moved, 1 hat it be read a firft 

time.” 

ll was read a fiiil tinu, and, on motion, ordered to be 
printed. 

The order of the day for their Lordfliips to be fummoiied, 
having been moved and read, 

'I'he Earl ('f Sc'ki k rofe, and moved; “ That an entry in Tbefarlof 
“ tlieir Loidiliip:»’ Journals of the i.^th of Match, 1761, re- 

Ipeciing the n-port ftom the Committee of Privileges 
“ riieiet)!!, of llic f 5 i!i of Maich, 1762, miglit he read.” 

[The purpart of theie entiies was a ftatement, that hy a 
petition to the Cr^wn, lefcrred t • the Houfe, Alexander Ru-* 
theifoid claime d, in 1761, the title and honours of Lord 
Kuthciford, and that David Piury did the laint*; but, upon 
Alexander Riuhei fold’s agent appe ring lief >re tlie C ominit- 
tee of IhiNileges, he defired a longer time to prepare the evi- 
dence in 1ut)port of his claim ; but David Drury did not ap-> 
pea* by hi'' agMir. "I he Floiife, up^m the repoit of the Coin- 
mittf-e, granted Alexander Rutherford a y»-ai’s adjoin nment 
of his claim ; and on his not being able to make it good next 
year, on the 15th of Marcli, 1762, the Eloufe reifolved, that 
Aie,xander Rutherford and David Drury be foi bidden to af- 
fume the title and honours (T Lord Kuiherford, and that 
they he lu^t allowed to vote at any eIe; 5 lion of a Peer to re- 
prefen r the Peerage of Scotland, nor any perfon claiming 
under their lines.] 

The Earl of Selkirk, upon tin's ocenfion, contended that it 
was extiemely neceflary for their Lordfliips to fup 'ort their 
own refolutions the violation of wliich wa«a manifeft hr. ach 
of privilege. He traced the inanoer of elec^ling fixteen Peert 
as reprefentativesofthe Peerage of Scotlaml, from the pnffing 
the aft of Union to the prefent times, affirming, that the 
refolutions of that Houfe had uniformly been confidered as 
binding upon the Lord Regifier and his^dsputies and fterks, 
and that the relblurions formed the only laws of eleflion of ' 
the Sixteen Peers of Scotland exifling. He then appealed to 
their [..ordfhips’ underftanding, whether any refolution could 
i>e aiore pointed or more precife than that of 1762^ which had 
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jtifi been read, atid infomed the HotiTe, that in .the face of 
that' Wolution, and in dlredt defiance of their Lordfhips^ au- 
thority, at tlte late eledlion of a Sixteenth Peer to reprefent 
the Peerage of Scotland in that Houfe, lifts figned by a per- 
fon afluming the title of Lord Rutherford, had been fent in 
and taken as votes by the Lord Regifter’s deputies. The Earl 
of Selkirk added, that, feeling as a Peer of Parliament, for 
the honour and dignity of that Houfe, he had remonftrated 
at the time of the election, and had declared that he would 
complain to their Lordfhips of the breach of privilege; in 
confeijuencc of which he had then given them the trouble of 
attending ; but, * he begge d to liave it clearly luiderftood, that 
he made the complaint, without any regard to the merit or 
event of the late cdecSIlon, or with any view to prejndice the 
noble I/Ord wl>o had obtained the fear. Had the election been 
unanimous, and there had been no conteft, he fliould have 
deemed the taking of lifts, figned by a perfon nfTijming the 
nameand title of l.nrd Rutherford, equally a violation of the 
refolutions of the Houfe, and a hiench of privilege. He 
concluded with moving, I hat a complaint havii'g been 
made, that at the late eleflion of a Peer of Scotland, in 
the room of the late Earl of Dalhoufie, a perfon affuining 
the name and title of Lord Rutherford, had been allowed 
** to vote, in defiance of the refolutions of that Houfe, the 


faid complaint be referred to a Committee of Privileges'.’^ 
i T^Lori 'j'he Lord Chancellor oblerved, that be fliould have felt 
great . fatisfa£l ion, if fome noble Lord, more c’onverfant with 
‘ the rules of conducing ele£lions of Scotch Peers to ferve in 

that Houfe than he could pretend to be, would have fa- 
voured the Houfe with information upon the fubjedf, beyond 
that which the noble Earl had communicated, before he had 


been obliged to come forward. As the motion ftood unex- 
plained, and brought upon the Houfe by furprife, he could 
icarcely colIe6l fuch thoughts as were fit for him to ftate to 
their Lord/liips, and muft be under the neceftity of fpecu- 
lating upon the fuhjeift, and even hazarding himfelf to fpe- 
dilate more in danger of error than he otherwife ftiould have 
l)een obliged to do After this exordium, the Chancellor 
proceetkd to point out the fort of fad\s which, in his opi- 
nion, ought to have been afeertained, preparatory to any 
fuch motion liaving been made. The effedi, and probably 
the intended coiire'cjuence of the prefent motion^ would, he 
Aid, l^e ucenfurc of the Lord Regiftrit’s deputies, who took 
the votes at tbe late cledlion. Before he could bring his 
mind to adopt a proceeding of that tendency, It .was neceflary 
for him to be informed what the nature of the office of the 


Lord Regifter’s clerks were, refpefting the eIe<ftion of a 
Scotch Peer. Was it a judicial or nicrdy a minifterial of- 
% fice i 
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fee? Much depended upon that 

‘regard to the rclblutioiis alfb that had bi^n readj^, he did 
clearly comprehend their meaning. He took them to mean^ 
that neither Alexander Rutherford} nor David Drury> nor 
any claiming the title of Lord Rutherford under their lineage^ 
were to be allowed to vote till they had made good their 
claims to their Peerage. But did that extend to all that 
might fpringfrora another lineage^ and he juftly entitled to 
the Peerage? Rutherford he conceived to be a name that 
might trace a lineage up to antiquity, and there might be a 
variety of branches. 'I'ill the lineages, theiefure, were 
clearly traced ami defined, it was im^iiible for him to know 
whether the Lord Regifter’s clerks were to blame or not. 
The Peerage of Scotland was extremely ancient, and tliere- 
fore it was difEciilt to {mf who was or who was not entitled 
to claim family honours. The Chancellor fpoke of there- 
folution of 1762 as a very ftrong meafure, and obferved, that 
if he had enjoyed the honour of l)eing a Member of that 
Houfe at the tune, nothing Ihould have induced him to have 
gone that length. He mentioned the cafe of Lord Borth- 
wick, wliofe claim to the Peerage their Lord/hips had at firft. 
reje 61 ed, as not fulhciently made out, in like manner as tliey 
had rejefted the claim of Lord Rutlierford ; and yet, upon a 
fuhfecjuent application, tliey found that the claimant's title 
to the honour was actually valid. Did their Lordflhps, in 
that calb, lend w^ord to the I.ord Regifter, or his clerks, that' 
Lord Borthvvick had a right to vote t Mofk certainly they 
did not ; and yet, was tliere a noI>Ie Lord who heard him, 
that wc3uld Aand up, and fay, the Houle would not have 
confidered the J .ord Regiftcr’s clerk’s refufal to admit the vote 
of Lord hortliwick at an ele^Stion of one of the fixteeii Peers, 
who are chofen as re|)refentatives of the Peerage of Scotland, 
fublequent to his claim to his title having been admitted ty 
their Lordlhips, a flagrant breach of privilege ? 'Phe Loia 
Chancellor contended, that the Lord Regifler’s clerks were 
not bound for ever by the refolutioii of the 15th of March,* 
1762, any more than they were by that in tl)e cafe of Lord 
Borthwick. He next came to another view of the queflion, 
which, lie faid, moved him more than any other, llie noble 
Earl who had made the motion, he well knew to l)e a man of 
too pure a mind, and too much honour, to cover a (inifler 
purj)ofc*, under a difavowal of his intention to afFe£l the me- 
rits of the JatecJedlion by his prefent motion, or to /hake the 
right of either candiclfte; but it behoved their Lord/htps ia ^ 
general to conildfrr that the feat of the uoble Lord lately re- 
turned might be alE-dled, and that materially, by tlie event 
of the meafure w hich the Houfe was then called upon to 
adopt. He lamented exceedingly, that a limited time for 
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bpon that fubjeA was not 

'^^Twsis the cafe w'mti ohdae elecStions were complained of in 
andt^er place. . Were the merits of the eledlion decided, or 
had theeIe£lion l>een unanimou , he fhoiiid not then fee the 
objedf ions to the prefen t motion fo forcibly; but before the 
merits of the late ele£lion were decided, he mu ft conjure 
their LordfliipK not to accede to a motion which m'ght lead 
to the iubverfion of jiifticc. He was aware of the cruel con- 
dition of the Peerage of Scotland, from the loofc manner in 
which it had long bt-en fulh-nd to remain, and was ready, 
mofi liearrilv, to join with the noble Farl near him, and the 
other noble Lor» s, reprefentatives ot th.e Peeeage of Scotland, 
in prt'paiing an a * to rel'cue the Scotch Peerage from its pre- 
fenl flate, and either hy veiling certain powers in the Court 
of Scifion; or.elfewhcre, to put it upl^n that lefpeftable foot- 
ing upon wh.ch f> valuable an ornament of the country 
ought to ftand, wlieieby nobility of ilie ancient and 

honourable ileicent might be fecured from thcj danger of being 
mixed witli perfons highly unfit to be placed in the famo 
rank. Having prefll^d this point upon the Kari of Selkirk, 
wliofe 7eal in the cauie, the Lord Oianccllor remarked that 
he well knew, from the fivcjueiit converlations with which 
the noble Harl had honoured him, and wlnth he confidered 
As a very riattering tnaik of his confidence; lie adverted to 
what he deemed the iinprc'priety of acceding to the prefent 
propofition antecedcMit to a decilion of the dc^ubt, whether the 
return might or^mijght not be queflioned ; and he referred to 
the prafliceof the Court of Ring’s Bench and the other law 
courts. I I thofe courts, where there was a queftion of 
right to try, as well as a criminal charge, it was the gene- 
ral pradlice to fufpend the latter till the former was deter- 
mined. Thus, when a man was to be indi£led for a riot, 
smd that man laid claim to a common, the Couit of King’s 
Bench would fufpend the trial of the indiclm^nt, till after 
fhe queftion of right to the common was decided. At the 

^Old Bailey, alfo, on a variety ofoccalions, the fame had 
been done. He mentioned the famous cafe of Spurry, who 
was hanged through his own confidence, in proceeding after 
the Court had told him his trial might be put off, till the 
queftion of right had berti decided. At that very time there 
was a trial Jhung tip> while the queftion of right refpefting a 
will ini the Commons remained undecided, [We prefume 
hisXordlhip meant the cafe of the Coodridges, refpecSling 

• the alledged forgery of the will of the late Mr. Salthill.J 
Having urg^d this p6int, he aflured the Houfe, that no one 
noble Lord could be more anxious for the prefervation of 
their pri Vilens than he was; it was his peculiar duty to watch 
ever^nie dignity and honour of that Houfe ; but if any no- 
ble 



ble Lord cdiiia fb" 

*A?rvin^ find csrryiit^ .^i.v 

imagine the fending, at that^fea<on of the year^ fbf tiSeli ® 
offices of truft and doty, , at four hundred mile's diilaiic^i^ tie 
come hither, was the proper way to maintain their <!igmtf| 
that noble Lord \vas milUken. 7 he taking fuch a flep wOiila 
(hew the power of their Lordfhipi; but power was not aK 
ways dignity. On that confideration, theicfor<% as well as 
on the various other grounds which lie had ftated, he con- 
jured their Lord/hips to poftpone taking any meafurc of the 
natuie propofedTor the prefent, it being impolFiblc for him 
to agree to the motion. - 

Vifcount Stormont obferved that he hpcl not conceived the vifcnunt 
leaft defign of troubling the Iloufe upon the prefent occafion^ surmoni# 
but there were fome things fo very extraordinary in what 
had fallen from the noble and learned Lord, that his feelings 
would not fuffer him to fit filent. The noble and learned 
Lord, it was evident, had not paid that attention to the mo- 
tion that it deferved, fincc the chief part of his argument 
went far beyond it. The prefent motion was not a inottoii 
of cenfurc upoji tlie Lord Rcgiller's clerks, but‘a motion that 
a complaint, made by a noble Lord in liis place, of a profs vro- 
lation of the refolutions of that Houfc, might be refeired to 
a Committee of Pi ivileges. The noble and learned Lord had 
treated thoi'e refolutions in a ftyle peculiarly new and un- 
common. Perhaps the wifdom of the prefent times greatly 
exceeded all the wifdom of preceding periods; but till that 
day, he had never heard the refolurion of 1762 fpoken of but 
with reverence and gratitude. Was it recolledlcd who thofe 
perfons were tliat took the lead in that Houfc,. when the re-, 
folutions in quellion were moved and voted ? The late Karl of 
Hardwicke, and another noble and learned- tarl, (MnnsJi UD 
whofe charafler and abilities, his near connedlion with Ittm 
forbid him to mention, and other men, certainly not alto- 
gether fti angers to the principles of juftice, nor unmindful 
of the honour and dignity of the Houfe. Vifcount Stor- 
mont now entered into a fliort hiAorical detail pf th(? circum- 
Aances which, from the union, had led to the refolutian xX 
1762, and faid, that when the two refolutions pafled, a num- 
ber of perfons aflumed the title and ptMleges of Peers, with- 
out having previoutly cAabliAied their claims to the honour# 

In order to put a Aop to a praAtce fo indecent and diljgrate- 
ful to the peerage of Scotland, the noble charai^ers to whoin 
he had alluded^moved the refolutions in qucAloh, fo^he infihiite 
fatisfa^Lon or all the nobilitr pfScotKvd. The noble and 
learned Lord had Aated that he thought the title of Lord Ru- 
therford might be traced up to antiquity. If the noble and 
learned Lord had given bimfelf the trouble of locking to thid 
VoL.XXIV. LI . journrfs 
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Jinmals tmt a pis^ Iffifom (ik ^try of the refolu- 

tion of 1762, he wonld have feen by the petition of the claim* 
imt| tliat he hlmfelf dated the creation of the Rutherfordt 
peerage to have taken place in 1660 only. The noble and 
learned Lord had afked, was the office of Lord Regifter a ju* 
dicial or minifterial office ^ There were precedents, of which 
a noble Earl 111 his eye (Earl Moreton) ii\»ght probably have 
forne traditional knowledge, of aLord Regifter having taken 
upon him to lejeft votes. 1 he Lord Kegifler to whom he 
alluded, was the former Earl of Moreton, who was a man of 
undoubted knowledge, ability and judgement, and who 111 the 
year 1734, did take upon him to rejedt feveral lifts Vif- 
count btormont contended, that at the late eleflion the lifts 
of the perfori afliimmg the title of Lord Rutherford ought in 
like manner to have be^ n rejedJed. The noble and learned 
Lord had made an offer of his fervices to the Scotch peerage, 
and had fuggeftcd id^as and projedts of reform. He hoped 
that the noble and leinied Lord would fpaie them the in- 
tended favour, and not vifit them with his ffanantoi of 
inquiry into the»r titles. There had been inftances, as in 
the cafe of Alexander Rutherfoid and Da\ id L)riiiy, of per- 
fons claiming at once the fame peenge, and affiiiiuiig the ti- 
tle. In I ngland no man could become a Lord meiely fiom 
alTumingthe title. Vilcount Stoimont maintained that the 
condudl of the Loid Regifter’s deputies in admitting the lifts 
iigned Lord Rutherfoid, had rendeied them guilty ol a breach 
of privilege in defiance of the relolutions of that lloufe. He 
declaied tliat nothing but convidlion could induce him to ar- 
gue in this manner; fiiirc he had laft year lufficieiuly piovecl 
that his mind was not to be warped by his having argued 
upon a qucftion, then agitated, concerning the lights ol 
peers of Scotland, direflly ag uiift the futuie iiiteiefts ot hu 
^^n foil ; and on this occafion, if he weie to follow his \\ iflies, 
and not his con fc lent lous opinion, eveiy iioble Lord might 
knpwto which fide he ftiould incline. 

Lord apologized foi nfing to addrels the Iloiife 

almoft as foon as he had enjoyed the honour of forming a 
part of their Aflembly, but being fo nearly concerned m the 
quftion before them, he conceived it would be expedled that 
he ftiould fay fomelhing upon the fubjccl. His l.ordftiip 
then entered into a circumftantial detail of tlie origin, nature 
and progrefs of the rules of proceeding which govern the 
eleflion of a Peer of Scotland to fit in Parliament; lefernng 
to the ftatute of Queen Anne, which firft enafted tbe regu- 
lations, and tracing the various authorities wMcli had been 
Cnee eftablifl^ed; from all which he inferred, that the office 
of Lord I^egifter was a minifterial, and not a judicial office, 
as far as refpeclcd the elp^ion of Scotch Peeis. lie fpoke 

bighly^ 



highly of the gentlemen, whoaAat prefent as deputies of thf 
Lord Regifter, and faid, he owed them that juflice. With 
regard to Lord Rutheiford, who had done him the honour to 
fend him his lifts, he would inform the Houfe what he knew 
of his family, and the ground of his claim to the i^eemge* 
The fiift Lord Rutherford was a cadet in the army, and was 
created a Peer by Charles the fecond, as a reward for a dif* 
tinguilheJ fervice. As he was meant to ht highly favoured, 
hr patent of peerage gave him the vciy fingi lar light of dif- 
poling of his peerage hy will. lie ni ide his will accordingly 
at Portlmouth, previous to his failing on an expedition 
againll '1 angiers, where he and his whole party weiecutolF. 
He was fucceeded in title hy Sir Thomas Rutheiford, hit 
relation, who was fuccce.K J, at his de.vth, hy his next 
brother, and that brother, hy a tliiid. The lit’e has long 
lain dormant; but as the will ofthefirfl Lord Rutheiford con- 
tained a condilion, tliat if tlio eftate Ihould he all (pent, when 
any one of the male line difd, the title ftioulJ, in that cafe, 
gT to the dclcepdants of the female line; anif the piefent 
claimant, he underftood, w sa dekendant fioin the line of 
the fifter of the firft Lord Rutherford. 



The Marquis of fupported that part of the Lord Marqn?i 

Cliancellors argument in which the latter had fined, that ijof 
was not the piopt r time to ag fate the fuhjert. He added that 
li tin le liad not hten am ronttfi, and the cKjflion had proved 
unanimms, rlie cafe would In ve c.-'i i u d with it an intirely 
different completion ; hut tl.it accord ng to the practice of 
the courts lielow, the ciinue il miUtr fliould not ht gone into, 
till attei tlie decilim of the queflion of right. Being the 
higheft judiciil court in the kingdom, theCouit ol Dernier 
Appeal, it behoved thtir Lotdfhips not to run counter to the 
pradl ce of the lower courts of law, but to let them an exam* 
pie of the firift^fi jufiice. 

Lord LouMojo igh contended that it by no means could ei- Lord 
ther aficiSt me merits of the elertion, or interfere with any kout»hb#* 
quefiion which might be brought forward by petition oi[ other- ’ 
wile, touching the right of the noble Lord near him to hold 
his feat With regard to the Lord Regifter’s clerk or de- 
puty, he clcarlv was a mini Aerial officer, hound to a£l under 
the autlionty of the Houle, and to obey its refolutions, and 
It was for his not having obeyed them that the preient motion 
was urged. Would it be argued that the Lord RegiAei^s «le- 
puty was to he deemed lo wholly minificrial, as n^t to be able 
to know llie effeS of a refoliition whichJiad been Itnt to him ? 


Could any man lo flultify himtelf as to pntend an ignorance^ 
of what It was his duty to do in his mmifierial rapacity ? The 
idea was too prepo Aerous to he-enterta ne I a moment. If fudl 
an ignorance of duty were adm ttf d to he pieadf d m the pre- 
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font inftince, 10 wjjat an* extent might it not be pufted ? If 
ont rlon could aflliiiie the title ot Lord Rutherford, and on 
that felt-^given aullion»y alone he admitted to vote at an elec- 
tion of a Scotch Peel, another mi^ht afliime that of Lord 
Wigtown, 01 any oth’r title, and fo vote in like manner, and 
thus mi^^iit Ml or twenty, or any given number, preftime to 
give their fufli i^^s. Ihtis night fign crof^ lifts, the ruble 
Lords ikui him (S ormont and iCmnand) might exchange and 
vo'^eboth \vi>' , lo tint tht ital, conilitutional right ot the 
P( r ;^otSc till d to re fo’ ’hi ir own icpiefentatives would 
be Ii>j1 ud rit i r h 1 in tue voi rex of ahufe. Lord Lough- 
boiough Cl l(vl upon the Houle to confidci what the piilcnt 
nioiioii Wc's'' Not 1 nuiion for cenliiie, but a motion to 
1 a con pi nut m a C innittee of Privilege s. lltlieCVm- 
mitirt fotna til «t thrir inij iirv would h id to m itr itt dl- 
ing the merits of tlu Kontf I ct <'n, rhev miglit fulpciul ihcir 
pfoctedmri ‘ind r ike no farther ft p till the ments ot tlie "lec- 
tion Wtie dtcid cl up n But thtir Loiilftiips could not, as 
geithmfn uiid men oMion iir, Rfule to c ntert nn the motion. 
Wliat wotld It \v^ but lijmg to t' ♦ vvsrUl, let any Scotch 
Peer proem* In tan torn, and le uili hnd a friend in the 
Houle to di (if d It *1 liat would he to itl >it to the very pne- 
tlces wl kh I id in 1 luhlonflv ihleractd the Hc'ule of Com- 
llion*!, I th I I I d the < aiili of tlie power of dtcii ing 
controvet ed ( i Ik n in ; t iki n out of their hands. Amc- 
d< nt to th H d i* 1 e h ul N ( n in ih h d)it of tnlt it iininc; a 
iincno rclpc^H r rh* i ’ le Loril nt ir him (Loid Ca*l'cari) 
and th \f ly ( mdul u d i )h tnaniri in which the nohle 1 ord 
hid ] ift fl Itl (1 to thru I o dl lips vvliat he knew conctiniri^ 
tlu peric n v,^ho f ( 1 11 d ro he Loul Rutherfoid, induced him 
flill mote to vv'fii thit h» nut^ht hold his leaf, Init from whit 
the I oble ] Old 1 1 nd of the delcc'it of the claimant, it was 
evident he e\ i.e d.iru y iihin the vvoids of tlie rtlolution cf 
176^6, foi hi^ di ! nt invift I c under !'> avid Drmy. He ex- 
{>r<iR:d his illon l»munt that the relolotions which Ind been 
lead to the iloi lo, ft*i aid have h^tn talked ot in a mannei in 
which the^ a dde md !*» nned Lord treated them , for until that 
div% though hehadorrm luard tluin canvaffi d in convtrfi- 
tion, he never once heard ll ein ment oned without a ftrong 
ixprcffionot giatitudcand of relpcdk With regard 10 the 
Houle not Iuvin<» lent notice of their having admitted Lord 
lIorihwKfc ip his lionours, to the Lord Rcgifter or his de- 
pot v, the rtafon was obvious. T he tranlaAion was a matter 
of th \i h rt of notoriety whir h every man connetSled or con- 
cerned with P’*ttiament. VMS leppofed to know, and the cir- 
^cumftvnceot Loid Boith.vick’s vote having never hcoii re- 
filled by the Loid Regifter’s deputy, after he was admitted to 
|he p*.cra£e winch he claimed, was a flrong proof that the 

Lord 
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Lord Regiftrt’s deputy ftood without excufe ia refpeA to th^ 
breach ot privilege complained of that day. Lord Lough** 
borough touched upon the hiAory of the refolutions, and in- 
ftanced feverai illullrative fadts which had occurred at tlie flif« 
ferent periods fince the paffing of the adl of union, deducing 
from the whole that nothing could be more clear, than that 
the refoluiions ought not to luive been violated, and that their 
violation was a plain, palpable breach of privilege, and iheie- 
fore, as gentlemen and men of honour, their Lordfliips could 
not refule to refer the complaint to a Committee, and if they 
did, tliey would lend their fandion to an ahufe of office that 
would have difgiaced the reiurning officer of a horougli, the 
right of clcdion, to reprelent which, lay with the mo(? paltry 
pot-walloppers in the kingdom 

Karl SitiMb.pr exprefild a great n fpcfl for every motion 
wliich could come from his noble friend (the f arl ot Selkirk) 
but faid, he inuA vote againA the prefent motion on this 
plain princij)Ie, — It was grounded on the idea that the refo- 
lution that had been read, which was a limited refo'ution, 
ought to have the authority and effect of a geiicral refolu- 
tion. His Lordffiip explained this idea more at length, and 
thence took notice of the manner in which Lord Stormont 
had replied to that part of the Lord Chancellor’s argument, 
in which the latter liad oAVreJ his affiAance to the lV:ers of 
Scotland in fratning a bill to refeue llie Peerage of that part 
of the kingdom fVuin the aluifes to which they were liable. 
The <<fler. Lord Stanliope faid, was candid in the extreme, on 
tlic paitofthr; noble and learned I.ord, and merited a better 
return tlian repruadi from the noble Vifeount. I'he abufes, 
as the noble \ Ifcount had himfrlf Rated, were fo fcanda- 
lous, and fo flagrant, that two perfons could at that time 
affuine the title of the fame Peer, and vote as fuch; and yet 
tlic noble Vilcount bad talkf d of ideas and projedls of re- 
form with a fort of dildain highly indecent and difrefpeftful, 
in his opinion. 

Vi count begged leave to obfervo that the bril- 

liant eloquence of the noble Earl, which always fo highly 
entertained his audience, and enflamed his own mind, bad, 
on the piefcnt occaflon, cairicdhim’a little too far. — He 
had not treated the noble and learned T^ord on the woolfack 
with difrefpedl, although tiie noble and learned Lotd’s extra- 
ordinary manner of treating the refoluiions framed by cha- 
raclers to whom he Iiad ever looked up with reverence, had, 
perhaps, excited him to exprefs himlelf satlier warmly; and 
the more efpecially, when he rccollcfled, as his noble and 
learned friend near him had truly Rated, that thofe refolu- 
tions had never before been mentioned in his hearing but 
with gratitude and refp'.ct. W ith regaul to the manner in 
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%vhich lie liad fpoken of the noble and learned Lord’s ideas 
of rtlorm j/ul piojecls ot reform, furely that was not nn- 
(imlid in him, whom fome Lords preient muft know to 
In ve been a labourer m the fame vineyard witli the no)lo 
Tail wlio hid made the motion then undei dilcuflion, in 
fnmipg 1 id prppiringa bill, with a view to put the Peerage 
of Ser'thml cm a more rMpc stable footng. He conceived 
one aim ot the projtvt ot th noble and Icintd I ord upon 
thewcoll^r^ to h«, to tend the Scotch Peers to the Court 
ot S )ii t» h'i\ til H titles I'K^uiitd into; and although 
he Iiid int a douh» hit tint hi'' could ftind ihi fiery tiial, 
he did not \m 1 i fot th^ ulopiiun of fuch i meafurc, 
j I Old Iluiultfifv biviig picvioiillv declared that he 

would liy out otthccilec i irdv ill all* f*on to the refolu- 
tioi of 17^)'' ? ^d to thoic who frinied tliem, and folely 
advert to w/iit ipp( ircd to him to rcl to th^ cjiieftion, 
w ucli, as Ins nohl ml Icirird tiitiul (I 01 1 liOjgliborough) 
hidltid, la\ HI \ vciv ni^^row compafs; ddtd lint he viaik 
of opinion lint th c )nplunt now ilati d by 1 noble Lirl in 
his pi ce, oil I ) Ik, md mull be, atten I a to; but he co • 
c**jvcillnt ih pr 1 lu \\ i b\ no ncins tiie pio; er time for 
gonio into t. Ifehul » rtniccl, With gieit iinnNon, to his 
noble ind I atiiecl fiieiul, to Ik u w ’ nt ne would fiy in reply 
to til it p irt of the Ip ech of the nob c 'ind lea nc 1 I oid up- 
on tlu \vi dll I , If I ifive to the pia^ict c f the Court of King’s 
to lulptnd tht tinl a tniniinl piofccu ion whcie 
a 'jutltion ot light was CO ine^^t 1 wi’Ii It, till t'lt httrrwis 
fitd a 1(1 (li||Klcd ot, tiC ho !nd not h( ard on* vsord from 

^ noMe uid 1 rr^d 1 nci i pon tint point. I he noble 
and h-'titlloid In I iit ] m r wi»h bin in iIk Houle of 
Commons, w'heie ll ( noble aid letnitd lord well km \v 
that a conij I iiPt agunfl i u tinning oflici r w is never gone 
into befoie t i mmtsol \roi cll^d cl clion weic d cicl <1, 
or the fuurtc n div?, tP > u 1 l^y the rule ot the Houle of 
Commons, for tin canddv'* who loll tli^ letuin, to prdent 
a petition, comj)! lining of a fiKe it turn, or an undue elec- 
tion, were expiitd. in common, all complaints agunft 
returning oiTiccn were letnied to c fame C'ominitree who 
were cholim to 1 1 1 1 1 ^ t’n ot the eV‘^ion. Upoi 

lint ptinciple 1 v t , In was cle ily of opinion t^e 
pre^lcnt i lolion w i> pi» '»i *tuie, and iher toie he woi Id either 
endeavoiii to h 'olu of it bv movin;;: tlu pre\ .ous qiieAion, 
01 111 anv othe \ ly of piiqoiic ne.it that the forms of the 
Houfe would iho’v* 

Lord m. '' wc- 1 that the noble Lord had 

ih iwn an a gnmt m ft uu 1 is 1 lenc* on n point, to which lie 
though It unneceflii) to l^p^, is *it»did not appear to him 
proper to takp np thni L3idl ips’ time wi h llatng inllan- 

C»9 
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Cfs of the practice of the QE|[||t$ of Law^^ 
cerned their own honour folely. With regarSi to the cuftoni 
of fufpending the trial of a criminal proiecution, till the 
queftiun of right connedled with it was decided, the con- 
trary praflice obtained almoft every day. He remembered 
the cafe of a profecution far a riot, where the defendant 
claimed a right to a common ; the former trial went on at 
the fame time that the queftion of right was trying. W'illi 
refpeft to the ufage of the Houfe of Commons in ipgard to 
eleftion petitions, the noble Lord’s rccolloiSiion trii ihort. 

It was common to take a complaint againft a returning 
oflGcer into confiJeration before the merits of the ele<iiion it- 
felf were at all gone into. This was done a few years liiicc * 

in the cafe of the Coventry eledion, and it had often boeii 
the mode of proceeding adopted. The noble Lord, there- 
fore, was not correft in ftating, that complaints againll 
returning officers were always left unenquired into, till the 
merits of the elcfl'on itfelf were decided. 

Lord Hawhjbwy replied that, upon this occafion, he Lit Lord 
it neceffary to remind the Houfe that he did not remark 
that complaints again fl returning officers had, in no cafe, ^ 

been heard before the merits of the eleclioii itlelf were en- 
quired into, but that complaints of that nature were either * 

referred to the faid Committee, togetlier witli the petition 
complaining of an undue ele^ion, or not heard bcl’oie the 
fourteen days, allowed the parties to prefeiit a petition in, 
were expired. 

The Lari of IJopctoun declared, that, from tlic turn of 
moll of the arginueiits which had been uiged again It the 
motion, he thought that his recolleflion had lailed liim, ami 
that it was a motion for an Immediate ceuUnc of the depu^ 
ty or clerks of the Lord Rcgifter. He likewife contended, 
that the Houfe could not, confiflently with a regard trf their 
own dignity, and the authority of their ovvn rerolutioqs, 
refufe to adopt the motion, particularly oLierving, that it 
ftruck Iiiin as extraordinary that fuch arguments, as had 
been urged againil the motion, Aiould have cf niu fioui lb 
old a Member as the noble Lord upon the woo! lac L. ^ 

Their Lordlhips divided upon the main quefiiun; 

Ccaitents 20 , Non Contents 2 g. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

No material debate took *place in the Houfe, from the 
5 th; until 

Tuefday^ 1 1th February* 

When Lord Kiiinaird prefentecl a petition in behalf of the 
Earl of Dumfries, complaining of the undue eleftion of 
Lord Cathcart; praying alfo, that he might, by his counlel, 

be 



U heard at the H^e ihf t&e Wfe^ otlM, on tTife’ 

Marche 

Lord , Lord Cathcart obferved that he c6uld not avoid yielding to 
Catiicjft the neceflity which he felt himfelf unler of troubling the 
Houfe with fome remarks upon the fubjeft of the petition 
prefented by the noble Lord. The complaint againfl: the 
Clerks of Se/fion, undoubtedly, proved that they were, by 
his opponent, confidered as afling in a jndiciwil capacity ; 
but he trufted that the contrary would appear to be the fadt. 
Having the honour to be returned, he could have no caufe of 
complaint until the prefent moment ; but the Earl of Dum- 
fries having objected to the legality of Lord Rutherford’s 
vote, he had a fimilar reafon for calling in queftion the va- 
lidity of the vote of Lord Colville. It was true the latter 
gt^ntleman had voted at the two preceding eleftions, but in 
fo guarded a manner, that it was not an obje£l to either of 
the candidates to infpeft his right. The cafe was different 
in the prefent eledtion. — He hail therefore protelled againll 
it, and immediately informed the Earl of Dumfries of his 
having adopted this moafure. It was. late, lall night, be- 
fore he vvn<% given to underfl.ind the petiliiMi would be pre- 
fented this day, fincc which period he had iifed every means 
m hi^! power to obtain information how to 3(51: on their 
Lord/hipi’ journals. There was no precedents which tallied 
with the prefent cafe. He was ready to adopt any mode 
their LordOiips fhould di£tate. If a petition was needfary, 
he had onci, in bis pocket, ready to piefcut. 

I.or.l The Lord Ck'inccHcr obferved that the petition from 
Chauuilor. the noble l.ord had better be prefented, and that Lord Col- 
ville fhould attend to jullify his claim on the day named, 
when the whole circumftanccs would he before their Lorcl- 
fliip'i.. The gentleman clearly ought to liave time to de- 
fend his claim — the Houfe of Commons certainly did net 
fend notice, in cafes of conteAed eledions, to doubted voters. 
Thofe who came under that prefcriplion before their Lord- 
filips, were entitled to a dilFerent conduifl. 

Virrmint V^iicouiit Stcmiont conceived tliat the two gentlemen 
Sioiiui ur. whofc votes were ohjedlcd to, AooJ in very diAcrent fitua- 
tioiis ; againA the vote of Lord Rntlierford, there was an 
order on their Ldrdihips’ Journals to prevent its being 
given, and that Ava« a diAindl i^atter from the merits of the 
eledion, which might afterwards be inveAigated. 

It Was, at length, agreed to poApone the inveAigation of 
this matter to a future day. 

I'he Houfe adjourned; and did not enter into any material 
debate, until 
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iSih Feiruarj, 

■ft' 

When the order of the day being read for the IToafe to 
be put into a Coimnittee on the Scotch diiVrllery bill^ the 
Lord Chancellor left the woolfack) and the Chairman went 
to the table, Vifeount Si'rmont remarked that he could not 
avoid confidering the diAillery bill as a profs and unwar- 
rantable breach of national faith. lie went over the.ground 
of the arguments, which had been urged againA the hill in 
the Houfe of Commons; and contended, that the bill of 
iy86 was a folemn compafl with th^ diJiillers of Scotland, 
containing certain conditions, wliicli ought ii) juflice to be 
fully complied with on the part of the Legi flat uie. He laid 
it down as the moft material of thefe conditions, that the 
Scotch di ft i Hers were to be admitted to the Englilh market, 
on paying a duty by licenfes, and a certain raiiouf duly upon 
the importation. That was, lie maintained, the piincipal 
part of the contradl, and for that advantage the Scotch diftilleis 
had been obliged to pay a compenfatlon. , To deprive them, 
therefore, of the benefit of admiflion to the ^ngliih mai ken 
before the bill expired, and yet to hold tiiem to their been fr-s, 
was to deprive them of a matter fairly piirchafed, arrd, at tbo 
fame time, to retain the purchafe money. Another ma ter 
Upon which he felt it nectiliiry to lay particular ftrefs was the 
peculiar period of the year when the authority of ilie Legifta* 
ture was to be exercifed to break their own contradL if, 5c 
the expiration of tlie firft year, the Ciovernment had rhougbe. 
it wife to alter the conditions of a fubfifting Adi of Parliament^ 
tliere would have been fomething like fJiintls in fo doing, hut 
to alter it at that period, within four mouths of the expira- 
tion of the Adi, was to adl dolufively liy the Scotch l)illill?.r?, 
to have cncourligcd them to have tilled ihtir lands, and tuvMi 
their crops, and wiien the hour of harveft was at hand, to lav 
to them, “ We en...*our3ged you to put your feed in the 

giound, to have gone to all the expence of cultivating ana 
“ railing a crop ; hut, now, the lime approaches lor yOur 
** obtaining a due reward for your pains, you'-fliall not 
“ reap what you have fown.” I'o atSl in that manner, was 
to exercife power and authority, but it was not to do 
juft ice* 

Lord Hitx'kenmry , on the contrary, ewntended that tlie 
lirincipal object of the bill of 1786, had been to enable tlie 
I) ftilletsol Scotland to fupply their own maiket with fpirits 
Oil Ipccific itmls, with regard to duty. H he prefent bill did 
not, in the final left degree, aftedl that oSjidl, but left it prc. 
cifely wlieie it was placed by the bill ot The prefent 

bill was, nbfolutely, iieceflary for the correCiion of an evil of 
very confi e/ahle nngnitude. When the hrll of was in 
agitation. It had been aliened by the’ Scotch Diftdlcrs, ihat 
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they could not work their flills oftener than once a day, 
whereas it had been proved, that they worked them 
upon an average four times a day, and by fuch means were 
tnahltdco import very con fultrable quantities of fpirirt into 
Ki'igland, to the enormous lofs of the revenue in refpeft to 
duty, and to the great injury of the Englifh Diflillcr, whom, 
hy means of the d’iFerencc of duty, they had it in their power 
greatly to underfcL Ought, therefore, the Legiflature to fuf- 
ter fuch an evil to continue, and was the breach of national 
faith in altering a bill in one point only, and that not the 
avowed objfft of it when it originally pafled? That the Le<- 
g flature had a right to' alter any hill, iiiuft be on all hands ad-> 
/nitted. Suppofiaj^hc bill had palf^ without limitation in 
rslpefl: to the period of its cxiflence, would any noble Lord 
contend, that wpon the clifcovery of its impolicy, in any im- 
jiojtant particular, the Legiflatuie was not warranted to altet 
u r If that were true, and no noble Lord could deny it, furcly the 
Legiflature was equally warranted to alter a bill pafled for a 
hmiud duration, whether it was limited to one year, or two 
years, or to four years. 

«i. Lord Vifeount Stormovt begged leave to ohferve that, upon 
the prefen t occaliori, that he had been mifuiiderflood, which 
he WMS not a little furprifed at, when heconfidered the noble 
Lord’s ufually accuracy and knowledge, particulaily in mat- 
ters of the fort then under difcuflion. He had not at all ar- 
gv«d againll the hill generally, but againft it as a breach of a 
'inoft material condition of acontradl made with thedifiillers 
of Scotland, and fandioned by an Aft of Parliament. He 
difputcd not the poive^ of Pniliament, but was apj)ealing to 
its julUce. Had the Legiflature, at the expiration of the firft 
year of the exiftence of the hill of 1786, thought proper to 
u’penl it, there would not, in his opinion, have been fo much 
caufe for cotnpUiint ; but, on futFering it to continue till then, 
they had niifled the Scotch dilHIlers, itiduced them to adven- 
ture largjf^ly, and jufl when they were within view of reaping 
tlie profit of thcH rad venture the legiflature flopped forth with 
its authority, and prevented them. Such a piocedure 
manifeftlv, unjuft ,• and he Jellred to know if one of the 
Scotch dfftillers had afleed any iioh'e Lord, at the beginning 
of the fecond year, whether the Legiflature, having per- 
mitted the bill ®o exift fo longr wtJre likely to repeal it before 
the Ihnitcd period of its duration, the natural anfwer would 
not have been, that the Legiflature could not poffibly be 
guilty of fo much injofiicer The being (jbliged to take out 
licences #ias fofficien ly hurthenfome.Co the Scotch dlilille s, 
antfr therefore, as the condition of their fuhmitting to that 
lyjrthrn wa.<ithdir being admitted to a participation cf the 
lingUfli market^ the laUcr. benefit cught net to be taken 
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an adequate compenfation. 

ThB Lord Chawellmr that the quellton dated by ^ 

the noble Viicount had never been put to hlm^ but had he 
been fo queftioned by a Scotch dtiliiler refpeiSling the proha* 
bihtyof the Legillature\ repealing the bill of his an- 
fwer urouid have been fomewhat to the following purport : 

You are more It to know how piohable the ciicum- 
dance is than I ajm. If you are confcious that you ovci- 
leached the Legiflature when the bill of 1786 polled, and 
“ that It was obcaintd by giofs milrepielentation, I fboulJ 
** think It highly probable the Legi{iatuiewilliC|)''al ic,as Toon 
as thedeception isililroviircd ; bunf, ootheothei hand, you 
did not ovtr-rcach the Houles of Parliament, andpradtiled 
no mifreprefentation, in all probahilit\ tht bill will not be 
repealed before the limited pMiod of its duration cscpiics.^ 

With regaid to the making a coitii>cniarioii to th* paities^to 
be aftedlcd by the bill, fuch an idta had never been entei- 
t lined l)v the Legifla'ure on any luch occalion. 'I here had 
not a bill pafled, impofing a tax on any one maiiufa^luie 
under the canopy ot Hcasen, jhit had not nu c or lets at- 
ftfted the individual m imitai^uieis, becanie (iich .1 tax mull 
neceffarily have its edeiSt on the market, and make tlie ftftcks 
in hand more v iluable. 

1 he Lari ot I!ofc*ofni fpcaking in favour of the Scotch dif- r„] 
tillcts, give an hidoiical detnil of the origin of the bill ol ll»j*ci>ui 
17S6, rociting all the various circumllnnecs that had taken 
p*ice at difii lent limes leJative to the dilljlltry of Scotland, 
lie difcJ, that th^ bill ot 1786 ongHuted in an ajv(>hcarion 
the London diililleis, and not, as might be lup}X)fed, 
hoin tlie ruin ot the aigumeiits in favour ot tlie prelent h.ll* 
at the inftance of the ">coich diftillers. It was an extraor 
djnary m de of reatoning to contend, thit b-‘ciiiic Scotl rd 
was not lo near the fun as the counties of Lngland, becamo 
the acres of the former were cold, and the giain ih^y pro- 
duced pooler, that theiefoie they ought to be moic lieavijy 
taxed. With regard to its having been underAood iliat the 
ihlls of protlanJ could only woik once a day, tht re was not 
a word of any fuch matter Hated in the bill of lySf). In 
faft, the hirgain of that year had been mide witl# the eyes of 
the Enghih diftiller open, and it was not the fault of the 
diftillers of Scotland, if it were liable to a'ny chaigc oh tlie 
ground of inequality* His Lordlliip mentioned the pra£licc| 
of fetching away the grain of one part of the kingdom qnd* 
importing it into the other; and was about to conclude with 
moving for fomeaccou t^ until lie received information from 
the Lord I'liancellor, hat he could not move for thosii>^WhiIe 
the Houfe were in a Committed. 
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Itkiit was carried. 

uJiTat /Ylfcouot 5^tfrmoifr^tt)Ovect a claufe to enable the Scotc4v 
coioiunt. either to bftng their feints into tlie Englife market 

upon the fame duty was pain by the Eiiglifli fliftiUers, or 
to bf- alifohed fi m »heir li^entet. Hi. took occafion to 
anfeer vvhat the Lord Chancellor had faid, relative to its not 
having ever been thouglit ot by the Legillature to make a 
com|j>eniation to partie*:, on t^hofr cnnnui|(flure or huiinefs a 
tax was imnoftd, and obferved that he well knew jt was the 
doty of the Legtflaiure to alter any exifiing laws which they 
might confulei as iinpolittc^ hut what he had contended for 
was that when a mode of duty became impofed, <ind accom- 
panied by certain conditions it was unjull to alter thole con- 
dition , tMth )Ut in living an adequate compenlation to the par- 
ty, uho was fr»II to coniniiic to pay the duty according to tf e 
mode pielciihed. Z' ^ to his propofed claufe, he declaied 
th It It appealed to him to be fo peihftly confident with 
ju/tic^, thvt hf d A nit k^how it could he lefifted. 

1 he C’omin’ttp d /nUJ, Contents lo, Not Contents 24. 

Ook* Dul f of Nr/ I wifbtd, as tlie Scotch dilhllcis by 

« of Noiiulk. n ‘'Jf" 1^* to the Ihil yvt le exempted fi >m the pay- 
** meiit ot rhe mUhi on il (ixpcnce duty </ii al! Scotch Ipirits 
flupind h< fo»( tl r l ft ot 1 <bi uai V, ill It the i-nghfli difrilltis 
nnglit I ive .n t } 1 1 adi int u,*” in ulp(£\ to all Ipiiit-. con-, 
traded K 1 I eh i« tic fnft ot 1 ebruiiy, to be delivtied by 
ih'm heuaftiU H '.(me cxplainul I imfcit by ftaiing, that 
jf liiforc tnft ivt Itbiuaiv the Lnjilifli tliltillcrs bid 
con rjih^ 1 to J<.bv<i any risen nunilu r ot gallons of ‘'pn 
at a luulcip cPt ptnod, at il c ilifii iilual piue, the Lnplifli 
ilifti Icrs wtuld be dini^td in ihc propoTlioii ot the adui- 
t'omi fi' pence per palioaluid on Scoleli SpiMts 
T«r! "t h / oui Q w ct antwepd tba» coultl oifty be the cafe, 
pM nt ‘Ur if It wtu lb fti vl, in it the faiglifli ihlhlltr nuift piii- 
chalc Scotdi Sp Mfs toilchverin virtue of this conti. id, wliich 
f*r lioni the fad. 

At lens»tli tlie Bill went thioiigh the Committee. 

H be Hpuie adjo^iiKii. 

Jl/yKCii\y 2Lth T^biua\y. 

The order for the llouie to be iummoned, having been 
cftfled. I 

^ Iwd Lord Khiv oyi mtiodured his promifed motion in regard to 

nivy, \mMi lr*mc prdito’-v chlervationv on the late ad^ 
Vaivcetnent of C^ptamt to il ig«, by which kvcral whom be de- 
fcribed ad offiiers <>t^ iMtlilpuiahle merit bail been pailtd hv, 
'ihisOtgle^, le coniemled, iSihtated agamft the cftabl'feed 
pia^lice in thefer^i<«’> flood without a precedent. He 
(aid, It wps intCiitioii to impute improper motives to 

any 




any perfoht,^ha( 

9 Ry particular quarter. ' {|e W^^her^oro 
tion fo, that he hoped it wouW/be fppnd 
five and unobje£lionable» The fu^e<£t of it was; wybli4 
adoubt) of the utmoft icnporfance to the naval fervice.of 
thiscruntry; and when he examined the liftj and faw hoW 
many brave and deferving officers had been overlooked in 
th.>t promotion, he felt himfelf called uppn to. ftand for* 
ward as their advocate, and he trufled that their Lordffiips 
would give their fupport to the motion which he ihould have 
the honour to propofe, .particularly as it did not point at any 
particular mode of redrefs, but left it totally to tlie wirdom 
of His Majefly to grant luch relief as tlic exigency of ihetafe 
might appear to him to dematuU 

NotwithAauding tlut he lamented the fitnation of thol# 
officers, yet he confe/T^d that lie was too much alarmed at 
the dange'" of the precedent to fuifer it to pifs without ani* 
iTiadverfioii; for did it not put the patronage of the whole 
navy into the hands of a Minifter? a patronage which a bad 
Minifter might convert to the purpofes of parliamentary cor- 
ruption, and the moft undue influence. He did not doubt but 
that the officers who had the good fortune, on a late occafion^ 
to become the ohjcfls of lavoiir, wcic amply deferving of their 
honours; but they weie not more f » than ihofe W'ho had been 
fuperfeded. Were furh the rew.nds which this nation fet 
forth to tlie veterans who bled in its <W< noc, and by whofe 
exertions everv noble P, cr in that Houfc flipt fecure in his 


polTeffions? Under Inch circumftaiices, thrit country had no 
claim to their fuiuie (ervices ; for, wlfiit had they to expcdlf 
Perhaps to iLive a boy, who hidj^er fern a Ihoi fired, put 
over their beads, as the ciprict* of^ Mmiller might chdtaie. 

But, the Board of Admiralty fr'-med to beconfcioiis that they 
)jnd done ao injury to t!ioie men who ha<i been fuperfeded, 
and, ns fomc corp.pentaficn, had offi-rrd every one of them 
the half pay ct a Rear Asiniiral. it cuuUI not therefore be on 
the fcore of oeconomv that ;hcy had been overlooked. 

Lord Rawilon now moved, “ T hat, an humble addrefs be 
prefented to His .Vlajtfty, praying that he would he graci- 
s* oufly pleafed to take into his royal confideration the fer- 
vices of fu'-h Captains of his Majeffy’s navy, as werepafled 
over^t the i.ifl promotion of Admirals ” ^ 

Vilcounr Howe^ nfing rtbxt, entered into a ftaternent of the V'Ccmint 
diflR*ren- n lcs of procetding which had governed the lioardHowc. 
of Admiralty in the promotion of the Flag, (or many year#^ 
part, marking tlie periods, when any new ride obtained, and 
producing the orders of Council and ^various documents bf 
authority, by which each particular alter at i’on had heeri war- 
ranu;d« He contended that it was inherent to flic Firft Lord 
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^ 

^ ._/lre{poinfi5ie for life g^d eonJiifl and 

,l«H^etng of rW and i^ith the rtefponfibility; he moft' 

iietfirfrif iljf , be entttf^^lro ex^fdfe his own judgement and ciHV 
eirctidn irj e^y Hrahch of the executive duty of the Admiralty 
Jtoard; and, therefojtt?, it was inl^umbent bn every man ftand- 
ihg in a fituatiob exa£lly fnnil.ir to his own, to he carv’tiil in 
the pirivmotion of officeffy and more efpecially in t'ae promotion 
ofCarptairia to flag*?. He was hound toconfult the good of 
the ftr vice only, and to aft his judgement which was the moft 
praj^er and heft tjualified officer to command a fleer. It was 
painful for him, undoubtedly, in the exercife of his diferetion, 
to fet officers aJide; nor could he in a public aflcmbly ftate the 
particular reafons which operated on his judgement in the late 
promotion of Captains to the rank of Admirals, It would 
prove invidious in him toaxplam them, as it would be cruel 
hi the Houfe to defire him to make fuch a declaration. He 
had a€led to the heft of his judgement, and with the ftri£left 
impartiality. The noble Lor I had exprefsly (aid, that he in^ 
trodiiced Ids motion with no intention to make a charge. 
He was neverthelefs obliged to the noblo Lord for having 
igitated the Tubj^-^^, as there was no part of his conduct 
\^hich he wifhed to efcape inveftig.uion .and difcuffion, With 
r’g'ird to the reafons which might direft the judgement of a 
hrft Lord of the Admirality to p.if<. over any numlwr of Cap- 
tains in a promotion to tlag^, the Houle would have the good- 
neft fo recoITcct that there might be feveral Thofe who 
were likely to he entrufted with the care of our fleets, ought 
to be men not only qf ftrra minds,' but po((efl"»-d of bodily 
flrength, to enable them^to endure the fatigues of the hard 
fervice they might have t|>fufta'n. Officers who liad ferved 
ably and meritorioufly all their lives might not appear to the 
judgement of a lirft Lord of the Admiralty to he fit to he 
.•^ntf ufted with the care of a fleet, when the period of promotion 
to flags arrived. Their bodily ftrength might not he equal to 
th^ neceflary fe verity of duty. Other rca Ions might allb be 
affigned. That Officer who had difplayed great bravery in 
the command of a (hip, might not be qualified to command a 
fleet. Various rcafoiis muft offer themfelves to every noble 
f^rd^s mind in proof 'of that pofition. The noble Lord wImj 
brought the motion forward, knew that, in the army, the 
lame ohfervation .Tpplie l. A frrjeant of grenadiers, though 
an able and excellent foldier, might not be qualified to «om- 
.fnand a body of troops on a forlorn hope. 1 hefc, and other 
coniiJerations, had itecetXirily operated on his judgement in 
the laffe promotioiT. If the Hotife thought proper to take 
ifpon themfelves tfie promotion of military Officers, he fliould 
feel himfelf cafed of the greafeft cdbfc of anxiety in his fitua- 
tio;i, and of courfe, efcape from the painful relponfibility of 
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office* But, be coul 4 not fo, far ibrget, hie 
country, as to dcfire their Lordfiiips to earebiin of a 
bility, which could not, by any means, fo well refl af whort 
it did. He aflTured tlieir Lordfiiips, that patronage was not 
defireable as it might be imagined* Whenever a vacancy ia 
the appointments in his nomination happened, there were 
always twenty ca;ididates for it, at the leafi. He wa^^fuve 
therefore to clifappoint nineteen, and was not always certain 
of pleaiing the twentieth. After expatiating on tlie incon- 
veniencies to wliich the much-envied patronage of office 
expofed thole who filled offices, Vifeount Howe proceeded to 
reply to fome obfervations of Lord RTwdon with refprfk fo 
the non-exiilence of a neceffity for palling by il>e officers iu 
whofe behalf he had brought forward the motion, (ince, if 
they had received their rank,, and been maile Admirals, it did 
not follow that they muft afterwards have been employed. 
He contended that, in making a promotion of Oiptains to 
flags, thofc officers who appeared, in his judgement, to he 
the bell able, from' vigour of body as well as pipfeffionjtl fkilt, 
to ferve their country moil eiledlually, had neen promoted. 
Had the officers wi)o were pailed over, enjoyed their rank, 
and not been called into fervice, they mull have gone through 
the fuperior degrees of promotion, that oi Vice Admiral, and 
of Admiral, before tlie officers from whofe fervice the country 
were to derive advantage; and thus the officers who did not 
ferve, would have Hood in the way of thole wl)0 d*d ivrvc* 
He appealed to the Houfe whether fuch a circumiiance would 
have been fair or warrantable? He Hated to the Houfe ilua 
exiHcnce of an eHahliihment planned by a wile Board of 
Admiralty in 1747* for the maintenance and I’upport of fuch 
(officers as were palled by in a promotion of Captains to flags, 
and, this was the firll (as it was commonly called) of yellow 
Admirals* In order to make a fuitahle provifion for Captains 
not promoted to flags, aiul to enable them to Ipend the latter 
\('ars of their exiHence in eafe and retirement, that lill was 
eltabhlhed, and all upon it received 3C0I. a year. If live fu- 
perannuarion pay appealed too ImalJ, let it he increaled. That 
Houfe would tlien confider, that the patronage of the Firft 
Lord of the Admiralty would be iacrfaled in tiie lame propor- 
tion, and he had Hill more to give away than he could well 
difpole of alrendv. Having fpoken conceiinng tlie nature of 
naval picmotions. and. their neceirary principle, the good of 
the fervice, hu add'd that every man was li;=,hle to error. He 
did not prefuir.*' to he more clear from it than Others. If in 
the late proinotion of Captains to he had been guilty of 

error, lot the error he Hated and fliewn, and lie {]:ou!d nor frei 
hirnlelf afiiamed to acknowledge that he had erred. .So far 
fiom confr.h.'iing tlic cjiifeCion of his mlHakfs ao ditgr^cc. 
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JKi^ Ihdpld tliirtk^l^ frbm the Hdufe a better mart 

than he camekitb it. T^at the half pay of a Rear Admiral had 
been offered to thofe officers nrho were fuperfeded, was cer- 
tainly^ tru^; but, it was upon no other ground than as a com- 
penfatidn for paft fervicei; nor did fuch a meifure need the 
countilinance of a precedent. One, indeed, of this nature took 
plac# when a late g.nllant and noble Lord (Hawke) fat at the 
head of the Admiralty department. 

Lord Hawke obferved, that though not accuftomed to de- 
liver his fentiments in public, he thought it incumbent on him 
to defend the meafure of his noble relation, to which the noble 
Vifoount had alluded. He denied that it was a precedent in 
point, becaufe that promotion had taken place with the appro- 
bation and fandion of Parliament. He reprobated that fyitem 
of naval diftiiK^ion which overlooked the veteran officers in 
order to |;et at the man who had the chance of being the 
longe.ft liver. It was afyftem which every man, who had, at 
heart, the honour of the fervice, muft view with indignation. 
He wc^ld, ih^efore, give the motion his moft cordial lupport. 

The Earl of Sandwich remarked that it was generally 
tboughc moft wife, when a fuhjec^t W'as under difcuffion 
rtfpefting the diferetion of an official fituation, for tliofe who 
had formerly filled it not to interfere or meddle in the 
debate; but as he held it to be the duty of every Peer, who 
conceived himfclf informed refpefling the matter in confidera- 
tion before the Houle, not to remain filent, he would intrude 
upon their Lordfliips with fome natural obfervations. He 
had lived all his life among naval officers, and they were 
a body of men for whom he Iliould, ns long as he lived, 
entertain the greateft veneration and refpefl; bur, alihougb 
lie wirtied them extremely well, and thought them emineiuly 
entitled to every favour and indulgence fiom Parliament 
and their country, he could nCt refrain from gi\ing his rea- 
foils for dilFeriiig in opinion from the noble Lord who had 
brought forward the Motion. He thought it extremely im- 
proper for that Houle to interfere with the executive Govern- 
ment. They had much better leave ir to itfelf, and thofe 
noble Lords who would advife the Houfe to accede to 
the prefent propofilion, he was perfuaded, were not awaie 
of the infinite mifehiefs which might enfue. l‘ho Parlia- 
incnt of Great Britain flood high in the opinion of all 
Europe; it ha 1 acquired abundant cfedit from the propriety 
of its proce 'dings, from confining itLlf to its proper pro- 
vince, and from not alTuining offices and fundfions wij’ch 
did not belong to but leaving them where the Con- 
ilitution had wifely placed them, in the hands of the f#;veral 
depirtments of the executive Government. Let their Lord- 
•Ihips for u moment confidcr the cmbarrafimeiits whiji tnuft 
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be felt, if promotions of Admirals weite to be made by 
she Houfe of Lords* The idea was revolting aqd inon- 
flrojs in the extreme. A want of knowledge of the q^ua- 
lifications o^ the different candidates^ would prefent itfelf 
in the firft initance, and ultimately lead to the deftiufiion 
of the fervice. "I'lie influence uled to obtain promotion 
would be at once moft abfurd, and moll ridiculous. If 
the Houfe of Lords took upon themfelves a promotion 
of Admjrals, one I^ord would rife in this place and fay, 
“ Pray, don't paf^ over my brother, make him an Ad- 
miral!'* another would ftart up in that place and inter- 
cede for Ills relation. Nor would applications be confined 
within thole wails; each iiohle Lord ^would he pcftcrcd at 
iiom^‘ to intercede foi diiferent Captains ; n-iy, even the La- 
dies (and t!ie Houle well ktiew the irrefirtihle fal'cination of 
inliuence!) would catcli hold of a Peer’s hand, 
cl.dp It with ardoui, and lay* My dear l.ord, pray get 
my foil made an Admiral!” It was impoflihle to flate 
ihc variety of ill confequcnces that would refult from a 
promoiiori of Admirnis by the Ilouie of Lords, witliout 
placing them in a iidiculous point of view. If Parliament 
mull go out oi i;.s way, and take military promotion into 
iluii hands, Ijo really liiought it would he better for the 
Jloiiir: of Commons to have tlie promotion of Admirals 
in their luinds, than the Houf; of Lordr. The Houfe ot 
C'omnions would, no doubt, receive nuinherlefs petitions from 
the dillerent Boroughs reprefented, and llidr conllituents 
would fend them up inflruflions who was fit to be voted 
to.*. But, ridicule ajiait, he felt it hi$ duty to conjure the 
to let military promotions remain, wliere only they 
could be madr >v:th jiKigcment and propriety, in the hands 
of the tX'JciiTivr!; (iovernment. Let Parliament place a 
ili’c confidence m the tlrll I.ord of the Admiralty, and 
lutfcr him to exjrciic the diferetion that Iielongcd to his 
i.UMiion, unniolcflcd by their interference! The refponli- 
hiliiy l. y with that Oiliccr and the Board; and there the 
dilcrction cjiiqht to icll hkewiie. W’^lienever a complaint was 
loimaliv made of broach of triifl, or improper conduil in 
any rcfponiii li Member of Adminiilration, the Houfe had 
a right to niflitute an irK|uirv, and upon fuflicicnt proof of 
the tael:, al'eJgcd, to addrefs His Majefty to remove the Mi- 
nifter lo milconduclmg himfelf. That was the conflitutional 
power of parliament, and one of its moft important and fa- 
V.^^ry privileges, bur, it was widely diftinck from that or 
V.ie other Houte, taking upon ibemfelves to exercife the func- 
tions of the executive Government. For bis own part, be 
would not enter into any difcul&oa of the btc promotion of 
Captains to flags, becaufe he did not think that Houfe the 
VoL. XXIV, Nn * proper 
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proper plactf for fuc?h difcoffion, bor, having himfelf had a 
/hare in forming the eftahliihment which, in vulgar words, 
was fermecl the lift of Tfllo"M Admirah^ but the true name gf 
which was the Superannuated L\ft^ he would ftate to the 
Houle the origin of tlte cftiihliftiment. It hid been found 
at diffl-irent periods extremely inconvenient and dt^tri mental 
to the fervice, that promotions to flags fhould he governed by 
fenioritv. In the year f’oi ty-feveii, a promotion to flags 
was necPlTarv, and thole luen at the T.o ird well knew that 
there wen- mi thrlill of Captains (evcral officers u\ a f'nperior 
degree fjnalified to command Alcis; l)ut, the difficulty was 
how to come at them without loading the Public with an 
ama/,ii»g and intolerahle expenrp. In concert. tluTcfore, with 
two nohle r,ouls, lor wliofe m- luory ih'^ country ought to 
unitf^ willi liiin in cnterlainmg ilr: moft gratetul refpe^, the 
Superannuated Ijft h.ul ht en lotirie<l. d he noble per tons to 
whom he alhuled, ueic, the <>nr a Land, the other^a naval 
charaflcr, both nv n ot acknowledged judoenient, ability, anti 
7eal foi their countrv. He memt the lao Duke ol Bedford, 
attd the late Loid Anion. With them he had taken l>is lhare 
in planning vlie Superannuated Lifl, an i lie had I’leen the per- 
i'on in wliofe haiuls ir ]»:^d pr incij) >1! v been brought to bear. 
The objeail ol it wmji rn juovide an income for inch Captains, 
as in a premotmn to llie ii<»:ird ol Admiralty dn) not 

appoint Avimir-ds, not ino*inln^ to c.dl them out into fnther 
fervice. At thr nine td luliituiing the e flahiilhmenr, the 
obicil was to make I'lghl Adnin.iK onlv, and in order to ih.it, 
C 1 plains weie palK-d'-vei , and yet, there was no com- 
plaint then, no T’v)tio;i betofL riur llouTe to addrels His M.i* 
iefty on thi! fah/ ch nor any »dea of i .iuflicc or partiahtv en- 
tcrtaiiud. T iie e'l aMilhment of tlie SiipTannuated Liil had 
been originally rect imJ wiih univerfd applaul’e, and generally 
Cirnfidcred .is a hiim.ane and beni'voknl ii.flitulion. He hrl l 
in liis li.irul* tlie Memori.d of the Board of Admiralty, fugcrefl- 
ing the original ichrm^ cf the ertahhllii'' f*nt to His Majeilv, 
and tire original Order ot Council made hr conietjuence, both 
of which liis I.niilfliip read t ' prove, that the eflabhihmePit 
had been protciiedlv male in tivour fd meritorious officers, 
and thofe wlio had fnliaxtvl uv I] jn t'le fervire, 1 hiscircirm- 
ftance, conre..|uen: ! v, c ilablilhed the i.ien. that thofe Captains 
who were put upon it \^ero not ItigmatdVd, a*s n !u)bie Lord 
(Raw'don) had contend' d, nor in any degree difgraced; bur, 
that it vv.is an houo;irable retreat fiom Uivice. The income 
amounted to 32"']. per \nar; and furciv it was a comfortable 
provifion for officers who bad been buffiting tlie waves till 
their vigour was in a great degree (’xluinfled. Having dilated 
on the origin of the eftabUflfit)enr, and affirmed that it was not 
dilgracefuV he took noliw of feveral obfervations made bv 

Lord 
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Lord Rowdon, and, firft, of his having declared^ th*t the 
late promotion to flags was contrary to the praflice of the 
ferv ice. The revcrfe, he aflcrted, was the fii6k ever fince the 
hiftitutionofthe Superannuated L A, the praAice had uniform* 
ly been to pal’s hy fome Captains, and promote others. If a 
contrary praftice hail prevailed, and the Angle claim of ibni- 
ority bren adhered to, the fcrvice mufl have been extremely 
iiijiireJ, from the command of our fleets falling into very 
unfit hands* T he noble Lord had alfo Hated, that the late 
piomotion had been altogetlier without a precedent. No luch 
ihmg. "I'hcre were a great number of prece4ents for it. There 
had been precedents lor it while Lord Anion prefided at the 
Admiralty l^oanl; prec edents while Lord Hawke fat there, 
and many jirecedents W'hdc he bad himfelf bad the honour to 
be Til ft Lord of the Admiralty. In fliorf, there was fcarccly 
a precedent to the cotuiary. I'be Lail ()l‘Sandwicii leafoncd 
upon thefe f.u‘ls, and then rtcuned to his main argument, 
that it would he in the higheil degree improper and niuvifa 
for that Ilcufr to inrcifeit with rniHrary promotions. He 
faid, betrer onicers tl)en tht new Admirals bad never been 
pul Ujjon the lifl of f ; and there might Ijo - among tlmle 
Captains paflisd by foine good off*, ers found : bur, if once the 
Heuie travelled out of li,s pro' ii ' <*, and addrtlled tlic Ciown 
in favour of one rificer, iliey udmIJ be re[>e.itcdlv troubled 
witli applications in favrmr of otbei thficers, and iheir talk 
would i)Cf endkl's. what did tlit pu''i*nt motion 

r/iean ? Jt dcliitJ 1 11^ M'jirty to take the caic of tlu? ofllcers 
in who.e bch.ah liie motion was matle, into bii. ( rnildci aiion. 
That had been oouc aireaJv, li.ue, he had no dvnilil, th'^‘ noble 
Vifeount at liie H-ad vif the Admiralty knew his duty loo 
well, not to liavi' confuit^ d Ins Majefty, and Hated liis rca- 
fons before the promotions wero decided, 'i luu line of con- 
duct he had e\er jnnli'cd, for the many years that he had 
the honour to fit ?* the Admiralty Boaid, and he had no 
doubt the noble Vii’count had done the fame. [Inud Howe 
nodded aiicnt.] Was it His Majclty^s lu tier confid^'rarion of 
the cafe of the officers that was ddirW by thc'. mot ion r if fo, 
let their Lordfhips confidcr, for a moment, the gro(.\ impro- 
priety of their interfering with the Prerogative in a cafe of that 
nature. If they did it in one Initance, they would be called 
on to do it in another, and what inlim^eiy inifchiLVous con- 
fequences might not fuch an unwile confufion of the dillin£t 
funftions of the diflinct branches of the Leg ilia tu re lead to? 
With regard to the noble Vifcounrs reafons for having pafled 
over fome Captains, undouli^dly it nniA have lieen painful 
for him, a profeffional man, to have confidered it as his'duty 
fo to regulate the promotion. No Fir A Lord of the Admiralty, 
who had any feeling, had made a I'eleft promotion of officers 

N n 2 to 
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to flags, without being imprcflcd^with fenfations extremely 
painful ; but, whatever bad been the reafons by which either 
the noble Vifcount, or any former Lord of the Admiralty 
had been governed, it would prove in the higheft degree im- 
proper publicly to Aate the motion.. It was not inhuman nature 
for any man to think himfelf infufficient ; and, undoubtedly, 
one officer believed himfelf to be as fit for an Admiral as an- 
other. Would it, theiefore, he humane, or even juftifiable, for 
aFirftLordof the Admiralty to fingle out and charafterize 
what he held to he fuch difqualificaticMis, as tendered it incom- 
patible with the good of the fervice for luch and luch Captains 
to he promoted to flags? In conciufion, the Earl of Sandwich 
obferved that he was aware that it miglit he deemed improper 
in him to have taken any part in the debate; hut when he con* 
fidered tl>c refpeflable quarter from which the motion came, 
and found that the noble Lord had not examined it with his 
ufual powders of invelligation, he could not help rifing and 
troubling the Houle with the reafons which would impel him 
to give the motion his decided negative. 

Lord Raivdon lamented th«it hy louie fingnlar fatality the 
Jtawdon. totally niilfaken isini throughout his fpeech, 

fincc moft of the fentnutnis txpreff d hv the noble Lari were 
fuch as he was To far from o!>jt cling’ to. that he molt fully 
concuried in them. 7‘hr noble Lai I and he difloicd in one 
little particular; and tins was, the apj^iicaiion of the motion, 
which, he mull contend, wavS ruil, In aiiv degree, that which 
the noble Earl had atgued it to ne. 'j 'hc motion did not dehie 
the Houfe to mierfcie with the rrei()gati\e, and afl’umu and 
exercife the iunClioii of inlitary promotion. Had it been of 
that tendency, it would h^vc piovedi (he was ready to admit) 
liighly indcctnt and improper. It only defned His MajeRy 
tctakeihec.de of I'everal maitcricuo and able officers into 
his royal conluleration, upon tiic pndumption, iliat, in the 
late promolion to dags, their merits had been overlooked. 
To have relied it on any otiier ground Aouhl, in his opinion, 
have been difrefprftf.ul to the Sovereign, ar.d carritd with it 
an imputation of pnrti.dity in the noble Vifcount, which he 
was very far from thirkkmg riiat he delei vetl, I.ord Rowdon 
flated a cafe of promoticn to liar,:, in the reign of Qiieen Anne, 
when the Captain of Admiral S4r Geoige Rooke’s liiip, who 
was tlifn at Portfmouth, jufi piep.ning to fail on an im- 
portant expedition, was paffid u\ ; ^ir George Kooke, there- 
upon, wrote to Prince George ot Denmark, rernonftrating 
againil fo grofs an acf of injuiluv to his Captain, and declared 
that he confidered it as a pcifonal affront to himfelf. Lord 
Rawdon produced one^of Sir George’s letters to the Prince, 
and read a palLge from it. Sir George Rooke (he informed 
the Houfe} wrote many more letters to the Prince on the 
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dccafion; nor ^ould he fail before juftice was done to his 
Captain, and he was rcftored to his rank. With regard to 
the nineteen Captains ilint the noble Earl had faid were fuper- 
annuated, to make eight Admirals, the noble Earl had not 
ftated, whether they had withdrawn thcmfelves from the ier- 
vice or not. He had, therefore, a right tp conclude that they 
did withdraw, and it was on all hands admitted, that fuch 
officers as had withdrawn ihemfclves from the fervice, had no 
claim to farther piomotion. I>ut, was that the cafe witli thtr 
officers In whofe hclialf he had made tlie motion then upon 
the table? DirtcSlIy ilie rtverfe. They weic all officers lately 
jn fervice, and lenclj nn\! willing to be employed again. 7'hey 
were not men liable to be let alide upon io harm an impu* 
tation as incapacity. "Jdie nohic A'ifconnt had alktd if a 
ferjeant of grenadiers, though a brave foldier, was lit to com- 
mand on a dangerous •-ntei prize? ^VVle tlie cafes in the fmal- 
left degree analogous? Surely not. T 'he officers for w'lmm he 
then contended liiul urilly been in command often. 'J hey 
were looked up to by tlu m whole profeffion as officers of the 
firil ahihr y, and as fg: lor command as any naval cl.araiSlers 
whatfoever. In the army, men always lofe hy feniority. 
Colonels became Geiu I. ils, and fo on; and uirlel's there was 
fome ftain in an offir. r’s character, nvhich rendered him un- 
worthy of proinolion and unfit for rank, he law not the 
inconvenience that could arife from the f.ime pratHice obtain- 
ing in the Navy. Cimalii ho was, that the eAabllfhing a 
precedent of a garhhd lift of promotion to flags, let it hap- 
pen when it might, ought to be confidernl as a molt mlfcbie- 
vous precedent. It was rank, and not emolument, for which 
officers of true military feeling were anxious. To know th^t 
their country admitted that they deferved to be thought well 
of, was their ambition , and the noble Vifeount, as well as 
he, had witnefled the ad\ intages of encouraging that glorious 
emulation in both fcrvices during the late war in America. 

The noble Earl’s argument went fo far as to fliut the door 
completely againfl inquires into the condufl of a Firfl; Lord 
of the Admiralty, on any occafion; a principle which he 
hoped he fhould never fee the Houle adopt, fince it pof- 
fible for a marine Minifter to a^f as detrimentally againfl the 
intereft of Ins country, hy ahufing his authority, and purfu- 
ing improper mealur^-s, as the Mmillcr of any other depart- 
ment in the Srate. ' 

The Earl of Sandwich renewed his rcmonftrance againft the Earl of 
motion, on the groui.d of its calling upon the Houfe to inter- ^***‘^*‘^*** 
fere wu’th the executive departments of Government. It was, 
that the Houle might have it in their power to proceed to 
inquire into abufes of the executive departments, and not to 
(hut the door upon inveftigation, that he wilhed the motion 

to 
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to be n^atived. .While refponfi|>ility reded with Minifterg, 
parliament could do its duty ; inquire into abufe of office, 
and addrefs to remove. If Parliament, on the contrary, took 
upon itfelf to originate, where was it likely to clofe? Parlia- 
ment had never interfered with the executive department, l)ut 
it bad done mifehief. If a complaint had been dated in form, 
and proof offered to"* bring it home to the noble Vifcount, he 
was fure the noble Vifcount w^ould not have Ihunned inquiry. 
[Lord Howe nodded afletit.] It would have been conJlitu- 
tional for the Houfe to have taken notice of the complaint ; 
but, here, the cafe was otherwife. With regard to the iiic- 
ccffion of rank in the army, tlie hSi undoubtedly was, that 
a Colonel became a fieneral, by feriontv. but, was that like 
the promotion of a C.iptam loan Admiral’s flag? In one cafe, 
the Public was put to ik) exp^-n.ce; in tlu’ nihtr, rhe- expence 
was enormous. If tae preleni Motion paitd, llu-ii Lordfhips 
liiould conficl-.r that it was not five or feven V antains only 
who would heconi.; nituli.d to their flag, but, many moie. 
S'’WTntv Admnal* tle*o‘ wt-re alit adv, aiicl, tlKulore, let the 
Houle tliink vvliat (VvUh the picpoied addition^ Inch a Lill 
of flag oiheers would the Pi-biic. In contlulion, the 
Earl of Samiwich ol Uiv#.! tii.u ilu- pi inciple. of the niulion 
appe:irc*d fo mifJuv.vous,. that uhje^r.iMus out of nuinber j)ic- 
ftiited th*-MiN(l\cs to his nun.:, and th*- i^allv began to ibmk 
himfcif a Ipi akt'i. In ordt'r, ilu uioii, to [)revent his giving 
their Lordlliii)s rnoic tiouMe, he wuulil go out of the Houle 
ns foon as he Iku: j;iven bis vote arpiinl} the motion. 

Loid Lord J\uwdo7t made a fliort repi), mgmg the extreme 
Itawdon. hardlhip of treating l»rave am able officers with negleft. 
Virco\int The Peers wme nil moving, when Vifcount Howe rofe 
Howe. jjpj perlu.ided their Lordlhips would give him 

their attention a moment, while lie took notice of one expret- 
iion, which had fallen from tile noble Lord who intiodnced 
tlie motion. The noble Lord had talked of ^arbUi lift of 
promotion. The nohie Lord might not have meant the ex- 
prelPon in an oflenfive fcnfc , but il he did, he ought to ftatc 
his charge, and bring it to tiie proof, 
lord Lord declared tli.it he would not, for a moment, 

B»wdoi>. fuflci the noble Vifcount to conceive that he had ufed the word 
in an unkind fenfe. He ceiiainly h.ul not the fmalleft inten- 
tion fo to have it underftood, and lie hoped that neither the 
noble Viicount, nor any othtr nolh" Lord had fo underftood 
him. Had he thought bad motives imputable to the noble 
Vifcnunt, he would with confidence have made the charge. 
Vifcount Vifcount i/w 4 rho\vcd, and faid, moft certainly. 

Howe. ^Te q^ieflion was then put, and negatived wilbout adivifion. 

7 he Houfe adjourned. 


Under 
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Under the idea that our t^eaders will cof^idet^^s lfliett etc^ 
cbunt, prefixed te the debate Hxhich fellows^ as e/uayiatiH^ matter^ 
tue beg leave to fubmit the whole of tt to their attention* 

Upon the fixth day of the trial of Governor Haftings, Mr, 

Fox rofe, andobfcTvcd, that he was directed by the Cotnlnittee 
to fubmit to their Lord (hips, that it was their intentioil to 
proceed article by article, to adduce evidence to fuhllantiaie 
each charge, then to hear the prifoncris evidence, afterwards 
to be at liberty to reply. ' 

The Lord Chancellor called upon Mr. Law, fcriior counfel 
for Mr. Bailings, to Unovv wlu ther this mode would be 
agreeable. Mr. Law anfwered \i\ the negative; and then the 
Lord Chancellor ohlervt-d to the Committee, that as it was his 
wifli that fublluiitial juflice might take place, he fhould be 
glad to hear the reafens which inducLd the right honourable 
Mdhager, and the Committee, to call upon the Court to 
adopt that mode. 

Mr. Fox llated to their Lordfliips, that the mode propofed 
in luch a complicated cafe was adopted to avoid obfeurily— 
to place the various quellions in fuch a clear point of view, 
that their Lordfliips might with the greater eafe determine 
ad firiatim upon the merits of each article of inujeach- 
ment. 

Mr. 7\nflruther fpoke to I he Time effcifi. 

Eat\ Stnnhoje dvfired to kno.v whether the fame charges Karl 
were meant to he lirought forward in various (hapes, and 
whether the fame cvnUoice wa-* intended to be adduced in fup- 
port of them. 

Mr. Fox re plied, th:.t he had feen loo much of this profe- 
cutioii to be ignorant that all the charges were made upon 
dilfeient groumls, dillincl in their nature and qualities, 
and iet]uirmg a dilfcrrui fvllem of evidence to fupport 
them; not w nil Handing that it might fo happen, in the 
progrefs of the bufinels that the fame evidence would prove 
necfcffary to luhHantiate other charges. On his part, and on 
the f>art of tlie Committee, and tin- H mfe, he had nohefiiation 
to declare that they mr^nnt to avail ihtmfelves of no fubter- 
fuge; they meant to bring the charges plainly, clearly, and 
tompletelv home to the pnfoner. T here were fevcral prece- 
dents of the kind, particulariv the impeachment of the Earl 
of Macclesti<*ld and the E.irl of Stratford. 

Earl St itihope being fuisfied with this explanation. 

The Lord Chancellor called upon Mr. Lav/ for the reafoiU 
on which he fupported his objediion. * aiiceJor 

Mr. Law entered into argument to prove that it would 
he inconfifeent with the rules of juftice to fatter the pre- 
fe.-uiion to proceed in the mode propofed by Mr. Fox. 

He cited the cafe of Archbifliop Laud, and w.as urgent to 
prove that all the cafes in which impeachments lud been dr- 

termined 




Lord 

Stormont. 


termined, srtiqls by article, werc^y confent of the party 
under proTecotibn. In the Warmth of hts zeal for Mr. 
Ifaftings, he 4roppe^f a few words which refleiled upon Mr. 
Burke, for thehar/h and cruel manner in which he had opened 


the prpfecotion. It was fimilar, he faid, to the proceedings 
againft Sir Walter Balcigb. He was going on, when 
Mr, Fox rofe and faid, he was commanded by the Committee 


not to fuffer fuch grofs and indecent liberties to be taken in a 
cafe where the Commons of England were the profecutors. 

Lord Stormont ohferved, that the counfei had travelled out 
of his path to refleft upon the condu*^ of the right honour- 
able gentleman who opened the caufe; and he hoped that 
fuch a liberty would not be taken in future, 

Mr. Law faid a few words, and fat down. 


Mr. Plomer followed him; and 

Mr. Dallas, next, endeavoured to draw the analogy be- 
tween the practice of the common law in the Courts beftw*. 
and that mode which ought to prevail in the prefent inftance 
He combated the pr cc-lcnts which were drawn from the truih 
of the Earl of A'iacclesiu Id and Lord Strafford, and afferted, 
that to try tMch charge, .and determine upon it, would, con- 
fccpieiily, lead todeli v. cenfiifion, and perplexity. 

Mr. Vox rerdicd to tli- three rounfel, and maintained fli.it 


neither the profecutors could obtain jufticc, the pnfoner have 
a fair hearing, or the Court difcharge the duty which they 
owed to their country and to mankind, unlefs the cliargcs 
were fennratv^d, and the determination of the Houfe obtained 
upon each of them. 

Mr. Vox was never more happy in his delivery, and on 
the flcengih and folid lenfe of his arguments.— In fliort, he 
riveted tiio attention of the Court and the auditory — Ik 
afloniflied them with liis eloquence, and convinced them by 
his arguments, of the propriety and aflual ncceffty ot tl.' 
mode of condufling the trial in the manner which the Com- 
mittee had propnftd. 

T he Peers immrdi.Ut fy withdrew to their honfe, and or- 
dered that the I otd.s be fummoned toconlider and determine 


upon the mode in which the feveral charges ihouM hehrouglit 
fiTward, and whether the propofaion of the Committee of 
ihc Commons (hould be adopted. 


^hurjfiay^ 2\Jl FdrHary% 


'1 he order of the day having been read for taking into con- 
fideiliition the mode of proceeding on the articles of impeach- 
ment againil Governor Haffings, and for the Houfe to be fum- 
moncil, • 

Tlie Lord The Lord Chaneelkr left the woolfack, and opened his fpecch 
^bsnceilor. j,y pronouncing a very fine eulogium oi)on Mr. Burke^ for 

his 
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h\s mode of openiog bis didrget^^ Ho bodtniim^^?^ 

Aances of fuch hom>r, of foch accumiilajte<i 
fuch deep criminality, tbat O^ery thing contatneKI in ar* 
tides before their Lord (hips, funk, in thecomparilbn, tp utter 
infigniticonce ; and the right honourable Manager had unrqur* 
irocally declared that he had not aflutned the privilege of an ad^ 
vocate to exaggerate. [Here the Clinncellor read his words, as 
he had taken them down, compared with the lliort-^haud wri- 
ter.] After this, fays bis Lordfhip, I fhall hold Mr. Burke 
to the proof of all he has averted. He has mentioned crimes 
of fo deep a dye, that if the defendant was to forfeit nil h s 
property, to fufftr the moil exemplary puniAtmcnt that their 
Lordihips could inflidl, it would be far, very far iliort,. in« 
deed, of a puni/hnient ade^jnare to hts crim'es. Their Lonl- 
Blips all knew the effe£t which the defcription of them liad 
had on many very refpeflahle perfons, many of whom had 
not, to this moment, and perhaps never woold, recover from 
the fhock which they felt at the relation. But, in proportion 
as he was r^ady exemplarily to punifli Mr. Hidings, if hd 
really was guilty, bethought it right to purfue the only me- 
thods of a {'certain iug his guilt, or of clearing ‘his innocence ; 
and, for the prefent, he had a right to pr^^fume him innocents 
What the counl'el of Mr. Hadings claimed, was no indul- 
gence, but a riglir. His imagination could not go to any 
ocher poilible mode of defending Mr. Hadings. than iJiaC 
which his counfel had propofed, namely, that tt>e Managers 
fliould complete the whole of their cafe, before Mr, Hidings 
laid a word in his defence. Was it poilible tlicy could reply 
to any one article, before they had opened a general date of 
tlieir cafe its various relations to the occurrences of Great 
Britain, during Mr, Hidings^s government ; and in ihort, to 
complete that plan which the right iionour able Manager had 
profefltd 10 have taken op, but which, for whal rcafon his Lord- 
Ibip knew not, he had abandoned, ff the articles were to- 
tally unconnefted with one another, Mr. Hadings could not^ 
with any regard to his own cafe, fay a word till thcprofecu- - 
tion was doled ; hut the fa£l undoubtedly was, that the ar- 
fiefes were fo intimately blended, that he defied any manlRv^ 
ing to feparatc them. They comprise Ac whole of Mr- 
Hadings^s foreign and domeftk government for a Jong ferWa 
of years. His Lordftiip, after dcfcanthig a conftderabfe ttine 
with great force on this fobjeft, Lid, he iHould notqjidfent, 
Until he heard fomethiitg like a reafon affijgnod adopting’ 
the recommendatiem of the Commons : his ewn imagination 
could not tbnn a fliadow of a reafon to ioftify their I>ord- 
ftiipf. But not only had the<WQiilel of Mr. Hafiings to,de- 
feml hun agamftehe arti^feiiet aleeady exhibited agaihft him, 
they mud wait until the criminal matter opened by the right 
V'Oi-XXLV. (Jo honottrsiblc 
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IH^ntd^lftefa ih^pe^ that they could 
freely iEpcet T^ iLM teply t& lt. ^ From tto fpecimen virhich 
the counfeihad given of their ialents.be prefumedthey would, 
in thetr generalopening, endeavour to mv^Iidate tbehiftory of 
the right honoOrfUe Manager. Indeed, they had been told by 
Mr^ rox that they might make their general opening as foon 
. as theiy pkafed. What ! before they knew all that could be 
faid againil them ? He added, that as he was bopnd in con- 
fcience to protefb Mr. Haftings, if innocent, and to punifh 
him feverely if guilty, he never could confent to a mode of 
procedure, unfair to the defendant in the highefl degree, and 
contrary to the fundamental principles of juAice. 

Stauhoe Earl propofed that the various crimes fhouJd be 

’ tried fepcrateiy ; and tlierefore moved, That the Managers 
** for the Commons of Great Britain be direAed neither to 
proceed upon the whole of the charges, nor upon their ac- 
** cufations, article by article, but to proceed upon the cri- 
‘‘ nunating allegations one by one/* 

Ld.LAuglr* hoxA Loughborough oppofed it, and replied at great length 
Oorough. >tOjthe Chancellor* He contended,, that Benares was a fingle 
article, containing fundry criminal allegations, totally un« 
corineded with the other articles, and that there could not be 
the fmalled ohje£Vton to their confidering tliat article feparately 
and 4iBin£lIy from the otiiers. Whether the fa^ne rule woul^ 
appLr^to tlie other articles, might be a matter of future con- 
iidemion. He declared that it was impoffible for their Lord- 
Ibips to adopt the mode wifhed for by Mr. Haftings, with 
fafety to the inquiry. The multiplicity of matter contained 
jnr>ne charge;, he obferved, was fufficiently intricate, with- 
out uniting the feveral charges together; each charge, he fail), 
contained crimes of different completions ; and he afked, if 
.any noble or Itdrned Lord prefeut would, fora moment, con- 
tend that fuch X precedent exifted, where crimes of diferent 
deferiptions and different magnitudes were blended together, 
and on which their Lordfliips were bound lo give one ultimate 
opinion ; it would lead their Lordihips into a labyrinth of 
perplexity ; it would be committing leveral of the charges 
idio inevitaMe obfeurity. His Lordfhip adverted to the fe- 
veral argiimeoiwmade life of. by the Chancellor and Lord 
Stanhope: he contended, that the analpgy between the pre- 
text Cafe ahdindiiSbMtita and mformatioiis, nr»ull fdt to the 
ground. Hit Loidibip then gave ^ a fine delcript ion of an 
with a nrengifa tifxolouring v^ich did 
him infinite credit^^ and contended, that the Jaw. (^Parlia- 
ment ms not l^e iliackled down by the rules pf the Courts 
Lstow, while they did. not; violate the fublfantial rules, of 
juftioe; that tbe||; htd a r^hl to eonfult theic own.convem- 
ence, or fo far as tteit was confultcd with the view to the 

clearei 
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‘traft for feme ti«M| bia ifordfobtoweiM^ tlwdlMVal^it 
argumebts^in reply to the cooiimI m weif£iii$4rn^ m 
concluded with warning their Lordflii^ agaiuA h 
fion, which would be m confiderabtc Importance lotm pre« 
fenc grand and mome^ntoua queflion ; a queftion« on the 
fion of which the intereft of thoufands way dependent \ fir 
which decifion all Europe was watting with the greateft 
anxiety# 

Lord Loughborough then movedp ** To agree with the 
propoGtion^ as Aated by the Managers for the Com- 
mons.” 

The Duke of RuhmonJ began with exptefling his inability Duke of 
to follow the noble and learned Lord in that ftrain of do- Rithmond, 


quence which had at ail times diAtuguiihed him in that Houfe, 
and never more fo than upon the prefent occafion. He de- 
claied too his inability to follow him through the mare of 
legal knowledge. His reading, his (*race ohferveJ, on legal 
points, was rather luperActal, and therefore he could not be 
expefled to define with fuch legal perfpicuity and nibety as 
the learned Lord , but the little information he had of legal 
and conftitutianal forms, led him to diffirr mod materially 
with his Lordlhip. His Giace entirely concurred with the 
Chancellor, and profolTcd himfclf to come with a mind pei- 
ftr<£lty free and unbiased, and confcientioufly determined to 
do ju dice. As to what Lord Loughborough had faid, that 
at the clofe of the whole, a (eparate queilion might be put 
upon ejch article, his Grace iaul that that point was^ by no 
means fo clear to him. He thought the quedion of guilty, or 
not guilty, would be more proper ; but that was a point for 
future diicuflion. It he could have had a doubt upon the pre- 
fent occafion, that doubt would be removed, by rcftefting up- 
on what paded in another place ; it would be itidecent in him 
to allude to it, but be would pal^ caf^ Suppofe the Houie 
of Commons had preferred a variety of charg^ agamd a gen- 
tleman, and that that perCm, anxipus to clear his fame, 
fhould agree to be heard ; fuppofe, after being IieanL hr fhould 
he we<)k enough to give in bis defence, and allow it lo be 
printed, and that his profecutors ihould i^ually ufe of 
that defence, for the purpofe of drawing articles of crimination 
agiinA him, would he not^ in future, be cautious not to fay 
a l}llal)le, till he had heard every thing which could be faid 
again A btmi Suppofe another perfon, of feme wHtlom and 
ciution, Aoold be accufod, Aioold be heard, (bould makea 
Very fine fpeecb, which cariied thelrbolc Hoefb with iiim. 
Profit ng by a former example, fuppofe, when applied to 
for the minutes of his fpeech, be thoulck deoKne to deliver 
them in, declaring it t|| arrange tliem. If fuch 

Oi}Z things 
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thiftes bft<i he who fat as a judge 

T^outd never agr^iif ^lece Mr. Haftings in a luuation, by 
Whiclv^from inattenrioh^ jdr ^lipt making tlie beA of bis cafq^ 
he might become his 0 wn accuter* He contended, that by 
every Taw, human and Jivine, Mr Haftings was entitled to 
hear every charge, every allegation, contained in the articles 
of impeachment, ofSened and proved pgainft him, before he 
ought or could be compelled to enter upon his defence. In 
the courts below, his Grace faid, no pnfoner was called upon 
for hts defence, till every clear count m ilie indi£lment was 
proved, or atlempied lo be fo. It tlu n, laid his Grace, for 
crimes of lb much inferiority comparataclv v. ith the prefent, 
a priToncr can, in thole courts, dematui tliat as a right, which 
the Managers wi/h to deprive Mr. Haflings of here, your 
Lord/hips fliould ftep forward, and fuppoit the caufo of lai* 
ina^iity. 'The crimes, he olderved, imputed to Mr. HailingS, 
were ot fo black a dye, as to make humanity fhudder, .nnd 
degraded human nature. But, obterved his Grace, no man 
in this country it thought guilty, till he is proved fo ; and if 
the crimes imputed to Mr, H.;lljnc.s are of that defcription \ 
ha-vv mentioned, God forbid v^rt iJiould deprive him of tba^ 
^jlorious privilege every fuhpcl ought to enjoy, the priviKgc 
of chafing the heft mc^le of defending and overturning thole 
imputations. His Grace tht n cbfe rved upon Mr. iJnrkt-’s 
opening, and Mr. fox's reply to Mr. Ha flings's cbunfel, de- 
claring himfclfinfulted, as an individual of that Houfe, by 
the expreffions of Mr, Fox on that day, and expreflmg his 
dilapprohation of the moile adopted by Mr. Burke. lie ob- 
fei ved upon the language of Mr. Law, and jullified ihc term 
A'/ '.vwwifl/i,/ , vvhitdi Mr, f.aw bad madeui'eof. Calumny, he 
nlderved, in his concepiion, was, where improper, unjufli-. 
iiable language was applied to an undefer ving oh jf ft, oi w lrere, 
admitting lUe ohj<a5t a deferving one, thofe luiputaiions were 
not provtrd. He hod too much confidence, he laid, in the in- 
Ugrity and honour* of the right honouiahle Manager (Mr, 
Burkej todouht for a moment that be either tvoukl or thought 
he could prove every thing he had opened againll Mr. Haf- 
tis^gs : but thitt not being the cafe at prefent, he did not think 
ibf" right hononi«ble i^ltinber jujtiiivd in the language he had 
tiled, and coj^fe^uemly thought Mr. llafiings’s counfel. fitu- 
»ted as they w^erc/ cxculable m ohferving as the y h.ul done. 
II»s (jracc obi'erved on what had fallen from Lord Loughbo- 
rough, rtfpedlhig the difference t>^tw<«en parli.*yneiUary and 
coinmon faW, and^ontended that thofe ought to guided by 
the rules adopted and preterved it> the inferier cmrts, parti- 
cularly where tliofe rules < refulteil to the priibner’s advantage. 
Ignorant as. he was, he |ki|l, fhould feel no difficulty iu 
|ivin^ hiS OD dy^^fe pf tte charges together, and 

■ , * though 
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though he was of opinion that this mode would be pfod^ee 
of as much expedition as the other, yet even admitting lor i 
moment that it would not, he contended, that for that leafon 
only, oor any other he knew of, ought they to depiive Mr. 

Hail mgs of th It glorious privilege of an tnghihmon, viz. 
choofing what mode of defence he pleafes to adopt. 

Lord S*nmo}U rofe next, and begin by complimenting the 
noble Lord (Loughborough) for the elocjuent Ipeech he had 
(klivertd that night , md confcflinghis regret that it had not 
force fiifEcient to coinince h m of the pioprict\ of the mea- 
fure the noHe Loid fo (fifpu( uflv wiflied to \nfoice He 
would nor, he laid, ht to iidi iiLu^ is todecliie a total gno-* 
lance of the hgil pn lus ni c,iitflion, as th it might be attru 
Initcdto vmitv, i ithci tl in in ladiffirent opinion of his own 
abilities he had, he (ot i il d, is he thought it n duty he 
tl w Hou^t mi 1 hi * it IS much mafttr of tiu ijiief. 
r in IN 1 j' rime ind fitiiiiK n would admit; and he was fiee 
to own, that not a doubt lemuiiud on his mind as to the 
1 npropiitty of the moJt piopofed by the Managers to that 
} oufe It wis in h s oj non, o\ rtuining fvei v piecedenf 
I I It Hoiiie hid hdori idoj il 1, and cUj living Mr Hiflmgs of 
I pi V liege he had a rig' t to dtnniul ; d( pnvmg him ofa ripht 
t'lt inmut ible and (tein d 1 iw^ of |uflice gave him to make 
I ' re nt that mode of d fence h ft cilcul »ted to tlu nitiire of 
t’ e clurges I'Icdged ignnft him, and tlit pfculin iitu mon in 
whith h( Ihnds 1 lui wr’e pnvilego<y, th„ic w it lilurtics, 

1 s I ordihip ohferved lhe> fhonld he very cautiou'* ui being 
inltrurnent to deftruy. No rank, no chari<Sltr in that 
H ule. how'evei eminent, or however innocrnt, hut mi^!;ht he 
an object at lornt Iuili*" pe od of an impeachment , might he 
jilictd ill the critic il fun •' on in which Mi Hiflmgs thtii 
iiood He therefor^ vv irn#»d them to be cautious 1 1 idnpting 
a n o k of proceeding, by which the) not only bound them- 
iclves, hut poft<*-ity '1 he decifioii of that night would be 
handed down as an invariable rule in future; and he t hue- 
tore again warned their Lordftiips to be cautious m tint de-^ 
cihon Much, ht obierveti, h d been fiid of the impo/Iibi- 
lit) of tlieir Lordfliip reco.lcdlmg, when they came togiva 
the r opinions upon tht vvhoV of the various fi&s that hid 
been proved, or l”ch pirts of the charges thit had been dif- 
proved. Did n t their Loidfhips, he aik J. did 

rot the cleiks of that Houle do the fame ^ S rel v they did ; 
and if their Lord/hips had doubts of this re coll 6lion hefavV 
no objeflion why the proceedings of each <1 v mi<;ht not be 
prir^ted, and diftnbuted for thur Lordlhips* ule His objec- 
tions againft proceeding chaige by Hiuge^ lieie ftrong 2Uid 
deterroineiL He itiftanccd fevera! of tl^fe objedfiona : the 
Houfe of Commons might, for aught he knew, makt the very 

evidence 
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’ w add ucad ^6 byel^turn one or two of the charges, proof 

to fuppon the other. He argued on the cafe of Lord Straf- 
ford^ and declared the pioceedings on that cafe were not at all 
analogoai to tlie prefent. In that cafe, he faid, Lord Straf- 
ford, on the mode of proceeding, viz. charge by charge, being 
jMx^pofed to him, immediately gave his ailent to it. Lord 
r StraJibrd^ he faid, thought it was a very juft mode of pro- 
ceedhig ; it met his approbation ; it was the method he wifheJ 
to adopt, and therefore he coincided with the propofal. But 
his Lordfhip ohferved, this afient was not to he confidered as 
a precedent in future; what Lord Strafford might confidtr.as 
a proper mode of proceeding, or what might be a proper mode 
of proceeding in his cafe, might, in another inftance, appear 
quite the reverfe, and Mr. Haftings was not bound to adopt 
it. 

|[«raf>wrby Lord Derby obferved, that one of the counfel for Mr. Haf- 
tings had mentioned Lord Orford's cale, but mentioned it in 
that kind of way, as if it had dropped from him iinwaiily. 
'I'h.it cafe, in his opinion, as far as it went, was direiflly con- 
trary to the mode of proceeding Mr, Haftings wifiied to adopt. 
He made fomeohfervritions on the delay i!i;it would be crtate<! 
by it. His Lordfhip then went to prove, iliat if the cliarges 
were heard coiledtivciy, fome of their LoriUhips might in the 
mierim be taken ill, and being deprived ot their attendance, 
conld iheiefore only hear a part, perhaps, of the pioiecutoi’s 
cafe, and niMie of the defence, or vice verl'a ; or, that if any 
of their Lordftiipsdkd, their Tons who fucceeded them would 
bt ar, according to the prelent mode, a part only of that trial, 
on which they were to decide. 

lyiTvl Grantity rofe, and after apoiogifing for the want of 

rr»s)tky. ability, at bis years, toanfwer the noble I.ord (Louglii)orouglij 
obferytd, that the noble Lord who had juft fat down, had 
given himfelta deal of trouble, upon a point which might Ire 
very fo 0 u determined. It was fo unprecedented a queftion to 
aik, that he tele no difficulty in aniwering it. He declared 
that he had affirmed no lawyer could have fupporied the pro- 
pofition of the learned Lord (Lj^hborough,) and he declared 
fo ftill t but unlefs he had feen u with his eyes, and heard it 
with his ears, he could not have believed that any man, who 
pretended to be a lawyer, could have made a motion which 
Wasdlreftly contrary tojuftice and commpn fenfe. He ne- 
ver knew ill his life a prifoner called upon for his defence to 
a part of an indiftment or information, until he had heard the 
whole. He challenged the learned Lord ( Loughborough J to 
giye him one ianflie inftance in his recolledion, where a pri- 
foW was fo ftimitfiftd. Healked it as a favour, he alkt^d it 
for iiifonnatiort. The learned Lord, faid his Loixlihip, not 
Upfvvering me, I take it tor granted he has noac. Wiar, faid 
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bis Lordihip» call upon a man for his dcfenef| when ^Jhad # 

only heard part of the charges ailedged againfthim L wai^^ver fudi 
a thing heard of! The right honourahTc Manager (Mr, Biirke) 
fays his Lordihip, has opened the ch*^rges generally to us, and 
in that way I Ihould think it moll aJvifealile to, proceed. Ho 
argued upon Lord Stratford's cate, and declared there was. no 
comparifon between tliat and the preftnt. Lord StraitbreU 
fa’ul his Lord fhip, wiflied for that mode of proceeding; and 
fo far it makes for Mr. Haftmgs • for they did not attempt to 
compel him to it, hut put it as a queilion. His Lordfhip at- 
tacked feveral of Lord Lough borougli^s arguments, and drew 
coiiclufions between impeachments like the prefent, and iii« 
formations and indictments. The noble and learned Lord, 
he obferved, muft have ftrangely forgotton hirafelf, or he 
could never for a moment have drawn the infeiences he luis 
done. T'his called np 

Lovi L'jifghhorough, who denied that the right honourable U. 
Manager had opened any of the charges — He ridiculed the com- 
parifon between indictments and informations and tlK^ptefenc 
cafe, and alked Lord Grant ly if he ever knew an inftan^ce where 
feveral iffues wert joined upon either an indiClment or infor- 
mation. He atiempud to make anobvious diftinClion between 
them, when he was anfwered by 

Lord Crantlcy who faid the noble Lord had furely not heard 
hlm,orhad miltaken him wilfully. He declared he never faidtlie 
right honourable Manager had pone into any of the charges, and 
was in their Lordlhips recolleClioii on that faCl; but he faul, 
and he again repeated it, that he had opened the clwrges gene- 
rally. The learned Lord, faid his Lordfhip, calls upon me 
for "an inftance where feveral iflues were joined upon one in** 
formation. Can he, fays his Loidfhip, he ierious when he 
alks me the quellion ? If he is, I anfwer him, that it is not a 
quell ion I expeCtc-d from him. The fuppofition is too ridicu** 
lous to require an) anfwer, hut fays his Lordfhip, 1 will fell 
that learned Lord what 1 have feen and done, /\n informa- 
tion againfl a mngiilrate was filed by me as Attorney General 
for mal-pr.iCliccs, that information were contained 

thirty or forty difiereiiPcounts, all for mal-praftice, hut in 
their nature as oppofitc as light and dark. Would not tlie 
learned Lord have thought it llrangc to have heard ihe prifoner 
called upon to anfwer one of thofe counts, and give in his de- 
fence to that, before he had heard the remaining counts con- 
tained in the information.-— Surely he would, and the cafe is 
jull the fame; that count was to nave been a particular con- 
lliluent part of one grand charge^ the fapie as one of the pre- 
fent charges is a part of one impeacbtneiu. His Lordfhip rca* 
foned for fomc time on this point, when 

The Lord Chancellor and declared him felf f.rrnly ofopi- The Lari 

liion witli Lord Granlley- A deal of ftice criricr;! inquiry, he ^bancdkij. 

obfervedi 



parliamentary a. 1788 , 

ierved, had been made ufe of to nd purpoie. He affirmed chat 
the motion of Lord Loughborough was futile and ahfurd. 
That he believed no man in England underAood the Englifh 
language better than Mr. Fox.— -That his firft propofition was 
clear and perfpicuousy namely, that all the articles fhould be 
taken feparately, and that the defendant fhould be required to 
aiifwer feparajely to caOh. But to prevent the po(Iit)ility of a 
doubt, he had called upon Mr. Fox, ftill farther to elucidate 
his meaning, and the anfwer was plain and diredl It became 
their Lordfhips tlicrcfofe to determine now and for all, and to 
prevent future appeals. If he were to judge from what had al- 
ready appeared, occadons would neceffarily arife, which would 
compel their Lordfhips to adjourn from Weftminfter Hall to 
their own Houfe, which of itfelf was rather a tedious duty ; 
therefore they ought not to fufFer it unneccflarily. He faid 
he bad not heard a fingle argument in fuppoit of the motion 
of the learned Lord. It was the duty of a Judge to do Juftice 
without any confideration of convcniency, and to dojudice 
according to the laws of England. With refpefl to the law 
and ufage of Parliament, of which he had heard fo much, the 
Chancellor utterly difclaimed nil knowledge of fnch law. It 
"had noexiftence. In times of baiharifm, indeed whtn to im- 
peach a man was ruin to him hy the Arong hand of power, by 
"tumult or by f.uflion, the Jaw and ulage of Parliament were 
quoted in order to julVify the moll impetuous or atrocious a£ls. 
But in thefe enlightened days he hoped that no man w^ould be 
tried but by the Jaw of the land, wiiich was admirably calcu- 
lated to protedl innocence and to punifh guilt. In \^'eAmI^- 
fter Hall one of the honourable Managers had attempted to 
make a diAinflion between the firft ftageof the impeachment 
of that great man the Earl of StrilfFord, and tlie latter pro- 
ceedings when the Houfe was borne down by violence and hy 
tumult. He declared that the whole pn)ceetlings, from its 
commencement to its conefufion, was m the higbeft degree 
violent, unjuA. and tyrannical. The Managers of the Com- 
XDons attacked that great man in lalMu.’.ge lb grofs, that it dif- 
graces this country, and was wcveH^alled exc'^pt in the cafe 
of Sir Walter R.ileigli. A Hcoitiooland unprincipled fellow, 
Pym, aitac' ed that ncble Loid with ail the virulence of party 
faction and mahgnitv, enormous as it was, hec.'^ufe the Earl 
of Strafford was accufed hy them of cjuniing his party; as if it 
weie not meritorious to ferve the ftatc inflead of a faflion— as 
if It were a crime to quir.i g^hg of highwaymen. That noble 
Lord once, and but once, forgot himltlf in entrpating the for- 
bearance of his exegrahlep^tccu tors. B'jt, my Lords, if we 
talk of the law and ufageof Parliament, and are bound by it, 
what inju Aki ftiuU we not commit ? It we go h?.ck into our 
Uiftory, cOmuLI was got allowed in an impeachment for mif- 

Ucmeaooit ; 
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demeanors; but now We fit 'As n tourtol* fuilice, boun^ 
every Court ought to lie, according to the ftrong^i pbintedilnd 
juftcxprcffion of the noble Viicouiit (Stormont) Ky the eternal 
and immutable laws of jullice. '1 he ChaiKellor fud, that 
there was not a fingle impeachment during the Inli century in * 
which there were not iheHrongeit maiks of tyranny, Injuf* 
ticeand oppreflion ; and even tiie iipp^ach.ment of Sochcverell, 
in the prelent cenrury, contained an iniiance of injuftice, 
which hetrulted lu ver wou hi happen again; when the lioufc 
of Lords dttennin^tl tJ|K>n a |>oiiit ot law contrary to the una- 
nimous opniion of the Judges. In the piclent iinpeachinMit, 
he trufted their LorJihijis would not depart from the kn.)wn, 
cilahlilhevl laws ol the land I he Commons miglu impeach, 
their Lordfliips were 10 rrv tlie raufe ; and tlu* fame rules of 
evidence, ili j lame attr nt ,on to tiu' law s winch obtained in the 
courts ludow, wouhl, he was ennhd, nr, he prelerved hy their 
Lordlhiris, Ilerontended tlirit it was Inglily improper to 
coinpil a pcrion, fituated as Mr. llallings vvasi<to nnfwerone 
ch*rc:e ithout hearing the wlude. He inftanced the cafe of 
an in’diwlment for prrjnrv, wlic e a man might put in a f.ilfc 
anfvvtr to a h||l m ('h. ncerv. In tins cafe, l,nys Ins Lordihip, 
tlR,ie miglit h'- a hnniind djtf iint alfigntnents, hut wouid it 
beevcf ihought of to rtmn)t;l the dtfein am to aiHwei one of 
affignnuMirs (t para tly without In^aring tlie whole? The 
fuhjtift matter of tlie hill m ghi in many parts he as difft rerlt 
as i)lack and white, and comprehend a variety of tadls and 
tranladli()i:s, and there would he an affignment for every fa£t 
diftmcd from the other, ^>t the defendant could not be com- 
pelled to enter upon Ins cK fence till he had heard every com- 
poiieiu p n r nf that indidlmcnt opened and proved, or aiteinpt- 
tci to In* if) again 1*1 hnn. 

1 . 01(1 Carli^ ag'ted with the Citancellor in his conclufions, 
but thought he fpf.L * ll range in fomc inftances. 

'I'heli'jke of Xorfolk d iiren ted, and juft ified Pym and the 
Conm)()ns. 

I.ord Loughborough (aid if hrs^ motion Was negatived, it 
would he a )>altry mode of putting at) end t6 the impeach- 
meiit. ^ 

Contt-nrs, -^3; Not Contents, 83 .— Majority 55. 

T!ie Houfe adjourned. 

On the preceding occafion the following proteft was en- 
tered. 

Die Jovis^ 21 February lyBS. 

The order of the day being read for taking into cohfidcra- 
tion tlie mode of proct»'d ng upon th^ articles of impeach* 
ment againft W.^rif n Haftings, Efij. rind for the Lords to be 
fuminoned, and for ail the judges to alund 
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It was m6vc(r^attd%rJ^rcdi tliit the Commons be inform- 
ed, that they do proceed to produce all their evidence in fup- 
port of their rmpeachmenr, before the defendant be called up- 
on for his defence. 

DiJJentient^ 

Fiift, Becaufe we hold it to be primarily e/Tential to the 
due adminiftration of juftice, that they who are to judge, have 
a full, clear, and di Aini\ knowledge of every part of the quef- 
tion, on which they are ultimately to decide ; and in a caufe 
of fuch magnitude, extent, and variety as the prefent, where 
iflue is joined on ads 'done at times and places fo diftant, and 
with relation to perfons fo different, as well as on crimes fo 
difcriminaie from each other by their naiuie and tendency, we 
conceive that fuch knowledge cannot I'Ut with extreme diffi- 
culty be obtained, without a feparate confideration of the fe- 
veral articles exhibited. 

Secondly, Bccaufc wt cannot, with equal facility, accuracy, 
and confidence, apply and compare the evidence adduced, 
and more efpecially the arguments urged by the profeculors on 
one fide, and the defendant on the other, if the whole charge 
be made one caufe, as if the feveral articles be heard in the 
nature of feparate caufi.s. 

I'hirdly, Bixaul'e, admitting it to be a clear and acknow- 
ledged princijile of juflice, that the defendant againll a crimi- 
nal accufation, fliould be at liberty to make his defence in 
fucli form and manner as he ihail deem moJi to liis advantage ; 
we are of opinion that fuch priniiplo is only true fo far forth, 
as the ufe and operation thereof ihall not be extended to de- 
feat the ends of juAice, or to create difficulties and delays 
equivalent to a vlireft defeat thereof; and becaufe we aie of 
opinion that the propofition made by the Managers ot the 
Houfe cf Commons, if it had been agrt^ed to, w'ould not have 
deprived the defendant m this proftciilion of the fair and al- 
lowable heiu-fit of fuch principle, taken in its true fenle, in; 
as much as it trnded only to oblige him to apply his defence 
fpecially, and dirtin<!dly to each of the di/lirnff and feparate ar- 
ticles of the imprachment in the only mode in which the re- 
fpedlive merits of the cliarge and of the defence can he accu- 
rately compared and determined, or even retained in the me- 
mory, and not to limit or reftrain him in the form and m?n- 
*ncr of conllrufting, explaining, or ellabhfhing fuch defence. 

Fouitidy, Becaufe iii tht^cafeof the Eari of Middlefex, 
and that of the Earl of Strafford, and othercafes of much lefs 
magnitude, extent, and variety', than tlie prefent, this Houfe 
liasdirefled the proceedings to he according to the mode now 
propofed by the AI::nagers on the parr oi t' .e Commons. 

Fifthly, Becaufe/even if no piciuient had exifted, yet and 
fjom the iisTW and diAingiiilhing ciicuinltance of the prelent 

cafe. 
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* cafe, it would have been the duty of this Houfe to adopt the 
only mode of pioceeding, whicli, founded on fimplicityi can 
infure perfpicuity, and obviate confufion. 

Sixthly, Becaufe we conceive, that the accepting the pro- 
pofal made by the Managers, would have been no lefs con- 
fonant to good policy, than to fubftantial juftice, fince by 
poflufling the acknowledged right of preferving their articles 
as fo many fucCeffive impeachments, the Commons have an 
undoubtf^d power of compelling this Mouie in future, virtually 
to adopt that mode which they now recommend, and if ever 
they lliould be driven to flaiui on this extreme rigbt^ jealou- 
fit s murt unavoidably enfue between the two Houfes, w’hofe 
harmony is the vital principle of national piofperity; public 
iullice, if not defeated, might be delayed — the innocent might 
be hai raffed, and the guilty might efcape. 

Seventhly, J!ecaiife, many of the reafons upon which a 
d'.rieient mode of condudling this piofecution has been impof- 
fd up(‘ii the Commons, as alledged in the debate upon this 
fiihjerl, al?pe:u^• to Ub of a Hill inoie dangerous and alarming 
Tendency, t!i ni the meafure itfelf, forafmncli as we cannot 
bear, 1 nt with the utmcll aftoninnnent and apprehenfion, 
that lliC Supreme Court of Judicature is to be concluded by 
the infiiruted mb s of the pradhee of Inferior Courts. And 
that tlie law of Pail. arnent, which wc have f ver confidered, 
as recognized and reverenced by all wdio ndpeClcd and under- 
Hood the Jaws anti tlie tonfliturion ( f tins country, lias nei- 
ther form, anilioiity, nor even cxilleiice; a dodlrine which 
we conceive to lirike dire<ftly at the root of all parliamentary 
proceedings by impeacliment, and to be etjiially deflru6live 
of the ellablifticd lights ot liic Commons, and of the cri- 
minal jiii ifdifl ion of the Peers, and confetjucntly to tend to 
the degradation of both lloufes of i\irliament, to tliminilli 
tilt rigour of pul-lic juilice, and to fuhvert the fundamental 
principles of tJie conliitution.. 

PORTl^ ANO, 

Devonshirt, 

BtDFoan, 

LoUGHHOP^OUCir, 

Stamiord* 

Diflfentient for the firft and fecond re:ifons only, 

- I'owNsrir- KD, 

• 11 AP.COURT, 

Leicestek. 

Diflentient on the firft, fecond^ and laA reafons 

• Ma:^chestfr. 

Xhc 


Wentworth, 
I >ETt KV, 

C A K o 1 1 r, 
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The next material^Debate occurred upon 
Monday y 1 7 th Alarch . 

Lord Scarfdale. having taken the cli.iir, and the claufe in 
the Mutiny Hi I having been read, 

The Duk" of AfanJjtJlcr declared his intnition of oppofing 

the novel claules intri>diicr-d in the preh rit I'ill; and truftrd 

that their l^crdlliips w^'ulil dn hi n ti^e jui'lice to impiitc luch 

an Oj>pofirion to the real c lufe: to the rtdhrude of *ms fccliin^s, 

and not to any pirty motives. He was an avowed ent inv* to 

llie extenl'ion of military law, unl ls in c.ihs ot ahh>lijre 

Tit'ceffity, the bdl juft read, w*Mit to inr ealc; th ‘t law hy 

inakinij a nuiid'rr (it artificer^ hahle to feel its irvtre effct^ts, 
® . • • . 
wlio hid, hi'Jieito, enjovtd then Ida r t v in common with 

their fell-nv dls, ui^.er tivil law, C' jkI it he proved 

riec(lljiy tor the latery of the h-* /IkmiI I not enier- 

tnin t'ae Icvll agaiiilt liu inn oj the army, hur, 

in a time of profound p< aci , certainl I'a* a^o. 1:011 of a n.e lore 
of this lingular n .tar* called for a full ixplanifum. It was 
eftahlifliino .1 prr eedt nt ot a li d vnoos t^ iuten» \ ro 

conilltuiion, which could not be guaid».wl v, too jialoiLs au 

eyo, 

Dakr < r The Duke rf ]!i bvi^n /havir'‘g rrm irkt d !v" g.t\(' t’ e ■ Wt 
lli^hdu »<♦ noble Sj'eaker lull rndit !or i!ie jmritv of r.‘. nioiivtx, .kuLd 
that, he vviihcM the ideis of pu’tmg ai.d. • ih, c.'iipuom law t'f 
England, ?nd luhieeliog ir.en to oa’t:..! uejo not 

rimed too far. \V ,r}i ufptCl to tit ohjiCt*. ol t 'e ckn-le, 
it had o^vuiied to hi.n fh.i' rn* torinarit n f»t n r.'-guiar corps 
of ariificns, who w^ould m fuUne W'ts, heapp' C d»le lo my 
Irrvictf, when v;aiitcd riiher at home r abroad, ce.u i* n.^t 
but he attendid with veiv be:iificial cont* i|..-^ne( s. In all the 
armies abroad, iucli a ctnps made part ot thole ,ji inirs, r»n(i as 
their uti'iiv was unr^u^iiuui rd'*, he had eonrhiueu « •■•t thtie 
ought tc» be fo' 11 a c<’*'[>s ;ti the- army, and iberetore lie Ii.id 
r'liitiiUrod it u" his d'it\ to lubnn^ ihe propofji.on to liis 
?slaj<liv. who Icid appioved ot if, ant! it liad - cf n (ince l..id 
i»(‘fore the Houle ( f (do.mrons, and voti’d h\ that I. ranch of 
liie I t'gillalure. W’ltii irgiid to puttli'g llitin in the Mutiny 
hill, Ixirg a part of lh> ..riiiy, tn to d reTfiditly as foldiers, 
like other loldu rs th»-\ <1. J.t otkioubied! v '-o b^couit; iubjeiit- 
cvi to the lame law, as ihv- polio v ol ti'r Si ite l»au Lanfulered 
It r.s naht that .*'1 (oidif inonul coiitMue m iiicii a ftate of 
Jubou] nation,^ rhe onlv ; rmciph* <«:s wl’ich he had ever 
imoerllcod t!i..t martial In.v \v*.s r.irli htiinp tkr the army. 
Was the fudde rners of its piinilhtk.nrf.. At tlie fame; time, 
it was not to bv Tc-nf?de;e%l as any I'.ardfhip, fmre no fpecKS 
of trial, however p-»pular it might be, w:.s (he behevtdj more 
id*: and cairuid Lieivtnals by Couu Martul* In all iha hci 

had 
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Iw.l ever attended, he had feen as much care taken to give the 
party tried every fair advantage which poiTihly could have 
taken place. 7’hc corps of'arrificers pri>po!ovl to be foinu\l, 
was not only highly uictiil, hut, at the lafiu* i.me, I'o tar fioin 
being an aduiiional expejice, thev \^ouhl piovc* a laving, be- 
c.iufe the dilFercnce between gettiifjj Inch a lunnher as htieto- 
fure, and having iluin toiintd into a regular corps as iftteiul.d, 
would render the ulu.il i.\ pence lefs by two ihoiiiand poumis. 

I'.yclullvc c)t the corps il aitiiucis, the itUjiS ol t ngiiieers, 
and ilie gunners, and quarter gunneis, weie likcwile inieit«d 
in t)ir Mutiny hill, wihlIi, undouhteilly , they ought to l)e| 
as ili<'v wiur a p.,r! nt thf' army. 

I'lo. ot yl/c/j hejirt antvMOtd that lie mufl take the r>nke of 

IditTtv of 0 01.14 iljai I l.r argunu nts ( 1 the nuhle Iver were M*'uicb*flcr. 
ton i:;c 'iicluli vj i.j pr- v.nl upf»n him to give his inpport to a 
inr'iui'- ‘A’nrh lie d eiiw tl as lu'llile to the nglits ot jiidivi- 
(la iK. as :C 'vri<; d le'eaou^ ro the pi incijil* i> nl the conlhtut u-n. 

T lj' ijohl - Duke had di'ti ndei] the proj*i !' tv t f this cxi. nfion 
(If ihe in liMiv hivi lor a rtalon to \%hi h he could never iul>- 
Iviih'.. Di i tile nohle l^uke give tlic put- rtneett- a Milit.uy 
C'U.t, h-c.uile Its vi e.l.on pieeliueii t’ e dehSy vhuli the 
d' iih^i .,t of otlier Court^ thought h'Cnlirv toiluu j)ro- 
ceeilin^s' O: was pur ilhmf nt inli elid luiUi jiIv. and m rhe 
\vai*Tit:i ot V ..luour, to he adduced -e an .iip u.'o» nt in 

fiipp'irt ot a ntt.iiiotr lor evteriilru; it to tl ofe wlio v.vir not 
no'A luhjecl to Uicli a jiiiilcl (Mmn: li('pi*d tlieir Loii!lliip« 

woidd not counr* 'i,.iK e a lyliem ol that kind, he lor one 
would give his d* nia d vote againli it. 

Lotd I'oitiL n oh! rvt’d that each vear produced fiich nn j 
:j] M rxw-nii n ot inilonry law, that everv man ought to I’cnchellcr. 
r* vi-ll .‘tan artenipt rotit.lihiha hhcniol governin'^nt winch 
was lo d^mvaous to the hherty ot the iuhjcdt. Tlio noble 
Duke had ihiov.n out n li i^tions againli llie comthon law, 
which, in h:s op ni'-'i, wne txtreinly imUcent. [Here tl*e 
Dukt; of Ri(hniond l.ud that the nol le Loid had nnlunder- 
fioou him.] 'ri.e nohle Duke, however, could not deny 
lh.it lie luut given a m.irkiil pieterence to the piocerdings of 
Court M nr».i!.s, in a maim-n whicli did nor much n commend 
tin in tc) //?w, I'Vr his own part, le: would i.ithei have no 
Muriny h ll at ail, ih.jii have it coupled vviili Inch a ciaufe as 
the preienr. lovheil the wiiolo hill was lo c.nthUly and 
iiiacriT.. elv cliaWi) up. that it was a lihgraee to the Itatuto 
hooks V\ liat liii.ck him ns the mrdt oej'-dho^ahle part of 
tiie nohh* Dum’» curpi of artifiCMS v. is>, the manner in 
winch thole urh.q py men Were to he aindled; they wcie to 
be ciepiived of oiu ibiid of their pay it ^hey were not good 
foltiii 15 ; Ju d ll ihuv were not good aitificers, they were to be 
puniiheJ by the auihoniy of the Matter Gential alone, w ith- 
out even tiic iuianur.v oi a ti;al. 

^ Lord 
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Lord Carlijk obferved that he cxpefted to hear fome perfcn 
in oiBce account to the Houfc why the Mutiny bill was 
brauglit on fo late this year, declaring, he hoped it had not 
been for the bad reiifon of depriving them* of an opportunity 
of conftdcring it with due deliberation, With regard to the 
corps <tf artificers and the noble Duke’s argumt;nt, that it 
would be a faviiig of 2000U he ridic uled it as an idle reafon 
for fuch an innovation. If their Lorciih'ps were to be governed 
by any fuch argument, they would he led into fb abfurd 
a matter as the calculation liow miicli the furrender of the 
rights of the fuhjt'6l was worth per man; and if the rights and 
liheitiesof 600 aitificers were worth aoocL their Lordfliips 
would lee that tlie rights and liberties of each individual arti- 
ficer would be valiKd at 3I. lOS. 

Lord Cathcait icmnked that artificers were exceedingly 
wanted in the field, and tliat the formation of a regular corps 
could not hut he attended with the moO elTential advantages 
to tliee fcrvic^. 1 lius, hitherto, the regiments had been ob- 
liged to be drafted on every fudden emergency for artificers, 
and much dithculty and inconvenience liad in coniequence 
aiifen. 

The Duke of Kuimoyid defended u hat he liad fiiid of the 
advantage or (udclen punifhment for rnijirary nmen, and declar- 
ed that he had not nit\.nr fevrre pcrfoiud pnrnftimenf. No 
man could he more an enemy to rhefe degrading feverities 
which revolted human fenfibility; ht» l.ad always been againft 
them, and was of opin»on they might he difpenled with en- 
tirely ; and that confin^’nicnt alone, or low living, would 
anlwer every end of piinifhrnent. With regard to continen- 
tal armies being ofienfivc, and Britiflt armies defenfivc, he 
knew of no fnch diltincl-rion. All armies ought ti^ be formed 
on an oftenfive principle, fince to he able to attack, was the 
beft way to u'^fend. A nohic Earl had alkal why the Mutiny 
bill had been brought in fo late? He could only fay, it was 
(he fuppofed.) the. ul'ual time for bringing in the Mutiny bill. 
Certain he was, the claufc refpefting the Corps of Artificers 
had not delayed it; ns the I loufe of Commons had voted them 
before Clirirtmas* The Duke explained the reafons of the 
terms of the atteftaiion; ami argued that they were not un- 
ufuat, and that ihpy did not lead to the Coloners deriving any 
profit or advnntagp from cioathing tiic men, &c. With re- 
gard to the nohls F.arr.< calcolation of 3I. ics. a man, as the 
price of fuiifendi'ring his civil rights, his Grace faid, rhe 
noble EnrI tnufi knosv that that was not a reafonahle mode of 
arguing the matter. 

Lord Rarji^on de^areJ, that fuch a corps of artificers mult 
prove highly advantageous to the fer\ice. He mentioned 
many of the inconveniences, as well as the enormous expenre, 

that 
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that had been experienced hith^to for Waht^oT(tt0h in cfta- 
blilhment. He particularly inlbiiced the cafe of the Ifland 
of St. Lucia during the courfe of the laft war, where the 
utility of military artificers had been experienced. 

The Duke of ATancheJlcr rofe to defend the militia from Duk^of 
what he conceived to have been an imputation call on them MuncheiUx* 
by Lord Caihcart. His Grace fjid, that the gentlemen in 
tliemihtia had ferved with the patriotifm of ancient Romans, 
and in defence of the ifland they had cncounieied many 
hardlhips. 

Lord Cuth:art explained, and begged le.ive to aflTure the 
noble Duke that he did not mean any thing that he had laid, ^ 
as an iniinualion againft the militia. Tie had laft war been 
an eye witnefs of their condufl, and knew them to have 
deferved well of ilieir country. 

The queftion was at length pur, an.! the claufe carried. n .\r of 
The Duke of A'cryi/^ laid, that before the Houfe proceeded 
to tlie order of the day for the fecond reading of the Declara- 
tory bill, he begged leave to prelent a petition from a relpeiM- 
able body of the Proprietors of the Kaft-InJia Company, pray- 
iiig to be heard by counfel^ againil the bill. The grounds 
of this petition were flrong and weighty. The 'bill had lurii 
read a lint time on Saturday, a very unufual time for rend- 
ing an important bill. It was to be' read a fecond tiuK* (they 
underftood) that day ; and by this means they wcie pre\c Ui d 
fiom having a General Court of the Proprietors, Iw wliich 
they could petition tlie Houfe as a general body in time to be 
heard .ngainll the hill. It was particularly the duty of their 
Lordfliips to be circumipe^Sl and debberat:; in a matter, wlien*, 
ading more in ilicir juilicial than in llieir hgill.itivc cniMCity, 
they w'ere to declare what the law was in a particular llatuu*. 

It w’ould be a degrad.ition of their l.ordfliips’ dignity if they 
were to fuller a puldic fentimeni to- go abroad, and in a mra- 
fure where any public J]oard was at ilTue with any branch of 
the community, thev had haftily interfered to give a decifion 
of the point in favour of the Board againll the fubiu^'f. in 
this cafe it was peculiarly incumbent on them to i)t' difercer 
and jealous; becaufe, in addition to the private queflion ot 
right and property, there was involved a great public quellion 

of conftitution. By the hill now before the Houfe, .Mini- 

fters were to acquire fucli an influence in tlie way of patronage, 
and fuch a power over levenOe, as mull he exceedingly alarm- 
ing to every man who valued the conftilution. He was fen* 

Able that the very moderate reqiieft of the petiti^ieis would 
be complied with, ami pariiculaily, as the rhoft diftinguifh- 
ed characlers in the Houle had, on a Gmilar occallrm, fuc- 
cefsfully warned their Lordihips againft rail me (s and Irafle in 
a bill of a quality not very diffimilar to this, [the Lord Chan- 
cellor oil Mr. Fox’s India bill took his objey:Mon onJtlre 

ground 
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grotin^ of want of time] and had by that ohjeflioh influenced 
their Lordfliips in the decifion. He would therefore, withoot 
troubling their Lordfhips f.nther, prefent the petition, and 
he fhould after move that the fecond reading of the bill might 
be adjourned to Thurfday. 

He prefe ited the petition figned by George Tiermy, 
Stephen Lufliingron, and other gentlemen, proprietors of 
India ftock; it was rend hy the Cleik, as follows: 

Tlie humble petition of certain Proprietors of India Stock, 
in behalf of themlelves and the United Company of Mer- 
chants trading to the £all Indies, 

Sheweth, 

I'hat a bill entitled ‘ An a6l for removing any doubts, 
&c. was brought into the Houle of Commofis on Mo:i- 
day the 25th of I'ebruaiy laft, read a ilcoiul lime on VJon- 
“ day the 3d inltant, and pafled on 1 * riday the i4lh ot March 
inftant- 

“ That the United Company of Mercliants trading to the 
** Eaft-Indies, conceiving then right'; and privileges vio- 
“ “lently attacked hy the faid hill» and having had ibiScient 
time to take the imfeof a Ciciu t d C'ouit held for that 
“ purpofe, and to inlliucl counfrl in ilu ir hebalf, chd, pre- 
vious to the laid reading, iinanimoull v agree to ])reliMU a 
petitKJii to the Honourable Houlu of Commons, praying 
“ tliat the laid iiiJl might not |>ars into a law; wliich pcLUion 
** was received, and counfel heard thereon. 

That the faiil hill palled the FJoufc of Commons late 
“ in the evening of Friday the 141I1 inllant, and contrarv to 
‘‘ the expcflation of your petitioners, founded on the ufiril 
praflice of this Right Honourable Houle, was read a fiiit 
** time the next day Saturday) a day on which few in- 

ftanccs are to be found of your Lordfliips fitting for the 
“ dilpatch of bufinefs. 

That your petitioners underftanding with infinite con- 
corn that the faid bill is ordered to be read a fecond time, 
“ th'n day^ (Monday the 17th of March) w hereby they are 
** precluded from lieing heard by counfel in the cuflomary 
“ Ibge of parliamentary proceedings, do, on belialf of 
“ themfclves, and the United Company of Merchants, hum- 
bly inireat that your Lord iFips will be pleafed to giant 
fuch fsrtlier delay as may eftable the Proprietors at large 
of India Stock to prepare evideruc, aiui flate proofs to 
“ your Lordfliips, that the faid bdl is (K Itruflive to their 
privileges, and fubverUve to their chartered rights; the 
‘‘ iUid Uniied Company remembering, with gratitude, boW 
much .the juftice of this Right Honourable Houle is ac- 
“ cuftomed to revolt at all attempts to violate fuch rights 
and privileges; at»d feeliiig, fiom rtcen: experience, that 

« 10 




your Lordfliips mterpofitioltaovlpltote^idll. < 

Your petittonersy thei^foi^ pray, thtft tlieftcoDidrea^* 
ing ot the faid Bill may be poftj^td until nexl^ 

tilt 20th inftant, being the eatlieft day on which, by the 
operation of the laws, any public reiolution 6f the fuld 
United Merchants can be taken, in order. that the Eaft- 
India Compiny may have time to inftmd eouniel, and 
piepare evidence, in defence of their rights and privileges” 
Lord Portchr/hr role to obfervc, that the BUI m its P**®' 
amble ftaitd, that doubts had been entertained at the con- ^ 
ftrutflion of the aft of 1784. He denied the exi Hence of 
the imalkfl doubt; he could not ftrain his mind to the re- 
c<.ption o( a Angle doubt. BeAdes, what were the doubts m 
qucftion^ Not a mere (hade of difference, not a llight dif- 
tinftion, hut doubts as broad as the difference^ between plain 
white and ]^t black, between mid day and mid-night* iV^s 
jt poffible for fiich doubts to have exilled, and not forjevery 
min to fetl them. The contrary was the reyerfe, as he 
would p^-ove to th< ir I orJ/hips. Loi d Portchefter then went 
into m inveftigition ot the claiiAs of the Bill, and rcafbned 
upon them, attei which he concluded with moving tbeiol* 
lowing queftion to the Judges: 

<< Whether, according to the intent and meaning of the 
ift of the 24tli year or the reign of Hu piefent Majefty, 
for the betel nguhtion of the Lall India Company, 
the Committee for the affairs of India are competent at * 


any time to direft, that (he expence of laiAng, tranfpott* 

‘‘ mg, md mimtammg fuch fotces as may be judged necef- 
“ f ir\ for the (ecunty of the BrUffli Uintories and poOid&ons 
in the Eaft-Indie% fliall be defrayed out of tft revenues 
ariAng out of the fa d territories and poSefllons, fuch 
troops not being fent at the exprefs requiAtion of the 
“ Eift India Company; and particuliily, whether under the 
circumffances now exiftmg, the faid Cotnmiflioners are not 
** reffrained by certain proviAons contained in the faid 
fiom giving fuch direftions?” 

Lord Hawhejlury dented the neceffity of putting; any fuch ^ , 

queftion, d daring that he entertained not the leaft dotiibt bury.* 
but that the conftruftion put upon the aft of 1 784 by the De- 
claratory bill, was the true conftruftion. He faid he Would 
confine himfelf to the queftion, and not go into the difcuj&on 
of the bill itfelf. He accordingly uiged againft the iiecdfity 
of putting fuch a queftion to the mdgbs, declaring that it 
neither affefted the common law of England, nog auf^anew 
ent ftatute, and that he faw lawyers eoow prefent m folve 
any difficulty the Houfe might entertam» He gave the 
VoL. XXIV. Ctq Ho«ft 
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Hovr^S a dpuil litvm l^e tiranfaSions fietweeo the Board 
Controli and the Cotti||.ojr Directors htthetto, as ftated m 
the papers on the tahlejin order to prove that the 1 uter en- 
tertained no doubts of the powei of the Board to ftnd out 
the regiments till lately. With regaid to dehv, which he 
conceived to he the foie end and inttiuion of the motion, 
there were very important and prefltlng realons fi r avoiding 
farther d*Iay, and uCng all poflibie dilpatch, and thtlc wtic 
the weDfaie and interell of the Eaft-lridia Comp my, whofe 
fhips weie laying upon deinuirage, at an cnonnousc xpMK< , 
and who, bondes, would lok their voyage, unltl Mity lailcd 
ipeedily, a circumftance that would occilion tic lois cf tlie 
China trade for the pteient year, which would dtprue th 
leyciiue of a very large receipt, and conlt(|ucntly in it ri illy 
eftedk the finances of the countiy. Upon thef^, and uMicr 
political confiderations, he fhould objeft to the motion tli n 
before the Hotife. 


Lord Stormont contended that it was cironcous to (upp fc 
that a queftiort of ftcl hul any thing to do with political con- 
fiderations* No exptnee howevec giext, c ught •'o \cghin 
the coiifideration ot the prdent quckion , '’lul ) )k ni itti r 
tobedecid#*d wu, did the Dtchnto»> bill, or did u n >t con- 
tain a true expofition of the adf ot 1/ He th( i > t nt 
It did not, the doubts being, as his pohk f and h d f ciMy 
cxpieflld It, not whether It was twilight orfucli an houi ( f the 
day, but whethei it was mid du oi mid night* Hi^ I rd- 
Ihio ridiculed the idea ot reforting to political confidinr o is 
wheie the queAion was an abArad qut^Aion of fid, and p 
pealtd to the Bench ot liilhops, as men uled to ablit ut k i o 1 
ing, whether it was ulual with them to call m a d, pol r e il 
confideralsons, and future confequences, as illiAi him <t a 
politive fad? Healciibed the deliy thit hul omu re I, c 1 
tirely to the fault oi Government, and afktd whv tluv Ind 
jaqt embarked the four regiments, and n feised tiu qut Aion 
bfwho^wasto pay foi their maintenance and iup, oitfoi a 
future difcuffion in the Court of Law, 

' Lord o}(in^y obfersed that he roie to refeue AdminiAration 
fipm tjif charge of having themlelves caufed delay; and ht 
ftated the dates of the different tranfidnns N tvMtn the 
Boaid uf Conti ol and the Court of Diredor , t»n tht^ Houfe 
of Commons was moved for leave to bring m tin bill, then 
upon their Loidljiips’ table. With regard to lending the 
troops, tfieCompan^y had lefufed to take them on bo ird their 
ihips, and ft w 6 iild have coft above one hundred thou land 
pounds to have fwit them to India in tranfpoits. 
i lai^rd Cbr/r>®j; contended that the noble Lord had not in- 
fwered the now Vifcount fatisfadonly. He oblerved that 
4 >e hdd heard tbit wine was the bitter for keeping, but never 

before 



before that JadgM ^ . 

He mould have 

ftatute. The only doubttentertained about (h&tiMffnidlw 
oT tlic A& of i 784> had been (he i^ndiecftoo^ amot^ the 
MiniAers themfelves. He repeated what Lord Stormont bad 
faide of having fent the regiments to Indidp and refehred the 
queftion for future difcuflion. . ^ 

Lord Sydfuy fpoke in repljp to ihiilw that Goyeminent Ld, Siiae^o^ 
could not fend the regiments as mehtionede, : , 

Lord ilopctoun obj'efied to the putting the queftion to the 
Judges, becaufe he thought it unncceilarya Hopetoufto 

Lord Lzughhot ongh^ fupporting thejnotion, entered into a Ld.Loogh^f 
difcuilion concerning the nature of Declaratory bills, obferv- 
irg, that tliey necelEtrily ought to be attended with more * 
than ordinary delay and deliberation. He faid, the cafe was 
different with an enabling law. There, if occafion required, 
liafle and precipitation might be ufed, but notfo with decla-^ 
taiory laws. He had heard, that, fo far from the three 
regim.Mits being ready for embarkation, they had not been 
iiij'pci^ed on the day when the bill palled the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and they were one thoufatid men deficiet^t of their com- 


plement. 

Tlie L'iyi ChanceUur urged tlie Houfe to confider that the ThcLor^ 
true meaning ot the ^jueffion was, not whether the bill ffiould 
bt‘ delayed a day or two, but whether it (hould be delayed to 
the icih f t April. He referred to a declaratory law bill, that^ j 

had pafled a=: quick througli the Houfe as it was wi (bed that 
the piefent iiilJ fliould pafs; and he reminded their Lord-. 
flhp> tl'.at the Company’s (hips were laid in port upon demur- 
rage, at the enormous cxpcnce of three or four hundred 

pt) mds ;i # 

Lord faid, the declaratory bill referred to by ij. Mngh- 

the noble and Icarnul l^ord, was that refpe£ling the 6th of borough. ^ 
(^eorge 1. relative to Ireland ; and there was, he recoIlcAed, 
another decl.iratory hill relative to America; but both of 
tbein.rv^fcrrfrd folrly to queftions of ffnte. The prefent bill 
d in it matter of private rights, aud therefore thd 
cafe was i!xtremely diftiiiA and different. 

Karl F izzL'iHiam fpoke in favour of the motion, and,^* 
minded the Houfe, that the declaratory bill relating to Ite- FiuwiJlbm ? 
Lind had btyjn a bill of repeal, and therefore it needed not to 
bc! dcUyed as mucli as other hills ufually Were ; the fa£t ne- 
verthelefs had l>een, tlutjt was not precipitately pafled, 
a day or two had occurred between each llage of it. t 

Thequeffion was at length put,ifArtd the Hotife divjde4it . 

Contents, 30; Not emteots, 76. 

A motioh was then made, ^ That bhl he fcad a 
fecond 
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Dakc The t>uke of then litoved, by way of amendment^ 

•f Norfolk. « That the bill be read a fecond time upon ; enfuing 
Thurfday.^ 

Thequeftion being put, that the word “ now,” ftand part 
of the queftion, the Houfe div ided ; 

Contents^ 75; Not contents, 32. 

Lerd Wrfj- Lord IValJingham began the debate, and defended the bill 
iihjtham, from the objedtions that li id been fuggeAcd againft it. He 
remarked, that he was cleaiiy of opinion that the conftruc- 
tion put by it upon the a£l of 1784, was the true conftnic- 
tion. Had Mmifters introduced an cnadling hill, niftead of 
a declaratory bill, it would have been, an ex pjl law, 
and, by implication, would havecaA acenfuie on theBoatd 
of Control, from its inftitution to the prelent moment. No 
doubt, he declai cd, h id been entertained ot the powers of the 
Board of Contr^-1 till lately, and therefore it was highly nc- 
ceflary to clear up thole doubts. He hated that it was in- 
tended to do fomtthing for the Company's officets immedi 
ately, hut that it was a delicate mattti tor Cioainment to 
manage. 

Viaount Lord Vifconnt dccl ircd it imnoffihle for him to 

Stc^nioAC. fit filtnr, and fi fl * a hill to pals of 1 Mi Vniy lo evtrem ly 
dangerous to the sonthtiuion, and ct i n tu’ pcifidl) 1 il- 
hicious* The *\(\ not only dtehud tl it which was not 
truth, but was repugn lilt to the ftipubtion ot all 

foimei ftatues, andavowel a doctrine, winch, on the piHmg 
of the oiigiiinl bill in 1784, the condncl ot Minifleis unc 
quivocally diklaiined. That itfliould have attained a Itige 
lo advanced, was, as if a ftvei h.id obliterated every le.iie of 
its dinger horn the memory. The bill ot Mi. 1 ux, 1 r*- 
vioufly intiod’ired to then Lordfliips, hadtlein lo the woi'd 
with the gieueft induftry, moft mahcioully iniireprrlentf d, 
\ilely, bakly, and meanly traduced, bcciuie it openly and 
honeftly contVfled a dcljgs to tiansfei to otheis tlu ma lagc- 
inent of the Company’s ilfnrs. Immediately on the decla- 
ration of It, the nation w u .haimed; and the preient Mi- 
niftiy by then bitter oppoLti m to it at ilie lime, incitafed 
to a violent degiec the antipathy of the People, and dtcl utd 
the i’emedy piopofed wastooharfli and powerful for thedif- 
©rdet It aimed to cuie. "I hey then offered to adminifter 
palliatives milder, though equally eflScarious ipplieations ; 
which prefeription the India Company wtie then happy to 
take, but^ow find that it contaiivd all thofc deftruftivein- 

S redieots which fo llrongty offende d them in Mr. Fox’s bill. 

[is Lq|dlhip defined thoie contiolling and fkipermtending 
powers with which fw* Pittas bill inveils the Board of Con - 
troll and defied tht^ii^ho had attended mod to the letter and 
of the to|M>ititout any one inftance, by which the 

Boaid 
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3oard of Control could claim an originating fomt tbe 
revenues of the Company. The reafen why it wtt$, on that 
pointy fo explicit, was owing to a cafual omiffion in the 
bill; buty could it for a moment be conceived, that the point 
contended was fo very important, fo materially neceflary for 
both paities to have a clear underftanding of, that it cou(d 
not poflibly be confidered in that light. He read fome ex-» 
trads from the bill of 1784, tending to evince that the Board 
ot Contiol had not the power over the territorial revenues, 
which they fo unexpededly, and with fomuch precipitation, 
now claimed from the India Compaiiy, who were placed by 
the declaiatoiy ad in the lituation of a corps of Jefuits, com- 
manded by their Gencial the Board of Control, ^is Lord- 
ihij) ipokeofan ahfurd predicament the Court muft feel th^m- 
felves in by having been deluded into an opinion of their hav- 
ing a NglUy which the Board of Control, in fpite of them, 
piotended legally to pofTefs the right of exercifing. Hit 
Loidlhip, 111 the language of the poet, exclaimed iidij tncus 
JAc Jltmo f that the clodrine did not originate with him, but 
was now, though not formerly, declared by.HII Majefty’s 
Minutcis to be the* fair conftrudion of the original Iaw» 

Having taken a fliort compaiative review of the princi^es 
of Mr. k ox and Mr. Pitt\ India bills, he adverted to what 
he teiiTicd the fhaincful negledi and inattention of the naval 
dc'paitmeiit of the country, in leaving India, ever (ince the 
concluHon of the peace, fo totally barren of that prptedion 
which was U) politicaily cflential for its fafety and defence, 
at the I ite period ot alarm, when the country was threatened 
w jth hollilities. Had France afteJ otherwife than (he did 
w ith icgird to Holland, there were'in India four Dutch (hip$ 
of the line, and loine V rench frigates, that might have mate- 
iially annoyed the Companv’s commerce, before any Britifh 
naval force could have rcaclied the fettlements of the India r 
Company, His Lordfliip, after debating on this point, pro- 
ceeded to ftate the extraordinary latitude that would be given 
to the Board of Control, if the declaratory law pafled ; that 
they would be empowered to cat ry into execution arty feheme , 
of fortification which the Duke of Richmond, xrom bU 
know.i partiality to fuch projeAs, might choofe to recook'- 
mend. 

'I'he Lord Chancellor begged leave to remind the Hoofe of Jh* 
the ftate in which the queftton before them ftood, and to 
fuggeft the different ways in which thofe who objcdled to tbo 
principle of the bill, and others who wifbed it to be an enafk- 
ing, and not a. declaratory bill, ooght to Vbte. 

Lord CarVtJle obferved that, notwithftanding his noble Lord 
friend’s fpeech was replete With foond argument, Midiftors, 
he faw, meant to treat it with contemptuous filence ; and 

^ therefore 



ttiervfofe ht feit the litoeffity of adding foine farther argu 
ments to thole of Kii noble friend. He then went into a 
compartfon of the two India bilU, declaring that the bii! of 
1783 wai aftrong, inanly^ open mcafure, that truly depict- 
ed the chaiaftery underltandingy and he rt ol rs luthor, 
while that of 1784 proved that the right honmr^nle gentle- 
man had a veiy difl« rent foit of undtrll inding and litart, — 
Hu Loulfhip fpol* of tlie checks andgua iUcontiinid »n the 
latter cLiuIls of tlie declaratory bill, ohicrving, tint t lev 
v/ere all pi *(ptflivc ami not ietiofpc£li\e, ihty thtufoie did 
not diminifli ihc jiitronagf already pofltlLd I>) the l>oi d ot 
Contiol. He ridicuVd the iclta of a ^l caMing ri t 

foi ohit icle* and impedunents to Ins own incifnns, ind lu- 
ingy iliok ihould be confidcred a$ his f'lciuh who li »- 
gelU I the tn oft effe chid checics. Loi J CailiJcdk cl iic I tint 
itwnilv ftiang ft dtni. nd u|)on fiiendllnp fliat he nrhend 
©f, 'Hu check* 1 ift lew! by the MiniiLi’s fiicods wtu iiirre 
likely to I V. lilkcM 4 lu and ligatuics ( f I irl»tci weight ih 11 
haidm^nicii s ; Ln jk Id ethofe in the l>eg ^ii’s Opci i, wIulH 
lat as ealv at|j^a glo\t , id wnc hull a no gnitlt n in iif* 1 
be aftiani J to wc »», I ( id Cat! 11 n \t t L not cl 
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fitupLtloii of th C >in» offic 1 , \ h , if tins hiil \str* 
pafliedy wot Id fni tiumluUi in 1 lifuit on moil giMi ▼ 

10 military inen, tint of hci ^ Jegnlnl in th nnk whi i 
they held in the hisicc. ft hul h n f 11 U tint tw in 
conteniplat on to liU d th in kI i it Inp 1 1 wi 
though It w is t anoi naiy that no ip cdichinV ot i h t 
bad ^'^t been mcnrion-'d. 

*^1 he 1 i lot /i /\<;t r on^^ertd !nt(» t pin ) r i c i t' 
political clniaClci of Mi. I o\, and mxi pioi cd 1 f) h 
owp vindicatio i, foi ha\ing \i>ted foi sir. thus I ill, 
had till now ilways uniLift od that rs oh) w is only to 
contiol and ^up^^lntend the govenme-rn of tli risil inJ mi- 
litary concrens of the Company. lie w IS IK innul to d - 
claratory bills in generd, but he w i I t d al\ ^o\ nil the 
prdent billy aN it not only wnit hr \ond tlie trii mi iji r - 
tion of the a<ft which it piofcflld to i i dt r n irt x iiicn , hi i 
It contained new en.iv 5 ling c* alts, wh c ight iiev r to 1 c 
admitted in bills explanator} of formci law 

Loid piofeflcl InniicJf to bv. » dttrrm ned oppo- 

nent of arnealure to hoftik to ever) t cl ig whic 1 1 f poll d 
ed, in concuriing with Mmifteis in tlu act d 1784, wmJi 
thu bill pretended to explain. He aJuicd the Houic, that 
lofar horn conceiving that the a£l of 1784 gave inv Incli 
powcisto the Board of Control as it now pretendfd lh^^ it 
had donCf he was a fiiend to that meifuie, hdcajle (is h^ 
conceived) It left the power in the hands of the Company, 
and gave only a fopermi^ndcncy, and acuiuiol in certnu 

fp.ciCed 
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. fpecified inftances to tKe Board faf 
for his own particular feeling: is to the aft of lyiS^ 
given his hearty negative to the ad of ijSj, becaulfe it took 
from the Company their powers, and adumed an influence 
which he thought would have been dangerous to the Conrii- 
tution. He aflilled theprefent Minifters in their fuccefsfnl 
oppofition to that bill— he would have oppofeil the prefent 
^rlinifters with ecjual hoftility, if, fix, months afterwards, 
thoy hai introduced a hill which tended lo the fame thing, 
Now, hut not hct'ove, they had introduced fuch a bill; and 
hv.^ averred, that in truth there was no difference between th,e^ 
iVti jm of i78;j and that now obtruded on the Ihml’e, except 
ill liie inanlineTs of The proceeding. The one hill did chat 
Avirli openneiVand puhllcity, vv Inch this ftruggicwl for ohlif|uely 
niu! imder cover. He was*, fherctore, a deli rmin? d enemy 
to the ine.ji'uiej and he muff lay, at the fameliinf, as an of* 
ficci, tliat till c<uidiu‘l with reipcifl to tiie Indian army, and 
!o tlie c.oips now gome; out, was unjiillifiable. He tmlted, 
rliat wliatevcr Ufight be the iflue of the prefemt dilputc (tjjc 
of v\liic:!i, lu)vvcver, was too palpable) paints woiild be 
t ikvii to teconciic the aanv, and to prevciiT tlte jealoulics 
t: a» mull p'acc if the arrangement wa*. tiri changed* 
'J’hejHikc of Richmond fnd, that he, like a noble Vif* 
v\Iva fpokf early in the debate, was jjivuh.n ly circiim- 
flancev! on rl;r‘ ps f’-nt cjccafion, fincc he had nevei v<-r been 


Dili* 
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pleaivd witli anv of t!ie hills for the governincnl of India that 
yrl bi'cn lirot'glit into Parl:am*'ni, lie was diTpIcafed 
with all thofc!ienR‘s lhal hadijeen fug'reffcd, bcraule lie was 
ever ol opinion iliar tha management (>f iht* affairs of India 
V. as in the hrlt hands, when it refted wilh the Company 
thernleK I i,. lie h.id oppofed the hill ' in 178^, hecaoli? it 
completely and inftantaneouily violated the charter of the 
Company, and veffed the immerife power ariling from India 
in the hands of a ict of gentlemen appointed by P.iiliament, 
hut r)ot reiponlible, rliat he could find, eitlicv* to Parliament 
or the Crown. He oppofed the hill in 1784, becaufe it gave 
the power to anorluT fet of incn ap’point^-d by the Crown,* 
and which accordingly gave to the Crown an enormous ad- 
dition of power. "J'hat the bill of 1 784 did give to 4 lie Board 
of Control complete* authority, he was al^vavs of ^>pinioii— - 
he oppofed it becaufe it did fo-^but being of that opinion, he 
mull juffify rlie preferit bill, which, in his mind, was a true ^ 
declaration of the fa6t. 

He could not plead the argument of feme noble Lords for 
changing the ground they had taken in •the year 1784; hut 
confidermg this a fecond parr, or a tfonfirmation of , the ai 5 t ' 
of 1784, he muff perfevere in oppofmg that v/hicb he had 
originally thought wrong. But when it was argvxed that this 
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bin vm e^oal in povult of violence to that which was gene- 
rally called by the rtame of an honourable gentleman, bu 
near relation, but wbofeoameon that, or upon any nieafure, 
be would never uf^ it was certainly wrong. It would be 
equally true to fay that the part was equal to the whole, and 
the attempt of that fide to convince the Company that the 
bills were equal, was ridiculous. The bill of 1704 was de- 
clared to be neceflary, on account of the enoimous ahules 
committed by the DaeiStors, and under this Ipecious pretext 
much obloquy was, in his mind, uniufily thrown upon them* 
But what was now theconduik of that party ^ Thev went to 
the Dire£lors, and faid, ‘^Gentlemen, we have pioveJ that 
you have notorioufl) abulcd your truft— We ha\e treated 
you with the utraoll difreipe^^, and have endeavoured to 
** take from you evei y thing that jou pofltff d , but wt have 
failed, and now thtic are other peilons nibbling at you — 
** they certainly will undo you, if you do not throw your- 
fcivcs upon us for pioteciion.*' Such, he inngincd, was 
theioit of fpeech which perfons of tint Lnul mult mikc ii 
addicihnc; the Company on pu <cnt rnf iliiic, iiid 1 noble 
Vifcount, who was fond of Ipticlu , and who, in lin iknig, 
chofeto turn and di himleUto ihr bnr, pirticuKi*, wh n 
he talked about foitification, might mdn]';t himi II, il he 
pleated, in i peer he s of this loit i ut Iil confi Ihd, h)i his 
own part, he fiw the preLiit bill 111 i m c 1 Ids foiinidibL 
light than the bill of 178^ Pitruiwo^ a ccii nnly pl- 
iable from power ; but when h j iw hi i puns nktn to 
guard the patronage, and to*tie M mfi rs down agunll the 
impioper ufeof U — when he faw tint it was not to ht uhd 
otherwife than foi the ufe wh th it ought ilw avs to b uitd 
for— the good of tlu. Icivice, he could not view the mcifuic 
With the iame lealouh with which be looked on the othci ; 
and he could not, notmthllandmg the r dicule of a noble 
Earl, think lightly of the checks wluch the Mmiiler liad im- 
paled on his own condud, 

hwd hovd Stormont retoihd on the Duke of Richmond, who 
tMmont, hefaid, the Mailer Gcnei ilof 0 »d^i as well as of Ord- 
nance, but who, with all Ks* knowledgt, had been miftaken, 
fince hiscondu6l had not been difordeily. His Lordfiiip re- 
fumed tliat part of his argument rj^fpeSing tiie negledl of the 
defence of theEail Indies by fea, and declared tnat firce Sir 
Edwaid Hughes left that quarter of the globe, we had not 
had any (hips of war there, fo that if an enemy thought 
proper, all the trade of India miglit be captured as it came 
out of the mouth qf the Ganges* 

I-ord Lord Heiue anfwered that the protedion of the diilant fet- 
|io«c. tlements inuft he attended to in the diilribution of our foice, 
111 proportion to tlieir importance and the danger of an at- 

tack« 
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tack. The Weft-India iflands confecjiiently claimed a ptefe* 

Fence. With regard to the Eaftindies, it any noble Lord 
would make a charge ;igainft him on tliat fcore, he would 
meet it lairly, fmee he well knew he was tefponfible, and 
deeply relponlible, for fuch a diftribution of our naval force 
as ihould cover all our valuable poileiTions. 

Lord Sandwich laid, that the noble Vifeount's anfwer had Lora 
not gone iar enough. That it was no anfwer at all to fay the ‘"idu 
W eit* 1 iidia iflands claimed a preference. Surely we had ihips 
enow, to fpjre lome for India. This matter ought always 
to he attended to. It was of very great importance, as the 
counrry powers judged of our lirength by our naval force ; 
and h;.* luid often Ipoken ot the negUdk in private, and was 
gi ld to base an opportunity of taking notice of it in public, 
hecauf^ Ik* was perfuaded it ought to he attended to. 

1,0 role again, and defended his coiidud):, chal- 

J.ujgmg any noble Lord to bring a Ipecihc queftion upon the 
itilui oJ forward in that Houie, declaring he was^teady to meet 
i;, and tiut he liad the noble Eatfs own au^||||rity for his 
toiuiuvLt. 


l iie; Manjuis of Lanfdoivn^ cloflng the debate, faid that, 
iruV'pLiidLnr of the (|ucliions rcipcftiiig the juftlce of the ac- 
'jjiiilio is ni India towards the natives, and the rights of 
Comp:in\, Kdt undecided by fcvni acts of Parliament, 
but now viiLually ami haflily divided by the prefeiit bill, va* 
lio.is lundani'Mital qneltions occurred : As, firft, touching 
t'lc leil .nlvaiuage ot the jiolLlfions; fecnndly, how 'they 
n re to he adminjU'^red ; thinIJy, the like refpeffi ng the 
coninvrc*''; and how oui own conllitution might 

ftand luLcted. \Mit:n he was Secretary of State, in 1767 
and i/hS, incfe lul>jecfs were much difciifflid, but Were 
dfcined ioo iinportanl toi pei Ions of that time to decide. .Mi, 


Thr 

Mai juif of 
LanrrUiwii. 


\ .)\‘sl).ll in 1 703 tainly contained matter wdiich requin'd 
its being lent to a Comniittee ; and Mr. Pitt’s bill in 170’.^ 
V. as fuuDofed wilvdy to wave tlie cjueflion, on account of the 
l.i its the time, in J767, tlure was no propofal which 
Uni nui go tvi indemnity and reward the Company, and place 
it * . a i^ parale body between li.-is coujjtiy and foreigners, 
borli on mnv rcial .nid pohtnal .tccounls. 

At the pr*.'hnt uu^m-j/itj hla Loidlhip faid, his ajlomjh* 
was excited on vaiiuu;, accounts. 


He was to br.d a decifioii now haflily gone into 

bv thofe not d.ft.ngvnfhed by tlieir experience, however tfity 
rnictht be in ot'ner lefpedis. it was (be firfl duty of a Mini- ^ 
lUr to look to the profperiry and happinefs at Indian nations ; 
next, to t/ie territories and poiTeflions, and their protcdliou 
agiinll European and country powers; thirdly, to thedif- 
charge of the debts due to thofe who had enabled us to fup^ 
VoL. XXIV. ^ Rr port 
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port theftruggle; aikt then, and not before, to the itivefl'* 
ments. Thus the old proverb becomes now inverted, and, 
iiiftead of being juft before we become generous, we are firft 
generous; fecondly, political; thirdly, juft ; and iaflly, 
commercial. 

His Lordftiip HiicV he was afion^lhed the more, as we might 
now proceed on fa6ts and experience, and not as in 1767, 
upon fpeculation only. Accounts might be produced to Ihew 
at what the Indian balances have balanced ; the account of 
the laft eight years, for example, proving five hundred thou- 
fand |)ounds paid by the commerce to fupport the territories, 
over and above their produce. If any abufes exifted, it 
ftiould be ftiewn whether they were in the commercial part 
of the management ; and whether or not they are now re- 
medied, or will be To, by political management. 

He was farther and ftill more ajionljhui to find it infilled 
upon, that the principles of the prefent bill were contained 
in that of I78>4« This was to be refuted in various ways. — 
Firft, upofi<^jp|gative grounds; for example, the Lords dul 
not commit the bill ot 178:^, beenuib it was inexpedient in 
its principle; and yet the bill of 1784 was now maintained, 
as holding one and the fame principle. I'lie {larticulars of 
the two bills weie in fiivour of that of J7S3, wliirh propofed 
pailiamentary C’ommiffioners lor four years It would now 
beexpired; thoiiglihad it been longer, t ven liie employments 
were conftitutional. As to the Crown’s not appointing, or 
removing the Commiflioners at pleafure, this was not a fe- 
vious objeilion to thofc who had comphuiied fo lately and fo 
loudly, and it might be added, fojnftly, againft inlluence; 
fince after filteen >cais oppofition, and an unluccefsful war, 
the Public had only feen the Hoard of Green Cloth removeil. 
If the powder now propofed fhoald once be given, w-hat time 
and exertion tlien would not be called for to recover it ? If 
it w’as capable of eredling a fourth eJlate, and overturning 
the conftitution in fourth hands, how' much more capable 
of mifchief, it united in one of the three eftates, and that the 
Crown, there being eleven millions fterling per annum to 
adminiller, including the dilpofition of the landed eftalcs in 
India ? Tlie two bills difibred in anotlier refpect, as to com- 
merce; which was again in favour of the firft, provided it 
was intended to increafe our exports; for the commerce of 
the Company certainly required infpetStion, as their exports 
might be increafed, which are now only one quarter of their 
tonnage ; that we might not only have the prefept feveri 
thoufand tons em4^Ioved in Ihipping, but two thirds of the 
fifteen thoufand employed by foreigners. A comparifon of 
the two bills, however, though natural and reafonable to a 
certain degre^. was not the poriiainentary ftandard, but truth, 

juftictf, 
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juftice, and found policy ; and as therd was no ihfalltbiliry 
pretended to in the b’ll of experiment, it was right to look 
to the experience we had obtained iince 1783. HIs T.ordd^ip 
then proceeded to Hate, as negative proof, the records of the 
Conpany; which fliewed, that a claul'e, tantamount to the 
prefent bill, had been ilruck out on their lepiefentation ; as 
alio the evidence of Mr. Pultenev, a lawyer, a man of pro- 
perty, a Member of Parliament, and a witnefs, as might be 
leeri in his pampldct, wiitten at the time'. It was the natural 
artifice of olfice to invent pretexts, and ro a/fign a mt-aning 
to words, which did not originally belong to them; but it 
w*as too Machiavelian a policy for him to impute, tliat the 
words were originally intended as a lurking covci to the power 
now preiendfd to he fuinidcd upon them. And that the 
words did not bear the afi'umed conftriiclion, was clear; for 
the word nw;/rr, as Mr. Mansfield’s opinion ifated, could 
never have been omitted (as Mr. Scott’s opinion intimated) 
by 

His Lorddiip now went upon a pofitive line of argument 
againll the pnnciple of both hills. As to that before the 
Houfe, he ftated, that its prot'eflod objeiff was a grolt ahnle 
of power. 'I hc hill had a bad mUitary principle ; for our pre- 
fent policv of having many ofiiccrs and few men, was t*xj>Io(led 
tlirough Kuiope; liekig calculated only for patronage. Kveii 
the Prince of Oiaiige explodvd it, as a peace eftablifliment ; 
and it \v. is doubly culpable in India, where a war eflahlifli- 
ineiU is profelft'd; audit was doubly diihoneft to lilch patro- 
nage from the Company, at the Company’s expcnce. 'The 
bill was bad alio on o:conom'nal juinciples, as had been clearly 
proved l)\ a variety of calculations. It was alfo unjuji^ ic- 
fpeiSling the (.'ompany’s military officers, and the moll 
alarming confeijiieiices .vere to be ajiprehcndcJ from it. 

His Lordili^p next eenfured the bill, as covering principles 
ruinous in poiiK of policy and c'.njiituimu I' or example, it 
committed Government In the eyes of all Kiirope, and rilqvcd 
the CompanCs trade and creditors, and brought to mind Mr. 
Pultenev’s expreffions refpedfing Mr. Fox’s bill, '1 hat it 
would involve the perfonal intereft, or rather the pcrfonal 
power, of a formidable artftocracy m this kingdom, in the 
‘‘ prefervation of our Indian territories, at all hazards; 

which might be attended with the nioft ferious ronlecpien- 
“ CCS, and expofe this country, not only to certain bank- 
“ ruptcy, but to the being left, at a critical niomei-t, almoft 
defencelefs and open to invafion.” How much ft longer 
was this reafoning, when applied to thedfrown! In cafe of 
neceffity alfo, the Company could now no longer cede pofTef- 
fions, witliout including difhonour to the Crown or Nation. 
*Tbe bill gave like wife the whole power to the Crowm ; th^ 

R r a claufe$ 



^hufei being na checK, and onbf rendering corruption more 
ncceflary, and impeding execution, by producing confiifioii 
and diffidence. The Board of Control would obtain the in- 
fluence through the agency of the Court of Dire<ftors, and 
of the perfons in office abroad. What was called the ^urelle 
Allemande would foon be repeated ; for when the German 
Princes, who were empowered to levy troops, but not to 
levy taxes, wanted money, they began by railing troops, 
and the taxes followed, oo in the precedericy, lately eitab- 
liftiecl in the excife and cuftoms, in favour of a Commiffioner 
at each Board, it was not to be fuppofed that TreaCury re- 
commendations of individuals would berefufecl, by the Com- 
miffioner faying, that the places in thofe departments were 
only to he given in the way that fltould preferve the balance 
of the conftitution. In fhort, notoriety of a power exifting 
any where, was the beft check to its exercife. Parliament 
could be no check, for Parliament would itfelf be controlled 
by it; befides, Parliament was incompetent; it w'as a deity 
with two afpefts, carrying a cornucopia and bleffings to us 
at liome, and a Medufa’s head to all our dependencies. I'liera 
were various examples of this; Canada was one; a it ill 
greater was America, His Lordfiiip faid, many books w^ould 
he written about the cauies of the American war ; but he was 
pid enough to remember, th«at it w^as the Crown's policy to 
keep out of Parliament's hands, till it became unable to cope 
with the fpirit of liberty the Colon ills can ied out with them. 
Then came the unfortunate invention of a participation with 
I\uliament, which changed its owm nature, and, by a^ing 
>ipon monarebial and not democratic, upon executive and not 
V.gidative principles, loft her great pow'er as a clieck. But 
happily, for the conftitution at leaft, we loft America, as 
Pailiainent could not have adminiftered it, and it muft have 
deftroyed all balance in the conftitution. India was precifely 
in the fituation America would Itavc been in, had ftie been 
brought to unconditional fuhmiffion ; and the futility of par- 
liamentary checks could not, in the nature of things, be fo 
clearly expofed, as by what pafled, when the papers were 
refufed, refpedling the debts of the Nabob of Arcot, where 
the Company was deprived of 130, cool, per annum by the 
•Board of Control, and refpefting the tribute of the Rajah of 
T:\njore, w’herc it was deprived, contrary to promife, of 
T rc.ccol. per annum. In the former cafe, there was a grofs 
violation of the 37th fe£lion of 24th George III. and a col- 
Julive ftruggle countenanced between debtor and creditor, to 
the Company’s detriment. Tlie very allegation that Parlia- 
ment was blamelefs' of certain things in India, hecaufe it 
could not know them, fliewed how unfit fhe was to aft an^ 
exteiifive part; dirdufter fh<?had afted, (he was certainly un-* 

fit 



fit to fit in judgementt Parliaindut was only jk> ba. refisrvod 
to ad judicially. There was a farther objedion to be drawn 
from confidering to whom the power was given. It was 
giving ftieep to the lion; to candidates for political power, 
who had got up three fourths of the ladder, and only wanted 
this to get over the otlier fourth. Lord Clive lud laid, flefli 
and blood could not withfiand temptation in India; hut 
could it do (b any where? and was not power itill more diffi- 
cult to vvithlland than money? As to the c^.m^fn-nr of tlie 
Company, it mull he deilroyed, as being made luhordinate 
to what lefpecled tlie natives, to a war cilahlifiiment, and 
to political management. 

His Lordihip, in the conrfe of his fpeech, oliferved, that 
it was held al>lurd to fuppoie that th.‘ bill of 1784 did not 
bear tlie conArudion in queAion, as witliout this conAruc- 
tion, India would b? without a lyAtMU. But this wa-j beg- 
ging ihe cjiieAion, that thefyAem wasa proper ora complete 
one; bclid^s, irif'A things were jobbed or pieced up, and this 
net was notoiiniiily lb, to content parties. But was a nega- 
tive in the Jjio.iid of Control no power? Had tlie King no 
power ^ the hnvy Couned, under Poyning’s law, in Ireland, 
no power r the judges no power over private hills ? Was not 
a negative an impoirant piece in the whole game of ( lovern- 
ment ? It might he Ihewn a moA poweilul piinciple, and 
adapted to produce the g rente A good. 

Jt was fa id too, wAiat would become of India, Aiould tliC 
Company not excit itloltr He would afk, wliat wuiuld be- 
come of England, Aiould Pailiament fall alleep ? It 
clear, this aiguinent would go to give the King all power. 

It w'a«i allcdgtd, that tliele things could never be tried in 
WeAminlter H.ill ; it w’as too gieat a queAion : but did this 
go to prove that it fliould he carried through the Houfe, with- 
out any forms of Jaw^, or the cfiential ones of juAice; fuch 
as hearing of grievaiv;es on one fide, and the Board of Con- 
trol on tlie other; and feeing the papers he had alluded to, 
which fiiould not be taken gn any private teAimony, efjx;- 
ciallv as there was no need of any hurry ? Let a fhort bill 
be paffed to fend the four regiments, if wanted; give the of- 
ficers rmk, to prevent bad confequences ; and let all inert m 
good humour to difeufs the great queAion. One party might 
be very well content with the bill of 1784, which had given 
them four years government of the country, which they had 
little right to expecl; and (if they did not filch patronage, 
invade rights, and figure in generofily, at the expence of 
others) they were welcome, for him, to^twenty-four. On 
the other hand, the party of 1783 might be content; and 
confidering all, perhaps they fcarcely expeAed to fee tljem-* 
ifelves wliite-walhed as thflf were« It icrioufiy the in- 

* tereft 
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t«reft of all within «ad without our doors to reconcile, if 
pofTible, the moft difficult problem that ever occurred in the 
hiftory of any country; namely how two fuch iflands as 
Great Britain and Ireland fhould keep the Mogul empire de- 
pendent ; and what was Ihll more difficult, as well as mote 
iinporrant, do this without ruin 10 itleif, and without de- 
ftroying our nicely- balanced and happy conltitunon; and it 
well merited immediate, but cool deliberation, free from ul- 
lufion, and open to every information. 

Tuefday, iZ:h Marche 

The order of the day for the Houfe to refolve itfelf into a 
Committee of tlie whole Ilouft* on the bill for refolving 
any douht reipefting tlie pow’erof the controlling for the 
affairs of India,” having bren moved and read, Lml Ched- 
worth took his fc-at at tlir- table, and the ufual queftion hav- 
ing been put, “ that the confidetauon of the preamble be now 
poflponed,” 

L Liughborouyh rifing expreffocl opinio'^, that their 

I.oidlliips could nor, wirh any loit of propriety, pollpone 
the conlideration of the pre^nnMr to a drclar.nory bjli, he- 
caufe it was in the nature of the pieamhle of a l>ill of rliat de- 
feription to contnm the hafis of \vln)le of the fublequcnt 
claufes of ilie hill, and to propofe that quellion which the 
firft enafling clauie u-folved if the pieaml)le were unfounded, 
the whole of the bill muit gf comie be erroneous and irrela- 
tive; It wis theicfore indifpenfably neceffarv that the pieam- 
bte to a declaratory hill lliould be firil confidered, adjuiled, 
and determined, before the Committee proceeded to conhder 
the ein<5>ing dailies. 

Lnrd 1 he Lord (J^jncr/lcr ohfeivrd that he had ever underftood 
' Charicfilor. jt to hc the practice of the Houfe to poilpone tlie confidera- 
tion of the preamble of hills of every delcript'ion, till after 
they had difeuffed the enacting cl.iuies, in order that the pru- 
amhle might then hf rendrr(»J fuch as would befl lead to the 
claufes, and explain the generahprinciple of the bill; but if, 
on the prefent occafion, the noble and learned Lord wiilunl to 
confider the preamble preliminarily, be had no manner of ob- 
jedion to go into that confideration firft. 

This matter being adjufted, the preamble wns read at the 
table, after which Lord Loughborough remarked that if their 
Lordfliips would take the trouble to examine the preamble, 
they would find that an egregious inaccuracy had occurred, 
^ftcr the words, in the manner in the faid aft direfted,*' 
the words, And avhercas the Court of Direftors of the laid 
** Company is required by the feid aft to pay due obedience 
to, and to be governed and bound by, fuch orders and di- 
/eftions as the Cud Court fhaUnifrom tune to time receive 

from 
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from the faid Board touching the civil or military govern- 

ment and revenues of the fuid poileifions^’* were copied 
from theclofe of fcdlion eleven of tlie bill of the 24th of the 
King, the whole of which ie£l ion related merely to the means 
provided to the intent that the fiid Board in.iy be duly in- 
“ formed of all tranfactions of the faid Company, in leipedf 
‘‘ to the management of their concerns in tlie haft Indies,’' by 
giving tlum accels to all papers and munimeius oi the Com- 
pany, and requiring and dire6Hiig that the Court of J-)irec- 
tors lhall deliver to the Board copies of all minutes, orders, 
fic. Lord I.oughborough reatone. 1 upon this claufe, and 
urged the ahfolute necetfiry of an alteration and amendment, 
in the preamble of the bill, to leconciLe it to lenieHiid realon. 

He concluded with declaring, that if no other Peer would 
move an amendment, be would propofe to infert the whole of 
the eleventh ledion of the 24th of fieoige 111. in the pream- 
ble, which would necelfarily prove rather a prolix amendment. 

'J'he Lord Chancellor declared that he could not avoid un- TI»c J-oid 
derhanding both the preamble to the bill, and the words which 
jl adopted out of the 24th oi the preient King, very diffe- 
luiriy fiom the noble and learned Lord. He Hated what lie 
conceived to have been the origin and object of the inllitutioii 
of the Boaid of C'oritiol, the powers with which it was veiled 
in 1784, and iheextent of thofe powers, a« rt^cognized and 
declared by the pre fent bill. With regard to the words adopt- 
ed in the preamble of the bill then before the Committee, 
from the eleventii fedtion of the ai 5 t of 1784, thoie wordsap- 
peart d to him verv clear I v to give the powers that the pre- 
ient bill declared the Boaid to polfefs. He ihould thoicfore 
wifli the preamble to Hand as it did, without alteration ^or 
amendment. 

\.o\^ Lou rrJJj trough anfwercd that the noble and learned 
J.oid bad gone more at large than was neceifary, and conii- 
di rably fartb^ r than he would pretend to follow him, bccaub^ 
as helliouldthinlc It his duty, in another H age of thebill, togo 
moie ar length into a dilcuHion of the whole fubjedt, he dlS 
not wiih to trefpafs long upon the patijlnce of the Commit- 
tee. '] he noble and learned Lord, he obferved, had put a 
very dilh-rent conftrudlion upon the liill, to that which he 
conceived to belong to it; but he was willing to take it iu 
ti.at point of view. Even then, he faid, the preamble would 
beimperfedf, and therefore he ftiould advife the adopting a 
few explanatory words, declaring that doubts had been enter- 
tained of the Board of Contrors being empowered to origi- 
nan^ difpatches. • 

The Lord Chancellot' ftill objefled, affigning reafoiis to ^hc Loi« 
prove tliat as the preamble ran, it was clear and explicit, and ChamctJiwK 
that it ilood in of 00 amendment. 


Lord 
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Lora tord argued frdni the eleventh^ twelfth, and 

portchefler. thirteenth claufes of the aft of 1784 , to fupport hiss airertion, 
that the firft amendment fuggefted by Lord I/ 3 ughboroogh, 
vix. that of inferting the whole of the eleventh lection of 
the 24 th of the King, in the preamble of the prefent bill, 
UMs indiipenfably necelTary. He contended that tlie part or 
dole of the eleventh feftion of the aft of 1784 , adopted in 
the preamble, hac! a preamble of its own, in tlie act from 
• whence it was copied, and that its true meaning and import 
were falfitied by being feparated from its preamble and con- 
text He infiited that the J^oard of Control had no power of 
originating ddpatclies or orders ofanv kind whatfoever, but 
undei the thirteenth feftion of the bill of 17 84 , which gave 
them a power to prepaie and lend any orders or inftruftions 
to any nf the Eaft-lndia governments or prefidt-r.cies, when- 
ever tlie Court of Diitolors llioiild negleft to tranlmit to the 
faid Koaid their inieiufed difpatches, on any lubjed, within 
lourlccM (!av‘' iHl il-quciit to anv requifition. 

Loid // .a- ^v/Vv/rv combating this idea, fupported his cloc- 
hy a u-lt retice lo tliii var ous cLiviles ot tlie bill of 1784 , 
and fnid, that the iourie^nth ciaiilc, in his nniid, put the 
niattci bLVOiKl al! qiiclhon. riiat claufe gave liic Court oi 
iJiredorsa nphr ro‘npj»lv bv petition lo His Maielty in Coun- 
cil, wiienever the Boaid fhould fend any ordt i s or inllruc- 
tions to the Couit of l>ire 6 lors, winch, in the opinion ol the 
latter, Ihould n lare to points not connetHcd with the civil 
or militai y government and rtveiuies of the faid terriiorit s 
and |)oflt'flioiis in India. It was clear thiTefore, llnce an im- 
puted in terferenv-'e hi the ccmmeicial concerns of the Com- 
pany was the fiiigle defer ijni.-n of cale in winch ana[)jKal 10 
JHis Majrlly in Council was given the Court nt Oirofto]', 
tliat the r»oaid of Control was rdlrained in no otliur, \\ hen 
it was conlideinl that the Hoard of Commifeioners had been 


hiilituted for the exprcis purpofe of luj'^rintendance and con- 
trol over the affairs vf fuch inap^nitudc as the whole civil and 
military government of India, and the management of iis lo 
venues, it fnrely di4|Rot aj)|ica; conllftent v. ith the digrulv 
of a Board of that elevated lueiiie, lo h- deprived of the inoit 
efFeftual means of coniiol, and lo he fuppoleil not to have the 
power of fending out difpatclips tliemlelves, wlicnevev the 
Com t of Direftors ftould negleft to fubmit neceffary dif- 
parcbfs to their inipeftion, amendment and approbation. 

Xd. Loueh- Lord I $ugborough^ on the. contrary, infifted, that it was a 
lingular mode of laying down a rule of conftruftion in the 
expoficion ofean aft^af parliament, to plead the dignity of the 
Commiffioners, and to contend, tliat on the ground of dig- 
nity they a right to onler the Direftors to do as 

they pleafed. In fo abfuid a cafe a ConmM&oaer might thus 

addrefs 
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“ddrefs himfelf to the Direflors : •'By my dignity F order 
‘ you to ftMid fuch and fucli difparcht's,” juft as it had bctii 
laid eliewlieie, quia .lo fumy which was in the tiue cha- 
racter of the declaratory hill. In order ro fhew, that the :itt 
of 1784, as it had paif.d, did not give any power oiir.i' 
nating difparch.es, but under the rtlhic^iions llanai in ciaufe 
tliirte(?nj Lord l.nugliboruugh produced n written paper, and 
a copy of tlie bill of 1 7S45 as it flood before it wt er r-j tbc 
Committee. Ho ftated, that i: bnd been fiihmiitod to tho C'ourt 
of Direcloi s foi tlioir approbation, according to the* picvai!- 
mg piiiiciples of ihofo limos. '1 bo bill then contained a claufo, 
expieflly empowei ir.g the lloaid to originate difpatches wlien- 
e\er they thought piopi r. At rhiv the Directors took an alarm, 
and confulcnng it as a to»al aliumptioii ot thoii I 'ghts, con- 
teib*d againll it ; the claufo was in confei^uenco given up, and 
omitr- d in the Comm tree. In conclufiOii he dechueJ that, 
linco tho ihort amoiul n rit would not be received, be would 
rr, jvr tli<* li)ng atneiulnvent, which went lo the inter I ion ot 
the ^vliolc t!c\ entli claufc of the bill of 1784 m the pre- 
aml)!o. 

'I'/ie Loj J ohfcivod that h«* had prepared an ar- i-i.t 

guiiv nt againit thr quefi'on as lie und' rllood it Co ftanil, but CIu.JttiLr. 
It wns now chang!.d to .in''>ther quollo n J-le it fo. He would 
FIT ot il on Its own ground. I'he Chancellor lhen«rgued the 
jUf aiuhle as it and entered into a defence of Lord 

H.u\ kclbury tion the fort of attack \shicli had lieen made up- 
on linn. Il mi,dit, he fanl, iu.t the piirpr)fe of other noi>le 
peers to to lidirule, for lli^ pprpoftJ of dcccratir^g their 

o!)fcrv.irions; vet, as foi hifiifclf, he wifWed only lo convey 
a plain mL\mii! ; in plain words. Hi" near friend had not 
ufed the wold m the fenfe in which it )iad luvn al- 

lempied to he fallened upon him ; he had not talked ot t!ie 
CommifT-oncrs with a view to the perfonal pride of tlic- Ifoard, 
as a m re flaadow’, but with reference to the importance of 
the mltitution, and the magnitude of the objeCis hibiuiitcd 
to their management and Cv)ntroL The bill, he contended, 
clearly give them the powers of management, the words of 
their oatli fhewed their fuperior fi^nfeot the fiiperintcndence 
and control in which they weieto ad, and throughout every 
claufealmoft they were given powders, that proved wiiut was 
expeded at their hands, and which they could not poHibly ef- 
fect without having thofe powers which the declaratory bill 
ftaced to have been given to them. ith regard to the origi- 
nating claute which had been faid to have been omitted, what 
better way was there to prevent the adoption of all that grofs 
tautology that fretjuently efcaped in the drawing of a hill, 
than to omit a claufe, the end of which was anfwered by 
another claufe. 

VoL. XXIV. S s Lord 
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report, quoted oti^f^alioiis in another place and ftated, that 
a Icayitid Cjentleoian had endeavoured to confine the argu- 
iTient on a narrow ground, but that another Gentleman, high 
in rank and ilacion, but ftill more difiingui(hed by his talents, 
had flood up diredlly, and faid, No, let not the argument 
be fo narrowed; lor all who think char the prefent is not 
a faichfiil explanation of thtbill of 1784, this is their place 
to make their ftand, they cannot vote for it.” This (I^ord 
StonneiU added,) was open, manly condutSled; but it was 
different giound from that wlilch was made ^the ground of 
detV.ncc of the bill iu that Houfe. 


'T!»c Lf>rJ The L'jrd Chanerthr urged tl>e impropriety of fuch refer- 
jfuiitdlor. what had pafT^d ellcwhcre, declaring, that if the 

parties quoted batl an opportunity of anfwering, in all pro- 
bability tfiey would deny, that the rt'port of what they had 
laid was even pearly accurate in terms. 

At knglh, after farther converfation, thequeftion \va^ put, 
and the Committee divided. 

Contents 24, Not Contents 45, 

The Committee then proceeded vviih the enading clviufe?, 
and X^ord Radnor moved to leave out the woids “ and de- 


** dared;” flating that he had voted for the fonuer bi l, but 
dldfnot, at tlw time, conceive it contained any fuch powers 
as the prefent bill declared it did; therefore he could not vor.' 
tor the woids ‘‘ and declared,” nor could nioie than one noble 
Lord, iu his opinion, vote for them. 

‘^I'he quell ion being put, the Committee devided, 

Contents (that woids Hand part of the bill) . - 2; 

Not Contents - ..... 4fi 


'['he words Zfwrijpraw foyces^ in the fecond enafling daule, 
were combated by^ Earl Fit/.wi Ilium, Earl Stanhope, Lord 
A'ifeount Stormont, Lord Loughborough, and Lord Port- 
cheller, on the ground that it might be luppofed to convey a 
power of enabling the Board of Control to keep aiiv num- 
ber of fublidiary troops in India, without the conft nt of 
Parliament; the Hanoverian regiments were Jikewife drawn 
into the Converfation, as they had been before in the other 
Houfe of Parliament. 


Lord W.iirigham, Lord Hawkelbury and Lord Sydney gave 
the necelTary information that tlie Hanoverian regiments, 
were conttadled for by the Company under a treaty with 
I !is Majelly, In his capacity asEl^or of Hanover, and had 
no reference to rlie Britifli Army. 

* Earl FitzwUliam moved tp change the words ‘‘European 
Iiu-v\ ih.un ft)rces** tt ** Brtti/h The ameodmeni was nega- 
tived without a divifton. 


i 


Each 





Each daufe clalle^^itii^ and re- 

mark, and after they bad been gone thtou^b; and 

Lord L'M^hhormib propofed jbe (ame additional claiife 
that had been propoibd by way of Nider after tlic third read* 
ing by Mr. Sheridan, 

I'he claufe was iupported bv Lonl Stanhope and Loul 
Fitzwjlliami ^nd ppofed by Lord \V'alfingham» Lord Sydney, 
the Earl of Coventiy, and the Lord Clmncelfor. 

At length it was withdrawn by Lord Loughhoroo"li, who 
faid, he would move it after the third readinij:, hy way ot 
Rider- j 

The Haufe atljouriud. 


IVcdnifdas'y iCjtb of March. 

VifeourU Sttarmoniy now rifing, faid that, as he perceived a 
noble Secretary of State (the MarquU of Cainiatthcn) in Ins 
place, he would take tliat oppoi-tunity, before the important 
debate of tiie day came on, of putting a ijueftion to him, on 
a fubjefl ot great confequence, and which was, in is min«l, 
highly necefl'ary to be anlwcred previous to their adjournment 
for the receds. Their Lordih'ips would recolkctf^ihat^ early 
in the feihon, when the ftej)S taken by Government on ac- 
count of the alarming ftate af affairs in Europe bad been uiulqf 
difeuffton, and Miniilers had acquired much praikspid popu- 
larity for their meaiures, he had alluded to the armathenr of 
the court of Spain, (the other branch of the Houfe of Bourbon) 
He had heard tliat fince matters hod takeji a favourable turn, 
and the profiKcl of permanent peace had been brought in view, 
Spain had (lii I continued Coarm; titetfoeflign he begged to put 
therefore to the noble Secretary of Slate was this, was Spain at 
tM moment completely dtfarmed? 

Lord OJborne (Marquis ol Carmartlien} oi^ferved that he 
knew not whether he ihould he able to give luch an anfiavr 
to tile Queftion, astni^ht prove perfeiflly fatisfadory to the 
noble vifeount, but, he would informed him, that the fulleh 
alTurances had been recently received from the court ot Madrid, 
thit Hie had not arnied with any the moft diftant intention of 
diflurbing the tranquillity of Euro|>e, and tliac there was pot 
the fmallcA rcafon lor this country to dr^ad any dauger whet* 
ever on the occafton. 

Lord Si$r^nmi contended that it was impolitic and danger- 
ous for (jreat Brittan to remain ateafe upon the fuhjed, after 
having completely diformed in conCequenre of tlie agreement 
between Great Brician and France to iliiarm, while a branch 
of the Houfe of Bourbon, under the immediate influence of 
France, was arming, and hod been arming for fome time^paft. 
Miniflers (lie declared) ought no| to fuffir foeb a circuinfUnce^ 
fuucb lefs to rclk figure upon the aUTarances of frifmdiy in- 
teotiom on tlie pari of the court armirg. He had bred 
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In orh'?r principlei, and he had accidentally had the good for- 
tune to be the inftruinent of fuccels in confequence of purfuing 
a (I fR-r- iu line of conduft fome years fince. When he faid, 
In h * i 'h -en the inftru^nent, he meant not to affume the merit 
h) liiaiLdt; he claimed none hut that which arofe ftom the 
a^t nvi that Ik had p«i»d to the inftrutftions lent him, and 
which wir the inllrudlions of a wile and politic cabinet. 'I'o 
that vvifdom and that p d.cy, added to the exv-i tions (»f a noble 
friend, :\i li.at tunc at the head ui the Admiralty, ax^rrions which 
did that ru)l)le tarl tiie highell honour, as they uere, perhaps, 
uneqijalhd in the aiin.ilsot any period, tiie lureHs of the con- 
duv^t ptnlur-i was wholly afcril)eahic. l o the profeirions 
tlie court ( f Madrid, he was P-ady to impute as much finct n- 
ly as TO the proftlfioiis of anv court of Lumpe. but he 
really b.ln vud, and knew from experience, that no court what- 
ever wa b to hr relied upon too ‘inplicilly. At the period to 
winch he fiad ailmbd, no prrdt fuon could Irave been ino:e 
f;i. ndly, no aflli ranees more un.‘“ah|r, no langua^'t' mc.r« ci»il 
and flattering, tiun that win h was then hold- n. Kut, 
lb'* Mhiifitrs of ilut (iav wer< t«>o wile ami too vgila'it to he 
deluvit\i by ptof iTions ilonc. *1 hey (aw rault* to arm and pie- 
parc, and by ad'tmg upon that raufe, with fjurit and cneigy, 
they prolonged p(r4ce, and rrnieftd a mnune uniKcefl n y. 
V/i.ile he w.»r, ahjoad, acting in the capiciiy of Amhail’idoi' 
and Miuiiler, there had been fcv^rMl diil’irenr Ncretaries of 
State; and lu* mult (h> them all ihe judice to fay, that every 
one of then difpatches was groundtHl uj)on ?he fame principles 
of policy to which he bad alluded, Minilleis ought now 
to acl in the like manner, hccaulc the poflihle conitquenccs 
might he hiplily prpiud.Lla! to this couiitry. I 'rance h.id late- 
ly lent out two line ot battle Ihips to the Well Indies, con- 
tKiiy to liipuhyioii; two more Ihips of the hno were i.r w 
going to iI'jc WcA Iruiies. Jnd ed, it was fai(l, tin.* ohji cl < i 
the two iuii was to recall and bncl home the two funner, but 
when llh v /hould arrive in the Weft fndies, there would at 
that tinre hv. four I nnch lino of h.iitle fhips in thole U.is, 
where wo had no line of battle fliiji to oppole them in c.ife of 
any thing hoHde on the part of br.mce. It was alio well 
known that France was preparing to fend fix flhpsof the Imc 
to parade in the Mediterranean; ihofe flrips might there he 
jo lied by the whole fleet ot Spam, and we Md not at the time 
a Tingle man of war ready tor Tea. Satis^aSion ought to be 
gi\en to that Houfe and to the Puidi: rcfpefling ifjem; but if 
liis Majeily s Mimllcrs were of ifpinion that anv ’ll coTjfe- 
ijiit nces could aide from their giving an explicit nnlv\f r upon 
liie fuhjeft, he would be the !aft man to pr^ is for fneh an 
aniwer; lie had every rrafon to believe, however, that no ill 
cvnb^uence cOuldpofTibly arife. 


Ihe 
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^ he order of the day for the third reading of the Declan* 
tory bill having been read, and the qneilion put, that this 

bill do pafs,” 

I'he Earl of faid, he had not been in Parliament 
when the bill of 1783 was in agitation, he therefore could more Hopctoiaa, 
freely give his opinion of that of 1784. That the Boird of 
Control had Iwen unifonnly of opinion, that they had the 
powers over the revenues of the territorial pofTeHioni in India, 
which the hill now declared them to have, was evident horn 
one of their firft afls in April 1785, whithin a fcw inomhs of 
their inllitution having taken place. His Loid/hip here read 
the minute of their proceedings in fending out orders to Cal- 
cutta, that w'liile there was a rupee in the Company’s treafury 
there, the foldier mull be paid, and that the difcharge of the ^ 
pay of the at my inuft precede all other coniidoratlons. Ho 
r(*afoned upon this fact, and after ftating that he fpoke in 
tli.ir fort ofchara 5 >rr, which, in the other Houle, was termed 
a country gentleman, adduced other arguments, in fupport 
of Ins decided opinion that ihe lioard always Itad, and ought to 
hav»^ a power over the revenues ot India. He therefore faid 
hv“ iiinuld vote for the hiil. « 

1 Iv' Marl ot iifing next, fpokc as follows: 

My Lords, 

W'lien I g.ive my aflent to the of which this bill is 
now (leclaratorv, ( then llated to your Lordthipsmy reafons 
for doing lo, and having fince had no occafion whatever to 
alter my opinion, but, on the contrary, to be more fixed and 
confirmed then in, my alilnt (without troubling your Lord- 
fii«ps with any repetition of my arguments) will, as of courle, 
go along witii an*d follow this bill. 'Ww, my J^ords, Ihoiild 
1 have aiifcn at all, was it not merely to exprels my furprilc at 
the neceflitv which teems to have anfen for the bill that is 
now brought before your Lordfhips ; and to look from noble 
J.ords w ho ate (not like raylelf) in the fecret and intrigue of 
this buliiufs, tor fome explanation on this head. 

When ihe a6f, of wiiich this hill as declaratory, paflJ-d, I 
did conceive that if it were not in formation, it wr-s in adop- 
tion, the very child of the Kaft-India Company: that upon 
the difinherifoti of another hill winch had fought not only fuh. 
vcriion to their exiflcnce, but acTtual ruin and ddlru(5lioil to 
the very conlUtution of ihe country, that act taken and 
confidered by them, as wtil as by the country at larg % at the 
grand rdiorative of both. 

And yet, my Lords we now find this very Faft-lndia Com- 
pinv fo managed into inconfiflency with ihemlcIvaF. as to he 
rea<ly to pul! down tliat very golden cal^ which ll.cy them- 
fcL cs had created for their own worfliip. And how fhall we 

account 
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account for this } ifai thf Devil got into the herd of Twine? 
Or it it Tome fowef^i^ tarei'that !• gone forth to diifeminste 
and to fcacier the feeds of civil difcord in the (later Or is it, 
that Tome great political general, putting himfelf at the head 
of a fcoutmg party t)f his own, is fo tnanaeuvring lietwcen the 
two grand armies of the Whrgs and Toric$» as to be ready to 
join either whenever the flrongeft of the two (hall afford him 
the opportunity of doing fo? Is this the cafe, nay Lords? I 
fear it is; and would therefore wifh to awaken your Lordfhips' 
attention to the plan as well as progrefs of titefa movements. 
For myfelf, 1 am no fpjr, I leave that meannefs to greater men 
than I am; but, like other [>e6ple, I may have an eye out 
upon this occafion : and the time may come, my Lords, when 
my diicoveries will not be kept a fccret from your Lordihips« 
For the prefent, however, I hare done. 
hnrA Lord Pcrtche/ffT renewed his reafoning of the preceding 
ymtchdlrr. day in the Committee, u|>on the ful'jeA of the preamble, and 
moved to infert the iith fedlion of the a6l of 1784, after tho 
fecond word* in the preamble of the bill. 

The queftion was put upon it and negatived. 

EtrJ E^lrl Sianheff then roov^ to leave out the words Provide^ 
Jrantiops. at tho bommencemeftt of the feeond claufe, contending 

that It was an error in pot^t of formi and ablolute nonfeiiTc fa 
to mtroduce a pofitile enabling cLufe* 

ri'he queftioo being put upon the amendment, it was nega^ 
tived. 

The Earl then moved another amendment in the fame 
claufe, viz. a whole fentence to be introduced after the word 
cj] fo as to limit and fix tte whole aggregate njsmber of King’s 
troops and Company ^KfoopSi to twenty thoubnd two hun-* 
dred and forty^five. 

Thequefiton was nut on this amendment, and negatived. 
W After the bill liad been read, JLwd rofe ta 

move the rider, which h!B introduced, by explaining at length, 
that when the Company*# Charter (hould eypire, and they 
ihould IK) b'ngrr hold an exclufive monopoly of trade, they 
would be in poiK (fioii of a very confiderable private eftate in 
lndia,» over which the Board of Commiffioners ought not to 
Ijiive any control whatever, any more than over their com- 
merce,. The Iflnnd of Bombay {be obferved) was indifputa- 
bly the Company’s property, by virtue of a grant from the 
Crown. Confiderable lands round Calcutta, were aJfo theirs 
by virtue of grants from different native Ptinces of India. 
7 he\ iikewife held lands about Madras, the annual revenue 
aiiling f r;. \v!/ih had b;’en flated by Governor Holwell to 
ajuourv. in ^'O.ncr; ;^year. Thtfe wrre .*1* matters of private 
propettv iiKfejieiubnt of thofc tcrritcrsal ur^uifitions ovff 
Wbicl', ijity ewcilcd f^v^ieignty. lu thtir private property 
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ill India, at well as in their private tra^e, they ought to be 
left quiett and undifturbed by the Board of Control, againft 
wliom they, in fad, had a right to fliut their booksi, as all other 
private merchants had an undoubted right to ihut their books 
againft the infiiedion of any perfon whatever, lo concluiion^ 
Lord Loughborough declared that he was aftonifhed, that 
fuch a claufe, as that he was then moving, had not been in* 
felted in the bill of 1784, as that was the ftueft moment for 
its introdudion. 



T'hc Earl of having obferveJ, that the nature of E»rUf 

ttte title to the territorial acquifitions of the Company, in« Cuveutry, 
volved matters to be hereafter decided upon, added, that with 
regard to the two hills of 1783, and 1784, no two nieafures 
could, in his mind, be moredtftinfl and difterent; but, as to 
any rivalftiip between (he authors of the faid bills, he did not 
think the fubjei^ a neceffary point for Ills difcuflioiu He 
li'gijly refpeded and admired them both, as men pofteiiing the 
molt tr.mfcendent abilities that aver he had witnefled or heard 


of, fince he came into the world. He, notwithftanding, felt 
liimlelf jullifird in voting in favour of the declaratory hill. 

Lord Hawkcjl)uty contended that it was extremely improper 
to admit a Rider to a declaratory hill. Parliament lias always Havvkff* 
been exceedingly cautious in admitting fuch claul'es to be an-* ^V^i*** 
nexed to hi)h of that nature, becaufe every claufe of a declar* 
atory bill ought not toiie p.ifled on a fudden, but ought to go 
through that difcuflion, which could only be the cafe where 
the claufes paiTed through as piany ftages for confideratiori 
as the bill jifelf The prefent Rider was doubly objeflion* 
able, as it referred to another bill 1781, as well as 

to that under difFcufllon. With regard to the pofleflions of 
the Eaft-lndia Company that would remain to them in India, 
after their monopoly ftiuutd ceafe, it was not clear, as yet, 
whetlur they cpuld hold anyi except what they poftefTtd by 
royal grants. I'he Ifljnd of Bombay fell evidently under that 
defci iption; but it would be fooii enough to inquire what elfe 
did of right belong to them, when the time ihould arrive of 
ilpculmg that quellion, which could not at any rate take place 
till the year 179I5 and might beat a much later period, it 
depending folely upon the time when they fliould no longer 
have a chartei, or be peniiitied to hold terriioiial poileifians, 
and exercife Ibvereignty over them. 

Lord Lougbhrou^h his furprife at the noble Lord^s i^.x.otfgh- 

having objecled to this claufe on the ground, that tlic Houfe 
ought to have a fuller opportunity of di (cuffing and deliberat- 
ing upon every claufe of a declaratory bill, than they could 
dp upon a Rider. “ Surely the noble Peer (added Lord 

Loughborough) was not in the Houfe ihc preceding evening, 

** when I offered the claufe to the Committee, in order to give 

(he 
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the Houfe the beft and moft fit opportunity of difcuflion, 
when it was objected againft, and 1 was reduced to the 
ncceffity of moving it -as a Rider on the third reading of 
the bill !’* His Lordfhip having fiated this, refumed his 
former argument, and mentioned the circumftance of tlie 
regiments not having been infpeftcd by a general officer and 
furgeon on Friday laft, when the hill had paflcd in the Com- 
mons. He afked, were they infpefled as yet, and had ilrty 
been yet completed? Was it intended to fend c't mere 
fkeletons of regiments, (above one thoufand men deficient 
the intended number of the 2860) to India? 
lnr<J Lord Sydney anfwered that three of the regiments had been 
Sydney. Jnfpefted by the J[nfpe< 5 ling (iener.il, and by a gentleman of 
great experience in that line of the profellion, (the Oeputv In- 
IjK'ftor General) and the deficieners upon the whole z86o 
were about looo men, hut, only three of the reglmetits were 
meant to l>e lent to India by the piefeiit flxips. I he fourth 
regiment was to remain at home till completed. 

L* Tionj*! Lord L^Uf^hlfOrough thanked the noi>lc Lord for his very 
bovough. explicit anfwer, and proceeded to urge fr- ther arguments ui 
proof that care ought to be taken to guard ngaunll llic polii- 
Lility of the interference of thePcsui of Coiniol With the 
concerns of tlie Company, as rliey had mterft'red with the 
commercial concerns already, contrary to Jaw, 

Lnrd Lord IVaifinyrham anfwered, in explaiiation, that the fa£l 
in quefiion, relative to their altered a commercial dif- 

patch, was that intended to he lijnt through the medium r^f the 
Secret Committee, to purchafe 15000 pounds worth of cotton 
for their China trader*'‘Thc cotton trade had been fufi'cicd to 
fall into the hands of the free merchants, and the Company’s 
frrvants, on thtir own account. The difpatcii having hern 
fentto the Board, they ohferved.init tlicfe words: “Cotton- 
makers arc under your contred.” Now there was no fiich 
thing ns a Cotton-makcr, the correff expreffion w.-s a Cot- 
ton-grower; and in the fame difpatcii th.c* diilridl in which the 
cotton was grown, was confidcred and treated as part of the 
ConTp.iny’s territories; whereas t!ic tael was thit by the late 
tieaty of peace it was ceded frv'>m out of their hands, part of 
iltoScindii, and part to the Mahrattas. The hoard had,, 
therefore, done no more than correff the errois of the dif- 
patch, but had not originated the mcafare, nor iiad any other 
ihare in it hrfides making the alterations he had meiuloned, 
and poltini: tht ’r fignaturvs and fcals to it. 
l it. Longh Lord L'.uyrhhrougk rcdicuied the fuperior know hdge in mer- 
toiough. cantiie flyie which the Board of Control poffiffid over a ftw 
private merchants* in Leadenhall-fireet. and faid, in fuch 
terms as thefe, per' la% m hejutf aJi'l ed, tjs per int oLw and a 
variety of others equally important, they undoubtedly liai no 
equals. Lord Loughborough, then moved Ids claufe. 


The 



The qoefliwi wa$ put npe^jt tAld OCgtttNnild' 

1 be oueftion, •* T hat this hill do paf^" «r9f iImW |KI^ Ijr 
the Lord Chancellor, and then theniaui ddKrinq|n th 4 f^ai> 
ciple of the bill, anu the whole conCderaUtMl ct tho fiAje^ 
commenced ts f dlows, <» 

Vifcounr fm } \ liv^eied, in expUnaitton# that althoiq^ 
hedeclind his i nt menis on the preftnt mearurti he ce||f4 
iTot liWyrirouJJin^ thf- r Lordfhips with a few additioiiat 
ltr\ itioiwq if It with which he would not take np muchof thi^t 
tn ^ He Ind ilrt uh het n unfortunate enough to ftate iboNi 
oouhts on inot)i( r lul ]< to which thofMo whom tbejrWefo 
more in mei tcK i hit til d had not vouchfafed to g»vo any 
aiiiwer 1 lit Itcn i\ uid iilcnce enjoined by Pythttorali hnd 
l»fen ilriiftiv ohitrs d—w 1 o ihc P> thagorai of the c&y might 
ht he d d n t know . 11 rc inin k \ their I^ordihlpt that they 

were nf)w 1^01 nj. to^ settj iht ik ltd of Control that power ai'd 
autlioi tv o^er tht itintornl itv<i uis, over the whoie affairs 
of the t ill-luhi Company, civil, nislitiryi end pohiKal, 
whicii they hid y 17S5 n fui d to give to anothcl^ Board. 
'This would con\ii\e tlu uoild thu thtir ohje&joo had not 
been to meaiurrs, hu^o mtn. 

It was 1 mov kry th*MLny that they had the patronage 
diredtly win h they e^e rcilSd. cucuitouflVt and to lay tliat 
th-y hid no the power of apf^nting themfelveSf when they 
exetcifed th it of putting a iiega^r on the appouitments of the 
Direi^tors Wli it had thty laJ to a perion foappointed^ U 
•« a voyige to Indi 1 be neceilary to your health, or defirable for 
** \oui pleifure, we will not, Ve^^not ohjc& Cp it* Gooa 
“ board, fail for India, and w|p will a<iu 'tie your \oyagc thither 
the benefit, or tiie pleaOirJ^of a voyage back again; for, at 
“ foonjs you arrive, ue i>iiflrrecatl you,” IF thit was not pa* 
troingc, what name would tieir Lordihips pleafe ta give it? 

Vilcouiu Stormont now oAedf that he had goodOPtbority 
for declaring chats coinpa£l nad been made tn 1784, lietweeii 
the MiniAer and the Company , that a paper to that effe£l had 
been drawn up, to which the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
the perfon who adted as agent for the Company, had fet their 
hands and fcals. He believed that this paper was Aill in ex- 
I Aence. He declared as a man of honour that he knew not tti 
contents, but he appealed to their JLordflnps if tt w.is nor fair 
to atgue, that where two parties met^ whether Kings or 
private perfons, unlefs the one could hoM a dagger^to the 
bieaA ot tBb other, the fobAance of their ^reeinenc could not 
lea total derehdion of the nghu of oneofthetn without any 
equivalent 1 he Company, therefore, if they were deprived 
of their lights, muA have b^n imptoft’d U{fon, muft have been 
deceived, for it was not to be foppoM that they would tmnely 
V eld up 111 1784 what they had iuco^fiiHv defended id 1783* 
>«i.XXIV. Ft VlW, 


VlfiWttllt ^ 
Sioriiigot^ 



A. 1788. 

YeMhia sr£a*|Mfitft;^£l of n political charaSer ofunfjxjlttd 
' purft’y; a pcrfbn onpraflifcd in deceit, uiihacknf*yeil tn ilit? 

ways of txitn Political virtu('s lil«' (>rlK-r viriu.'ts, pro- 
greflive in thoirnature. If fuch Ind tli- firil 
the bud^ ihe firft flower of the Idi ij iii viln not be 

cxpeflcd firOm the maturity oi li ^ W'lur^ 

were now the aigume.its that had ‘ f' m tjji; * 'rd to 'b- rinii.< r 
of the former bill? On what ii»ouMd‘. d \ lu r m ot 
pfefent fyftem come forward 10 i 

vety powers which they had impni. ,1 to l.'m .-.s .1 ^ . d'.s 
alk? Was it hccaufe they dr^-adcil ti> ir'v d r-aiiU..!. i- ' t 
abilities, hecaufe he flood in ilic wjv <if r’,. •: fn\n ;)n ’• i -m, 
and iiiuft be mnoved at any lau ' IK- u .!*.d i;.. i- h. t 
wa> now e^cpbiiied, to goiihiojd into the \\o*it!, a'ld to [>2 
fully Unclerflood hy thclc vvho hat! i K> -uKh alam«--d anvl 


fo much ofl". tided 1)y tht‘ < 

['tlu-r 


'Du- IhiMu; jni'j 

lit hi I), lirii 

for a moment, but thcie 

w as 

Hi 
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hr ;i t.rjd f 1 

good ftnfe, that wlien n 
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come, and their propriety or^>/liptopi itty be iiltinu.tcly appie- 
cUted, He agreed with a f/oble Matepn*: {*'* L.mdfdtnMj) in 
many of the obje6>ions hd'had made to the b.li, and laid the 
noble Marquis had lent it reeling to the houle of lncurabIe^’, 
and given it a wound which i^'w'ould never recover. 

FavI Karl (Lorj^-^reu^ent of the Council) and Lord 

Camden, Walfmgham refe togSier, bii** the lattci gave way immrdi- 
■ ately, when the former obfer^^d* that, lie would not have 
oppofed himfelf to his noble frieVid for a fingle inonrent in a 
. coiUcft for a precedency, wer^* it not tliat lie wiflr^d to Iprak 
thus early, from a fear that Ivs health would not cn.»hl': him 
to deliver his lenliments if lie*ftaid out the whoje of the de- 
bate. He had been in Ireland in the Ibfllon of 1784, when 
the ai^th of the prefent King pafled ; to all the airccdot^ Ji, lit- 
tle tales, And fecret hiflorics of what had htert either intend- 
ed, or was actually faid or done, eitlnjr in the Houfe of Com- 
mons or in that Kpufe, upon the fuhjeil, at the time, he 
was, therefore, ncceflarily an entire ftranger, and gf couite 
cotlikl nor, it he were fo inclined, mix any luch allufions with 
wbat he had to fay to their Lordfliips on tlie ofcafion. He 
wiflted to call their attention to the dry queftion of con- 
UrdjiRon, merely to the extK>ricion of the ftature cf 1784- 
A noble and leanted Ibard had on the preceding Monday laid 
it down as the fit rule of conflrudiowof an a£l of parliament, 
tha^ the fpirtt and general purview of the a£t, and the mf.an- 
i^pf its particular claufes, mull be looked to; and it was to 
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this rule of conftruilion rnifl ’ 

to adimt tliat it was thu tru<^ a^d >prtl; titte of 
ads of p.:ili.uneiir, 'I'hat ruje l|c meant to fol^w in 
(It ring ihe ad of 1784, \^hkh iic had mid agaiii and agatiit 
and lie would aigucfrotn it clofely, having no douht but that 
Ivj llioulJ hr^ able to prove beyond all contradidion, that the 
dccLiuirory bill gave the f ue expofition of the aft of 1784* 
aiui tluu ii Could iiot h^ve been inteovied to have been otlier- 
r. o': His Lonlfl:ip began with calling thq at- 

tt nuon tlio 6th fvdion of the hill, in wliifh 

it is ‘‘ liua tlie l^oard of Con rol fliall be fully au- 

.'iiui iniprAsered, fioni tinu- to time, to fuperin- 
“ ti'iui, and contr )1 ail acts, operations and coficcins,. 

uiiich in my WiU' hdau* to civil or inihrary govern- 
“ mom or re\ v-ruirs, oftlje lh*:ti!h KTritorial poirflTions in 
**■ iho Kali 1 lo wifh.^d their LordlliipS always to 

ixccp in im.al tht- word he was aware iliat the tdaule 

tnded tii'‘\^ord^, In thr manner hetcin a fur defer ih:d\ 

tlj.it ho mea*'.t to go into afterwards, bur for a moment let 
tholr woidb bi: foig‘,>^ion and put out of the c|ueftion, as if 
ihcY mad( no pan of claufe- Had tliat been the cafc'i 
tlk'ie could nor Ili xo cxTHlS^d a doubt of the intention of the 
3.^1, became it w ould have impo/lible for the Iloaid to 
he a))!i’ lo .xtTcib' the authoi ityli^ power to all aft.s 
optiaiions and conoern.s which in wife relate lo llie 
or inibfary government or revenup of the llritini territorial 
polRUions in ilu* Kaft Indies, wi/iout having, at the fame 
lime, tile pjW(.rof oiiginatlng (Adm and dlfpatches when- 
ever th'^y thought it rlitirduU' li/tocftnr '■Villi regard U) the 
wordiS hi :ht' rjanner hoeln^fer ////tV/#v/, a reference to tlie 
lubrLHjueiit claui'e j in !iismin\jj;! ,*arly proved, that the Board 
were in thcpnticular cafeSjMl led and deferibed in thofe 
claures, dircvtled how* to aft, hut hat did not take from them 
the general power of fuperinten ance, dire^Hon and control 
in all cafes not Ipcciiicd. He fpc ;c of the nth claufe as il- 
julirntive of tins part of his arguAient, and having comment- 
ed upon it, took notice of the which the word Re- 

‘‘ venues"’ is omitted, and civil ort military government nre 
tlif* terms only ufed. "I hat might, he obferve , be an acci- 
dr'ntal omiiiion; hut coupling that claufe with the nth, and 
taking the general purview' of the bill into confideration, it\ 
was impofTibie to copceive that the^ Board were not equally 
Hefted with a power to originate difpatchc-^ in regard to the ' 
application of the revenues of the tetri tor ialpoflelfions in'tb^ 
tart Indies, as 1 n regard to the civil or militarv government 
of thofe p^fleliions. There was a claufe in tKc aft, which 
liad been mentioried by a noble and learned Lord, on Mon-- 
day, and which he admitted, did appear to contradfft *thc ar- 

T t a gomertr 
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^ , , IVfiioraJirte rcfolatjon 

j^^^^Xht^^roprktqn fliall be available 
eyok^^^t, at^ or refolution of 

Ac fame lhall have been 
^ |>)^^ (aia Boai^.** How that daufe came into 

wai foiftreci to remain apart of it, was to 
bfii^ a 9 f aflonifHment, becaufe if that daufe j yas in* 

61^ npoit,^ it in cffefl: annulled aH e 

Bbar4| a|)d rendered the ihftitution perCedlly nugatoi; ‘;^ifi<*' 2 
beingsCfeviocrfly the effedk of the a 9 ih claufe, it muft 
been through fpirie firahge negligence that it was fufFcred 
ftand in the hill, and it 9 U^t not to he confidered at having 
tay opetatioij whatever. .His Lordfliip reafoned upon this 
point, apd fo far was he from doubting that the Board 
of Control Iw^ a right to. apply the revenues of the Britifli 
tei^itojrial poffeirions in India, to their prote£lion, fecuiity 
&liil defence, he held it to be their firft duty, and if they wero 
••lb facrifice that iinpgttant ohjedl to tlip purchafe of an in- 
'.fr^ftment, or any commercial concern. .‘Vhatever, tfiey would 
guilty of ahigh crime and mifdoc carmr, and deferve im- 
V'f^chment* ^He was apt to fufc{iMf\ mat the e was fi)ine blame 
"^fm^putable to th? Cpurt cj[|I?ired>ors, or the Houfe would 
not have heai^ ofgny dilRrcncc between them and the Board 
of Control, .becaufe noepW could he more clear, than that 
If theCourt of Diredorskdid their duty, there could arife 
no difpute about. the goverij^ent of India. He expatiated on 
this'tq^ai and appealedL^^*^ie underftandings and recolleftion 
/of eveiymta Wlio heard hii^i, \yhetlierthe negligence or the 
•- want Of capacity of the £nii^n/iia Company and their Court 
of Dirfbots to ^vern Indh^^l^d not lUade it necefTary for 
Lrgiflature to., interfere|sha appoint a Board of Superin- 
.tendance, v^Pteoxftion and Control, to guard againft the dan- 
of any toifmanagenientV That Board being once ap- 
:^oifftedi was it confident vyth reafon and good fenfe, that it 
iliotijd be lb ill inftituted^/and armed with fuch inefficient 


Aat if the Court I 
.^riQS acrofs, doing nothiii{; 


Dirc£lors chofe to fit with their 
tlie Board could not of them- 
felves afl, wherjeT they faw It was adlually neceflary to fend 
out orders and *i£fpatches ? The very nature of the cafe 
>il^bvtd t^ contrary. Tb^e muft be ai paramount power, a 
, to lodged fomewbere. If that power was not veft- 

, tS) by Ae aA of iiv the Board of Contiol, he begged 
5hfdr1*iedf^>i^^ it wasvefted? ‘The, Board of Com - 
lOfiBon^rs, it jvodid perhaps be fuggefted, might abufc their 
power.’* In tike miuiner, the Governor General and Coun- 
cil of B^gal, Ac Governor and Council of the Prefidency 
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of Fort St. George, and th« Governor of the 

PrtTidency of Bombay (all of whom were in^^ed with large 
and extenfive powers in their refpeflive iliAri^SI^ might abufe 
tli^ir pow. rs. L-': it be remembered that they were 
cd w ill r-fponfibility, and were amenable to rhelaws of tfieir 
country for thtir loiuludt. Let it alfo lie rcmetl^brrodit Ihat 
it wi-i indirpeiifably nt^ci flary that there (hpold lb* 

vereign authority over the Company’s affairs itl' Ei]giand«::and 
‘ hands could ir more lafclv or more ex^aediently he 

vion v>f^’ "Aan in^b.e hands of a Board of Comtniffioners, all of 
Members oj rarliament, appomttJ by the crown, and 
headed hy two of Ins Majefly’s principal Miiiifters,, theGl^an- 
celloi of the Exchequer, and the Secf^’tary of State for the 
Soailiern deg.utmenr? Upon a fair con fi deration, therefore, of 
the fpint and general purview of the a£l of 1784 and bfitt 
clautes, it appeared to him demonAr ihly clear, that the pre- 
frfiit declaratory bill did contain a found and juA eicp^tlou 
of that Aatute. 

In the courfe of the debates in that Houle on the prefent 
, MJI, much ha^ been f.dd on the nature of declaratory bills,' on 
tlieir infreoueifVy, and on their danger. Two declaratory bills 
hail l>t*t*n alliidftr^, but neither of them mufh in pointy in 
the piogrefs of hi^rf^fearches, he had met with another, a dc- 
clara*ory bill that camb'^^^ore immediately in parallel with the 
hill tl^ii under confiderafiw. In the reign W Qyeen Ann^ 
an ndV had paA'^d for the n^uralization of all the children of 
BritiAi parents, fiich >child^eh being born abroad. 71 iat adt 
rrm lined in force fouriiii/years, and then, in the 4th of Geo. 
If. 1731, a det:!aratorv^|l was brought in to explain the aft 
of the 4ih of C^ieen to declare that the intention 

and ine^ining of tlutmajute was nof to extend tO the children 
of Britilh parents un\^ntta:ndtr for high trCAfon. His Lord- 
ih!p faid, he would mt pnter into any difeuffion of the gtouiid 
and pnnciple of the deejaratory aft to which he alluded; it 
was fiiAicient for him io Aate the faft, and to obferve,- that 
enadting clauies made amart of that bill at well as of the pre* 
lent. There was an oprodtibti at the time, but he could not 
find that there had bcenViny debate^ upon the bill ; what he 
had mentioned, howeveiV would lerve tO'lhew, that declara- 
tory hills had paAed wunbut alarm tothefriemis ot theconAU 
tut ion, and without ohjeftion, although framed like fhe de^ 
claratory bill then before their Lbrdftitps. 

Though in office himfelf, he deebtr^ he honoured an op^ 
pofjiiofi-; and he tiad no fcruple to fjy, tha%be thdvghtan op- 
pofition of great fefvice to ^country, ariien cohdufted on 
pubhc principles. Oppofiiion awed wdkr^t them 

vigilant. It checked their career, put them up^^tteir guard, 
taught them where error by. and bow 10 c0r,reft'iU But he 

^ could 
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confd not account for the conduct f f the prerent 

oppofition, /feyeat part of Uieir objtvM m rhf d^-hatrs in hotli 
Houles feemeil tC have hern, to ii»ake it .i;* .ir tha* the India 
fcrincf 1784 WilSof equal exttnc, with violent e arid 

afrumption of power, with tiui of ufly 

thought thtf^bill of 1784 half as bad as il.c h.!l of 178 ^* his 
Lordihtp declart^it he would not only ojMV-lr rhe jMiimi de- 
claratory bill, but refign his pLce ihu 'e (i *v. iv*th bills 
luidoubrediy broke in upon the chari' t-^ii ^ of rh- Com- 
pany* [A cry of h?MT, lirar *] Th*.; KkM Re^le- 

iiedany man to fay, “ uho /liould cafi h* ifi' it lione/''- 
queition was nude of ’^ho had been ih. tui-inoii to trencli up- 
on theCompany’s charter? It was dune hy lli.- bill of 1773, 
and by the hill of 178 », and it was clearly done by each ot the 
two hills now talked ot . comparative, the bills of 1783 and 
1784. In fiidl, no refuim of the ahufts and in.d-adininillra- 
tton of the Compahy’s affu rs in India, admirted on ail hands 
to haveexilled, could have been efledl eel, without a voilation, 
or as he underftood it was now termed, a fufpcptjlon of the 
powers of the Court of Diredfors. The bil! c f ejghty-three 
took from the Eail- India Company every pnif^cle of power 
and patrona^ at borne and in India ; it aimed^ not only at di- 
vefttng the Dirfiftors of their fK>vvcr in ihti,/:‘vil and militaiy 
dcpaitments, 6ut in their commertiJf**^/ he pit ,*fnhle began 
in awextraprdiniiry Ayle^ it Aattd difoidc^as of an s^nn- 

itig nature' had long prevailed, mid did Hill confinue, m the 
** vnaftugement the territoris^pofleflions, levenues, and 
df this kingdom in the^.aft Indies.’’ "This was 
furely an extravagant turn ofexprte^m. Who befoie ever 
beard of a commercUl compaipt'<^^viiit g^nlty of ^/cr- 
m^us difirders in the condwft oFtheii^piKmerce, being made a 
plea forfemng upon all their properf^;, /^w^;^ and patronage, 
wlien all were cither fecuicd to them *l^^h»iTer, or l.n>ctioncd 
by Aatute** The bi)l of 1783, howeier, aimed at leizing all 
tl\e Company’s warehbufes, arfenall fhips, forts, money, 
l>Of}ds» and, in Ihort, ^very ihing tpey pofleffeil, as well ni 
Indians in Eiircpe* W^ere noble f,oi|ls aware of the vjilue of 
fuch a ftiaiure, and the patronage it g/ve in the iirli inftance at 
home. Did tfecy know, that the Imildings in LeadenhalU 
ilreet, and the Various w'arehoufes m ]„ondon arwl its envi- 
rons, Were eAimiated at 700,000! ? That the fums annually 
paid to tradefmen l^ndpn lor goods to he exported^ amount- 

ed to 7tAOOoh iikWife; and th-^t the freightage 10 India, and 
other expeneps, vp the wliole # miibpn and ^ half, and 
more ? epornipjuis inSuence w<md mt, or rather 

fnuft not, h4^\femt^wed fc^cw this patron^^e AU appoint- 
irvents at ahd'*in Afia wou^ necefnitAy have been fub- 

jcjS to the wUl. Tfbc Coott pf Direflois, 

like 



like fo many clerks, would have come bowing to the levee of 
the author of theb.ll, and fui rendered the kt*\y of ihoir houlc 
in Leadcnhali ftieet, and all the warehuufes of tlie Comp.iiiv, 
with the moft humility. Every tiadLfuun emphjyed 

by the Court ot Directors wouKI ha\e fell the inlloeiue. 
Sail-makeis, and rliote ot ihi^ very lowed order of mecliatucs, 
iMi:;ht have been turiud out ofunplo^menl without Lncvcing 
the rearon: ‘•Jt-’f.MS wiMthv of conluk ratioij alio of whom tine 
nppfMiied by th * bill ot 17^ ^ weie ti'< be con-.jjou'd ; ol 
fr.ft) '—and wht n he inendomd .1 paity, Ins Lonilliip de- 
cl.irf'd he meant Tif) ! 'tledt ion. f!e li.uT himi/lf hitii t>l a 
partv for Itmje vt .11 s, and h id it To chanced, tliat In' had jonv-ti 
wiilillu* prefent oppf'lnir n, h.e fliould h ive conifjd'ni di li.in' 
felf as honoiiftNi ^'V Instompitiv and conne^^l ions. l-iU in-* 
jVIemh the 1) nppointidi liie hill 17- ^ we’e 

men ot n cerr.rn dt 'u :on, and ii haijpenetl, tt .1 th* ! * 
was a jmack tt n th. ir c'>n IVrl tliat. 

was no gt'-’Jt roconni to tlu Ihilihc any morn than 

to him. Had that h ' n c:iT<vi. it was >t \mui Ip^Y-ui. * 
lion even to let !»' ;t. to tiie ♦ ’jt*. ?it (d tlic i Aeic'ile ni p S( i 
that the Board ot nta* y L< '.nno^l.o^K » "-ht in- 
dulge III. In n \eT n: tv. a the In ;i m ; rc !»avo 

poured down to \\'eit!n«nlit\Hin a imrf'nr .u; 1 nve^wh'dmod 
both Houfes of P.irli mv t t; .n'^ h..d Ins M o. dv t!i ;:,/nr pivv 
per, by viitue of Ins undoi:ht/d',i:i.:‘nnU:v.\ to linvo di)mil{l'«I 
the author of that full :ny/ru‘ p.ntv frosn lot I rvicr, llu y 
might have feeii tlie Kni/fi" C^oe.tt Jlr niid t!u‘ Kingci 
Jkmgal contending m Ba/iai/jcnMoi lajifiiornv. 1 hi i»:!l of 
1783, as it was truly Dp a/lhe tiiiic, would h iv' c n-aled an 
imperium in impeiio, a? 5 mrth eft:iu\ that nnuhi wlrimately 
have overthrown ih- cg^filurion. H ih'- j>arty wlio htouglit 
in and fupported that hill.* really ihoupht as %vell of it as 
tliey pretended, and iMagtiy^d that the prrh nt dci huatory luU 
would open the eyes of tae Public, and rcco'iirilf- them fo 
that monftrous attempt to nrafp at inordinate [»owfT, he ad- 
vifed them by all means to tWte it in their luniks, at tlie;iext 
general eleflion, to hold it Arih as the left of tlicir politiciii 
pritKiples, and to reft tlieir lucccfs on their proinife to rc-* 
vive it. 

Lord GrAntlej ohferved^ that he ihpuU that^night vote* as 
he had done in a divSficn upon the fame biH on a former even- 
ing, with thofe ht wae not accuftomed to divide with ; he 
wifhed to ftaie hit reafons for foch a conduft. He had op- 
pofed the bill of I7$3» becaufe he confidered it as a violation 
of chartered rights ; ^lid he had voted foi the hilt of 1784^ 
which alfo violated the Company's charter, becaufe he undfer- 
ftood it had tKe cortfentof the Company , at leaft he heard of 
oo oppofitioa to it oa the part of the Court of DireAors^ or 

of 
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of the Proprietors in general. Declaratory bills were gene- 
rally dangerous, and never neceflary, but upon very urong 
and prcfTing exigencies, and then the exigency ought to be 
made out. 1 he prefent hill appeared to him to be neither iie- 
ceflary nor fit to be adopted. If it paifed, he declared he 
fliould trembk for the precedent. T he a( 5 l of 17S4 was pro- 
nounced to warrant the expoiition now given jt. It that 
were true, and it bore the conUiiiftion ii^vv for, 

what occafion was tlieie to explain it by a dicLirSttr-^bill, 
and declare again tiiat what w’nslaw in 17^4 was law in 17^84^ 
'I he title of ihe I)ill was, “ A bill to rembve doubts, &c 
What doubts ? 'I he doubts ot counld ! Not of the Crown 
l.iwyers, for they all agreed that the conllruvSlion of tb*e adk 
of 1 784 was clcarand obvious. ]f W'eJhnii-itcr Hall was not 
greatly altered fincc he Mr it, there was not an ad of Parlia- 
ment in tlie ftatute bo«>k, refpoding the conllrudion of 
which, counfrl retained on diil rent Tides would not piofefs to 
e.ntertain and Tate doubts ; and where ought tliofc doul)ts to 
be referred for folution r Iml.fj utably to the courts of l;iw, 
where the decifion of the Jiivlgt s colIJ be kgally and foinia I'T 
obtained. What need, iheictoie, \\as^e':e tor the Lcgilli- 
tureto interfere in their iud’Cial^fTf^'ac.iy " Certainly none. 
Ohiedions had been hated aP^lt proceeding in the courts 
of law, as dillicult and impr^licalde. The fad was other- 
wife. Where an ad of I'arludK'jit d.vl not Ipecily and deferibe 
tlie fort of [)roccfs to be purluW, to punifli its violation, all 
the common law remedies were )i|V>licable ; befides, the Com t 
of King’s llench was .ilvvaN;.j^wi ro enter tain criminal profe- 
cutions, either by information, 'ljSleir,rar by the Attorney 
General, by indictment, or by of as alluded 

to by a noble and learned Lord wTS^^ghljorough), With re- 
gard to the pica of <lclay that wobld aiife from the four icgi- 
liieiits not being fent out in time to India, that plea would 
jiot fay in ilit mouths of His MaUfly^s Minifters. Delay was 
a pretence they could never urgcinjuftification of negled or 
want of exert ion. '1 heir duty was to decide upon what was 
&t to be, done ; and having deci/rd, they were bound to carry 
the determination into execution. In the cafe of fending out 
the four regiments, if they knew the mcafurc to be neceSary, 
they ought to have fent them out, and it by no means be- 
came them to talk of delay, when tltcy were bound to a£l vi- 
gorously in all cafes cf xeal exigency. , From what be bad faid, 
hd ho^ he had made it apparent,, the hill l>efbre their 
Lor^rips waehy no means neceflary. jHle igilhed it was as 
inno^nt as [% Wh^.dearly unnecefl^y ; the reverfe, he was 
afraid^ . would be found to be the fa^t ^ It had been faid in 
ctehewb tttat if an ena^iliitgbill had lieen bought in, it would 
an law, and would, by inipbcatioo, 

have 
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luve cliAfged nlmoft every aft of the Board of CiihWo} 

Was that afl'»-rtk^ founded, arid did the B^td d€' 
CorrrnI mean to flutter their illepal conduft under a^'dec'tol'a- 
T-ryhill' He Ulieved, that from their fir A inflitution,’ the 
r:)ard Ii.id afted from the bell mofivey, and done tlieir conn - 
tiy .and the K.iiU India Company moll effential (l^rvicc, front 
tlte wildoiTi and the policy of their meafurts ; hut, admitting 
the reverie to he the rale, was a derl.natoi y hill to he relorted 
lohvwav of V ? In the preft nt cu'e, tlie Public and 

the I’aP^'liulM Comp.'^V ^'ere p.iities, not a^lnally at idiie, 

! .’♦ neailv in n ilmd.ii iitiMimn ; and did it Income the for- 
mer to iiueiftTe p: rnn'ur^d;, and in aid of its own caule, to 
pais a declai itfM v bill ' I li^‘ idea was lliocking to every mind' 
in the leaftalue equity or iulVfce. If the nieafure tsf fcnd«> 
iniT outthefoui u ^tmmrs was a fit mcafure, fand he did 
mean to aigne its lieingfo) Cinveritment ought to luvrf 

done it; and, if ultim.ittlv proved that they had dont; wrong* 
to have come to P.irhntvem, and d^lired them to pafs a hill to 
I idemnity, T lie ntm.' ll impumtion to Minillcrs wcflftd have 
i.ten. the cnmirifiu.'i ('f a initl.ihe , and where the caufe of 
adlii'n, on t!i(* jurt <d’ Ctovernment, was good, or the‘motivef 
>vMs e\e!i pljufilde, Pat 1 larnt’nt was ever liberal and ready 10 
r;.;!s a indrrnntt v. Wile MimAf^rshad a’ways adled up* 

cri this convifiion. 'I hc noM* atul jrarned Loid wIto hndjuA 
la! down. (Loid Camden) when Member of a former Ad* 
ri , ’ ilr.iMon, hid, rn :i critic. 1 tymenf, ifiued a proclamation* 
[, i|ip the f xpoi r.itlon of^r n. 'J Ire puhlication was f0 
■rndv huind^d in ncceflyA'f propriety, and expediency# 
r. rh * c ‘ d lenfc of t)ie vv*enr with it, and no mart 

/'•i ’hi o( Its b(*iun an afl ]jpi vinl.ilinn of the law ; but 
tl. ;ir»»lr and haired Lord,^^*^»piilous of cJlaMIfliing a prc* 
c' .'' rt tluit in rbi^ h^ reate rfeneJ prrveiled to ahufe, and to 
d V lol •' !on nf i]i0 ciMiliitni ion, c.'^me to I'ailiaioent 

, v\fi;pd a !v.l! of indc; mitv, which was imrtiediaiely and 
’.iV ihiv grrntrd Mm Hi^ Th'rdfhip mentiontd a cafe that 
li (1 occurred »n CV>nnrih w^ei^ he was prelenf, where a bill 
ot ;n ?eniv.tv hac f.' en f ItetV which lie h id oppoled as un- 
'ifc rrn / ; tlie c.ilc coming, in\ his opinion, clearly withni 

l.ord For'efru^ argued, that It wnsTOl a quefiion of privatd 
: '^hr, hut public queitinn, and upon that giound lie defend- 
cu ilic In'l. 

Lo:d oppc>M tiie hiU, and expl.iineil thecircum- 
of thn df*cl.iratorv bill < f the 4th of Geoiw I{. altudcd 
T ()v Lnid Cn ! den, adding chfervr.tions, to mcw that ihc 
ilo':!.* TV't nopals iijch a l/dl as iL'i prafent hilh 

G\ .’etc b#- ;td lerve to ohferve, that he thought his 
r.j*b- V nfd friend (Lyrd Gramley) hrid not fall v coi^» 
Voi.XIIiV, Uu ' fiderod 
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fideried the wbol^ of the Aibjedl, becaufe it appeared to h:iD« 
that if tije Houfe didnot pals the declaratory bill, they would 
in efiedlgive an opinion the reverie of that to be drawn from 
pafling the bill, and confequently do much mifchief. 

Loid Lwghb'^rough remarked, that it had been his intention 
toha\e called upon their Lordlhips to favour him witli lome 
confidcrable portion of their patience, while he enteted mi- 
nutely into a difcullion of the whole of the fuhjedt, hut the 
very able and corrcdl manner in which the. najilc and learned 
Lord, who fpoke lately in the debate (?Lord Grainl«^) had 
argued upon the prefent hill’s being both Cm nectffaiy and daiw 
gerous, had liappily faved the Heuie much time, and him 
much trouble. He fliould, however, think it his duty, as 
fhortiyas polftblc, to flate a ftw oblervaiions that occurred 
to|)ismind, as immediately applicable, and as indifpenlably 
nertffary for their Lotdfliips to attend to. It iiad been very 
truly laid, tliat declaratory bills weie alwavs dangerous. 
'J'hey undoubtedly were io, Inrcaufe, when tbofe who made 
laws toob^upon them judicially, and in a capacity very diffe- 
rent from that of Legiibtors, to cxpourul tiu-ir meaning, in- 
iiuite mild nef was to be dreaded. Nothing iiirtly could lie 
more alatming, than for thole who wfu* to adl under a law', 
to take upon iliemfelves to pronounre upon its extent, and to 
do6ne the limits of their own anihoriiy. Wbenovtr lucii an 
attempt was made, the eileiS nkially was ( w iiaMhe efii d of 
the prefent dcxlaratory bill would be, if it p.tflrd mio a law ) 
a declaration that their authej^ty had no bounds or limits 
whatever. Fioiii ihehilloryo/ llaiules, declaratory laws 
were ratlu rto be confidcj*ed< “ >ns to point out thofe rocks 
and flieals tiiat were to beihuilj knnd avoided as dangerous, 
than as precedents or examples rmitation. Open the Jia- 
tute book, and it was fcarccly* tebleto fmd a lingle ilKcia- 
ratory law, but fome dire inisforrunV followed dole behind. 
I.et their Lordlhips, for a moment, call to mind the decla- 
ratory law rdpedrng America, fand they would inflantly re- 
collect the unlortunnte confenuences that followed. Let 
them refleft oii the declaratory fnW in the cafe of Ireland, he- 
land had, fi i* a leries ot years, >bccn willing to he governed in 
ail appeals by the decilioa of 0|(c branch of ilie Lcgillature of 
thiscouiury. They hadfifeit kml acknowledged the fecurity 
^frcpoilng Loniidence in a juiildiflion, tiiat was more bktly 
to he impartial, and to have It Is bias than their ow n Houfe of 
J^ords ; aproof that they did fo, the lecoids ot thrtr 

Houfe of Commons contained vat ious leprefeiitations agamft 
their llpufisof Lords, and complamts of their having aifli-d 
partially and unjul^y* The lolitary precedent of a declara- 
tory hill, ftated by the noble and icanied Eail (Carnder) in its 
co^tfequenc^ afforded a gloomy proof of the bad tlLiSls of 

luch 



A. 1788. D E. B A T B^Sli < 

fuch bills. Pertups. bis private opinion was, that tlie decla^ 
ratory a£t of George the Second truly pronounced the con- 
ftruflion of the atl of the 4th of Queen Anne ; but what was 
tlie elK'ft of that conftruflion being declared ? Univerfal 
alarm and univerl'.d complaint I The Public law with horror 
the right of an heir, unhorn when the a6t of Queen Anne 
palled, and necefllirily innocent of his father’s crimes, taken 
away by an ex poft fatlo law. I'here was fomething fo glar- 
ingly unjuft, iitid ai the iame time fo cruel in fach anexercife 
of power, that m;u^ind were ftiockeci at the inflance, aiul 
'with one confeni broke out in condemnation and cenfure. 
Hjs Lordfliip pointed out the diftimSliorr between declaratory 
hills pa/K'd with a vicw toafceiiain advantages to the luhjedV, 
and with a view to aolhon/e the extent of their rellriiflion. 
The latter were alway'i odious, and confidered as the inftru- 
ments of tyranny, while the lormer ivcre looked to with ic« 
veri.nce, with giai itude, and with admiration. Of that de- 
feriprion was the Ihll of Rights, a bilf rccogni/.ing the legal 
claims of the (ubjecK m oppofttion to the encroaclunents of 
prerogative and the ftrttches of arbitrary power. 

1. Old Long). borough next psoceeded to anfwer the argu- 
ments of Lord Camden, upon the fevcral claules of the hill, 
and laid, tliat although the doflrirtc that the control of civil 
ami military government would he nothing, without the con^ 
trol and diretflion of the revenue, .apjH.Mred to be plain an4 
plaufible dodlnne, it could only be well imderfiood in France 
and other dr fpoticcouturics.X In Great Britain, the conftitii* 
tion h.is ordered it oiheiw/e, and the executive power wa$ 
not luilen d to hold the j/blic purfe, the bent fits of which 
fvftein of feparntinn werjf^fopohvious and fo undeniably excels 
lent, that it would he a wsfie of words loenter into any argUr 
nicnt to further its cluckjiwf'ion. The noble and learned Lord 
had done him ihehonofr to obferve, that he had, on thcpri?- 
ceding Monday, po nted out a claufe in the aft of 1784, the 
7 (:y h, which, if allowed to be of any force, did annul all the 
aft I w powers of the Board of Control. The nohl.* and leai n- 
cd \\iirV% rtamning upon this claufe had be^n fomeiAhat extra- 
ordinary. "1 lie claufe gave the Court of Proprictois a power 
ot revoking and rf^cinding ant aft, 'order, refolution, matter, 
or proceeding of tne Court of Direftors, not approvf d by the 
Board of Control, and as this power was not conrortant to the 
conftniftioii now wifhe«l to be put upon the aft of 1784, tire 
noble and learned tarl favs to the o[*e 9 at ur f Did 

the nobbr and learned Rarl mean to confeisthat the cUufe wai 
originally put into the aft, merely to gall the propnetori into 
an accj’uelcence with the bill, under the d^lufive idea that their 
powers were not wholly anndiilated, and th.u now, when 
the period for plain dealing was ripe, it wasnecefl^y they 

U u 2 £hould 
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fhould betoW, “ Don’t Hy on the cqth cl.iufe ; it ib trne, it 
•* gives you an cffeflual clwck upon Company’s afTa rs, 

“ but as it would annul the av^tive powt-rs of the Boatd ct 
Control, you are toconfKUr the rhufc! as havinj:; found ns 
“ way into the aft through ioine in.i(lvrr,ency, and 

though its words bear an obvious and undeiiuble meaning, 

nil oferati^r 

Lord Loughborough reprobat^^d the claim of tl.e Board of 
Control to extjrcife an unlimited power of Jjaperint* nd.mco, 
direftion, andccntrul over the revenutsiSf the Brinih teiri- 
torial pofieffioiis in India, and o'uu that whmever th? 
fupporters of the piefent hill talk- il tb.e l» jaul’s autl.nntv 
touching the revenues of Beng^.1, tint lliofe rewnu. s 

was to he underftood ; the word in tlu/ir ienl;- ot it, 

changing its natute, and inllead a liinjdv: paiiif.ipk", becom- 
ing a poffelTive voih. He afketl, vvhxn: the light ot ap; 
ifie revenues oflltc Company in liuiia astlio* H'‘:nd td C'-Mrol 
thought proper, had a piecedeiu^ Wis there an> luch. 
yefled in the afTignws of a comm iav)ii of liai.ki upit \ : I’dl 
the Boaid heen appciiir.cd gu.iuh.ms of the mt.mrv v: lue 
Company, truftces in a comm.ih; n of lun.iCY a^^anii n, oi 
even, if it were pofiTihle guawl^:'. (ji tlp-n dotage, h< ilefu’*! 
^ny man to prove that tiiey would have lotd a i >ght m rxi rcjlc 
any fuch extraordinary power. In the couric ot ll>e prelimi- 
liary^lehate of tliat day, hebadl.’.ktn the liberty of applying’ 
to a noble Secretary of State for inf'rrnr.tion n^'pefting ibe. 
ftate of the four regiments to i^ailiorize llie fendii'g out of 
which to India was the proftfll'd of the bill, and it wa? 

butjufti-eto the noble Loul to ijacknowdcdge, tiiat ht* had 
given him a very candid anfwrr... bje liad been given to un- 
dciiland expl.cilly, that llucc of th;^ rcg’mtnto only jvere in- 
tcndevl to he now fent out, and ifi'ai^i^hc Luith was meuiit to 
he kept in Kngland foran indefinite a^d unlimited term, H.id 
*|loble Lords heard, and heard wnliout in oiion, that it was 
intended to maintain at honi«", in ilnb ccnintry, a regiment 
not voted I'y I'aiiiament as pait ol the eftabliflimeni, nml not 
paid, by Parliament, hot paiti out (>f the revenues of Indu } 
Would Mmiftersdare to maintain in England a regiment nei- 
ther patd by l^rliantent, <\or nientioiied io^the mutiny Inll^ 
Would they dare to billet foldi-rs on fubjefts, who 

lyere not amenable lo martial faw? Would thw dare thus lo 
<’iol.ite the Bill of Rights, and tliv pilnciplrs vii.ddiflied ai 
the Kevolulton ^ If they had dared to \tnunethis Ivngtii, lie 
adv.feJ bring W a Idll ol indtinnily wirh.out dolav, cr 

if they ralhcf choie to follow iheir own pr<t»vit,nt. to | afs 
another detfhratory bilh Ik coaid not fay what tlir law tinm 
was, but heicnew yflui the law had been in the year i68S. 
At ilut time, confidered as im^ffibie to make fuldiers 

cl 
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of a regiment neither recognized by the mutiny bill, nor paid 
by Parliament. If all il)e valuable principles of the conltitu- 
tion were not meant to he diilroyeJ at oiue, if the principh s 
of the Revolution were not become fo o!J as to have gn \V(i 
oblclete, or were not yet f,^ covere^i wiiit tlv- full of aiuicjuj- 
ty, as to be no ionorr dil’ci i he trufled Mm iK i ; vm»uM 
take foriie means ofmark-ng dieir i; tei.tion ot kee|'.r!|; rt'e 
fourth regiment at holn-^ ar.J iujPfyini; it on »he gi nmil of 
nert flitv. lA.b.ips, i.e lliniUl !!e,ii lint ibe 1 )et I.r . t ion (f 
Ri^lits Inti been a b.moitti, .« litf'*" better 

tb.m Ijigluvaymen, fr /-n wo- -n the guaf ar • liouil liad hpa- 
tain), asfonnasthe liurtv t^t ihemv'mna. \\h ch accident 
i.uidiid ibeif! togM!*-:. h.id eiuil>Ud ilnm to cboole better 
c.»m;ia«iv ' Ih vva^ Iotv toll hi tliat the wuichcd patnpbleteeu 
ct the we *o tnat ihoie, to whom tlte 


.rtics, an 


.1 


\t ihnation of our confli- 


t'pjovmenl of oi 
tLiiioii vsere.ifln e. With t.iliule icvtienre and trlpe^iL 
,Sin.n.l..r, iiui ^d. w.is t‘he ‘ ’ o dom, atid iniie. enr the con- 
tesnpr, with whit ii ii app \i*^ltf>be liv.: boali of fjoie mo* 
<l{-rn v\nr»-rs to I'p \‘.k of tke Revolution, an 1 i!>c* gicat and 
diiiit.r.ji’lied cli.li ..V *t ! s ul.o ni'vlid that g!<n:otiS vvo’k ' 
ll.S L' rJihij) ajiolojMl. d K i 1; miig ucuililed lloide lo I'^ng, 
but Id'll, I ue as It v\ .jn, it ro M not b*? eypecltil ili.a be fhuuld 
fjrdowM, wdhont fi-.d.'i 'j; me oldl-i v.it.ons upon the num 
paiilon, vs iia'h t)?e iioi>M jud !» Rai 1 hadthout bt pioper 
to make b^tivn'ii t!)e iwo 1' 


tint 


I ' 
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wo ryt-;:uii.t that ul 17 and 
d If /),] ! ri\’ ^ I'darl iiml v m 1 tie* pte- 
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l id aiiuuieil loniclh ng like an 
d fold* IS in the commeue ot 


n;i ::i" fft th 

an u' i: Is, on ! n I'le' tii 
tilt C'^^mpinv hid li^vn ^alt <i .‘mong ilic otlvi abufii, in.ikng 
up ilie lum of (:^ i!(U|ueiicv n the Court of Directors, lliat 
called fuj \,,r Of Parham; nt ; and yei the nohle 

ariil learned I :u j bad mitcd, that general dc'hnijuency was this 
ground (d i'l.'tificar’on ct th- bill of 1784. It w.u. rafiiei a 
whimlic..! le volution of pohtif j 1 b-pfiment, tliat the i.iddc and 
le.aine.i I'.r.rl ihould have o.dt^i d to the hill of 1783, hecaufc 
it liatedi the delincjiifnc y of tne Couti s>f J )irc*v 5 lors, and (liould 
hive .afiigned that very didmauency r.s the ground of Ins af- 
b.nt and fupport to the l>ill ci 1784. 1 he fdcl wjs, the one 

hill in a direfl manner chargeA ih-- delinquency, and for the 
Jimircd term of four years fufpVid-d ilie powers of the Court 
of Dtreclors ; the other dcrlufivlly airnifd at inducing them to 
helitve rhat tliofe powcis weic left [binding, but they at the 
fanK found that lh< v weie left Idind, dea^ dumb, And 

u.il- :!i. fj* hands tird. The h:ll of 178^ had been moft par- 
tially jj.K-tcJ and untruly Hated with LMJttmuiKm induflry in 
all parts of tlie kingdom. At a couniy meeting Indden at 
York, a part of it only had been road, and a confirudion 

palpably 
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jwIpiWy to Ihofe who had an opportunity of perufing 
the Irill, h.ul been put upon it ; and, under that deception, 
the iTHcting had fepirated. The confrouenre was, themifui- 
ferpn lation of the bdl fpreacl through Yorkihire, and amon" 
a \anety of other couiitits : he liad heard of one con\erfitiori 
which p.iff'd tetwcen two fieeholdtis 111 tlrit part ol Lngland, 
One of them, ipeakuig ot the noble Karl behind him, ([^ord 
1 itzwillwm) faid, He and Ins Board have taken all th** pa- 
ironagf of the Compiny ** — ‘ Has he fays the oth'^r, 
•• why then I am lure he'll bring a good deal of it do\n to 
Wentworth.’* 1 heir LordJhips, from what they had heard 
that dav, muH now confefs, that the tv\o hills flood nearlv 
upon the fame ground, at leaft as to the realon upon which 
ihe |>ower Wis taken out of the hands of the Directors. 1 he 
noble ami learned I arl, however, bad iMojolit pioptr 10 re- 
injik, thit the powers afflniied by the aft Cii 178^, wm to be 
given into tbt h iiuls ot a party, am* that the Bo»rd ot Corn- 
tniflioMMs l\ id I Imack ol coalitu^n in ft, cle.iilv aWud ng to 
an honour bl gentleman, the Ion of a noble friend of fits, 
fwho had htiii Mimfler of the country) .1 man ot asanviMe 
>Ktues, asinndi piiva e wmrth ard pi^m ntv, as anv imhvi- 
dtiaf that e.tlwrgMced thefenatt, or tlrc(;iated luimin locietv. 
Was there noiiung cf paity, no iin ick of coalition, m the 
Board ot Control i Was thert not a n ble I ord, for inft mce, 
whottfed, whMr h** hail hiinftlf the hoiKiur to be n Member 
of tins Houle of Commons, inveigh sehtmeiulv a^ainft 
that unfortunate, and as the no Lord then termtd it, ac* 
cut fed AintnCcin warr that lumoA and w n, which 
a 1 arned friend of hrs wa!> .n that time lomewhat mr le than 
futpeded of al>etung^ W.»s not the noble Loici accultonud 
ton jirobate Tteafury inierfen ncr, and the undue influence 
of 1 leafury letters I Were iheie ndKuch things m exiftence, 
as the CX( inon of that influence, and Vhe ciiculatioii of thole 
fetters? HeiMn«?Tnbfrcd when \ learned liieno ot Ins and the 
noMe Lord^uled to Witge et» nnl war on thole topics, and yet 
they 1lienrN>w pi'rfeftly cordial , other Mt mheis of that Boaid 
fcad feeinerlyt flood forward rqually oj>^i(»fite as partivins, 
there was, nrverthelets, nothing like a Irnick of coalition m 
all this I It was douhtlefs an agpement of pai % a hsrmonv, a 
fltniis dTifipg fiom the ahfencij of eveiy thin j rough and ex- 
crefcentvalf jfpenties weit fny>othcd down, and iht conjunc- 
tion and eomplet^! ^ 

His Lpfdftfe UJdt oecafion to m( ntion Lord North in this 
|fifl|>rht|f|fS^h, and laid the noble Lord labouied undtr a 
ife^er^MftMrtcine tnflifted hv the h md of Providence, \ ut 
he bore It paticntiy^mlchenfiilfy, derising abundmt comfoit 
from vthe relources of his own njpnd, and the att clhr.tnr, 
fsutnUftipy dailjf letoit, and concourfe of tbofe, who rj*i- 
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fttfled themfehret kis^aiHierenu in thehouf nf 
his profperity, and havifig fo firofeffird themfelver on (mnci* 
pies of fincerity and honour, ftiii remamed the noble Lord*s 
zealous friends. The noble Lord, perhaps, ielt his confola* 
tion not a little heightened and increafed by the abfence of 
thofe, who had bnlked in the funfhinc of his better fortune^ 
but who felt the hi'll northeily blnll too (Irongfor their con« 
Hitutions to endure, vigorous and robuft as iome of them 
were. 

The noble and learned Earl had taken pains to paint the 
patronage given tl)« Board of Commiflioners by the bill of 
178 in broad and glaring colours. H^d the Board of Con-* 
trol nonpatronage ? Had they no Ih^re of the appointments of 
the late (governor General oi Bengal, the Cjovernor of Ma- 
dras, and the Commander in Oiief? The Board of Commif- 
fioneis, the noble and learned Eail had faid, would have over- 
whelmed both Houles of Parliament with Indian iniluence. 
Were there not to be found any traces of that influence in 
the prelent Houfe of Coiiiinons ? Had no Nabobs, with hard 
names, found their way into that Houfe fipce the year 1784? 
Had no New Romney, and a variety of other boroughs'tlut 
memorv might Ini’gefl, Iclt the happy effeils of Indian in- 
‘ fluence f Had not a Naliob defcemled on New Romney, like 
another Jupiter, in a flrowei of gold ? Such things were ru- 
moured. 1 he fadl was, the hill ot his right lionourahle friend, 
like his now mind, was and open. He was above the 

nieamidis of concealment, ai/d fcoriud the fcandalous bafenefs 
of a lie. His lifc and manneis, whatever they were, were 
public; they were (\;dlCll^\^u! avowed. His right honourable 
friend liajJ aflerted, and^afllrted openly, that the patronage 
and the pow’er were inkparahle ; and as the heft poffiblc guard 
again fl ahuiV, he had pl^Mi* patronage in the hands of 
honourable n^en with cwiplete refponftbllity. What did tiic 
other hill do.? Mis e>:pr»-fllon failed him. He could not find 
an adequate teim to dclcnbe its operation on this 11 Je 
'cct ! It ftoie the patronage, and put it in the jiockets 
of the Board of Coniiol ; it took that privately by Health, 
which it dared not avow and claim as a right. The 
noble and learned Ear I had faid, if thofc who brought in the 
bill of 1783 thought fo liighly jpf it as they pretended to do, 
he advlkd liiem to go to thege^ral eledlion with that bill in 
their hand^. Be it 10. honourable friends wouldtske the 
noble and learned Eaii\ hint ; Ibd as they now -onderflooii. 
from the noble and learned Earl, that a general t^dion Sivi' 
near, they would he proud to reft their claims fO' pfiMic 
vouron the t+'ft of comparifon between iha»two bills. Uclu- 
fjon was fiOA’ over, and mifreprefeniaiion and falfebood ftood 
confutc'd and detcileJ. His right honourable friend had tea- 
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Wt<on1f triumph. 

but afid ptronage of the 

noblefl: kind-^tbe potedl^a^of ctefeiKeleft millions I A fpecies 
of patronage move conj^ial |o his itHnd.than any other de- 
^ fcription of patronage whatever. The unremitting cxercife 
* ot^tliat patronage was the bed anfwer to the caluinnv and 
flaWer which, in. the hour of popular phrenzY» induftrious 
clamour had caft upon his name. The great political prin- 
ciple of his right honourable frit-nd was that of an honeft and 
amiable ambition, the reverfe of low cunning and fordid ava- 
rice. Tord Loughborough concluded his fpeecli with a de- 
claration that his honour^lhle friends would go to the next 
general eledlion, confident ot fuccefs, with the India bills in 
their hands ; that of 1783 in bue hand, as commented upon 
by its enemies, and the bill of 1784 in the other, as now ex- 
pUirjed hy its friends ! 

!»c Lord Tl» LordChancetlort^ rifing towards the clofe of tlie debate, 
h-uccllo»-. ohfejrved, that at fo advanced an hour, he lliould he unp.»r- 
donahle, were he to trefpafs on the patience of the Hoiiie, 
by gtdng into any 4rgument that did not immediately relate 
to thV queftion in confidoralion. He hopp'd, therefore, he 
iliouldbe forgiven, if he took no notice of iome parts of the 
fpeech of tho noble and learned Lord wlio had jull fat down. 
It was not his intention to draw any companlbn between 
theptefeiit bill and any other, nor between the chara£fers of 
individuals} as both were equally fon ign to tlKM|uellional 
iffue. He contended, that the onjefl: of the prefent bill did 
not relate to the queftion of righ^ between the Crown and 
the fiibje€l, it had been brought forward on general princi- 
ples of policy; on grounds that did hot concern the private 
rights of the Company, but I’olclv tefpefting the manr.ge- 
incnt, the faperintoridance,' 'ami 't^SStrol of their territorial, 
civil and military concerns. The real {fate of the (jiiefii(»n 
before the Houle, was not wherher the a6f of 1784 was a 
wife and proper meafnre, but whether the prefent bill is a 
juft e^|)pfttton of that ail. He infifted that it was a fairde- 
chvratidb off the powers invefted in the Commifiioners for 
the aftnirs of India, an 4 that fo far from giving them addi- 
tional powers, it reftrained them from the ixcrcife of fornc 
which they poflrfl'ed under thfe former luld; ihev !i;ul voltm- 
t4itily.^irpenfed with the pattonage which tb.ey might linvc 
for^ they had voluntarily called for checks to h- 
. their ^pqw^rs ; tliis "fure»y was no proof that they were 
dejiroui of extending therr inHueiice. T he noble and learn- 
ed l4>rd bad pwT queftion, dcfiring to know whctlier the 

S >iniffioners of mnkoipts had a power of appropriaring 
SiSida of buqkrupts, without the cenfent of the pa; tv. 
y oertaiitl’y had a power to direft the application of the 
" ' j* fund:? 
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funds of eirery bankrupt for tb6bene6t of the cred[itorfy juA 
in the fame manner as the CommifConers for the affairs of 
India could apply the territorial revenues of that country to 
the piyment of the troops which were ncceflary for its de- 
fence. This was a polition which he conceived made more 
for his argument than againll it ; but admitting the full force 
of what the noble and learned Lord had a^gutrdi that li the 
detence of tbeir pofleffions ihould leave them nothing for the 
purpoles of in\eilment, they muff of neceflity become bank- 
iiipts ; would their fituation be much mended, if they were 
iurt led to apply their whole ttintoiial revenues tocommer- 
riil purpoles, and leave their pofleflions to the mercy of an 
enemy " W is this the way to i we them from rum andbank- 
luptcv Mlc 1 imf nttd th it he had not an oppoituntty ot con- 
fulting the ealculitjons which a noble Man^uis (Lanfdown) 

Ind, with io much inq;enuity, reafonedupon duiing a preced- 
ing deb ite. He lunented that the anecdotes which he then 
luard, hul made (o little imprefllon on his mind, that he did 
not now t collcft for what purpofe they had been introduced. 

With regard to tilt power ot originating diipatches, on which 
{o much hid been faid, he thought the difference of opinion 
on tint part of the queilion related mou to word!» than to 
iuhltance, for, it would not, furely, be contended that the 
J^oird ot Conti ol, in allowing or amending »^hc difpatchcs ot 
the Court ot Diieftors, were to tied down by a6t of Parlia- 
mtnt, that they could not fuggtft a fingle idea which hid 
not been liid btlore them ; and yet this was all the onginat*- 
ing power they claimed, oacept m cafes where the Dirc6lors 
neglected to lend any difpatchcs at all. As to the appiopn- 
alion of the revenue, if it be admitted that the Board of 
Control are 111 veiled witli the, m anagement and diu( 5 tion of 
the civil and military gbveinmcnt of India, it was abfurd to 
contend that they were not to have the power of direiTing 
the application of the revenue to the neceflary purpoles ot the 
ariuigement of thofc concerns. Thefe were, in fift, llie 
only two points on which there was any mateiial differriKe 
ot opinion , ind he appealed to the very words of the ail of 
178-^, winch his noble friend (Lord Camden) had fo fairly 
Hated, iliU the bill was a fair tiiterprctation of that ail; that 
jt was not a queftion which ouH»r to be left to the determi- 
nation of the Courts in Wcftmiwller Hall; but that as amea- 
lureof general policy, it beiongal only to Parltameiit to de- 
termine It The conftruilion ciiiunded for, was no ftreteb 
whatfoever of the original ail# T ne face of the noble Mar- 
quis, indeed, fpoke denial; yet, he couI 4 venture to allerr, 
that he was well grouiidrd in his pofition* 

The Marquis of Lanfdw^n expreffed his furprire at tbt; Mmmt of 
doilnne vphich the noble and learned Lord (Chancellor) had Unflown. 
VoL. XXIV. X « thought 
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thouglKtt proper tipMmiintain, "nrhen he contended that the 
prefenc was a queftion which ought not to be left to the 
courts in ,Weftniinfter Hall. He ihould be glad to know on 
what foundation this fpeeies of general policy refted ? Was 
not the general policy of this country founded upon its law^ 
upon its conftitution, upon its freedom ? and were not the 
law and the conftitution fynonimous terms ? Would the 
learned Lord prefuine to fay that the great queftions refult- 
ing from the government, the finance, and the trade of the 
Empire, did not reft folely for fupport upon the principles of 
the conllitotion, under the tliredlions of the courts of law ? 
Was that fundamental principle, the trial by jury, to be 
attacked by an authority, whole peculiar duty it was to pro- 
te£l it ? Were the eloquent and powerful arguments of the 
noble Lord near him, (turning to I>ord Loughborough)^ to 
be pafiCedover in this light and trivial manner? If fucli was 
the new-fongled interpretation of general policy from fuch a 
quarter, it was an til omen indeed ! As to the farcafms which 
he had been pfeafed to direct againft him; he ftiould neither 
be deterred by the looks, howfoever commanding, nor tlie 
talehjis of the learned Lord, from aflerting Iiis opinions in 
that H<>ufe on any public queftion. The noble Lord was 
Welcome to profit from his calculations, if he wifhed to reap 
the benefit of them. Knowing them to be founded in truth, 
he was not aflinmcil to look him in the face, and to tell him 
that the prefent bill was a bale violation of the rights and 
privileges of the Eaft-India Company. Heinfifted, that by 
the afl: of 1784, the power of a^)pVopriating the revenue, did 
not follow the right of control which the Commiffioners 
claimed over the civil and military concerns of the Company, 
and that it was not the neocilai^^^nrequence of a power of 
control. It was true, indeed, that the executive Govern- 
ment of France had the foie approj)riation of its revenues, 
and to this the prel'ent low ftate of its finances was owning. — 
I-»et thofe who doubted this, look at "that great financier, 
Neckar— let them conlult a very confiderable man who was 
once at the head of the finances of that country, and who 
is now prefent, (Monf. Calonne) they will demowftrate the 
impolicy of that maxim, and ihew it is contrary to the prin- 
ciples of good government,/!! the bad efFe 61 s it has pioduced 
in thedeclineot the finanejp of France. Louis the XlVih, 
tinhapptiy For his fubjed\s(^ preferred the tihfelled vanity of 
being^ aCenqueror, in q^a'^bfition to the folid happinefs of 
his ptop^e, arifing from a well-regulated commerce and go- 
iretnmetiu He traftef||, that whatever refolution might be 
' adopted wiihregafd to the rrewal of the Company’s charter, 
^ ^oiternment would coufidectl^ rights of the ilockholder and 
of the creditor, 

Hw 
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His Lordftlip acknowledged^ that a great anq comprdtieiv 
five fyftem for that government was become abiblotely no* 
celTary. He, for one, was rea^ to go immediately into 
the fubjefl u 1 th expedition and eneSt^ He thought it mould 
not be delayed a moment ; he was ready to join any party-y 
either in or out of power, to efFeiFluate (o denrable and great 
a purpole. It appeared to him of fucb magnitude, and, in* 
deed, it had appeared fo to the nation at large ; for, it Teemed 
to him, that e\ery meafure of (loveinment had, for many 
yeais pad, and during the piogrefs of leveral fucceflive Ad* 
minidrations, either primarily or ultimately turned upon 
Indian politics. The Matquis next adverted to the preci* 
pitancy with winch the hill had been hurried through the 
Houle. It was, undoubtedly, highly important in many 
points of view, and yet thiee days had been deemed fuffi* 
cient for the difcuflioii of a queftion of fuch magnitude* He 
laid he had, that morning, looked into the hiftory of the bill 
of 1784, and found that Us progrefs had alfo been maiked 
with hmilar hallc, when only a few Peers attended the 
Houle ; \ct to that we/l dtgejied law we aie now called to look 
up for the government of our dominions, and the manage* 
mentof the affairs of theEaft*lndia Company. 

Could he have conceived that fuch precipitancy could have 
been fuffered to prevail, he certauily Ihould ha^e attended 
the firll day, when the bill was brought up. Unwilling ae 
he was to trouble the Houfe, although he had much realoii 
to thank the poble members for tli< 11 kind indulgence to his 
feeble aiguments, yet lic,fhould have called for papers— -he 
fliould have deinnn led the Court of Diredlors to appear at 
the bar of that Houfe, and upon their oaths have declared 
what conlli u( 5 Iion they h ul put upon the ail of 1784, and 
have anlweicd whether* Wc^y^iad confidcrcd them (elves as 
having furrender? d all the powder and patronage of the Com- 
pany, tlie oiiguiatioii of difptitches, and the application of 
the revenues, into the hands of the Hoard of Control. And 
even it tlii<* c^utilion had been affirmed, he was bound in du* 
t\ to oppe fc the prefent bill, as a moft dangerous extenCon 
of power, wl.ich he was well affured would alarm the neigh- 
bouring powtis. 

He believed that tlie affairs of the Company ahroadcould 
not be in better hands than thov were at prefent. He refleft* 
eJ with pleafure on being Iffie firll man wlio had fuMcft- 
ed the name of Lord CornwalAs as a proper perfotl torfRime 
the reins of go\ eminent in Benl^, and Sir ArcHiSald Camp* 
bell had been appointed by him <^vcrnor of Jamaica on the 
recominendaiion of merit folely sffor itVas well known that 
lome of that gentlemans relaticms were hoftilc to his politics; 
but he defired that the Board o^Control might be limited to 
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^he powers of cotitr6l> and not invefled with the powers of 
:ippropriation«' Power was a dangerous engine m whatever 
hands it wts placed. 

His Lordihip declared it was a pleafing reflection to him, 
phat at the conclufion of the late peace, he and his colleagues 
in office had laid down their plan for the conduCt of India 
aiFairs. It was, to fufler the patronage to remain 111 the hands 
of the Company, but to controul them fo far as to divert 
their attention from the idle fcliemes of power and extenfion 
of territory, to the more folid and beneficial views of trade, 
from which he was convinced that every peimanent degiee 
of ftrength and power mull ultimately be ileiived to a com- 
mercial country. He was convinced that the Company, un- 
der proper regulations, (which he again aflerted were abfo- 
lutely neceflary to he immediately entered upon) might ex- 
tend the trade to a very great degree indeed. It would not 
be too bold, peiliapsto a&rt, that in a few years, it might 
be increafed ten-fold. His Loidfhip then pointed out the 
different parts of that quarter of the globe where frefh lourcej 
of trade might be difcoverej, and applied to the infinite hene- 
flt of the kingdom. He appealed to the Houle upon the dan- 
gerous tendency of the bill; but added, let the fate of the 
qiicflion be what it may, (perhaps it was already determined) 
liemufl rtil fatisfiul m having done his duty to his country 
and pofterity, jn having given his determined oppofiiion 
to the bill. 

f 0)4 Lord Sydney rofe to fpeak to a few faCls that had been men- 
^ydoev^ tioned by Lord Stormont and Loid Loughborough in the 
courfe 01 the debate. He related the circumflances of the 
tranfaClion Vchtive to Mr. Hollond, who had, at one time, 
been named Governor of Madr as, ^ d his nomination an- 
nulled, declaring that the reason naS been, at that parti- 
cular period, that the arrangement of the payment ot the 
debts of the Nabob of Arcoc, was to be the firft meafure 
to be piocecdcd on by the new governor pn his arrival at 
Fort St. George, and as Mr, Hollond was hrmfelf a very con- 
fide rable creditor, it was deemed unfit that he fhould goto 
Madras as Governor, under fuch circumflances With regard 
to the agreement alluded to by the noble Vifcount, he neveu 
had heard a fyllable of any fuch p^er before the noble Viicpunt 
mentioned it. / 

t puj.e of Lhe Duke of Ruhmond rofe^o clear himfelf from a reflec- 
^ Klthnai J.tion of Lor^ Lougbborourgh, '>n his condudl in regard to his 
* having declared that he had the bill of 1784, hecaufc 

it went the length which thrlJedaratoiy bill imputed to it as 
its true conflruAionT Rnd,\^et, at the fame time, obferved 
that he (hould fupport that lill. The Duke declared that 
|hif was eatfilv folv^ and explliued* The prefent bdl conftfl* 

cd 
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ed of two diftin£l parts, its expofition of the z 6 k of 1784, wd 
of feveral cna6ling daufes, containing checks and reftrainta 
upon that patronage, the unreftrainea exercife of which bad 
been his rcafop for diTapproving and oppofmg she adl of 
He muft neceflarily agree to an expofition of the uSt of l 7 d 4 t 
which perfeftly coincided with what he had at the time of 
pafTing that ad, flated to be its true conftrudion; and he 
could not but approve of every reftraint, put upon the cxercil'c 
of patronage. He denied that tliefe clauies were nuMiit as 
covers, and indignantly repelled the imputation of tlicir hav- 
ing been moved with that intention. 'fne-Duk^? cxpreflcd his* 
w ifhes that parties would forbear running at each otlier, but^ 
on the contrary, look diredly and fcrioufly to the great con- 
iideration, what ought ultimately to he done with India. We 
hail the territories there in pofleilioii, and we muft either pro- 
tfft and defend, or abandon them altogether. Something, 
decifive muft foon be determined. With regard to the noble 
Lord who tiad conduded affairs during the American war, he 
never had entertained the leaft perfonal difrefped to him ; .aS 
that time he could not poffibly entertain any; yet fearing that 
the noble Lord might ad upon fimilar jirinciples with thofe 
exemplified in his condud of the American wat, he had declar- 
ed that be did not choofe to take pa^t in an adminiftration with 
tliat noble Lord. 

The Marquis of Lan/down rofe to explain refpeding the f>f 
word Covers. He fa id, he had charged no mai) with iiiten- 
tionally moving the claufcs as coverr* 

Lord Stcrmorit, in reply ft) what had fallen from Lord Syd- 
liey, refpeding the appointment of Mr. Hollond to the 
governmeiic ot Madras faid, he was rather furprifed that the 
noble Lord had not heard tranfadion. 1 his was a 

proof that he had not always a communication with his col- 
leagues in office. 

The Lari of Carlifk obfcrved that the noble Duke’s opinion j-qJ 
of the checks was imgatory and abfurd. 

The Houfe divided on the queftion, that this bill do pafs, 
when the numbers wTre, Contents 71 ; Not Contents 28. 

Majority foi the bill 4^. The Houfe adjout ned. 

Die Mar. itjth March. 

The order of the day for the third reading of the India De« 
pbratory bill being read, the fametwas pot and carried. 

It was then moved, that this |>iy do pafs.” 

And the queftion b^ing put, it wl.< carried in the affirmative. 

DlJJenticnU \ * 

Becaufe we objeS altogether to the yery ftyle and form of 
the prefent bill, inafmuch as it pulports to be a Declaratory 
pill of a kind as dangerous in its apj^lication as it is certainly 

^ jmufua^ 
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Viwfoaf, it> it« principle. If aft of the 

of His Majefty be clearly exprefied, any declaration of its 
lenfe ismridently unneoe&ryi if it be worded, whether from 
accid^t or deugii. In dark equivocal terms, we conceive, 
thjfli in order to do away every ambiguity, the mode moft 
op^n and candid^ in itfelf, as. well as moft regular and conform* 
able to the ufage of Parliament, would have been by a bill to 
explain and amend, and ndt to declare. And we cannot but 
behold this extraordinary bill with yet greater alarm, when it 
lias been avowed that it is intended to operate as an aft of in* 
demnity for paft meaihres not explicitly ftated. Surely it is 
a propofitiqn abfurd and monilrous on the very face of ir, to 
call upon this Houfe to declare what was and is law, fubjeft 
to provifions which ihall be. A declaration fo qualified is 
a new fpecies of bill of indemnity, which, unlike all others, 
does content itfelf with holding forth terms of proteftion 
againft the penal confequences of an illegall aft committed, 
but retrorpcftivcly alters and reverfes the nature and tfience 
of the aftion itfelf from its very origin, if certain profpeftivc 
conditions be fublcquently obferved. 

2dly. Bccaufe the preamble of the prefent hill, which mull 
be prefonied to fet forth the legal grounds of the propofed 
declaration, does not appear to us in reality to contain any 
fuch grounds. It oilers nothing more than partial and pieced 
extrafts from various feftions of the 24th of His prefent Ma- 
jefty, two of which evidently convey only general powers to 
be cxerifi^ in fuch manner as in the faid aft is dlrefted,’* 
that is, fubjeft to limitations and modifications not recited m 
the preamble; and the third of thefe extrafts, which is taken 
from the conclulion of the 1 ith foftion of the aft above men* 
tioned, is in truth part of th e claufe imperartive on the Direc* 
tors, not enabling to the CdmmilKioners ; binding the former 
to obey the orders of the latter, (that is, all fuch orders as they 
may lawfully ifliue under other parts of the aft) but not con* 
ferring on the latter any portion of diftinft power. Their 
powers, whatever they may be, muft be fought in the enabling 
rl.iufes of the aft, by which alone this imperative claufe can 
he conftrued, but of which not a trace is to be difeovered in 
^Iic preamble. 

3dly. Ilecaufe the limitations and reftralnts on the power 
of the Comniillioners, which are now impolM for the lirll 
lime in this Bill, cayry with them an imitation highly dero- 
gatory to the honour aiyd mfdom of this Iloufe ; inafmuch ns 
they imply, that in the moment when this Houfe felt 
the moft . tender ^apprelpnfions for the fafety of chartered 
rights, ar.d when th'cy werMioftanxjoufly alarmed for the coofi- 
quences of transferring ihl power and patronage of the Com- 
pany even for a time, th^ confcioufty and deliberately paft^ 
an aft, by which thofe rjglits were lobe foperfeded, and that 

^ power 
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power and patronage in eSe£t vetted in the Boehl 6f Control 
for ever, without lufficienc checks and guards to proredt the 
one, or to prevent the corrupt ufe of the other. The authors 
of thcfe limiting and reftraining claufes have left to the ma* 
jority of this Houfe no other refuge from the imputation of 
this inconiiflency^ but in an ignorance of that meaning, which 
we are now called upon to declare. 

4 thly. Becaufe, if any fucli limit.ntions and reftraints be 
indeed necellary, the provifioits of this bilf, we are perfuaded, 
muft prove nugatorj and inefEcient. 

5thly. Becaufe coupling the of theg4th of His Majefty 
with all its accumulated explanations and amendments, and 
underftandmg the powers there conferred on the Commif- 
iioners to the extent implied in the preamble and limiting 
claufes of the prefent hill, the eftabljflied by that adk, 

ill truth, reali zes all the dangers which were ever attributed to 
another iiieafure then recently rcjetflcd by this Houfe, and is 
certainly fruitful of formidable mifehiefs proper to itfelf^ 
friendly to corrupt intrigue and cabal, hoftile to all good go- 
vernment, and eljpecially abhorrent from the principles of our 
popular conttitunon. 

The patronage of the Company (and this Teems to be the 
moft ftiious terror to the people of England) the Coitimif- 
fioiiers enjoy in th*e worft mode, without that refponfibility 
which is the narural fecurity ugaiiifl malverfation and ahufe. 
They cannot immediately appoint, but they have tliat weight 
of recommendation and influence, which mull ever infeparably 
attend on fuh/lantial pow^r, and which in the preleiit cafe has 
not any wheie been attempted to he denied. 

Should this f^iii them in the Aril inflance, they can intimi- 
date and encourage; they can fupprefs the approbation and 
tlie cenfure of the Dtredl^Al-ii “bn their own fervants, they can 
fubllitute blame for praife ,and c^ife for blame, or they may 
inftantly recall whomioever the iJiredVors may appoint agninft 
their will; and this they may repeat, till they ultimately com- 
pel the Diredlors, harrnfled and over- awed, to nominate the 
man whom the Commiffioners may wifh to favour. Nor js 
this difpofal of patronage without rcrponfibility, the only evil 
tiiat cliar.i<5lerl/.es the fyftem; 'all the high [lowers and prero- 
gatives with w’hich the Commillioners are vetted, they may 
exercife invillbjy, and thus, for a period at Icaft, invade, per- 
haps in a great meafure finally baffle all political refponfibility; 
for they have a power of adminittering to their clerics and 
other officers an oath of fecrecj^ framed for the occafion by 
themfelves; and they poflefs in If. ^ India Houfe the ful'plcious 
inttrument of a Secret Commitllie, confitting only of the 
Chairman, the Deputy Chairm^, and one other Director, 
all bound to them by an oath, V hrough thefe they have feat 
an arrangement for paying ilie of the Nabob of Arcor,i 

\ bcnedcial 
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the Company, and fun- 
damentally eohtradi€lmg the plain principle of arr exprefs 
claufe in that vlfry by which their own Board was inili- 
tuted; and through thde they have concurred to trnnfinit a 
difpatcb, altered loo by themfelvea, on a fubjeft of mere trade, 
over which they profefs to difclaim all right of management. 
After fuch examples we mud confefs, that our imaginations 
cannot figure to us any defcription of bufinefs, which may 
not be iheltered behind the thick veil of the Secret Com- 
mittee; and from our part experience, relative to the fiiTi of 
thefe tran/bdtions, we are fo juJify fenfiWe of the great ad- 
vantages with which the fervants of the Crown mu A argue on 
fuch topics before an allembly conftitutionally dlipoled to a 
general confidence in tliemr, that we fhould be fanguine in- 
deed, did webutexpe£b any confidcrable check to be given to 
the poflibte mifconduA of the Board of Control, by the tears 
of a parliamentary inquiry. 

6thly. Bccaufethe operation of this bill, and of the 
the meaning of which it is to declare, ought to have been 
limited to the duration of the exiAing Charter. Whatever 
may be the right of the Legiflature to fubyetSt the trade and 
the genefral revenues of the Company to the infpeflion and 
control of the Board of Coinmiflioners, nominated by the 
Crown, fo long as the Company continue in the enjoyment 
of an excluAve trade, and in the management of great 
territorial revenues, we muA, however, maintain, that tr> 
perpetuate fuch infpedlion, and to render the fignatures of 
that Board necefiary to all the Company’s difpatches of every 
kind, when they may carry on their traile merely a Commer- 
cial Corporation, without any monopoly, and when they 
may remain in the management only of their own proper 
eAates, is a mcafurc of injuAioeuiB^holly unprecedented, and 
an example liable to much reafonablejealoufy in a commercial 
country like Great Bntain® 

On all ihele grounds of oh'jeflion; to the Ayle and form 
of the bill, as n IDecIaratorv bill; to the incongruities, ahfur- 
dicies, and deficiencies of the bill itfelf; to much of the prin- 
ciple, and' to all the diAinguiAiing charad^^^rs of the fyAem 
which it is meant to declare, ns well as to the perpetual oper- 
ation which it gives to that fyilem, wc think it incumbent 
upon us, hero foleninly on rhe fournals of Parliamenr, to re- 
cord oqr hearty dilFcnt for the f’atisfadlion of our confciences, 
and forourjuAification to our fellow-citizens, and to poAcrity. 

Portland, SANOj^cn, Bedford, 

Carlisle, jQi^ozmondelky Loughborough, 
Dr.vo^sHiRR, Pdwiii Fitzwilliam, 

P|>{LTCURSRBltS GARUIfF, SCARBOROUGH, 

CravI Buckinghamshire 

Dljfftihm foT the firAjfeafon only, Hay. JVedncJJay^ 
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JVcdnefdtiy^ tf Apiih 

The Earl of /ibluydon profonteil a petition from the pti- r.nl(»f 
foncrs confuiecl for dtin in Oxford gaol, and tlie fame being 
lead, was ordered to lie on the tabic. 

Hi S' Lordlhip introduced the petition with the following 
fpeech ; 

My r.ORDS, 

The paper wliich I have in mv hand is a Petition from 
Dt htors confined in tin? Gaol of in confef|ucnce 

of the bill now pending before your Louliliips fur the lelief 
of [nlol\ent Debtors. If came to me frotn Loid WVnman, 
one ol tlie Members foi the county, to whom it was Iranf- 
rnitled* and it is at his defirc that I prelent it to yuur Lord- 
ilnps. IJut, my f.ords, in tloing this, 1 miiil aj>prifc your 
Lotdlhips, that it is without any intenticMi on my part to 
give my iufliageor lupport to the bill, to which this jictition 
refers, nor, indeed, to any oth( r hill that fhnll come heforo 
this Houle imdtT the fame circumllances, ami in the fame 
ijueftior.ahle lhape tliat this docs. For, my Louis, whatever 
rcfpec^l: 1 may have, foi the abilities cf noble Lords, and 
particulaily lor thoie of the noble f.oul who is the author I'f 
this hill, there is, in tlu* invelligarion ot tlie iuhj^cLmatl* r of 
it, fuch an infinite degree of profeflion.d knovvl(‘dge in llr; 
laws of the land rctjuired, as to make me doubt at l» al) ol ih'* 
propiicty of a meafurc that has not had this laiulmn tor iis 
lecommendaticMi. And th( icfore, my Lords, until i /h.dl lec 
the noble Lord cn the Woollack, willi the rcil ol the Law 
Lords of this Houfe, calling for the allidaiK -• of the Judges 
ot tl'ie land, and all united m m.d.mg fo great an altiMlioii 
in tlic laws and cudoins, nay, I will fay m t!ie very confh- 
t'ltion of the country ; my .dlent mulL he wilh-hcld to any 
other proceeding dideiing in delcii^lion fioin this. 

Til;: Houle adjourned, 

"JluijlLy, lyJ) 

Xo mateiial debate occuricd. 

I'ridiAVf iSth y^pr:l. 

Earl pe moved, that the rt port of thr Committee f.m1 

might be takm into conlideration. 'I he lame was read, to Siai.l.oj'*, 
gether with the flandmg ordeis. l*he amemlmMits j)ropohd, 
an 1 which conftiluted tlu; report, were to introduce hehmtl 
the Throne liie fons of Scots Per t^. E ml Sr .1 hope laid, that 
an idle report had gone forth, that the ohp c^l of Ins motion 
was, to exclude every perfon out of the Hoiife, even Members 
o* the Commons. It was true, (he added) that the flridt and 
literal mearfmg of the* (landing orders were to that t fle£l ; hut, 
furcly, his principles in favour of a communication of iVn- 
VoL.XXlV, Yy limenl 
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timent, fo far as it was compatible with the refpediduc the dig- 
nity of the Houfe, were fo well known, that he was furprized 
how any perfon could entertain an idea, that he could wifli to 
break ofF the freedom of accefs and communication between 
the two Houfcs. His Lordfliip, then, explained the purport 
of bis aiiiendment to the {landing order, and moved that it 
uiiglit he filtered upon the roll ot handing orders. 

Unkcof ■] J)uke of Kotjllk innvtd another amendment in favour 
Norhjlk. cjualihed to vote, becaufe they Rood 

under the prcdicamfiit of a non-conformity 10 the Church 
eftahliflimMit. lie was vciy happy to liear, that the noble 
Kail had no intention to interrupt the mutual accommodation 
l)i*tw(*en the two I louies. 

The Irjfil "1 he L(>ui (juwcillot obferved, that if any Impropriety or 
Chjnallvr. irregularity luofe Iroin the admillion ot Grangers, tlie remedy 
n ts always ill ilieir own hands, as tlie Handing orders could 
always be moved to be put in force, whenever any ot tlie 
nolile Loids law the neceility tor doing fo — at prefent he favv 
no reafon to ccMuplain; the principal officers and the door- 
kc^epers liad dont* ilieir duty with liriiSf propriety, and the har 
hail Ikcii kept witli the IhivMeft order and decorum. A few 
other collotjuial obfervations were diopped, and Earl Sian- 
ho|)e’s motion was caincd without a diviliom The wlichM^t 
the {landing orders weu*, ofrouire, re-enlcied upon tlie roll, 
with 1‘irnl Stanhope's amendments. 

The order of tlie day was read, muI the Duke of Athol 
moved to call in counfel to he heard on the merits of the 
th;6lion of Scotch Peers. 

I ra Lord Loir^/ 1 ’ .} Ji'ji.h recapitulated the former proceedings, 
l.ou;'i.i)o- Qbjj^rved, that as the cale was .tfready doled on the return, 
coiinfcl could not now be called on the meiits without regular 
notice, and an order of the Houfe for that purpofe. 

He funimed up the aiguments of the counfti, and faid, that 
:;s nothing had been advanced in fupport of Anderlon’s claim 
to the title of Lord Ruihei fdrd, their Lordfhips could have no 
doubt that ho bad no li'dit to vote, and that the Lord Re- 
glfter’s Clerks o\igIu ntii to have received the lilts hgned by 
him. 'I heir l.ouilliips bad beaul that he claimed as being 
defeended troni tlie aunt David Drury, to whom tlie Houle 
in 1762 had given farther time to make good his claim to the 
title of Ruthti'foul, and had made an order that until he did 
fo, no pfifon fliould he allowed to vote at the of 

Scots peers by the title ot Rutherford. This order was bind- 
ing on the f^ord Regillcr and his deputies, and in admitting 
the vote of Anilerlbn, they had been guilty of a breach of the 
privileges of the Houfe. 

He had three motions which he intended to make. 

FirlL ITat the vote of Rutherford ought to be fificken off 
the poll, and the return amended. 

adly. 
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2Jly> That the Lord Regifter’s deputies ought to have con- 
foriuod to their Lordfhips’ order of 1762, and not have re- 
ceived it. 

3dly, That they fhould he called to the bar and reprimand- 
ed f(^r having difobejed tliat order. 

On the legality of the vote it \vn<; iinnecefTiry to fay any 
thing, as nothing had been advanced in iupport of il. In 
behalf ot the regilicr cleiks it luul been argiicd by their coun:M 
tliat they were merely minilirrial and not judicial officeis; 
that they were not obliged to know of the ordei of 17^2, nor 
bound hy it if they did and that they mult receive .ind uvoiJ 
the vote of any pcrl'on claiming a righr tc^ vote under any 
title on tlie roil, or of twenty perfons claiming under the 
fame title. But this was a doi^.rine too abfurd li) he enter- 
tained. They w(*re hound by the order I7f>:>, and were as 
much the b rvanls of iluur Lordfhips in calcs <>f clcclion, as 
Sheriffs were of the lloufe of Coir.mons •, aiul they had on 
alinoll all former occalioir; ai^-dcd judicial Iv, of wliieh he could 
produce many inftanccs. Were tlu-y not to he confideied in 
this point of view, any perfon wh.it(*vei, v\Ln a portii fioin 
the ltiv»*t, might he admitted to vote fV.r the Reprefentati><. s 
of the Scots ]\rrage, and theie might he, not one 01 two, but 
Ijxteen, fallc rt turns made at one tiim*, wliich f ouM only bt? 
corrodfed hy petition to their l.oi*dlhtp“. W'ln* tlr v it) be 
fulfcred to vviong wutli impunity, un.! m tli-: plei ih.it they 
adled minilierially, they might return whom they pleaied, 
and i' jert wiroin ilrey pleafed. 

He ct ncluded with tnpvinghis firft rrfjlution. 

The Lo}ti Cl'ioLiHor faid, the Duke of Athol’s motion muft Tlir I- m.i 
full hcdilpufed of; although he did not fee how counlel could ' 
be called in after tiie cale waS doled. 

i.ord C(Hh:«rt remarked that he had proceeded by the clif- J ^i.I 
cretion of the Houfe, and it would be contrary to juillce to ^ 
decide on hearing 01.' y one fide of lire (jueflion. Whal'.vf r 
might be the file of Lord Rutherford’s vole, the right of Loid 
Colville's ought to be tried before their Lordflii])S came to a 
decifion. 

'fills produced a defultory converfation on the proper mode 
of procreihng, and it was at length, on tli'- fuggelfion of Kail 
Stanliope, agreed that thepradtice of the Houle of Commons, 
in fimilar cales, fliould he followed, viz. to decide firft on 
the return, and afterwards on the merits. "J'he Duke of 
Athol withdrew his motion, and Lord Loughhorougli’s was 
put with feme alteration. 

L'a d Chancellor faid that, in his opinion, the vote of Tlie T-^rd 
Rutheiford did not relate to the return, hut to the merits. It Chancellor- 
did not appear whether Anderfon claimed under Drury, or 
under a claim diffin^f fromhis ; and he doubted whether their 
Lordfliips could make fuch an order as that of 1762. He did 

Y y 2 not 
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not mean to fay that any thing was phyfically impoffible t 
an aflembly, over which there was no control, and again ft 
wliofc decifions there was no appeal. All he meant was, that 
an order to bar the rights of any individual, could be made 
only by an affumption of power, not by any conftitutional 
exercile of authority. He controverted l.oid Loughborough’s 
cloftrine with regard to the duty of the regifter clerks, and re- 
peated what he had advanced on a fonner occalion, that it 
vCouId be for the lionourand advantage of the hcots IVerage to 
have all doubtful claims fettled by the Court of Scirion, lub- 
jeft to the review of the Houfe of f-.ords. 

ff there was any one principle to he mure liighly prized, or 
more carefully gu.irdcd in a free government than any other, 
it was, tliat a court poireihng onginab ihould not cxercife 
final jurildidhon ; and that a court ('X^rciling final, fJiould 
not p^dfols original junfili»51ion. The original jui ifd'clion e\- 
erciU'il by llieir Lordfhips Irad Ipi ung fro^n their care of their 
]irivileges, and they ought to be cautious how they extended 
it. 

Lord Si'jtm'JU ohferved, that the Peers of Scotland poflt^fled 
Siouiiont. all the |)i i\ ill ch llieir Lordfliips enjoyf*d, exct pt the 

moll valuable oit(', that of an henditarv lent in Pirlniix'iir 
and he tiuiled tlic Houb* wruld lu't i< nd them to ellnblifli 
thi-ir titles luhuo an infenor tiihunal. Their l.oullhips 
were fcalcvl on llio jerene fummit which 

l\ir ViUti c'ticiiliunt nubila ti’miis 
j [I pet u n : ■ ■ ■ 

And he conjured tin m not to facrifice tliofe who weie placed 
biMieith them in the vale, to haidfhips uhicli thev themfelvcs 
were notexpofed to fuilcr, nor to reduce them to the neceflity 
ol coiirtln ; ilic favour, or contending with the capiici^s of re- 
gillcT clt iks. 

Lail R uhior and Karl Morton oppofed the refolulion. 

Lord Klnnaird fnppoited it. 

The lloul 'divulid; Contents, 25; Not contents, iS^ 

LordCathcait c<M'lvi|ucnl!y loft his I’cat. 

The I Ivmle r.J’omr.d, 

No debate t'’ok place until 
// CLiKt'fdayy 

Wljen Loid 7\/ -O i/u 7 moved, That the petitions on fLi 
Ku.uiiici. ^^Tdion might he deferred to a morediihnt day 

‘‘ than the next enfuing Fiiday, becaufe the Eail of Dumfrif s 
“ v/iihin thatfpnce, would not have a convenient tmu* toat'^ 
“ vile with Ins counfel.” His Lord/liip did not \m/1i to pro- 
but onlvdefired an inJiilgence till Monday, 
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Tiie Chancellor was willing that a proper perioJ (liouKl The LorJ 
be given to every one, to defend his claim ; but he thouglit Cluncdl«r 
that a fufiicient fpace had been allowed ahead y. The prclent 
cjuellion had been adjourned frointtime to lime, and proper 
opportunities had anien for providing every neceilary inftriic- 
tioii for counfe!, Befides, he faw feveral Lords in llieir plact'S 
whoh.'.J elpoL.fjd ihecaufeof thi* Kail ot JXiinfries, and fiif- 
fered Friday next to be named without 9 hje(flion. J'he Houfe 
was now very thin, and he hoped the noble Loi J would not 
prefs his motion at this inlUnt. 

A tew words p.iflrd in convcifation between Lord Longh- 
beiougii, tlui Chancellor, and Lord Kmn.tiul ; when the mo- 
tion was withdiiawn. 

The Kail Hopetoun prelentfd a petition from Loid Col- 
ville ot C)clulirtr', praying, “ 1 bar he mii;ht he accjuaintej 

u .th tile of objection to Ins vole, in order that lie 

“ m.gV.t b(‘ guarded againll the allacL upon bis title, and that 
“ he might In.' enabled to meet it witli tbe piepaiaiion that 
“ \f leijuiied,” 

'riie peiifion was ordered to be placed upon the tabic. 

'/‘lie [fuiif • .nl'OUrne<l. 

No debate occuin d until 

I’) i !(r,\ 2^th^:/olL 

The order of the day l e-ng rend for taking info ronndern- 
I on tl'.e jetitions of the Lail of Dumlrjcs, J.ord Cathcait, 
and I / r-l C^dville, 

J.oid liopeiouri prefenlrc^ a petition in h"hnlf of Loid Col- 
vilh*, w hole \ole was ol/)e£led to hv la^rd C’alhc.iit, pinvnig 
that llie Houle would order Lord Calhc.irt to ihite his f>hi»c- 
tions ro tlic sole particularly, and not in the and loole 

inaniv r his Lordlhifihad objcfled to it, and on iucli ol)jf*(^hons 
being made, the petition pi a) cd that lufilcient time might be 
allowed to Loid Colvilie to confult with his counlel, and give 
in an aiiLver. 

The L:td ChaKccU r fuggeflcd the propriety of ralh'^r pro- T iv 
ceeding to the order ot the day, tlian receiving the pet i: ion, Clu. ^ 'lor. 
which he hoped their Lordfliips would at that time lejefh 

'J'he order of the day being read for farilur proreeilmg on 
the Scotcli tle£lir»n, couniel weie calKd to the bar in lupport 
of and againfl the vote ot LorJ Colville. 

Mr. Anfliuthcr proceeding in favour of Lord Colville, 

Lord Khinaird role, and moved, “ 'Pliat the counfel with- LoiJ 
“ draw;” and being wilhdiawn, a long converfation took KmnairJ. 
place, in which the Loid Chancellor, the Duke of Athol, 

Lords Loughborougli, Hawkelbury, and St'dney, fpoke in 
favour of the counfel proceeding: the Lords Ho]»etoun, Kin- 
naird, Stanhope, and Radnor, were againft their proceeding. 

Lord 
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Lord then moved, That it is not necelTary that 

** the ohjedt ions intcndea to be made to the vote ot Lord 

Colville, be farther fpecifieti before the hearing of the peti- 
“ tion of Willi-.m Shaw Lord Cathcart.” 

The previous queltion was put, ** That the faid queflion be 

now put.” It was rrfolvcd in the negative. 

*1 he Houfe adjourned. 

Monday^ 2 8 /A Jlprlh 

Mr. Anllruther was heard in fupport of the vote of Loi«! 
Colville, who gave his luffrnge at the late el<=£l:on in favour 
of the Eailof Dumtiies. As Mr. Anlttutlier was proceeding 
in his defence of ihe vote, the Lord Cliaiuellor put a cliredk 
Cjueilioii to him ivrpeiSting the branch ot conlani^uinJiv under 
which the voter clainitd bis right ot voting. No ilirtcl or fi- 
!isfa£Vory anfwer being given, and the Houfe being tansfiecl, 
the (jiK flion was put that the vote ot Lord Colville be reject- 
ed —Ordered. 

By this determination. Lord Cathcart was again declared 
duly elefleJ. 

'riie Houfe adjourned. 

1‘he next malctial dr! ate occurred on 

A^onduyy ^th Afay^ 

Lord Ra'ivdcf? rifing, exprelfed Ins concern that the bill 
wliich he had the honour to introduce lor the relief of mfoL 
vent debtors, which then flood for tht* Iccoiul reading tiii^ day, 
had been poAponed, in his abfence, to Monday the 191)1; a 
day on which, in all probability, as an inllallar;on wasexpec^U 
ed to take place, there would not be that full attendance of 
the Peers, which the magnitude of the bill required, inde- 
pendent of the harcifhiparifing from tbe delay to a large num- 
ber of meriiorious, although untortunate, men, who anxioufly 
hoped tbe bumanity ot their Lordfliips would fpeedily li’otrate 
tlicm from impnlonmciu and didrefs, to liberty and the 
means of obraining fuppfTt. He therefore trufted, that, on 
the day now fixed, the bill would be read tbe fecond time, 
without any attempts, in the interval, to adjourn it. T hat 
the Houfe might, in foriie meafuie, judge of the hardfhips un- 
der which this defcription of perfons laboured, lie prelcnted a 
petition from the debtors confined in Newgate, and flated fome 
of the allegations contained in it. 

I'he petition was ordered 10 lie upon the table. 

The order of the day was then read, and the Houfe refolved 
itfelf into a Committee, on the bill for the regulation of places 
of public entertainments ; to which a claufe was annexed in 
favour of Sadler’s Wells. 

Lord Hawke took his feat at the table, and counfel w^ere 
called to the bar; Mr. Erikine, for Aitlcy’:, Royal Grove; 

Mr. . 
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Mr. Philips, for the Circus ; and Mr. Garrow, for the Roy- 
alty Theatre; in fupport of the leveral petitions prcfented, 
praying to have the fame indulgences as thofe granted to Sad- 
ler’s Wells. Mr. Shepherd, for the proprietors of the Wells, 
replied. Mr. King, of Drury- lane theatre, and Mr. Lloyd, 
were examined in favour of the claim of the Wells, and Mr. 

Aftley, the younger, for that of his father. 

Counfel having withdrawn, the farther proceedings were 
podponed to the hrft Monday after the recels. 

The Duke of Korfoik moved, “ That the bill for licenfmg 
“ a theatre at Brighthelmftone be now read.” He flated,#fNu»tu;k. 
that there was not the leall oppolition to the bill from any 
quarter, nor could the eftablilhing a theatre in that town prove 
of theleaA injury, the place heing merely a refort in the fuin- 
mer months for perfonsof fnrtnnn, .and not a conilant refi- 
dence for any mnnufafturers, whom public entertainments 
might eflrange from the purhutj of induliry. The pafiing of 
the hill would therefore be a dclirable objeft to both refidents 
and vifitors. 

The Lord Chancellor wiflied the noble Duke to fufpend his T 
motion, and proft Hed himfelf averfe to partial licenfes. |„ 
general, it had been too often the cafe, that perfons of pro- 
perty and influence had, through thefe means, obtained ex- 
clufivc lights, highly injurious to thofe whole enlertainincnts 
if not fupenor, had at hull equal merit and morality. The 
publichad often wondered .it ihcrecircumllanccs, whicli feemed 
to im|K;ach the juAice of our laws. If a theatM' vv.is necefl;iry 
for the good of a town, and the arnufcnif nt of its frequenters, 
the JuAices of tlie Peace for the county, or a in.ijoriiy of them 
at the quarter ftfrions, wefe the In A judges of ih.nt neceflTitv, 
and of the proper perfon on whom the liccnle* fliouUl be bc- 
Aowed. 

I he Duke of AV/i/i.’ remark^*d, that tlie maglArates not T)«VeoF 
having that power, the perfons who had ercvSled the theatre 
had noothcr mode than applying to Parliament. 7'hey were 
anxious for their I^orclfliips’ decifion ; in their prefent uncer- 
tainly, It was impoffible they could make engagements, or 
take any other Aeps for opening, llii^ feafon, a playboufe at 
Bright Ik Imflone, whicli that town had as much right to as 
the cities of York or Edinburgh, 

1 he Lord Chancellor explained, and laid, that fince he en- Tl.i; Lord 
teretl thcllotile, he underAood it was the intention of a noble 
Lord (Radnor) to introduce a bill, wdiich, in fome meafure, 
agreed with the idea he had thrown out, and he wiflied the 
noble Duke at prefent not to prtfs the fecond reading. 

Lord Radnor faid a few words againA the fccond reading at 
this time. ^ 

The Duke accordingly withdrew bis motion. 

Lord 
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Lord Radnor then brought in a bill for explaining and 
amending the aflis of George the Second, relative to ftage en- 
tertainments, and to impower the magidrates of counties, 
under certain reilriiSlions, to grant iicenfes ; virhich was read 
the fit /I time. 

The Houle adjourned. 

No point of importance fufficicnt to make it neceflary for 
us to trelpafs upon the tinieol our readers, took place, until 

Monday^ j (j/A May. 

The order of ihc day hcing read, the llotjfe refolved itfcif 
into a Ounmittce, Loid ScarUalc in the chair. 

Thrr.arlof Eailot Sandivhh moved, “ 'I Iiat evidence he called to 

Sandwuli. the bar to prove the expenditure of Sadler’s Wells,” He 
remarked, that, in a former llagc of the hufmefs, when evi- 
dence had been adduced relative to the (urns laid out on other 
places of public entertainment, the pro[»rietors of the Wells, 
not knowing that iuch proofs weie necelliiry, attended unpre- 
pared in this parti* ular. 

1 he Lord Chance llor was agalnll hearing farther evidence. 
T his brought on a conv' rlalion between tlje two noble Peers ; 
the Lord Chaiict llor, at leiigtli, waved bis objeftion, and Mr, 
Arnold was c.illcd to tli • h.n, who proved, that fince the year 
1764, the proprietors had cNp'mdcd iitty-five thoul’aiul pounds, 
exclulive of the lalarus paul to performers. The evidence 
being withdrawn, the clerk jrroceeded to read the bill, claul’e 
by claufe, until he came to t!rat which limits the performance 
of certain fpecios of cnteitainments only to Sadler’s W^ells. 

1.pri\ LcrdChanccHoi c»bl<M vcd, thht even from the flight 

Cliariwlloi. attention which he li.ul paid to tire hill, its operations appear- 
ed in fo opprcffive a point of view, that he fhould, from puie 
principles of iullicc, rno\e fome ameirdmcnts. The bill, as 
it now' flood, would entirely prevent the perlorniance of fimi- 
lar entertainments at oilur places of public rerfort. This was 
a monopoly by no me.»ui., m his op nion, reconcileable to 
reafon and e^juity. !r \v..'i true, tire evidence had proved the 
expenditure of htty-li\ r ibouland pounds in twenty-tour years, 
but this was notiring more tiiaii tl^’ wear and tear of a theatre; 
fccncswould decay, and diclf s grow old. If, laid his Lord- 
fhip, I am wrong, I am certain I lhall be correfted by two 
noble Peers in my eye, (Duke *of Richmond and Lord Derby) 
who have Irad Lime little leaions to be heller informed on 
thef'c liihjcdls than 1 can pretend to l>e. The Chancellor con- 
tinuing Ins remarks, profeiled himfelf a friend to the rights 
and propertv of the Royal I heatres, but could by no means 
think that the patentees would receive a greater injury from 
the Royalty, Aflie/s, or the Circus* under proper reftric- 
tions, than from hadler’s W'ells, whofe proprietors now came 
forwaid with the uioJcil plea of being the oldeil ofienders 

againft 
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arainft the law, in order to indu^ their Lordfliips to ponilh 
the junior criminals, and rew;^d them for their veteran cdn« 
tumacy. The Chancellor hinted, that the proper mode would 
have been to bring in a bill to enable his MajeAy to exercite 
his authority out of the Royal refidence ; but perhaps it was 
going rather too far to clrcumfcribe places of entertainment, 
which this bill did within the very diAri£l of the palace. His 
Lordlhip then moved, that the indulgenciet contained in the 
bill, Aiould extend to all thofe places of public entertaiiiinent, 
licenfcd by the Magillrates, under the 25th of George li. 

Lord Hopetoun faid a few words in favour of the amend« 
ment. 

Lord SandwUh wiAicd the bill to go tBrough the Commit* , 
lee in its preltni torni, and then the other places would have 
an opportunity o( bringing forward their pretenfiuiis. Hede- 
clared that he did not wifli to prefs this propoGcion, if the 
fenfe of the Houfe was ngainft it. 

The Lord Chancellor then madefevetal motions and amend* 
ments. 

The Marquis of Carmarthen moved, ** That after tlic ma* Msquli f4 
girt rates, the words ** of the county and liberties,’^ be add* 

** ed,” in order to include the Royalty theatre. ' 

T he Duke of Richmond introduced a claufeto prevent the 
fnie of wines or fpirituous liquors, &c* in any of the placed to 
which the bill '.extended. 

All which tvere agreed to, %vithout a divifion, and the bill 
ordered to be reported. 

The Houfe adjourned. ^ 

Friday^ 2^^ Alcy% ♦ 

When the Houfe refolved itfelf into a Committee, Lord 
Hawke in the chair. 

Lord Fitzranlliam A.iteJ, that as the Play*houfc bill now Lora 
Aood, particular liberties would he deprived of the privilege f’hz^uiiam 
of having theatrical reprefentations fiom the circuihrtance 
of the licenfes being to be granted by the inagiArates 0/ the 
county only* He mentioned Peterborough, 111 which the 
county magirtrates had ho authority, and of courfe without 
lome alteration, however ardent their wilhes might l)e to en^ 
jov the rational amufementof a theatre, they would be difap« 
pointed. 

A defultory converf^tion then took place, in which the 
puke of Norfolk, the Lord Chancellor, Lord Sandwich, and 
Lord Radnor, (poke feveral times* 

Lord Fitxwihiam then moved an amendment fbt the infer* 
lion of the words liberties and diftritti^ after countiesi which 
was agreetl to« 

Several other amenudients were propofed and cartied, on 
one of which a dlvifioo took place for ^rtHniDg the diAanee 
Vou XXIV* ^ mcotiOfied 
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mentioned in the hill between the fcveral theatres, from ten 
to^cight miles; the' aumbers were 

Contents 17, Not Contents 9. Majority 8. 

The Houfe was immediately refumed. 

Lord Rowdon rofe and faid, that in the prefent llage of the 
huiinefs he (hould content himfelf by merely moving, that 
the Infolvent Debtors bill he committed* 

The Lord Chancellor obje 61 ed to the commitment. He 
had trufted that before the Houfe had'been called on for that 
purpofe, the noble Lord would have flatej fully the nature 
and tendency of the bill. — He could not but lament the want 
of this neceil'ary information, for, of all the produdlions he 
had ever read, the prefent one was the moil vague, looi'e, and 
unintelligible compound of blunders and abfurditics. He was 
certain, it did not originate with Hie noble Lord, but had 
been drawn up by fome intereiled perfon, who had impofed 
on his known humanity and love of judice. Bills of this 
defeription were, at all times, objedls which required the 
mod fcrupulous invedigation; the Houfe had yearly witned'ed 
indances of their being iuhmitted to their judgement, ami with 
much propriety, in hh opinion, had rejefted them. The 
prefent hill embraced objedls of larger fcale; it went to over- 
turn, in a great meafure, thofe laws which our ancedors had 
thought prudent to continue from the time of William the 
Conqueror to the prefent period. 

The Lord Chancellor then endeavoured to dicw the ineffi- 
cacy ot lever al parts of the l)ill, and aflerted that it would 
give adilitional latitude to wicked and defigning men, to prey 
upon the ^oneft and indudnous part of the community, for, 
fuch were the general tenets of the priibn per Tons, who, 
fpeaking in the milded terms, ^ — ran into debt at the time 
when they were confeious they had not the means of payment; 
or, if they h.idy would rather expend their property in the 
purlieus of the Bench or Fleer, then fatisfy the jud demands 
of iheir creditors; — Ihefe were the men whom their Lord- 
Ihips were now called upon to liberate, and, once more to 
alFord them opportunities of plunging into iheir iiernicious 
courles— It might be faid that this was a hardi judgement on 
a confideralile number of people, but he feared that it was but 
too jud. — Could the noble Lord point out five men, who; 
after finding ihemfelves embarrafled in their circumdances, 
through the extravagances of country-houfes, horfes, car- 
riages, and the long train of improper diflipation, had, volurr- 
tardy, given them up, and defeended to the trads of 
'^diduous indudry, to do judlce to rhofe whom they had in- 
;fured. If fudi diai*a£fers could he pointed out, he would 
rather that a dozen fwindlers efcape, than that loch men 
Aiotiid fuder fora moment; but wh.ld the prifons continued 
in the prefeiu m.mner, lie fqund that little good would be an- 
* ^ fwered 
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fwered by palling the infolvent bills. That which was ineant 
for a punifhmeDt for improper condud, ceafed to retain its 
nature. It was his wifh to make infolvent bills anfwer the 
original intention, and then the numbers within the walls 
would bear but a tmail proportion to what they now dp.~It 
had long been the cuAom, whenever an infolvent bill was 
pending, for perfons, by means of fome friend, to fling them* 
felves into prifon, in order to be white-wafhed, in order to 
defraud their juft creditors. The bill brought in by the noble 
Lord, from the motle^ in which they were to obtain their 
liberation, woul(\ give them an additional opportunity of 
effecfling thh by fuch a mode of giving the public notice, and 
by the power of difcharge refling with the magi ll rates, who 
W( re incompetent to fuch a talk. — Under this bill, thole who 
had been guilty of the greateft hreaclies of trufl might be 
cleared, wlnlfl a claufe particulaily prevented the liberation 
of thofe iinpriforcd forverdifls ol^tained on libels. Was this 
juflice ? wras tins equity? the Chancellor concluded, by de- 
claring he fliouKI vote againfl the commitment. 

Lord Rawdzn declared that he was aftonilhed that the noble l ord ’ 
and learned Lord Ihould want farther inlormation, after llie 
full manner in which he had detailed the objtdls of the hill dur- 
ing its firft introduiSion, He appealed to the Lords prefc-nt 
at that time, if the affertion was not founded. The bill might 
he loofe, vague, unintelli‘;il'le. and replete with blunders and 
abfurdilies, bui he little exj>ecicvl to have heard ihefc* circum- 
ftances uiged againfl it; he {hould rather have thought it 
would have been an ohjedl of recommendation, after ilie vari- 
ous inftances Adiiiiniftrafion had given in their own produc- 
tions; htfides if it really the fa£t, in the couric of iho 
next feflion, it would give them the pleafing opportunity of 
bringing forward their darling object, a declaratory l>ill» to 
conflrue its plain and obvious intention, into what it never 
meant to effedl. Lord Kawdon declan d himfelf pcrfdlly 
fatisfled with the abilities of the gentlernaii who dr* w the hill. 

He could by no means fubferibe to tlie learned Lours afF rtion, 
that imprifonment for debt had exifled from the time of 
William the Conqueror. In the days of Edward the hirfl, it 
only extended to bailifls, who purloined the revenus of their 
Lords, and was farther extended in the reign of Edward the 
Third, but then not until after execution liad been otuained. 

So far from aflifling unprincipled men, it was his intention, m 
fome degree, to flop that unbounded credit wliicli was too 
promifcuoully given. Trade had, in faft, deg#^n, rated into 
gambling, tfadefmen gave credit to tliofe wlio had no juft 
right to expe^ it, and indemnified their lofles^ by exorbitant 
charges on th6fe who could pay. By deis conduM many un- 
thinking young men were early. involved in extreme difficul- 
ties from which they could never after extricate theinlctves. 

Z z 2 The 
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Tlie learned Lord had indeed drawn a dark pidure of the un- 
foftunate inhabitants of prifons; hut, furely, its truth would 
not he aflented to, when it was confidered, that many of them 
were oflicers who had bravely fought the battles of their 
country, and, on the conclufion of the war, were reduced on 
a fcanty pittance, unequal to fupport, with common decency, 
theirrank in life, and obliged to refide in this expeniive capital, 
in order to folicit a reiniintemeiu to that rank which, per* 
hap?, they had experded the whole of their little fortunes in 
originally purchafing. 'fhe American loyalirts formed no 
(mail p.irt of the perlons intended to be relieved, tliefe had 
reduced themfelves to their prefent lamentable fituation, by 
their firm attachment to this country ; and whilf}, for certain 
purpofes, the Minifter was boailing of yearly furplulTes, the 
juft rights of ihofe two-deferiptions of meritorious fubjedls 
wercfh.'imefully withholden ; under this diftrefs, they had con- 
trafled debts without the probability of paying,— -but, they 
and their fimilies mu ft eat; from the lift on the table delivered 
by the Ma fhal of the King*s Bench, ir appeared that few, if 
any, of thole tiitndly artifts to which the learned Lord allud- 
fd, bad taken place on the introduction of tins bill. It w*ould 
fully nniwer the dt fired purpofe by liberjling the really 
unfortunate debtor only. 1 he obif«;‘lion ftarted, that magif- 
% rates weie not conijietent to deciilf* between debtor and 
creditor, was futile in iheextreme. The law already allowed 
them to determine in cafes of felony, and, furely, inveftigat-, 
. ing accounts, and doing juftlce between two parties, was not 
refer ing thrit to them which they were not fully able to decide. 
Indeed, nodx^dy of perfons merited more confidence upon the 
ground of either intelligence or property, or would be Jefs 
liable to improper conduct, cither from ignorant or interefted 
motives. \Vh»M) he had the honour to introduce .m infolvent 
bill laft year into that Houfe, in conjundtion with the noble 
Duke (of Norb'lk) the liberation of perfons in executions lor 
hbels, was made one ground of objeffion ; now, that being 
done away l>y a claufe in the prefent bill, feems to be equally 
exceptionable. — Ho trufted that he had anfwered the noblo 
and Itarncd Lord to the convi^Sfion of the Houfe, and that the 
bill would be fuHi ied to go to the Committee, where it might 
be altered and amended, to meet the views of their Lordfhips— » 
to advance the caufc of humanity, and to reftore to the coiQ'* 
munity many ufeful and delerving members of fociety. 

'Hie Earl of rofe, and (poke as follows ; 

My Lords, 

Kwlof I do not rife to enter into the fubjedlt matter of this bill; 

Abmgdon. j before Hated my objeflfons to it, and have given my 
reafons w hy it ought ftot to be entered into at all. But, my 
Lords, admitting, for a moment, the neceflity and propnety 
of the naeafure, in my humble opinion, the noble author of 

it 
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it has begun at the wrong end of the bufinefs ; and infomuclt 
fo as to defeat the very objeS of his own good intentions. 
For, my Lords, what is the objeft of the bill? It is for 
the relief of infolvent debtors, and of bankrupts, in cer- 
“ tain cafes.” — And how is this relief propofed to be ot>- 
tained ? It is to be obtained by drawling, as it would feem, 
the lines of parity and juftice betwixt the two parties of 
debtor and creditor. Bur, my Lords, does the grievance lie 
here alone; and is it only here that relief mud be had? 
No, no, ifiy Lord<?, there is another end to this bufinefs; 
and which, uiilels in the point of order, w'ill render 
wli.it is now before us luji in point of utility. Let the noble 
uiitlior, then, my Lords ttf this hill, hegiii^ and 1 Will fe- 
coml him, not with the /au^y liut w^th the liywytrs. My 
Lords, I beg pardon for calling the defeription of men to 
whom I allude by that rt fpcdahle name. The title no more 
than the thing jtfelf appertain to them. The right ufe of 
the law is that W'hich belongs to a lawyer; but it is upon the 
Jnije of tlie law that rhefe vermin feid. 1 fay, tlien, my 
J.ords, lf:t us begin wltli thofe //r< ;//u/ robbers, thoh kgoUftd 
pickpockets, the fittijogglng attornia of this country, wdio, 
like loctifts, have now fo multiplied and bveifpread the hand, 
that every individual feels, and cannot help to feci, the hitter 
eh’ iJIs ot their all-dcvouring rapacity. Nly I-,or(is, I fpealc 
to the knowledge, I fpeak to the feelings, ot your Lordihips. 
f or niyfelf, I Ipeak from my own experience, t^ yperso orJe 
Rifl*fr:o)y an experience, from which, it is true, I have 
Icaiiit a leflbn of wifdcm^ but it is a leflbn winch I did not 
iearn without having very fufliciently paid for it. Here, 
then, my Lord.s, is the pincipium Ist /ok Let the noble 
Lord look to thefe men. Let the rc»d of Juftice !it/h tliem 
into fomc order and regulation; and, having laid the riftraints 
upon them, under which they ought to be, and miift be 
(fooper or later) placed, I will take upon me to udl the no- 
ble Lord, that more than o.ne half of his work is done: 
that his account of debtor and creditor is nearly balanced. 
For, my Loi*ds, is it the creditor that imprifons the debtor ? 
No, roy Lords, it is tlie attorney. — And how? The deb- 
tor owes the creditor forty (hillings, and he is clapped into 
prifon for f Tiy pounds ; and perhaps the creditor along with 
him. — And whence docs this arife } Look to the attorney's 
hill, which, like a two-edged fword, is made fo dexteroufly 
to cut on both (ide<:, that the creditor who gains liis fuit is 
uftentimes no better off than the debtor who lofes it; and 
thus are two imprifonments, inftead of one, effedled. It is, 
therefore, ra\ i.ords, not, as 1 have (ai«T, to the theory of 
the law that we are to advert, (for that is (bund and good) 
bat it is to the moApraftice of the law, and thefe are the 

ma/ver/ators 


3Si 



PAR«.I'A,*fENTA.RY A. 178S. 

malverfators of it. But, my ^^.ords, there is one other to- 
pic to which, with your Lordfliips’ leave, I will allude. 
I'his bill comes before us under the fandlion, and with the 
reccjin inundation of Himanity for its fupport ; and, upon 
that q;ioiin(l, 1 am right glad to meet it: for, my Lords, 
ou* humanity, iiotwithAaiuling the many occafions we have 
for it at homr^ has been of late lo much occupied and em* 
ployed abroad^ has been fo diflant from ourftlves, and fo 
connecred with others, fo biifily at work in making the tour 
of the Eajly in culling tropes and figures, and in gathering 
the oratorical flowers of Indylan^ to ftrew at your Lord- 
fliips’ feet in Weftniinflcr Hall, that, like the Prodigal Son, 
tired of Its prodigality, I was in hopes that our humanity 
had returned again to reft and to remain with ourfelves : 
hut, my Lords, vaiti and forlorn were thefe hopes in me; 
for no I'ooner do we welcome the return of this Prodigal 
Son among us from t!ic F.ajl, than we hear of his intended 
flight to the li\fh and from tlience to the Souths to acl as a 
nnUionary among the lavages of Africa, to humanize inhu- 
lUiinity, to civilize negt oes, to wafli the blnck-aMnoor 
wi^rie. Would to (iod, my Lords, before this departure of 
onr humanity fiom lienee, that (if unwilling to caft its eyes 
at home on the fpot where we aie) it would be plealed to look 
a little to the wcflvvard of tl.is illaiul, to tlie kingdom of 
Ireland, my Lords, and, in the profulion of its bounty, to 
boilow fomc fmall poition of its coauribnation upon the 
white fterrors oi tliat country, who, under the vveiglu and 
pieilure of exaction, arc wound up to-nitclies of mliery and 
dillicfs, not furp.ifl'cd, proluldy not cijuallcd, by any other 
human beings cxilling undci tlie fun of heaven : for fuch is 
tiv* fate of thefe hapiefs- wietrhes. And tlun is it, my 
l.oids; that, in deling this, our Immunity would n(f>, not as 
it dues, in the ciuiverfe of lound pliiiofopliv and true 
p.itiiotifm, hut as it otiphl to acf ; and as, in the woiv.s of 
tlic Poet, is 1)1 .uiiifiiliy cxpieJltd 

Frlentl*', p.»!ci.T«, JirJf wc on embrace ; 

“ Our ceiuui v and n\\ human idcc.” 

Tn the prefent inft.ince^ however, riy Lords, T find our 
hunu^ly is with us; and it bwing made the plea of this bill, 
1 t^IIPy receive it ns luch : but, as in * ..ny other cn!‘es, 
llumanitv and Policy arc at variance wiri ^Ji other, fo is 
it in this; for what is there in hfc more i- .'’re.an, both an 
theory and practice, than ih.c wars that ar** c mtmtially wa- 
ging ^ And what is it but pclicy that c:ri juftifv them? 

Iiat is there inorsi fliock’ng tu human : v ♦hm the prefent 
nttempts of Aultria and Ruflia to extlrpite the 1 urks, or to 
diivc them ewt, and to baniili them truin their own king- 
doms 
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doms and countries ? And yet arguments, no l6f» than arms, 
will not be found wanting in defence of the meafurc. Even 
fo too, my Lords, comparing little things with great, is it 
with the cafe before us ; for who is it wljofe heart is fo ob- 
durate, and wliofe nerves are fo palfied, as not to feel for the 
diilrefTes of our fellow creatures, under the circumftanccs 
alluded to by this bill? And if this be fo in crjil cafes, 
what fliall we fay, niy Lords, when we turn our eyes on tlie 
criminal junfprudence of this countiy, on that languinary 
code C'f laws luvler which it may be faid we are made not to 
live but to die r And is rlieie no alteiaiion here wanting, 
no amendment required r Yc'», it willj)e nnfwcred; hut this 
is looking at homcy is loo conrrntric an idea for ilie er- 

ccntric abilities, the lively fancies, and the boundlels imagi- 
nations, of our modern patriots, politicians, and oratojs, to 
lubmit to. Ilut, my L' lds, the truth is, thefe arc thofe 
very cafes in which humaniiy and policy are at variance 
with each oihtr; for they aie ilie cafe s that arc, and have 
been from time immemorial, in oppofition to their humn 
nity, fandlionccl, under the policy of them, hy the la\ys nf 
the land. It is, then, my l.oid.s, bt tween lliis hunnniiy 
and this policy that \\e arc to judge; and it is for us, as pi- 
lots of the llatt, fo to ule the conipals ol our iintlcrlland- 
ings, and fo to licer tuir courfe, that, whilll wc avoid Scylla, 
we do not run upon t lunybdis. Humamry, it ». line, is a 
good thing; bur too much virtue-,” ven lays the Mora- 
lid) “ IS vice;" .*•' hertrr ilic ilmig i>, the worle, wlien 
mifapplied, are i: \ tmcquences. Liit humanity loo, is 
but a term 111 J-iH . :*:id, iny Lords, ht us beware ot 
catch words. — CKc n»v w'as the word at on<; lime ; at anf»- 
ther, Omnipoleiic ot I'arliain' nl ; ami now Humanity is 
the W hipgil .and 'J'or\ rn:, too, have had llicir dav .. 

But, my Lords, as 1 have laid, ler us beware t/i cnJ) vvoid.- : 
they fometidies leul to good, but much tnoic ofron to mit- 
chiL'f: they are too frequently ^hc friares of politicians, to 
catch the as we ll as the little vulgar in ; .mil aie made to 
operate, as the foldier’s drum upon the loJdu r, not by ih ; 
fenfe, but by the found. 

U|>on the whole, then, my Lords, until, as the neceflaiy 
and proper data to be given, it fhall apj)‘,*ar to me in proof, 
that we arc gtown fo njiicli witcr and h' tter, and moie hu- 
mane than our anceftors were, and indeed than oilier natiotii 
of the world even now arc, 1 fhall take the lilerty, upon 
this occafion, as well as unon others, to reft upon my arfn->, 
and not be fo ready to enlift under, ai^d to follow a flandard 
that may lead to good; but which, fo far ax pracliCe and ex- 
petience flxcws, is much more likely to be productive of 
evil. 


The 
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The Houfe divided; Non-contenls, 48 ; Contents; 13. 
M^ijority, 35. ^ 

The bill otcourfe was rejedled. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

No material debate followed that upon the infolvent bill, 
until 

Mfindaj^ 2^d June ; 

When tlie order of the d.iy being read for hearing counfel 
in fupport of the petitions from the theatres in the Haymarketi 
Drury-Lane, and Covent^garden, with refpeft to the inter- 
lude bilh counfel were called in, and having argued againfl 
tlie amendments made by their Lordlhips in the introdudlion 
of the Royalty I'licatre, the Royal Grove, and the Royal 
Circus, into the bill, they withdrew. 

Duke of The Duke of JCiV obfcrved, that though the counfel 
ichiuond argued againft the amendments, they had not, in his opi- 
nion, oflered fufficient ohjeflions to prove that the amend- 
ments ought to he nboliflied. He could not help remarking, 
that notwithflanding they fpoke fo much againfl the Circus, 
Alll^*8, and the Royalty Theatre, they had omitted to no- 
tice Sadler’s Wells, and he leanjt, on inquiry, that they had 
not received any particular inllrudions upon the fubjeft. He 
begged, however, to be informed, why Sadler’s Wells w’as to 
he Mvoured with a greater degree of indulgence than the 
others; fince it was equally illegal; with this difference, in- 
deed, that the other places had but lately tranlgreffed the laws, 
while this had flown in their face for a much longer duration. 
It was evidently the intention of the Managers of the two 
winter theatres, and the theatre in the Haymarket, to mono- 
polize to themfeivcs the whole bufintfs of dramatic entertain- 
ments. But no reafonable objefiion could, furely, he offer- 
ed, why the inhabitants of one end of the town (hould be 
deprived of the fame convenience in enjoying the amufemeiits 
of a theatre any more than thofe of the other. By the oppo- 
fers to the entertainments of the Royalty Theatre it had been 
faid, that the paffiges leading to that place ,were thronged 
w itli perfons of fuch a defcripiion, as in a great meafure to 
promote immorality ; yet, furely, no man who walked through 
Drury-Lane, or the piazzas of Covent Garden, could aflirt 
that ijiofe theatres were not liable to the fame ohjeiflion. The 
Duke concluded by faying, that he.had not heard a Angle ar- 
gument from the counfel, of fufficient weight to induce him 
to think that their Lordflfips would either throw out the bill, 
or negative the amendments which, upon a former day, lie 
had the honour to pr^pfe. 

The quellioQ was. then put, That the bill, with its 
amendments, do pafsV’ which was agreed to nemine cif» 

fentimie^ 
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Jentientif and ordered to hKarried to the Commons for their 
•oncurrence. Ww 

The Duke of Richmttnd moved» That the proper officer 
“ do lay before the Houfe, the account of the dimenfions of * 

vefTcls employed in the Have trade o^lhe port of Liverpool 
“ as taken by Captain Parry.*’ Ordered, 

Lord Rodney preiented a petition from the manufaQurers 
of Manchefter^ employed in making goods confumed and tu« 
ken by veflels employed in tbe Have trade, againfi the bill ; 
alfoone from tbe, inanufaiSlurers of l^iverpool and another ^ 
town, all defiling to be' beard by counftl. 

The petitions were read, and ordered lo lie on the table. 

But on the objeflion of Lord Bathuril to tluir being read by 
counfel, that part wa^ rejrfied. • 

Earl Stanhope moved, I'hat the bill be committed to a E'd 
Comniirtee of the whole Houfe upon the day enfuing.” 

Earl Bathurji remarked, that he meant not to oppofe the lari 
motion ot commitment, being convinced of the necellity that 
the bill /Iiould pafs, but to entreat thofe noble Lords who 
htid attended during the hearing counfel dnd witnefTes, on Sn» 
turday, to attend m the Committee, in which flpge the bill 
mufl undergo many material amendments to make it even to« 
lerable. 

Earl Stanhope obfervtd, that he could not avoid returning 
his thanks to the noble and learned Peer, who fpoke laft, for 
untreaiing the attendance of Lords in the Commilue. He bad 
ft-veral amendments to propofe, which he Mieved would af- 
fuage, if not entirely ren^ove, the oppofition of thofe w;ho 
were mterefled in the trade. He was particularly defiious 
that thofe Peers who had attended during the evidence againft 
the bill, would attend in tlie Committee, He was conhdent 
the evidence inuft have as great weight with the noble and 
learned Eat I, and, indeed, with all who heard it, as^ it had 
with hiinfelf. L ms a ftrong argument in favour of the bill ; 
for, by their petironers* confefiion, feven n&Jt'ocs died in 
every hundred, during every tranfpc taiion. The mortality 
of thofe feven in each hundred, vyas not in the fpace of a year, 
but of thfee months, which time was taken in the convey* 
ance of tlrofc unhappy creatures from their nativ|||tlore to 
the Wtft Indies. 1 he mortality of mankind in generqJ, in 
thatl^mc, was hut one to the hundred, and the inconvenien- 
ces of fbipping did not caufethat common mortality toexcedd 
two to the hundred. Ibeprefent mortality in the trade was# 
therefore, the abfolute murder of five in each hun*lred. U 
was a trade contrary to every principle of humanity , but 
he would not then enter into the general quefiion, which he 
was happy to hear was to be brought forward during thecourfe 
of the next feflionj but confine bimfeJf to (be intention of the 
VoL. XXIV 3 A prefent 
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prrTent billy tvliich was founded it^|||||||manity and juftrce, and 
which he hoped would meet with t^oppofition. 

The Duke of Rkhmond declared that he was thoroughly 
convin(!tedy by the evidence, of the neceflity of regulating the 
tranfportation of Slaves, and the promoters of the bill were 
aduated b^ motives of humanity .and juftice. He hoped, 
however, if the prefent bill was fuftered to ad retrofpedively, 
'their Lordihips would infert a claufe to indemnify the ioiles to 
which the perfons Concerned in that trade, and who had for 
many years carried it on under the I'andion of Parliameftr, 
might be liable. 'I’lie mode of flowing the Slaves on board 
the velTels in which they weie traniporttcl, and they laying 
on their backs on the deck, was flmcking to humanity, efpe-* 
cudly as they were llbwed under the line, where, in fuch a 
dreadful fituaiion, it was alinoil impollible they ihould efcape 
fuiFocation. T'he Duke wiilied that they would touch on 
the prefenf hill, and hot that general one which was to be 
difeufted next fefrion, and which he hoped, as well as the pre- 
fent bill, 'would he dilcufTed with candour. He was lorry 
that fuch ftrohg words as ablulute murder had fallen from 
the -noble Rail oppofue to him (Mail Stanhope), but as they 
were uttered in the watnith of fueling, he doubtid not that 
they would be retratfled, and that Inch an afperfioii 'WOulJ 
not remain on peifons engaged in the trade, many of whom, 
he was convinced, were worthy men. 

I-ord Stanhope declared, he meant not to charge the traders 
with premediiated, abfolute murder, Wd.at he faid needed 
no explanation, and would not be retradled. Such deaths as 
he had ineiitioned were not intended; but Hill tlie trade was 
murderous. 

'rije Duke of d amh^ Haled the danger of paffing the pre- 
fent bill; and obferved that this country had, by haily 
fneafures, loll America; and he feared that, if the prefent bill 
pnlTcd, it would lofe the Wefl Indies. If'would prevent the 
neceflity of going into the general queflion, by deftroying 
our poffeflions in the ^Veft, and deftroying our trade befoio 
the next feflion. As he was better acquainted with the trade 
dnd thtt^eft Indies than many of ihelr Lordfhips, Ke warned 
them orlhe danger of the bill, of the fmall number of whites 
.compared to the blacks in the Weft Indies, and of tl^pio- 
l)abili(y of a general rebellion among the blacks upon uie ar- 
rival of the bill tliere, who he Ihould expeft to hear h.id maf- 
facred everv white in the iflands. 'He therefore advikd iheir 
LordOiips to nil cautioufly, and hoped every difcuflion would 
be poftponed 'to the next reflion. 

^ The Earl oi Hopetoun admitted the neceflity of great caution, 
l>ut was at the fame time convinced of the propriety of enfoic- 
ing the prefent bill. After obferving that, in the difcuflion 

of 



A.17M. D E'.f A . 

of the general queflioiii it ^ould Hot only he' found (hat (he 
trade was carrM on with enormous violence to hum«viityi 
but that it was the deftruSion, the -grave, <Jf great nutnburs 
of Britifli Teamen, he concluded by faying, heihguld fuppoit 
the motion of commitment. 

The cjueftion was then put, that the hill be committed to 
a Committee of the whole lioufe upon the morrow^ and car- 
ried without a dividon. 

The Scotch Diftillery bill being read a (econd time, Lord 
Sydney moved that it be committed. 

Lord A 7 w/«/rrfoppofing the motion, obferved that this bill Lon! 
was not only materiaHy injurious to the Scotch Diftillers, 
but abTolulely and direflly in defiance, Jo breach, ojiiTfubxer- 
fion of the articles of the Union, He^ remarked that by the 
articles of Union, the two countries were to have the I’amc 
excife laws, and the treaty was in t!ie m(^|||b]cin)n lnann^'l 
ratified; hut the pitfent hill, hy cnatffinPpi&rent ex iU- 
laws for the two countries, again Teparnred tl»cm, and iowt-d 
the feeds of a Mral fe]>aration of tlje north and fouth pu ts id 
Great Britain. He entreated their Lordfhips to naufe heh>i.‘ 
they violated fo facred, To folmn.,n compa^l, j»ncl after rderi 
therti to the 4th, 5th, bth, 7th, 8th, i6ih and 17th aitirK*.s r»f 
the Union, which (he faid) the prefent hill Went direfily to 
overturn, Ikj concluded with fevcral ohlervatlons on them.tnv' 
experimental hills which had been brought in relative 10 ihe 
Scotch Diflillets, againll the motion. 

Lord H(nvktlt>iii '/declared himlelf alloni/l>'“<l lli.it the nolne 
Lord fhould oidedi to the dift'eience of the F.xcile lav.s a»' a ilauktf* 
breach of the Union, *rire difiVnnee w'as in hivouv of the 
Scotch Diflillery ; ami though that ujflerence nfiglit he con- 
trary to the Icires, it was not fo to ihefpiril of the Union, 
it refpeeVd thoi inhabitants of that part of CJreal Britain. If 
any had a tight to complain, it would l>e the l’)iililleis‘of the 
South. 

Lord Klunnird conct’ived tliat every profefKid advantage in i,or4 ' 
•favour of the Scotch Diflillers to be an mjui y ; and he wiflied Kinna r^. 
rojiave every part of Great Bdtain put in cxadlly the fiime 
fitoation. ^ 

'The quell ion was put, tliat this bill he committed, upon 
which the Houfe divided. Contents 14. Non Con-tents 5. 

7 lie hit] was then committed to a Ojinmittee of the whol^ 

Houfe to fit upon tl>c morrow. The Houfe adjourned. 

7'he next debate occurred upon 

TVedne/day, 25M June. 

The Order of the day being read for the Houfe to go info 
% Committee on the Slave Regulation bill, Lord AValfingbam 
look his feat at the table. , 

fooii as tbe Houfe bad refolved itfelf li^p the Conrimittrp. 

A 2 Ear! 
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Earl Earl Bathurji rofri and arguing againft making the bill re- 
Batbuif. troTpeflive, contended, that all ex poji fn^o laws were unjuft, 
and that the prefcnt bill would be particularly unjuft; and 
that no compenfation which the Legiflaturc could propofe, 
would poflibly meet the cafe, The merchants had embarked 
their adventures before the hill was propofed, and as the bill 
flood, the hill was to attach them from the loth of June, and 
thus fuhjeft them to the certainty of a lofs, after they had 
put them ffc Ives’* to the whole expence of an adventure. 

Lord Lord Rodney remarked that, it was ahfuid to fuppofe that 
Rouiicy. merchants, whofe profit arofe from the number of healthy 
Afiicans they landed in the Weft Iridia Illands, would not 
attend to their own interefls, and take every pcffible care to 
preferve their health. Every voyage at fea was attended wirli 
its inconvenien ce, hut the voyage to Africa, and from rh^t 
coaft to the ^Hpndia iflands, was not, generally fpenking, 
attended with groter inconveniences than other voyages. 
Their Lordlhips had not heard any evidence to prove, that 
the Africans were treated with peculiar hardlhip either in the 
voyage to the Weft Indies, or that there was any reafon to 
fuppofe that they ftiould be fo" treated. Why then, after the 
general qneftion had been poftponed till the next feflion, treed 
the Houie be fo much in a hurry to take up a part of the con- 
fiJeration? He begged leave to remind the Hoiife, that the 
French government in a very different manner refpedl- 
ing the African trade; and that, io far from wjftiing to curb 
and cramp it with nredicfs regulations, they gave large premi- 
ums upon every Negro landed on their iflands in the Weft 
Indies, In fome inftances they gave; as much as 2CO livres 
per head, in others lOO livres. The Illands of St. Lucia, 
Tobago, and St. Domingo were, in that manner, provided 
wirh Slaves. If, therefore, v\e deprived our own merchants 
of the power of carrying on that iraflic, we ftiould infenfihly 
increafe the piuver and advantages of the French in that re- 
fpedl*. What^our merchants loll, their merchants would gain; 
a confideraiioii that he thought worthy their Lordfliips* moft 
ferious attention; Kxceediiig|»important were the Weft-India 
illands to our commerce and our navigation; and be could 
api>eal to the nohle Lord (Heathfield) behind him, whether 
^ he did not think the bill unneceiTary, and calculated rather to 

introduce evils than benefits. 

Lord HeatMeld, now, rofe, and obferved that, fince the 
lldtthfiwlct. queflion was aildreft^ to him, he muft own it to be his private 
opinion that the bill was unneceiTary. He declared that be 
had much confidered the, fubjei^l, and though perhaps few 
others had given therpfelves the trouble to inquire into, and 
afeertain the mcafuresnent of cubical air ^breathed by the 
Africans on board the veflels ufualty employed in tranfport* 
. ing 
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them from thr j: own co.ift to the Weft India iflands, ho " ' 
had done fo, and compared it with the moarurctii^entof cubib.il 
air breathed hy foKliers in camp. Soldiers in their stents were 
allowed about feventeen cubical feet of air each, whereas the 
African Haves' were feverally allowed full thirty cubical feet 
of air. His Lordftiip reafoned on this calculation, and af et 
objeftmg to the bill’s commencing its operation fo early, pro- 
ft-fled hitnfelf to be a friend to the African merchants, whofe 
interells he thought would be materially and unjufliy aSefled 
by the hill. 

The Duke of RKhm'jiJ contended, that the proper fuhjeft Dukr o<» 
of the prefent difeuflion vvns, undoubtedly ^-merely the amend- RiclimonJ. 
inent ntceflary in the ciaufe before their Lordlhips; but 
as the noble Lords, who had already fp^oken, had gone into 
the principle of the bill, he muft beg to he pernnitted to fay a 
few words in reply. The noble Lords near him, both of 
wIkhd llood fo high in their rcfpe£live proft ffions, had relied 
a good deal on the natural humanity of thofc concerned in the 
Afiic.m Have trade. Unfortunately, the fubjVil of the pic- 
feiit hill, was one of thofc in which confulerations of private 
intereft might he fuppofed to hear down and fuperfed#? the feel- 
ings of humanity. The noble Lord who fpoke firft, had fug-* 
gelled, that as the profit of the merchant depended on the 
number of healthy Slaves he landed in the Weft Indies, he 
neceffirily would not ftow more together on ftiip board, thuin 
could exill in f.ifcty, and without rifque of difeafe. That 
argument was fallacious; bdeaufe if 400 Africans only could 
he llowed without danger of ficknefs, the iiifuperable avarice 
of tlioi'tf concerned in the triffic might induce them to cram 
5C0 on board; fince, if they loft fifty out of the fifth hundred, 
it would ftill he worth their while. The fadl was, if their 
Lordfliips would take the t'-ouhle to calculate, they would 
find that according to the evidence, takhig the fair meafure- 
inent of the veilld, upon a moderate calculation, according to 
the cuAoinary ftowage of the African ftiips, no room was 
allowed for paftages, but the whole deck was ftrewed witli 
human bodies. With regard to the French giving premiums 
on each Negro landed, he faw no occafion for tis to follow 
the example; and he trufted that this nation would not barter 
its humanity fo hafely. In anfwer to what aMbther noble 
Lord of the higheft military chara( 9 er had faid, refpefling the 
comparifon between the meafureincnt of the cubical feet of 
air allotted to a foldier in camp, and an African on board an 
African trade ftiip, he muft beg leave to remark that the 
coniparifon w'ould not hold,' Itecaufe' tKe two cafes bore no 
nnolagy to each other. Soldiers were put f^c in a. tent, but 
then they not only hadlfreeegrbrs, and werefeldom alPCx in 
it for a long time together, (on account of military doty and 

other 
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other occafioos Aat called one or more of them out of h from 
to time,) bnt^He. was .afraid the canvas of^heir Dents was 
not generally of fo very clofe a texture as to exclude all pene- 
tration of air, inucl) lels to reduce the air they breathed to tb^lt 
Hate of unwholefomenefs that could, eafiiy be iipagined to be 
the quality of the air breathed by African flaves flowed clofe 
together, between decks, on board of the tranfport ihips,. 
diredlly under the line, and alfo under a variety of attendant 
circumftances of unwholefomenefs, and propenfities* to pu- 
tridity. With regard to there bein?* no evidence before their 
J.orddiips to piovc the har<l and fevere* treatnwnt of the 
AiiiC'ins while on boaid, he fliould not hefitaieto anfwer that 
Ml)uiulenc'j of cvidcijc c might have been adduce^l in fupport of 
the bill, had it been nrreflhrv; but as it vv.is meiely a bill of 
filiation, and a bill dial wt tvi to a paiticular pomr, without 
;.l .ill tnuching on the general nuefl ion, whic h had l>een, in 
b^opinum, v<?j y wilely pollpon^d.to the next (i flion, he had, 
pnrpohlv, loicborne to bring before tiK'lr Lordlliips evidence 
uj the m.my horrid cruelties, which could h.i\r been proved 
to have been pir.clilcd, aiul the recital of which nmfl have 
ih'ockcd tljcir Loullliips. T he bill cert.iinly flood in need of 
a variety of amendments, which w^vuld, doubtlels, be pro- 
jtotedby difil-rent noble i.onU tn the Committee, before they 
concluded it. Me mteiulrd to propofe a riaufe to give a com- 
jxnfalion to all thofe meichants, whole fliips were already 
Miltd, or would he in at the time tluit the bill ft\ould 

pals, for the lollbs they would incur from the bill attaching 
upon their Ihips retrofpedivefy. No fair .argument, there- 
fore, could, in bis opinion, he glounded agairvft the bill, on 
;iOcount of its retrofpedlive oj>er;uion. In refpe6l to ilie day 
on which the bill was to commence, it certainly ought to be 
iiltere4l. and not to Hand die lOth of June; but it w.is to be 
reiutrnhcTed, th.it tne bill li.id originally been introdiaced inta 
rile other Houfe fo early as the fecond or third of Jvine; the 
blanks had therefore been filled up witli the words the loth 
of June, hem an Idc.i t!ut it might poffibly pais much about 
that lime. 

L'm • Lord H^indr/lary faici that the bill‘mufi have a commcnce- 
ment. T he quell ion therefore was, at what period its opera- 
lion Ihoulditavc a commencement? His opinion was, that it 
ought to tornnuMice from fome day after the bill fliould pafs 
into’ a law, and atrarh upon every fhip that might fail from 
any Britifli port after the day of its commencement, ami as 
to the Blips already failed, or in Africa, only from the day, 
that the hill Ihould be ferve^ upon fuch (hip; for, nothing 
could, furely, he moreunjufl than to make any iliip, or (hip 
Captain, crew, Icc. liable to a legal pinalty before they could 
poffibly know, that any fuch penalty was declined to be legal. 

He, 
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He, therefore,. moved, that the operation of' the bill 
commence from the loth of June next. • 

The Lord Cbancelhr prcfumcd that, t!ie w^fli Of their 
Lordfliips was to pafs fomebiUof regulation; but, as the bill 
flood, it was nonfcnte. He, therefore, concluded that Tome 
'amenditieiits would be propofed to connefl the nonienfe Of one 
part of the bill, with the nonl'eiife of the other. He pointed 
out the words, the loth of June, as flated in one claufe to he 
the period>.of the commencement of the operation of the bill, 
and laid, that in a fuhfequcnt claufe at fomediilance, mention 
was made of fuch fhips as had faded before tlic lOth of June, 
although in the former part of the hilirno notice whatever 
had been taken of any thing in the bill beinr to alTeft fliips 
that had failed before the lOthcf Junct [A Peer cyprefling a 
doubt whether fuch an inconfillenLy was contained in th^ bdl] 
the Lord Chancellor dell ted that thofo who doubted what he 
afleiteil, would take the trouble to read the bill, and they 
would find the fail to be as he had ftaicd it. 

Earl Stanhope conlideted the bdl to he as ill worded, in rc- 
fpedl to ilsclaufcs, asanj hill ever intioduced into that Houfe; 
but its principle was undoubtedly founded in. huiiianity. No 
man, therefore, could difappiove of the ptincrple; and it was 
their Lordfliips duty, as he had no doubt it oms their incliria* 
lion, to correct and ainerd the cl.nifcs, fo as to make them 
correlpond cictily with its piinciplc, and thus remove all 
objcilion to the hill. Siitce foveral ot their I-orddnps were 
not prelent on Saturday, when the couiifel were heard 
againll the hill, and conlequeiuly could not be appriz« d of 
the arguments refultlng fioui their ohjeilions, he would as 
fhonly as pofilhle lUie what thole ohjeilions h.id heeii. 
In the firil place, the counfd had objeilcd that the whole of 
the fcale adopted in the oilier Houfe was wrong ; md that ex- 
actly the reverie of that fcale was the true [ roporlion of tlie 
number of Africans to the number of tons of each Ihip, ac- 
cording to the principle of the hilt, and the avowed intention 
of its lupporters. Earl Stanhope explained this, by fliewing, 
thnt as the bill ilood, three men to two tons were to be al- 
lowed to all Ihips of one hundred tons, fo that fuch flirps were 
to carry 150 Africans each ; but if the fliips w^ere uptvards of 
100 tons, thenuinbcrof Africans proporrionably to the ton- 
nage, was to tliminifh ; by which means a fhip of one fr/ft 
would carry 750 Afric-ns, and a fhip ofa greater fize would, 
as 'the hill flood, carry oi^.2z8 Africans. This was wi • 
doiibcedly, nhfurd, and been a miftake; but it wa . 

eafily remedied by an ameJRi^nt, regulating the rirft proj^or- 
tioii to the hundred-tons, and then adding a fmaller number 
>s the tonnage increafed, by which fcalir, a /hip of 100 tons 
would have a right to take 1 50 Africans ; a fhip of lOi tons 
151, and fo on, adding one African fof each additional ton. 

This 
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. This would create a regular, clear, and unobje<5lionjble rife 
of the fcale, governing that rife, however, ftridlly, by the in- 
creafe of ttfnnage. After much arithmetical reafoniug, his 
Lordfhip proceeded to comment on the evidence of MefTrs, 
*]'arleton, King, and other gentlemen, who had been exa- 
injfted at the bar, contending, that they had eilahlifhed a» 
Arong cafe in fupport of the bill, and obferving, that the 
number of Africans that died in proportion to the number 
(hipped, according to their own account, proved that thepie- 
lent fyftem of tranfporting the African flayes, was too horrid 
to be fuffered to continue without alteration.' After objedl-' 
ing to the fort of average that one gentleman had adopted, 
becaufe be had taken the average of fix years out of feven, 
leaving out the moll jLinfavourahle year, Earl Stanhope took 
notice of the argument of Lord Heathfield relative to the com- 
parifon offoldiers in' a tent to Africans on board, and denied 
that it bore the fmallelf analogy. The Africans were packed 
between decks on platforms, like books 6n flielves, and were 
thought to be perfe£lly at their eafe, if they had juft room 
enough to turn. Was that the cafe with foldiers in a tent ? 

, Moll undoubtedly not. The air breathed between decks by 
the Africans was deft roved and rendered putrid by the clofe* 
nefsof the fpace and their own refpiration , whereas a tent 
was all putfide, and conft.anily recruited and replenllhed with 
frcfli air. His Lordfliip, in this part of his fpeech, introduced 
feme philofophical remarks on the nature of air as breathed by 
mankind. He faid, it had been recently difeovered, and the 
difeoveries were as beautiful as they were inllruftive, that the 
air ,we breathed was not homogeneous, asliad heretofore been 
conceived, but that it confifted of one part only that was vi- 
tal, and by which we lived, and that one part was mixed with 
four other different fluids. That by being confined to a fliort 
fpace, by breathing the fame air over and over again, the vital 
air becomes tainted, as in the black hole in Calcutta, and 
thence the danger of death.' Thus, confine an animal to a 
Vv-ry clofe place for fome time, he would breaiheihe fame air 
To often, that at lall he would dropdown dead; and, if it 
were polfible to confine the air in which their Lordlhips were 
at that moment for a length of time, the inevitable confe* 
xjuence inuft be, that they would all drop down dead. Having 
giUln this philofophical explanation of the nature of the air 
wwefpire, he returned to the fubjeiSl of the bill, and faid, if 
the noble Duke had not intimated an intention to move a claufe 
ofcompenfation for the lolIey||iych thofe merchants, whofe 
fliips had already failed|, .woumjKflain in confequeDre of the^ 
bill attaching upqp their (hipsTne certainly Ihould have oN 
fered fuch a claufe. . With regard to the commencement M 
the operation of the bill, the date mull certainly be altered 
from the loth of Jtine^ but he conceived that the fooner the 

bill 
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hill commenced after it fliould pafs the hetter, and thereforet 
he hoped iome early day in July would be fixed on by their 
Lordlhips. 

I'he Lord Chancellor ol>fervcd, that from what had fallen Tlir Lord 
from a noble Loul, (Lord Rodney) it was evident the French 
^ had offered premiums to encourage the African trade, (whe- 
ther from folly or inhumanity, was not thequeftion) and that 
they had fucceeded. The natural prefumption, therefore, was, 
til, it we ought to do the lame. For his part, he had no fcrupic 
to lay, that if the*five days fit of philanthropy which had juft 
fprung up, and which had llept for twenty years together, 

Ii.id continued to fltrp one fummer longer, it would have ap- 
peared to him rather more wife, than thus to take up a fiih- 
jecl piece meal, which it had publicly ^hclared fhoulcl not be 
agitated at all, till the next feflion of Pailiament. Perhaps, 
hy fuch imi»iudence, the llaves might be taught, of their own 
accord, to proceed to an abolition of the trade. The Lord 
f Miaiicellor made fome remarks on the evidence, in order to 
fhew that the African merchants, trulling to the declaration 
that the queftion fhould not he agitated that felfipn, had ein- 
hailed their all in the adventures of the fliips already failed, 
and woulvl be mined by the bill. One wiinefs, he laid, he 
uiidcrfiood liad come to their Lordihips bar, with a face of 
woe, his eyes full of tears, and liis countenance fraught with 
horror, and had faid, My [,oids, I arn ruinul if you pals 
“ this hill. 1 have rif<|ued thirty thouland pounds upon the 
“ tr.uie this year ; it is all 1 have been able to gain by my 

indufiry, and if I lofe it, I mull go to tlie liofpital.** 'I he 
Ciiancellor preflod this point upon their Lordlliips’ inoft ferious 
confuleratioii. 

I'he Earl of Carlyle cxpieiled forne aftoniilimenl tliat the F jJlif 
nohle and learned Lord ftiould talk of a five-days fit of phi- 
lantiuopy,. w hen it was a matter of pul)Iic notori' tv, that 
the queftion of the flave tr.ulo had engroffed the aficntion of 
evj ry part of the kingdom tor above llKl’e twelvemonths, and 
that innumerable petitions had been prefented to Parliament 
on the fubjevfl. He declared himlelfa liearty friend to the 
prefent bill, which was merely a bill of regulation, as to the 
mode of tranfporti.ng Afiicansto the Weft Indies, and did 
not, in any degree, interfere with the general queftion which 
had l>een poftponed to the next feflion. Rut were it fcafible 
and praflicable, he was ready to profefs himlelf prepared X(3 
vote for the abolition of the flave trade altogether, and bad 
not a doubt but the ingenuity, enterprize, and adroitnefs of 
Britifh merchants would find out a new African trade, equally 
advantageous and ufeful, though not liabl^to the fame objec- 
tions, were an abolition of the llave trade to take place. In 
conclufion, the Earl of Carhfle remarked, that he confidered 
the bill as tlie corner ftoiie of an edifice which the Parliament 
VoL. XXIV. . B hA 
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had wifely determined to ere£^, in honourable commemoration 
of their humanity ; and he trufted that he might fafely ven- 
ture to predift, that theenfuiiig feflion would be diftinguifhed 
by the moft fortunate completion of fo glorious a fuper- 
ftrudture, 

Earl of The Earl of Sandwich that when matters were 

Sandwich thrown out in debate which might make unwarranted impref- 
fjons abroad, he thought it his duty to combat them, and let 
them at leaft receive an anfwer. He had heard it declared, 
that the African trade was the bane of Brit-ilh feamen ; and 
that Africa was their grave. He denied the fa6t, He knew 
from experience that a voyage to Africa was not lels healthy 
thai any other voyage. It was not the African climate that 
killed the feamen, hut the fpirituous liquors with wlr- h the 
Captains of the merchant ihips fiippl '" ’ th<*m. Their wages 
were, uiulouhtedl V, great, l>ut they r ok tlitir wages in fpi- 
rits, and, as they would do In any olh.^r fituation of the globe, 
tliey died in confequence of drinking fpii its in q';ant:lies Se- 
veral confiderations delerved attention, d ' i '* gt iieral quellion 
of abolition was to be introduced. It we rehnqnifht i die 
Have trade, would there he one African Have lefs r Mc'il un- 
doubtedly not. The French, whom he v'ould not call our 
enemies, hut our rivals they undouhi' dly were, would not 
relmquifli the trade ; and as all the ieamcn bred up in the 
African trade would be loft to this country, they would be 
gained by France ; thus the force of the Red Flag would be 
transferred to ihi* While Flag. The Fail of Sandwich com- 
plained of our merchants having been lall war allowed to fup- 
ply the French iflands w’rh M ' ridiculed the Earl of 

Carlifle’s idea of a iiwVx , uli- lo iM g likely to he dif- 
covered, as \iriot;ary iiid fpeculative, fince Afriv^a afforded 
merely g(»ld du::, gums, and fpices, which were |)acked in fo 
fmall a comwafs, that two or three fliips would he fufficient, 
to convey the wliole of ihofe ohjedls of commerce ; nor did 
}^c Isfe rcpiobrar the ddlliine of a compenfation, and this on 
the ground of i«'.jMncticahility ; and he niked, whether the 
American ' liis, though relieved from prefent mifery, 
could ! ii 1,1. (1 to have been fully compenfaied. He admitted, 
that regulations were neccfliry, and declared he W’ould fup- 
poit every propr^fed regulation which fliou Id appear to be wife 
and Vlenuate to its end. 

Fad of The Earl of ;5 k;i fupported the bill, and faid, that If 
Wopctguii. it had betn ih.ouglu neceffary to produce evidence in fupport 
of it, he was perfuaded that the fcru'ples entertained by fome 
of their Lordfliips would have been eifeAually removed. Jf 
it were thought proper, evidence was Hill ready to be brought 
to the bar. Me complimented Lord Sandwich on his know- 
ledge of naval affairs, and faid he bowed with fubmiflion to 
fuch high authority, but he could not help taking notice of 
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the arguments relative to our African merchants having been 
fufiered to fupply the French Wcft-India iflands laft war, de- 
claring, that when he confidercd whofe duty it had been to 
guard againft the mifehiefs now dated to have produced ruin- 
ous con fequences, he was per/efliy adonilhed at hearing Inch 
an argument come from the quarter from whence it had pro- 
ceeded. He fpoke alfo of the revifion of the Have laws, which 
theHoufe of Adembly of Jamaica had entered upon, (as dat- 
ed in tlie newfpapers) and the new regulations which they 
had made for the puiiifhment of all w’ho killed a negro, wiih 
death ; of all wlio maimed or perfonally ill treated them, with 
fevere chadifement ; and for the infliifion of other punidi- 
ments in proportion to the fevcral offences committed againd 
them. This proved that the planters were as anxious lor re- 
gulation as we were ; that they w^cre determined to run the 
race of humanity with us; and, therefore, he truded ivc 
fhould not /hew Jefs alacrity, or eagernels for reform, th.aii 
they, who were fo much more immediately intereded in the 
conted. His Lorddiip reafoned at length, to d»ew that fomc 
regulation was ahfolutely neceffary ; that the bill had not ori- 
ginated on a iudden; that it h.ad been long in agitation in the 
other Houfe; and he was periuaded, if their Lord/hips tho- 
roughly knew all tlie faeffs w'hich charaflerized the African 
trade, they would not permit th^irown humanity to be fcan- 
dalized fo much, as to have it thought that they were willing 
toconfeiit to its continuing without a regulation of fome fort 
or other. The preient bill, Lord Hopetoun contended, had 
no reference to the general quedion. 

The Duke of Chandos oMtvvtA that, fince his entrance into Dukeof 
the Houle, the paper which he held within his hand, and which Chuidus. 
had not been many hours before received from Jamaica, was 
given to him for his perufal. It was addreded in the form ot 
a letter to Mr. Fuller,' the agent for Jamaica, acquainting 
him that his correfpondents in the iiland had received his 
communications of the loth of February and the 12th of 
March lad ; that, in confequence, the negroes c x|^fted pn 
end was to be put to their davery ; that there was the greateft 
rcafon to expeft that they would rife in confequence, and 
that the ifland was in a date of great alarm and apprehen- 
fion. The Duke added, tliat he had many more correfpond- 
ing accounts, which he would not then trouble tlie Houle with, 
but as often as the hill was agitated in any one of its dages, 
he fhould think it his duty to warn their Lonlfliips of the 
danger that any agitation of fuch a fubjedl was liable to. At 
the fame time, he truded that their Lordflilps would give 
him credit for being ns willing as any one of them to proceed 
to any confident andfecure length in fifpport of humanity. 

Lord Cathcart remarked, that even when the /laves were Lora 
brought upon the deck, for the enjoyment of the fre/h air, Cuhewt 
3B 2 what 
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wl'.at little health they had was frequently expofed to violent 
attacks. In this fituation, they became drenched by thofe 
heavy fliovvers of rain whicii, in fuch a climate* occafioned 
theinoA noxious effedls. I'oo genet ally dangerous were the 
confequcnces occafioned hy a iudden tranfiiiou iiom extreme 
heat to innant coolneis. 
i;ifh .pof I'lie Bifliop of London defired to know what was the kind 
i-oriJuii, Qf com pen fat ion intended to be giveti to the Atrican incrchaiils 
whofe iliips had eitlier already failal, or were upon the coaft 
of Africa? 

Mininl. Marquis lownyhind exprefl^d his wi flies that a due com-»- 
'lowjilljaid peniation would be given to thofe merchants who were likely 
to incur loiles* by their fliips Iiavii failed already, and tlie 
hill’s being allowed to attach on thofe fhips. No man, hs 
declared, could entc-rlai» a llronger difl»ke againft what were 
callj d f.v “fioji fatio laws than he did ; and he never would con- 
ic nt to any iuch, without guarding the individuals liable to 
he affedted liy them againfl their danger, as much as poflible, 
'i he Portugueffi, who were a commercial nation, allowed hut 
one flave to one ton; and did it become the honour of this 
country to he outdone by any other nation in humanity ? He 
lioped a country fo enliglitened^ where lil.ernl education was 
lo general, and men’s minds b.ad fuch frequent and lull oppor- 
tunities of being inltriK^kd, opt nrd, and enlarged, would fuf- 
fer no other nation on e**ith to cany on its coinmeice with 
more humanity. 

If.id Lord ^yrlun p? oft fled ihohight^fl lefpt t*} for tlie chara^lers 
SNiliuy. of thob' gciulemen With \\ bom the hill had oiigm.ited in the 
other Houfe, and gave tle in lull credit fur the purity of iluir 
motives; hut. nolwithllandmg his ronvi^lion, that both the 
one and the other defcivtal evei y clrgn e uf confidence and r f- 
term, he could not but conb 1>, that he wiflied the humanity 
of the African iTuicliaiits had b tn relitd on fora lew months 
longer, and that it had bet n taken tt>r granted, that pledged 
as tile Legijliiture was todifeufs the general queftion fully next 
felfioii, the ineichants would not haveahuied their owm chn- 
raflers fo much as to h..vu remk ied themlflyts obnoxious to 
parliamentary ctniure, when the lu!>jcct iliould betaken into 
confidt ration. 'J he qiieilion of the flave trade was too feri- 
ous tohe firqupnily agUaieii ; being once brought under dil- 
c uHion, it mufl he decided , it could not he .igain and again 
agitated with any iort of laid y. lie thertfore wiflied the 
whole ot it hail been ii' h i ved entire. Adverting tothefyflem 
of Have law^s mentioned by the Eail of Hopetoun. Lord Syd- 
ney ohferved that they had been tianfmitied to his office, and 
from the attention he havl been able to pay them, he found 
them fo perfeflly w'eil adapted to the fubjetS, that he did not 
fee room for the addition of a fmgle claufe. He heflowed 
nmeh panegyii;; upon their wifdoin and promife of efficcay ; 

and 
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and after mentioning an account he had received of the trlalt 
convidlion, and condemnation of a white for the murder of a 
negroe, not by a colonial law, but by the law of England, he 
returned to the fubjedl of the bill, and faid, that a few months 
ago the humanity of the very fame gentlemen, perhaps, who 
had brought in and fupported the prcfent hill, had prompted 
them toraife a fubfcrijuion, as their Lordfltips might remem- 
ber, to tranfport the Africans and I^afcars, that were to be 
feen begging in every corner of almofl every flreet, to Africa. 

The proje<^ was put in execution, and Captain Thompfon, a 
moft deferving officer, was entrufted with die condii£l of their 
tranfpoitation. He had been applied to upon the fuhjc£V, and 
had converfed with Captain Thompfon both helore his fettiiig 
fail on the expedition, and fince his return from it ; and Cap- 
tain riiompfon bald affined him, that When the Africans and 
J-.ifrars arrived at the |)!ace of their defiination, they expreffed 
tin; uimoif anxiety to he any whne elfe ; and the Africans 
would liave rejoiced at an opportunity of efcaping hack to the 
W eft Indies, and to have become l1 a ves to the planters again. 

"I lie event was, the l^alcars did theie as in London ; they laid 
nhout tlie woods tdl they pcriihtd, and the few whites, who, 

Jed hv falle principles of hiiinanity, or lured by an idle fpiiit 
c)( nvlvi-ntuie, had choieii to accompany them, all died after 
reaching the fliore, almoA in as little time as he had taken to 
iKiie the fac^ls, which. he had learnt from C^iptain Thompfon, 
v\ hole chnradtcr and vcTacity were as uncjuriUonahle as ihofe 
of any man he ever had converfed with. J,ord Sydney 
realoned on thole fa6fs, and declared, that as the bill was 
brought in, it fhouM receke no oppofition from him, hut that 
every difficulty they encountered, proved that it had been 
introduced at a wrong period, and that there was not time 
enough forallot.'ing it due confideration. He concluded with 
ohi'erving, that the words reirofpedlive and proipeflive, in 
hiS mind, comprehended all argument, and put an end to the 
neceffity of farther reafoning, it appearing to him unanfwer- 
ahle, that the hill fhould he made profpeflive only. 

'I'he Earl of CurTifle remarked, iljat he could not difeover KaHof 
how an idle tale, pcihaps, of ill-placed humanity, refpefting 
the Lafears, or poffibly an injudicioufly chofen place of dcfli- 
nation for tlieir being landed, conveyed much argument againff 
the prefent hill ; neither did he perceive in what manner an 
account from Jamaica, that if the fl.ive trade was not abolifli- 
ed, (when no fuch queftion was in agitation) the negroes in 
Jamaica would rife, appeared at all pertinent to the queflion 
liieii before their Lordfliips. 

'riic Duke of Chandos defended what he had before ffated, 
relative to the danger likely to refult fr<5m the agitation of ^ ° 

tlie fubjeft, and remarked that he fhould think it his duty 
again and again to warn their Lordfliips upon that head. The 

univerfal 
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univerfal maiTacre of the whites might be the confequence; 
and, furely, chat was too fatal a catallrophe to be thought of 
with levity, or treated with ridicule. He muft be permitted 
to know rather more of the Weft-India iflands than moft of 
their Lordfliips, and it was his duty to lay the refult of his 
acquaintance with the cuftoms of thofe iflands before their 
Lordihips. The negroes read the Eiiglifh newfpapers as 
conftantly as the (hips from England came in ; and from what 
was then doing, they would conclude tlieir titial emancipation 
to be at hand. Alarming conlequences might liierefore 
be apprehended to enfue. 

EarloF The Earl of Hopeioun replied, and went into the general 
Mopetoun. quellion. He dwelt upon the new laws of regulation, fubjefl- 
iiig whites to trial and fevere punifliment tor the ill treat- 
ment of negroes. 

I ord Lord R^rfney obferved that he had fpent four years at Ja- 
RoJiicy. maica, the years 1770, 1771, 1772, and 1773, and that he 
was preient in court, when a white man was tried and convi6t« 
f'd for the murder of a negroe, and afterwards condemned and 
executed. The laws, therefore, which were fo much boall- 
ed of hy the nol>lc Earl, were old laws, and had cxMled in the 
Weft-lndia iflands many years. He had never heaid ol a ne* 
groe heing cruelly :rcaied in all the time he had ht-n in the 
Wert Indies, hut had often fpokcii of their happinefs in terms 
of rapture, declaring that he (liould rejoice exceedingly, if 
the Englilh da) lahon.t rwas hut half as happy. He concur- 
red with the Earl ofSmdwich in his aiT^rtion, that the Britifli 
fe«imen, employed in African voyages, were killed hy the fpi- 
rils which they drank, and not by the climate ; and in anfwer 
to Lord Cathcart, he remarked, that the Africans on board a 
ftiip complained moretieqainily of cold than heat. 

M.irqms lie ^Iar(|Uls Tpwn/Jjojd difdained heing influenced by any 
Towuniiim y^,ports of a probable malfarre of the whites, or other ill con- 
fequenccs rt'fulting, when he was doing a right thing as a le- 
giflator ; nor could he fuppofe the negroes would he induced 
to rife, becaufe Parliamtiu was intent on granting them feme 
relief. He (hould rather imagine that it would induce them 
to wait with patience in their fituation, and beget a confidence 
in their minds, that what could farther be done for them, con- 
filteiu with national wifdom, would be efFe6fed next feifion. 
If it were true, as the noble Lord had aflerted, lliat the ne- 
groes in the Weft Indies were twice as happy as the Englifli 
day-laho\?rers, he thought fuch a report ought not lo go 
abroad. Inftead of riflng in a few days, Parliament ought to 
fit all the fu miner, in order, at leaft, to put the Englifh yeo- 
man on a footing with the Weft-lndian negro (lave, though 
perhaps the fornier#would not feel his pride much flattered by 
the coinparifoiu 


The 
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The Duke of Richmond declared th?t his noble friend (the Duke of 
Duke ot Chandos) h«id relieved his mind from a confiderablc *^*<^*“”®**^ 
fhare • f ‘loubt, bv declaring that the negroes in the Wert In- 
dia ifi ’ .vis read the Engliih newlpapers. If tliey did, they 
"WOuM icnow what the Britilh I'arliarnent was about, ami 
coul i not poffihlv imagine that thev ought to rife, becaule 
Pari anent had gi anted them fome a leviation of their mife- 
ries. The Duke quoted i!ie authority of Sir Charles Middle- 
ton, (theComyotroller of the Navy) to provothat I'ome regu- 
lation was immediately neceffary , and obferved, that the cold 
complained of by the flaves was not to be wondered at, fince 
the Africans were generally kept in fo warm a ftate between 
decks, that violent gulls of air fuddenly poured in upon them 
by means of the ventilators ufed on board, would naturally 
chill them, and create unpleafant Ihivcrings. 

The Earl of Samiwkh rofe again to explain a mifconception Earl of 
of his arguments. He (aid that he IkuI only lilcn .il fill! to Sandwich, 
do away impreflions that might be creat'^d by reafoning, which 
went to abolition not to mere reg'^l.n 1! ‘ v\ ut- 
tered one word ai.' > nil the prtdt bn' t ;I^ xhc coi^irary, he 
was foT r He 11 id »‘'*cl.ir'\l tlui ion r; neulation was necef- 
f'j , , ''ll- would give his fupport to ev • s 'meiulment that 

. 1 i. piopofed, and which went to make the bjH likely 
. j.iove ufclul, witluiiit touching on the geneiai tjueflion, 
which (as he had before c.blerved) involve.! many deep and fe- 
r:ous coniul^r.U’ JUS, In tfie courfe of his fpeech, he dropped 
a word r^'latiie To the Lord Chancellor’s cxpreffioii of a five- 
dav’s tit of phiuinihropy. • 

1 he Lor Chancellor rofe the moment the Earl of Sandwich The Lord 
fat down, laid, iliat as his expreifion had been more tlian Chancellor, 
once adveT»-ed to, it was neceflary for him to explaiu his mean- 
ing precilely. When the noble Earl (Lord Carlifle) had al- 
luded to it, he had imputed it to accidental error, and had 
thought it unneceflary to notice the miftake; but frojn the 
inode in wdiich the noble Earl, who fpoke laft, had mentioned 
it, he was perfuaded that he had not made himfelf fully un- 
derftood. He had not talked of a five-days fit of philan- 
thropy, with an intention to ftate that he was not aware 
that the Save trade had been a topic of general attention 
throughout the kingdom for many months. No man in that 
Houfe could be ignorant of that circumftance ; but purely in 
reference to Parliament’s having confented to entertain a bill, 
the objedl ot which was to mar and einbarrafs the African 
merchants adventures, after it had been publicly declared by 
authority, in one Houfe of Parliament, that the quefiion of 
the flave trade would not be 'agitated at atl this feifion, and 
after a gentleman, in an high confidential employment, had, 
by a circular letter, fent to all the parties concerned, flgnificd 
the fame in the roort exprefs terms. 

Tl:e 
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Dnke of Tjic Duke of Richmond profeflTed his high regard for Mr« 
Richmond. Steele, (the gentleman who had written the circular letter in 

J ueftion) declaring, that he eAeemed his friend (hip a circum'^ 
ance of peculiar honour and advantage to himfelf, but he 
could not confent to admit tliar the letter ought to he confi- 
deled as preclufive of the right of any one of their Lordfliips* 
or of any one of the memlieis of eitlier Houfe of Parliarnof, 
to bring on fuch a bill as the prefent, 1 he biil did not alFeft 
the general qucllion, and was fuch a meafurc as might fairly 
be agitated without at all fliaking the validity of the declara- 
tion of Mr. Steele in his circular letter. 7‘b.e whole of Mr. 
Steele’s letter ought to betaken relatively, and llie laft Icntence, 
“ that the parties interefted might reft affurt'd, that thcquel- 
tion of tlie Slave tratle would not he agitated that feflion/’ 
referred to the preceding part of the Tetter, wliitli mentioned 
the gcnei.il (luellion oriht; Slave trade. 

Lord he L'jyd Chan:ii'o) anfwercd tliat the no!>!e Duke or any 

Clianccilor. other pel Ion nn^hr ivjt v\hnt conAruclion llicy picalbd on 
the letter. lie wai content to take it on the coi.ltruf linn 
that thofe perions, 10 whom it was addrtiled, pave it. — 
They had uigej it as a pica in proot of ilieir being lur- 
prifed, after liaving einlMiked then* property in an adv-i:- 
tuic, whicli they had been led to hc-licve would not he broken 
upon; and all on a iudden they found an embargo Laid upon 
then adventure, after they had been encouraged to riltjuu 
their wliole foituiie upon it. He meant not to draw any 
argument from Mr. Steele’s letle*. He knew but little of 
Air. Steele; the noble Duke knewunore of that gentleman, 
from having been acquainted with him much longer. From 
the little that lie did know of Mr. Steele, he entcrt.ained as 
high a degice of cJlcein for hiiii, as that Iitth* would warrant. 
'I'he noble Dvike having known Mi. Steele fo much longer, 
liad a right to enicrtani more. Put he meant not to influ- 
ence any manks 1< ntimentij, or to left llie queJVioii on a per- 
foiwl allullon. From what be had fecn of Mr. Sceeh", he 
knew him to he a vciy gentleman-like, friendly m.-in, and a 
man ofjionour, entitled ro the ellt-ein of a!! who had the hap- 
pincfsdf his actjiiaintance. Nor wn.s his letter at all impro- 
per. So far from it, had he been to have written the letter, 
he lliould have exprefled it in the very fame words. It ijeilher 
gave the parties more nor lefs than they had a right toexpedl, 
pjrl Stanhope remarked that, fo far from having any enufe 

Stanhope, to Complain of a furprife, the parties concerned could* not but 
know, that on the very day that the conlideratioii of the 
general queftion of the Slave trade was poflponed to the next 
leHion, notice wasigiven of the prefent hill. 

lord Kinw. Lord Kivg conceived that the hill ought not to commence 
or in^. A*uguft or September; that, as to the retro- 

fpeAive law, that Houfe could not think of it, becaufc it 

cculd 



A. i?88. D E J A T E. S. . 

could not be other than an i& of glaring injuftiee. With 
gard to a compenfation, it was out of their power to give an 
adequate compenfation. They mighty indeed, open a door 
to endlefs fraud and abufe, fince, if they inferted a contpenfa- 
tion claufe, the inevitable confequence would be that the 
honed would not receive a fuflident payment for their lodes, 
and the fraudulent would be confiderably over paid. 

The Committee proceeded to fill up the blanks, and Lord 
Walfingham reported the progiefs, and moved for leave to 
fit again. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

A petition of Jofeph Aldcrn, one of the Conflables who 
attended the trial of \VArren Haftings, Efq. was prefentcd and 
read, complaining of his having been profecuted by William 
Hyde, Efq. one of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the 
city of Weftminfler, and county ofMiddlefex,for refufinghim 
admittance into Wedminder-hal), on one of the days ot trial, 
Mr. fuftice'Hyde refufing to (hew a ticket^of admittance to 
the Petitioner, which other mhgiftrates had done, by order of 
Sir Peter Barrel, before they could come in. It alfo ftated 
that the Petitioner had been put to upwards of 15I. expeiice, 
by defending the aftion, and prayed their Lordfliips to take 
the cafe into confideration. 

Jofeph Aldern was called to the bar, and examined. He 
was then dircfled to w ithdraw. 

A motion was afterwards made, That William Hyde, 
Efq. one of His Majertv’s Juftices of the Peace for the county 
of Middlefex, do attend this Houfe upon the morrow. 

The order of the day being read for the Houfe to be put 
into a Committee on the farther confideration of the Slave 
Regulation hill, the Loud Chancellor left the woolfack, and 
Lord Walfingham, as Chairman of the Committee^ went to 
the table. Their Lordfiiips then proceeded to fill up the 
blanks; and at half pafi eight a motion was made for the 
Chairman to leave the Chair, who reported a progrefs, and 
aiked leave to fit again. 

The Duke of Chandos afterwards prefented a petition from 
Mr. Fuller, agent for Jamaica, praying to be heard by coun- 
fei againft the bill ; the fame was read, and ordered to lie on 
the table. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Ftida/f 2 *Jtb 

William Hyde, Efq. one of His Majefty^s Juftices of the 
Peace for tlie county of Middlefex, attending, according to 
order, was called to the bar, and examined relative to the 
matter of complaint exhibited againft hlln on Thurfd^y Lift 
by Jofeph Aldern, a conftable attending his duty on llie trial 
of Warren Haftings, Efq. at Weftminfter-hall. 
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The Lor^ Chancellor alked Mr. Hyde, how he dared to 
preinme to profecute a perfon for executing his duty in com-r 
pliancc with the oii:<5i s of that Houfe? Such complaint being 
made againit him, what could he advance in his defence. 

* Mr. Hyde expreffed his forrow for having incurred the 
dirjdeaflne of their Lordfliip^s, and" endeavoured to vindicate 
himfelf hy declaring, that he did not mean to enter the hall ; 
that he had been informed of a riot, and had come down to 
attempt to quell it; that he wifhed only to pnfs to the Court 
of Common Pleas where ))e had been fuhpocnaed; that the 
Conftahle had aflaiilted and ftruck him tw'rce. a..d that if lie 
(Hyde) had proved himfelf to have been on the Comm .Tion, 
the ConAahle would not 'liave been acquitiid. He faid that 
he was fo far from attempting to commir any action which 
might draw down upon him the difpleafurc of their Lordfliips, 
that he always attended upon public occ-’fions to keep the 
p.ilfjge clear for their Lordfliips, and was always to he fecn in 
the flreets when the King came to the Houfe, keeping the 
paiTages and avenues clear trom interruption to their Lordfliipa 
entrance. 

The Lnrd C hanrcflnr, after telling Mr, Hyde that he might 
titink It a lii^ky circumllanc^ tor himfelf. that the Conftahle 
had been acquitted, lor otlieiwUe his punifliment would have 
been enrrenff-d, ordered Mr. H vde to withdraw. 

Earl Bathin' j} moved that Mr. Hyde be committed to the 
cuftocly ot the StTjeant at Aims. 

Jr was then ordered, 

'1 hat the laid William Hyde be committed to the cuftody 
** of the Serjeant at Anns attending this tloulb^ for his laid 
“ o'fFrnce,'* 

'The order of the dnv being read for tlie Floufe to be put 
in*o a Comin-rtec on tiv" bill f(;r regulating tlie Slave tranfport 
r-’gulation hill, Lord W^al^lngha^l took his feat at the table, 
and the Lords proceeded to fill up the blanks. 

It was j) opoied as an amendment by J'lari that 

five boy or gnl (l ives fliould be coririclered hut .js four full- 
gioviui Haves, and th.at all flaves, of the height of four feet or 
under, fliould be conhdered as a hoy or girl Have, 

I ord Lnt^JdKtoi'^b propoled an amendment to Enrl Stan* 
hope's, by mlertingjlie words “four inches/’ 

Earl SUi»ihpc oppofed the amendment ; upon which the 
the Houfe divided. Contents 12, Not Contents 6 . 

At eight o'clock, it was moved to report piogrefs, and afk 
leave to fit agnld. 

The motion being agreed to, I.ord Walfingham reported 
progrefs, and jiLed leave to fit again. 

Ear! adverted to the important nec^ffity of the ' 

prefence of the noble Lord on the wooK'ack, (Lord T'hurlow) 
^he difeuffion of the bdl , and added that his attend- 
ance 
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Jincefo early as upon the day immeiliarely following might 
caufe his recent illnel's to return^ and deprive that Houle and 
the country of his great abilities. He lijereforc thought it 
would be proper to pollpono the going again into a Com- 
mittee, until Monday. His f.ordlhtp then moved, that the 
Committee fit again on Monday next. 

The Duke ot Ruhmond urged the neceflity of going on r)ukfof 
wi^h the hill as fpeedily as pollible, but would not prels for ttk-hniodJa 
the noble Lord’s attendance the next day, if he was appre- 
henlive the fatigue would he too great for his Lordihip. His 
Grace wiflied the learned Lord would fay whether he thought 
it would endanger his health or not; if.he conceived it would 
not, he hoped they /liould proceed in the Committee upon the 
nioriow. Jt would have lieen better, had a nohleand learned 
Earl (Bathurll) fat Ibme time longer* on the woolfack wliile 
the bill was in the Committee, than to have called the noble 
and learned Lord (Thurlow) to the Houle lb foon after his 
imiilpofition, and when the bill was lb far gone on with, 
than to propofe a dav’s delay. 

Marquis I'ownftiead feconded the motion of Earl BathurA. 

Earl Bathutj} conceivtd wiiat had fallen frpnl the noble K/rl 
Duke (of Richmond) to be a relleflioii upon him for not fitting 
longer on the wooliack, and proceeding with tile bill. His 
Lordihip faid it would have been prefumpiion in him, worn 
out with age, and podelling but feeble abilities^ to have (at 
in the noble fiord’s jilace on the woolfack on a hill of Inch 
great importance to the nation j as the hill then before their 
Lordlhips. — He felt himlclf much fatigued and exhauflecl 
fitting as he had that day*done; how fliould he then have been 
able to have luftained the great fatigue which muft be borne 
by the noble and learned Lord on the woolfack. — The bill 
was of too great importance to pafs without the aflillance of 
the fplendid abilities and exertion of the noble and learned 
Lord on the woolfack; it was a hill to the decifion of which 
not only the traders and the nation were eagvrriy looking, 
but many French merchants, vvho, to his certain knowledge, 
had given daily attendance to know the event of it. 

'I'he Duke of Richmond replied, that he meant no refledliori Duke f 5 
whatever, but had only declared his opinion that the noble 
and learned Lord’s health would have been preferved by hav- 
ing delayed his attendance for a day or two more dfter his 
indifpofition, than £rA attending, and ihen adjourning the 
bufinefs for a day. 

A fhort converfation then commenced herweeh Lords {iope- 
touii, Stanhope, and the Lord Chancellor ; after which the 

J IueAioN was put, that the Committee fit again upon the cn« 

^ uing Monday at tw'o o’clock, which being agreed to, 

Tni Houfe adjourned, 

C % 
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Monday^ 2pitb Junc^ 

Earl Bathurjl preTented a petition from Mr. Juftice Hyde^ 
praying to be difeharged from the cullody of the Serjeant at 
Arms. 

The fame was read at the table, and Mr. Hyde dire£led to 
be called in, and being at the bar with the Yeomap Ulher of 
the Black Rod and the Serjeant at Arms, his Lordfhip 
obferved to himi that when, on a former day, he was at the 
bar, he had faid, that if the Conftable had a(ked his pardon, 
the profecution would not have been carried on. 

His Lordftiip faid, the Conftable was then a£ling under the 
exprefs orders of that Houfe, and as it was to be iuppofdd he 
was endeavouring to execute the orders delivered to him, 
therefore he (Mr. Juftice Hyde) had no reafon to require a 
fubmiftion from the Conftable, nor from any other perfon 
afting in obedience to the orders of that Houfe. 

The Lord Chancdlor then faid, ‘‘ you are difeharged, upon 

payment of your fees.” 

The Peers rcfolved themfelves into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe, (Lord Walfingham in the Chair) to go through 
the remaining claufes of the African Negro tranfportation bill* 

The bufinefs of fillmg up the blanks, and amending tlie 
feveral ciatifes was tfanfafled in the manner of a table con* 
verfation, as is ufual in all cafes of a hill being in the Com* 
inittee, where the debate is to be taken on the report. The 
Duke of Riclunond, Earl Stanhope, Lord Cathcait, the Earl 
of Hopetoun, and the Earl of Carlifle, the Lord Chancellor, 
Earl Bathurft, and the Earl of Sandwich were among thofe 
of their Lordftiips who took part in the Committee. 

When the Duke of Richmond propofed his promifed com- 
penfation clnufe, it occaftoned fome audihU convetfation. 
Thoclaufe ftated, that as cafes might arife, in which it might 
be proper to make compenfation to the merchants engaged in 
the African trade, in confequence of the hill’s attaching upon 
their adventures either prepared for failing, or already failed 
for Africa, certain Commiffioners ihould be appointed under 
the Great Seal of England, to whom the faid merchants were 
to apply on or before the firft of Auguft next, in order to 
afeertain the nature and terms upon which tlieir claims were 
to be made out. 

The Lord Chancellor contended againft the claufe as inade* 
qqate to the purpofes for which it was avowedly introduced* 
He objeded, in the firft inftance, to the wording of the firft 
part of the claufe,- which only fuppofed that cafes might arife^ 
in which it might be^necefTary to allow compenfation to the 
merchaq!Uljj||m in the African trade. He faid that every 
one of thefir' jLordfhips muft be aware that, as the bill, by-rc- 
ttofpeAively .attaching upon tire merchants adventures, would 

take 
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take them by furprife, and fubjeiSi them to conGderable lofs, 
there would,' tnduhitabiy, be many claims for damage fo 
fuilained, and that it was incumbent on Parliament to conii- 
der the fatisfaAion of fuch claims as a debt of natural ju(lice, 
and provide for the fame accordingly. He next wifhed rather 
to have the quota of companfation to be allowed the mer- 
chants, aflefled by a jury, than by any fet of Cb,mmilIionera 
whatever, and flawed his reafons for being of this opinion. He 
remarked that there were various poiTible cafes which might 
entitle the mercl^nt to compenfation; but, for the fake of 
illuflration, it was not necefTary for him to (late more than 
two. I'he one was, where the merchant's fliip was not yet 
failed, but the outfit, apparel, and all the necefTary equip- 
ment and preparation bought and ready for the voyage, lit 
that cafe, taking it for granted that the bill by its operation, 
limited the probable profit of the adventure one fixth part, 
(by limiting tlie number of negroes to be received on board, 
in that proportion,) the merchant buglit, in liis mind, to be 
compenfated for the fixth part of his probe fo loll to him. 
Another cafe was that of the merchant, whofetfhip was al- 
ready failed, and would have arrived at the coafl of Africa, 
before the bill fhould be ferved upon the captain. In that 
cafe, the whole expdnce of the adventure having been incurred, 
and the Captain being by the fervice of tl»e bill upon him, 
rebrained from making the full advantage of it, the merchanc 
liad an undoubted right to a compenfation from the public, 
adequate to the proportion of lofs fubained in confequence of 
the lofs of profit fubained in confequence of the limitation 
enforced by the bill. Nothing could be more cafy than to 
afeertain the refpedlive amounts of the compenfation proper 
to be made in thefe two cales. In the iiril, if any man were 
to go upon Change at Liverpool, and aik what would be the 
difference of pront on an adventure to the coab of Africa In 
an unlimited bate, where the merchant was allowed to make 
the mob of it, (as before the bill was thought of,) or in a 
limited bate, as preferibed by the bill, he would immediately 
be told the amount of that difference. And the amount of the 
other cafe was, in like manner, equally eafy to be afeertained, 
but in both they ought rather to be left to a jury than to Com- 
mifiioners; a jury being accubomed to affefs damages, were, 
undoubtedly the beb rofort in cafes of that nature. If Com- 
miffioners were to be the affebbrs of the compenfation, they 
ought, at leab, to be direded in exprefs terms bow tliey 
were to adl, and not to be vcbed with the powers of Legflla- 
tors; nor fhould they be limited to one meeting, as it would 
be impoflible for the merchants to makeotrt all their Ioffes be- 
fore the firft of Augub; indeed they would not by that time 
be tbemielves apprized of the amount of the Ioffes incurred by 
the attachment of the bill on their fhips already in Africa. 

The 
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Duke of The Duke of Richmond remarked that if the noble and 

chmoKcf. I^Qrd had been equally explicit in Dating Ijis objec- 

tions to the claufe, when he had /hewn it jto him (a few days 
fince) he ihould have been better prepared to have anfwered 
the .noble and learned Lord’s objedtions. With regard to the 
wording of the clauie^ he could not agree that it afforded 
much ground for objedtion. The noble and learned Lord 
would furely allow, that there might be cafes, in which it 
might not be right to grant any compenfatioii whatever. Nor 
did it follow, as a matter of courfe, that the African mer- 
chants muD neceffarily he lofeis in coiilec|uence of the opera- 
tion of the bill. It was true, the number of Africans to be 
taken on board the /hips was limited, and perhaps in the 
proportion of a fixth (.t% the noble and learned Lord had Dated 
it) but, then, as it was expedled and highly probable that the 
nuinher of negroes which the bill limited the Captains to 
ri^ceive on board, would arrive in full health at the Weft- 
India iflands, they would prove the iiioie valuable, and fetch a 
larger price than heretofore, the merchant’s profit therefore 
might not he lefs than it had been hitherto. With regard to 
the indubitable claim of the merchants to a compenfation, on 
which the nobIe*and learned Lord had laid fo much Dreii, he 
begged their LordDiips to recoJledl what the objed of the bill 
was, and to remember, lliat tlie ground of it was a general 
underllanding that the tratirport.irion of Africans from then 
own coart to the Wert Indies was focondufled at prefent, that 
from the manner of flowing them, men where ntceffarily fub- 
to lofe their lives. That hcing'thc cafe, he had a right to 
argue, that i'uch a trade was illegal, and ought not to con- 
tinue; becaufe merchants had no light to carry on a trade 
tiuit necefljnly fubjedlcd men to lole their lives, and inflead 
of having a claim for com pen la lion for the loi's fuftained by, 
difeontinuing fuch a trade, deferved to be treated in a very 
difterent manner; but, he was willing to wave that argument, 
and to donfent that a reafonable compenfation ihould be given 
to them. He never could agree that a Liverpool jury were 
the mort proper perfons to detiile the amount of fuch a com- 
penfation. in nnfwer to the Lord Cliancellor’s argument 
that ' CommilTioners were improper, the Duke quoted the 
recent pn^lice of I’arMament in appointing CommiDioners to 
enquire into and afeertain the churns of the inhabitants of 
Eart Florida, and the American Loyal ills, in order to a/Iefs 
the amount of the compenfititm to be made them for their 
Fefpeflive lofler, and a/Dgned his reafons for deeming Com^ 
inilfioners to be equally proper in the prclVnt inflance. With 
regard to their meeting a lecond time, he added, undoubtr 
ediy, they were to meet more than once ; as often indeed as 
to their dlfcretion Ihould appear neceflary. He gave Uie 
Lord Chancellor credit for meaning to make the bill as pro- 
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per and complete ns poHible, and npt to load it with fucli a de« 
gree of expence as (liould either render it j idiculous, or im- 
pofTible to pafs elleivhere. 

The Lord Chancelkr maintained that there was not the The Lori' 
fmalleft: anjlogjr between the cafes of the inhabitants of Ea ft ^**"*^®^*®*^« 
Florid^ and of the American Loyalifts and the African mer- 
chants. In the two former cafe% the parties had fuftained a 
lofs in confcqueiice of the iriefiftiblc arm ot force, during a 
ftateof aiSlu.il war ; whereas in refped\ to the African mer- 
chants, they were about to be fuhjec^ed to a lofs (in what had 
hitherto !»een confidered as the legal p-ofit of their traffic) on 
account of the public policy ot the laation, winch was the 
ground of the picfenl bill. It was not to he expelled that .1 
vanqui filed country, a deprefted and fufFering remnant of the 
empire, couUi makegood the whole amount of the lofles fuf- 
tained hy fome of its ruhjects, where the theatre of war was 
opened, and where either the fword, or the influence of the / 
enemy, had deprived and driven them from their poftcffioiis 
and property. With regard to the idea, th.it becaufe the num- 
ber of Africans to he received on hoard the merchant fhips, 
uas to hr limited, that therefore the Africans , would arrive 
in better health at the Weft Indies, and that the market fot* 

Haves would afford a better jirofit in proportion to the lefllr 
number of flaves to lie fold, that prefented a field to fpecu- 
lation fo wide, that it would be impoftible to govern the 
claims of compenfation by any ftaiulard fo vague .and vifion- 
ary. Befides, t!ie hypolhefis could not he maintained with- 
out admitting, on the one hand, that all the Africans would , 
have arrived in full healfh, h.4d there h^n no limitation pre- 
ferihed, and contendiiig, at thr fame time, on the other hand, 
that all ilie in».dl«"r number would arrive in belter health, on 
.account of the limitation ; and, furely, the noble Duke would 
not claim a right to the benefit of the argument lioth ways. 

The Chancellor .igam explained his notion of dire6l:ing, in 
explicit terms, that the conipenfation ihould he governed by 
the limitation of the number of Africans to he taken on l)oard, 
and by the confct]uent diminution of the profit of the adven- 
ture in the two calcs, which he had put ; fir ft, in tfie cafe of 
an adventure that had not failed; and fecondiv, in the cafe of 
an adventure already arrived in Africa. With regard to the 
preference which he gave to a jury over a fet of Curnmiffion- 
ers, he did not mean to fail in with popular opinions and pre- 
judices; he difclaimed them .altogether, and was perfeeftiv 
gware and fatisfied, that a fet of lioneft men, acquainted with 
the nature of the tr.acl?, and competenf to decide upon the 
queftion of compenfation, would decide with equal fairnefs 
and equity, whether they were called Cofrimiftioners, or term- 
ed a Jury. All he wanted was, that Parliament fliould of 
\\k]( make the law, and in exprefs terms declare in the a£t, 

what 
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what the law was, ip that all the paftres concerned might 
know it, and that it might not be left to Commiflioners to 
make a law of their own, and provide fuch rules as their dif- 
cretion might didlate. There was no claim, however large, 
which might not, by computations arbitrarily and fpecula- 
tively made, be reduced fo low, as fcarcely to amount to any 
thing whatever/' The claufe, therefore, as propofed by the 
noble Duke, appeared to him to be wholly inadequate to the 
purpofe. It held the word of promife tb the ear of the Afri- 
can merchants, hut broke it to their hope. He could not but 
think that a much fimplcr and Ihorter claufe would be proper, 
fiating in cxprefs terms what Were to be the rules the Com- 
tnilTioners were to govern themfclves by, in afleffing compen- 
fation; nor did he at all wiih for a Liverpool jury to inflame 
the reckoning. In the prefent heat and ftrong feelings which 
chara£Lerized Liverpool, this might not he proper, nor would 
he by any means recommend fuch perfons as the Tribunal to 
aflefs the, amount of the compenfation to be made, but he 
wifhed fincerely that thofe who were more competent to the 
bufinefsthan he owned himfelf to he, and who had apparently 
better informed themfclves on the fubjc^t, would put his no- 
tions into fome pr^fiicable fliapc. The Oiancellor, in the 
courfe of his fpeech, aiTured the Duke of Richmond that he 
.. did him no more thanjuftice, in giving him credit for not 

wiihingto make the bill ridiculous or impraflicahle; the 
warmeft friend of the hill could not be more anxious than he 
was, that the bill mjghtgo forth in fuch a refpeftable manner 
as not to difgrace that Houfe in tlie eyes of the Public, but 
prove confifient wit#their honour ;* proceed on ftrift princi- 
l^es of didributive judice, and become reconcileable to the 
avowed policy of iJie meafure. 

The Duke of Richmond replied, and repeated much ofTiis 
:^mond. arguments in favour of Commiflioners in preference 

to a Jury. 

Isri ' Earl Hathur*! fiipiwted the Lord Chancellor, and contend- 
Iftibiirll. ed, that the firrt of Auguft was too early a day for the mer- 
chants to be able to make out their claims by. He added, 
^hat it might be, pei hap*;. the fecond week in July, before 
the bill would pils, and, in all probability, we fhould have 
reached the end of tl\e month before the merchants could 
be enabled to judge of their loflTe^ even here at home, much 
more in Africa. 

The C6<!?«rt7/ir explained himfelf as to the fo^t of 
(SMc^ilor he wifhed to have inteoduced ; and obferved, that one 

of the difficulties under which belaboured, was exceflive ig- 
AOraneb on the fuiyc^* He was fo ignorant, that though 
he had troubled their Lordfliips fo much, he feared he had 
not made himfelf clearly underftoc^. lie rejpeated his ohjee- 

tmoft 
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tions to any fjieculative mode of afcertaining the lofles and 
contended that the taking them, at a fixth of the profit, 
which was the proportion of the limitation of the niiml>er of 
Afi leans to be received on board, was the moll finipW the 
moft for, and the inoft unobjcdionahle rule to lay^down in 
the bill. He thou.;ht it the more iieceffaiy to lender the bill 
as complete as poflible, hcfoie they paited with it oUt of 
their hands, as he fcaied, in conlcqueiueot tlio amendments 
already made in the bill, it uould he thiown out by t!ie 
Ollier Houie, and they flioiild luve all-the tiouble of icceiv- 
ing petitions, hearing the merchants, and other dilagrecable 
circumhahces, to go tlnoiigli again. 

Lari Stanhofi lematked, that it wis not a matter of cer- 
tainty that the Commons would thiow out the bill, on ac- 
count ot their Loidlhips’ amendnunts. Altering a penalty 
prelcrihed by a hill, was not always confidcied hj the Com- 
mons as .ni innovation on their exclufne piivilcges. They 
had never yet laid down fuch a rule, and then having, iu a 
full Houfe,- and a^tei^ dth*itc, arteded to their Loidflnps* 
imendments of tlie county tkflion hill, was a pioof in point. 
He tiufted, therefoie, the Commons would agiee to the 
amendments in the piefent bill. 

The Karl of recommended the withdi awing of 

the noble Dukt’o cliu(c, in oidti to aiFoid the Lord ChanceL 
loi an oppoiiuiuty of hr ngmg down a clau((‘, another day, 
to vtfi the power of afllfiing the compcjifalions to l>c made 
the meicliants lor their lolK? , in a jurfr T he leforting to 
that popular and favourite jurirdiftion, the f arl conteiidedi 
would he agrecalilt to all parlies, and put an end^to difference 
of opinion. 

At length, after the Duke of Richmond had, for the third 
time, enforced his arguments in favour of the claule he had 
introduced, the Committee divided ; 

Contents (for the Duke’s claule) 14 ; Not Contents, 12. 

Earl Baihuijl then faid, as the Committee had with great 
induftry gone through the bill, and made nnmerous amend- 
ments, he moved, That the bill be printed with the ameiid* 

ments.” Ordered. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

'I*fae preceding was the laft debate, in the courfc of the 
feffion, and on 

Ftidof^ litbjul/f 

The King came to the Houfe, and iiifidc a moft gracious 
fpeech from the throne to both Houfes of Parliament^ at fi>l* 
lowetb, viz. 

V01..XXIV. 3D ' 
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Mj Lords and Ginikmenf 

** IN the prefent advanced feafon of the yeat*, and after 
the laborious attendance which the public bufinefs has re- 
quiredof you, I think it neceflTary to put an end to the 
prefent feffion of Parliament. 1 cannot do this, without 
exprelling the fatisfadion with which I haveobfetved the 
uniform and diligent attention to the welfare of my peo- 
pie, which has appeared in all your proceeding). 

Gmtkmcn of tht Hoafe of Commons^ 

The chearfulnefs and liberality with which you have 
** granted the ncceffary^ fupplies, demand my particular ac- 
^ knowledgements. it muft afford you the greateft latisfac- 
'ticMi# that you have been enabled, without any addition 
to the burdens of my people, to provide for the extraor- 
“ diitary exigencies of the laft year, in addition to the cur- 
rent demands of the public fervice, and lo the fum annu- 
^ ally appropriated to the redudtion of the national debt. 

** Jkfy Lords and Genthmcn^ 

I fee with concern the coniinunce of iho war between 
•‘.Raffia and the Poi te, m which the Emperor has alfo taken 
a part. But the genet al (late of Europe, and the affurances 
“ which 1 receive from foreign powers, afford me eveiy* 
•f reafon to expeft my fubjefts will continue to enjoy the 
•• peacci^ 

The engagemems which I have recently enteied into 
With Oiy gP <5 brother the King of Pi ufila, and thofe v itli 
«• the States General of the United Provinces, which in c 
already been communicated to you, are direfttvl to liiis 
objedt, which I have uniformly m view; and they will, 
I truft, be produdtive of the happieft confcquences m pro- 
•• moling the fecurity and welfare of my own dominions, and 
•* in ^pntributing to the general tranquillity ofEuiope.’^ 

afterwards, the Lord Chancellor, by His Majefty's 
MiAniatfdi faid, 

jljj^ Lprds ondGlintkmeHt 

^ Xt is His Majefty*! royal will and pleafure, that this Par- 
liaMefit boproi^gued to Thurfday, the 2;th day of Sep- 
tlexr,.to be then here holden ; and this Pai lament 

aecordiiigty pcoiti^pdd to Thurfday, the 25th day of 


Of fHB T^£NTt-rOCritTH V0LU»it4 








